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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy,

Jesus  called three of His disciples – Peter, James and John – to Mount Tabor where He
was Transfigured with Moses and Elijah present. Again, as at His Baptism, the voice of
the Father confirms our Lord, clothed in our human nature, to be His beloved  Son –
“This is My beloved Son, hear Him!”  Our Lord is with us and we may see His face.

MOSES:  As part of worship, we read Exodus 24 & 33 (OSB Septuagint), where Moses
is called to meet the Lord on the Mountain.  Here Moses received the tablets of stone,
and  the law, and the commandments, written by Him.  Here, Moses witnesses the glory
of God to be like a devouring fire, and spoke with Him in true friendship.  The Lord
promises Moses to be with him and all people, as "The Lord God, compassionate,
merciful, longsuffering, abounding in mercy, and true, preserving righteousness and
mercy unto thousands...” the spirit of the Law.  Yet, Moses was unable to  look upon Him.

ELIJAH: In worshiping His Transfiguration - 3 Kingdoms: 19 (OSB-Septuagint) - we
read of the prophet Elijah praying the Lord to take his life. Why? Because the people of
the Lord had forsaken Him – His promise of the Incarnation – while killing His
prophets.  In response, the Lord calls Elijah to the mountain, where the Lord shows His
voice of wisdom is not found in the feared powers of this fallen world – earthquakes,
wind, or fire. But instead, a gentle breeze to which Elijah responded. The Lord then
responds by instructing him to anoint Elisha to be prophet in his place. 

ANSWER TO THE WHY?: The Lord of all, through His Incarnation, gives us a human face
to meet and contemplate; with ears that hear, a voice that speaks, and a Holy Spirit able
to gift new life, bathes us in His grace, and pardon our sins. Yet why Moses and Elijah?
In the Light of Transfiguration, the Lord foreshadows the transferring of the authority
of: 1) the Old Covenant to the New, 2) the Law of Moses and the Prophets, to His
Apostles on Pentecost, ten days after His Ascension on Mount Tabor, and 3) the earthly
Temple and high places, to the Temple of the Holy Spirit within us, through Baptism.
The Lord is now with and within us, the fear of death is slain, and new hope, promised.
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This Month: A New BOOKLET from the Academy. See our enclosed coupon.

THIRD TRILOGY  Part  III,  Chapter 5 – Verses: 24 – 47

VERSE 24 "TRULY, TRULY I SAY TO YOU, HE WHO HEARS MY WORD AND BELIEVES

IN HIM WHO SENT ME HAS ETERNAL LIFE, AND HE SHALL NOT COME INTO

JUDGMENT, BUT PASSES FROM DEATH INTO LIFE.

1. The Jews were angry at Jesus and wanted him killed. He violated the Sabbath
by healing the paralyzed man. Jesus tried to defuse their anger to save them. 

2. To accomplish this, He varied His teaching. Sometimes He said high things and
sometimes low. He spoke lowly to calm men and bring humility. He said high things to
lift up His opponents to the far greater reality of the One True Faith. 

3. Here, He spoke lowly to remove their anger. He did not say, "He who hears My
word and believes in Me," for they would have accused Him of arrogance and left.
Instead, He said, He who hears My word and believes in Him, meaning the Father. 

4. He did this to direct their attention to the Father, and they listened willingly.
For when they heard the Father's name, they realized Jesus was not opposed to Him.
Thus to hear the words of Jesus meant to believe in the Father. Therefore the harmony
between Jesus and the Father made the Jews more willing to listen to all He had to say.

5. They also listen because of two great blessings offered those believing His Word,
which was from the Father, namely eternal life and not coming into judgment.

6. What is eternal life? It is passing from death into life. This passage from death
into life defines eternal life as a deathless life, which Jesus will describe more fully later
in this Chapter.

May we continue seeking His Peace in all things, with a thankful heart.

Sincerely,

Paul Goetz for St. Athanasius Academy

HELP!

Due to financial realities facing our God-protected Archdiocese, you as a friend
of the Academy, are now our primary source of funding in continuing our
research, publications, and Prisoner Education Project.  Please help us. We have
been preparing for this and have cut our expenses to the bare bones. If you have
been helped by us and what we do, we need your financial help and ideas now.
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