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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

From the Paraklesis service, we gain insight into the Promise of Renewed Life and Hope 
coming forth from Mary, a promise fulfilled through Him, shining brightly in her Dormition: 

May she, who herself was born of promise,

through whom Promise has entered the world,

intercede with her Son to guide and comfort us,

so He may bring to fulfillment, first-fruits of salvation,

His compassionate promise of peace, within and for all.

Mary was born of promise to her faithful parents, Joachim and Anna. Yet Anna was barren and

according to the laws of nature, unable to have children. Never losing faith in the Lord, laying

aside public ridicule, and with the patience of Job, they beseeched the Lord for a child.  As part

of their petition, they promised to dedicate this child-of-promise, to the Lord’s service.  Reminds

one of Hanna and the words of the High Priest Eli, “Go in peace, and may the God of Israel

grant you the petition you have asked of him."  (1 Kingdom 1:17, OSB).  

Later we read of the Lord’s own promise to heal and save, Is 7:13-14, OSB. “Hear now, O house of

David, .. the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son

and you shall call His name Immanuel.”  Immanuel  means – “God with us.” 

Thus Immanuel speaks to Jesus – the Word of God Incarnate – having a divine Nature. Yet

more, in v. 7:16, the word “Child”, reveals Jesus having a second nature, a human nature. This

is why Jesus, the divine person of two natures, is called “the Christ”,  the “I AM”.  

The words, “God with us”, also speaks to the workings of the Lord in the New Testament. Often

we refer to this as His divine grace and compassion.  Even better, these words of great promise,

were spoken to all the people, not a select few.  

So when we hear “God with us”, coming forth as a Child from the womb of Mary, let these

words remind us: 1) Jesus is a divine Person and Son of His living Father, having two natures,

Divine and Human. 2) by His nature, Jesus is fully God and fully Man. And 3) by His nature,

Jesus is also Son of God, being from His Father and Son of Man, being from Mary. 

So as Jesus, the Hope and Promise of the World, enters His Creation by way of Mary’s

participation, her submissive will, and the covering of the Holy Spirit, so too, let us rejoice in her

Dormition. For she now dwells with her Son and Lord, in the promise of Paradise re-opened to

the Repentant thief, an open invitation to all and everyone.  

In Christ, Jesus, the Light of Hope Who re-opens Paradise to all,  

In loving memory of Fr. Peter Guillquist,
May His Memory be Eternal 
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