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s I write this Paschal message, I sit before a seven-
foot snow drift. It’s not easy to imagine the  Easter 
�owers pushing through the earth to greet the 

spring sun, when the earth is covered with such piles of 
snow. It’s seven degrees now, but I know that, as Lent 
trudges on, even with another six inches of snow fore-
cast for this week, Pascha is on the way. How do I know 
that spring is coming? Was it my mother who told me 
that spring follows winter during those long days in-
side the house, or was it something I learned in school? 
Perhaps it was many years living and noticing that each 
year  Pascha followed Lent. In any case, we prepare for 
Pascha with great anticipation, especially after a record-
breaking winter.

What I really want to talk about today is becoming 
comfortable with the seasons of our lives and recogniz-
ing God’s presence and love in each of these seasons. 
Each has its own challenges and blessings. Let’s rise to 
the challenges and rejoice in the blessings. After all, this 
is the day that the Lord has made for us. After all, we 
were born for Pascha, and all of life and all the gifts are 
to help us embrace this reality of union with God. �is 
is true whether we are just learning to drive or are ex-
periencing the aches of the rusty years.

�e enemy of joy in every season of our lives is un-
reasonable expectations. Where do these expectations 
come from? Some who study human development be-
lieve that during the earliest days of our lives we begin 
to frame in our minds how the world works and what 
we feel about it. We imagine what it will be like to be 
older, an adult, married, a parent, or a retiree. We imag-
ine how it will feel to sit at the end of the table and 
lead our families, what it will feel like to be successful. 
What information does a �ve- or six-year-old have to 
make such judgments? He has his own perceptions of 
the families around him – and television. What a scary 
thought! Could it be that our ideas of success as adults 
come from a �ve-year-old’s perceptions of happiness? I 
believe so. Now couple this with modern notions that 

happiness (and not simply the pursuit of happiness) is an 
inalienable right, and that happiness is egocentric and 
carnal, and we have a recipe for disaster. 

Repent! Don’t let the �ve-year-old part of you that 
controls feeling steal away your Pascha, your family, your 
union with God, your very salvation. Repent! Don’t let 
your feelings, which are �eeting and temporary, take 
over your judgment, commitment and knowledge of 
right and wrong. Repent! Use your godly relationships 
and good mind to help you through the developmental 
struggles that every healthy relationship goes through.

During Lent, St. Basil calls us to pray for those who 
are confused in their relationships with God, those who 
are tempted by others, those who are oppressed, those 
who struggle �nancially, those who are away from home 
and vulnerable, those who mourn, those who are faint-
hearted, those who are imprisoned and those who are 
wounded. During Lent we intensify our prayer so that 
we can support each other and re-focus on our goals. 
�e goal of our life should be what we are created for, 
and again, we are created for union with God and each 
other. Our lives are not just our own. We are social crea-
tures who belong to families and parishes that count on 
us. We belong to networks of people that God uses to 
reveal Himself.

Be strong and keep the struggle going as you deal 
with the tail-end of winter, the cold, or, in some cases, 
unseasonable warmth. No matter what you face, con-
tinue your journey to Pascha. Acknowledge the season 
of your life, and identify its struggles and challenges. Be 
deliberate about seeking God’s will and being a Chris-
tian of integrity. As you prepare for Pascha and meet the 
Risen Lord, dedicate yourself to God, your family and 
your Church.

Dedicated to God, family and Church, we can 
 pro  claim together the victory of Christ: Christ is Risen 
indeed!

Bishop JOHN

Pascha:  
The Formula 
for Joy

A



f Pascha serves as that reminder, what should we do 
with this Sunday of the Triumph of Orthodoxy? I 
suggest that we take it as an early reminder that, on 

the one hand, we are still at the beginning of the journey 
and, on the other hand, at Pascha we shall all be invited 
by St. John Chrysostom to share in table fellowship with 
the sacri� ced Lamb. One might ask, however, Why and 
what should we fear if we shall all be invited to share 
in the Bread of Life? � e answer is straightforward. � e 
life that will be granted to the dead is � rst in order that 
they may be judged. � at is why the same Apostle, who 
stated that we have “all sinned,” is very stern in his caveat 
to all those who approach the chalice. He brings to their 
attention that partaking of the Bread of Life is a graceful, 
extra occasion for us to test ourselves, an anticipation of 
that coming before the “dread judgment” seat which we 
all face. It is a “quiz before the � nal,” so that we might 
not “fail the � nal,” which would then bring us under the 
dreaded condemnation. Let us hear the Apostle himself:

Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup 
of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty 
of profaning the body and blood of the Lord. Let a 

man examine himself, and so eat of the bread and 
drink of the cup. For any one who eats and drinks 
without discerning the body eats and drinks judg-
ment upon himself. � at is why many of you are 
weak and ill, and some have died. But if we judged 
ourselves truly, we should not be judged. But when 
we are judged by the Lord, we are chastened so that 
we may not be condemned along with the world.

1 Corinthians 11:27–32

Indeed, the paschal liturgy, and every liturgy, is 
an opportunity for us to judge ourselves before we 
are judged by the just Lord. It is a kairos before the 
 kairos. � is Greek term means a set time, and thus an 
 opportune time. It is used both of the end-time of the 
 judgment (1 Corinthians 7:29) and of an opportunity 
(Galatians 6:10; Ephesians 5:16; Colossians 4:5). � e 
liturgy is thus an opportune time, an opportunity, for 
us to test ourselves before God’s opportune time, the set 
time, to judge us. We had better give serious heed to the 
fact that partaking of the Bread of Life does not guaran-
tee salvation, as Paul himself had forewarned:

I want you to know, brethren, that our fathers were 
all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, 
and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and 
in the sea, and all ate the same supernatural food 
and all drank the same supernatural drink. For they 
drank from the supernatural Rock which followed 
them, and the Rock was Christ. Nevertheless with 
most of them God was not pleased; for they were 
overthrown in the wilderness. Now these things are 
warnings for us, not to desire evil as they did.

1 Corinthians 10:1–6

A few verses later he observes, “Now these things 
happened to them as a warning, but they were written 
down for our instruction, upon whom the end of the 
ages has come” (1 Corinthians 10:11). � us, we as be-
lievers are always those “upon whom the end of the ages 
has come.” If this is so, then every liturgy may prove to 
be our last test to prepare us for the � nal judgment.

As we hear in the Gospel of Matthew we will be 
judged on how we behaved toward those in need, those 
who are less fortunate than we. � is is precisely what 
Paul criticized the Corinthians of not doing at their 
Eucharistic gatherings: “When you meet together, it is 
not the Lord’s Supper that you eat. For in eating, each 
one goes ahead with his own meal, and one is hungry 
and another is drunk.” What Paul communicated to the 
Corinthians goes back to Jesus Himself, who similarly 
scolded His disciples for wanting to dismiss the crowds 

without feeding them. Although the episode of feeding 
the crowds is found several times in the Gospels, I would 
like to quote the earliest and most impressive passage 
found in Mark:

As He went ashore He saw a great throng, and He 
had compassion on them, because they were like 
sheep without a shepherd; and He began to teach 
them many things. And when it grew late, His 
 disciples came to Him and said, “� is is a lonely 
place, and the hour is now late; send them away, to 
go into the country and villages round about and 
buy themselves something to eat.” But He answered 
them, “You give them something to eat.”

Mark 6:34–37

Note two things. First, the action of Jesus and His 
reaction are rooted in compassion. Second, Mark com-
pares Jesus to a shepherd, one who “teaches” His sheep, 

feeding them with instruction as well as bread. One can-
not teach, let alone save, people who do not exist, or 
people who are consumed by hunger. If the disciples are 
to be shepherds, then they should not be sending the 
people away to look for food. Rather, they should do 
as Jesus commanded them: “You give them something 
to eat.” We Orthodox Christians do not need to be re-
minded that teaching and feeding belong together, since 
one of the titles of the main o�  ciator at our liturgical 
services is precisely shepherd. We pray, too, in the liturgy 
that this shepherd would divide the word of truth, using 
the same verb that applies to dividing the bread.

� e Sunday of Orthodoxy, then, is not for us to take 
pride in being Orthodox and holding fast to the Or-
thodox faith – how could one be proud during Lent? 
Rather, we are challenged to hold to the true faith, since 
it upholds us. Indeed, in the original scriptural languag-
es, Hebrew and Greek, faith does not mean to opine, let 
alone ponti� cate, as some of us do, about the word of 
God, but rather to trust in that word, and that word is 
the Gospel, which is an instruction: the Gospel is noth-
ing other than the word of the Torah delivered to the 
nations, as Paul indicated in his early Epistle to the Gala-
tians and in his later Letter to the Romans. � e meaning 
of Torah, too, is instruction. � at is why, in both these 
letters, he refers to the liberating Gospel o� ered to the 
Gentiles as “the law of Christ” (Galatians 6:2) and “the 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:2). 

Instruction has two meanings: teaching and com-
mandment. � e Torah is replete with commandments 
which, through the preaching of the Gospel, even the 
Gentiles were made bound to follow: “For neither cir-
cumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but 
keeping the commandments of God” (1 Corinthians 7:19). 
� is rule applies to all, without exception, and all God’s 
commandments boil down to love toward the neigh-
bor, and more speci� cally, toward the needy or, as Paul 
puts it, the weaker one. � e Apostle sums this up in his 
beautiful instruction at the end of the passage dealing 
with “the law of Christ”: “So then, as we have opportu-
nity (kairon), let us do good to all human beings, and 
especially to those who are of the household of faith” 
 (Galatians 6:10). Notice the terminology: as we still have 
“our opportune time.” Notice also that whatever we do 
to the members of the household of the faith, that is, the 
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Journeying To Judgment – and Pascha
Fr. Paul Nadim Tarazi

I

It is providential that, whatever the historical 
reasons, the “Triumph of Orthodoxy” is com-
memorated on the fi rst Sunday of the Journey 
of Great Lent. It is indeed a journey, especially 
temporally, since it covers almost one-eighth 
of the calendar year. This journey culminates 
in Pascha, the day of the true triumph since, in 
Scripture, triumph is due solely to God. He, in 
turn, bestows it solely on His Christ. God does 
this by raising His Anointed One from the 
dead. It is this domain in which we have been 
condemned, or to which we are bound to be 
condemned, because we have “all sinned,” as 
the Apostle says (Romans 5:12). Pascha, then, 
sheds light on the Lenten period, and gives 
meaning to it. It stands before us at the end of our journey as a constant reminder that the true 
triumph is not ours, and can never be ours, until God’s coming kingdom is realized in all its glory. 
Even then, not all of us will partake of that triumph: at His coming, God’s fi rst action will be the 
judgment of all, both the dead who will be raised for that reason and those still living. Indeed, only 
those who will have been found faithful will inherit that kingdom.

teaching and feeding belong together



evil, to the resurrection of judgment.
John 5:25–29

If, then, the commandment of the Lord requires that 
we unite in an inviting and encompassing way, and not 
in a way that is divisive, we had better practice doing 
so during the journey toward the day of judgment that 
precedes the entrance into the kingdom. Let us desist 
from boasting about Orthodoxy; rather, let us open our 
arms in deeds of mercy to all those who are in need. In-
stead of inviting others to come and enjoy the beauty of 
our services, as though we have written them ourselves, 
it would behoove us to invite them to come and listen 
to God’s words and commands around which the ser-
vices are woven. Even better, let us go out ourselves and 
do what those words command. With the same fervor 
with which we try to bring our children to the church 
services, let us invite them also to share the money that 
they have saved with the less fortunate. Tell them repeat-
edly and unequivocally that God desires mercy and not 
sacri�ce. �ere is no reason for them to boast about what 
is being done. All we have to do is to point out to them, 
and to ourselves, the opportunities that might make of 
us, Orthodox Christians, indeed servants of the Lord 
and worthy of His kingdom on judgment day. Here are 
three examples. 

�e �rst is the Food for Hungry People Program 
of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese. 
Among its many features, let me single out two. �e �rst 
feature is that the goal of the fund-raising drive is never 
set; it is open-ended. �ose who donate do not do so out 
of preference for a particular project. �ey are simply 
asked to donate for the needy, any needy. �e second 
feature is that this program is geared toward children. 
Each day of the Food for Hungry People Lenten Cal-
endar outlines ways in which children can donate their 
nickels and dimes, but more importantly, each day tells 
why they should do this. �us they are being trained 
early in the Matthean school, where prayer and fast-
ing are intimately linked with almsgiving, as we read in 
Matthew 6. Actually the reference to almsgiving in that 
chapter is �rst, before prayer and fasting, and immedi-
ately following the summons, “You, therefore, must be 
perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect” (5:48).

�e second example is the name itself of the women’s 
organization in the Greek Archdiocese of America: the 
Philoptochos Society, the “Lover-of-the-Poor” Society. 
�e �rst of the four paragraphs of the mission state-
ment reads: “To aid the poor, the destitute, the hungry, 
the aged, the sick, the unemployed, the orphaned, the 

imprisoned, the widow, the handicapped, the victims of 
disasters; to undertake the burial of the impoverished 
persons and to o�er assistance to anyone who may need 
the help of the Church, through fund-raising e�orts.” In 
the particular case of the Greek Orthodox Church in the 
city of Danbury, Connecticut, where I reside, every single 
penny of the monthly collection conducted by that soci-
ety’s members goes for that purpose. No ifs, ands, or buts.

�e third example is the Byzantine-Latino Quar-
ter Foundation, a community organization located in 
southwest Los Angeles. Members of St. Sophia Greek 
Orthodox Cathedral, along with Latinos and others, 
are working to restore the Byzantine-Latino Quarter of 
downtown Los Angeles and to improve the quality of life 
for people living there. �is neighborhood initiative is 
not only transforming a run-down urban area, with new 
sidewalks, street lighting, banners, planters, and trees, 
it is transforming the lives of people in that area. Lit-
eracy programs, mentoring and tutoring programs, and 
a gang-prevention and rescue program are part of that 
neighborhood e�ort. Camp Axios, a free non-denomi-
national camping program for needy inner city children 
and children at risk, sponsored by St. Sophia Cathedral, 
is founded on the belief that every child should have a 
wholesome life. 

As we begin our Lenten journey, as we process around 
this church holding icons of those who lived mercy-�lled 
lives long before us, let us heed their example and the 
examples of so many of our Orthodox brethren who 
witness to the God of mercies, rather than to a mental, 
theoretical and thus ethereal Orthodoxy. Let us prepare 
to o�er to the God of mercies the true sacri�ce due Him. 
In the words of the great Apostle, the illuminator of the 
nations of which we are part:

I appeal to you therefore, brethren, by the mercies 
of God, to present your bodies as a living sacri�ce, 
holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual 
worship. Do not be conformed to this world but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that you 
may prove what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect. 

Romans 12:1–2

Indeed let us continually strive to be perfect as is the 
God of mercies, so that His will indeed may be done on 
His earth, as it is in His heavens, every day of our lives!

Fr. Paul Nadim Tarazi
Sunday of Orthodoxy, March 9, 2014

Worcester, Massachusetts

church, is to be extended to all our fellow humans, even 
our enemies. As Paul writes in Romans:

Repay no one evil for evil, but take thought for 
what is noble in the sight of all. If possible, so far 
as it depends upon you, live peaceably with all. Be-
loved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the 
wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, 
I will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemy is 
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him drink; for 
by so doing you will heap burning coals upon his 
head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome 
evil with good.

Romans 12.17–21

�e reason behind this requirement was given earlier 
in the letter: “While we were enemies we were reconciled 
to God by the death of His Son” (5:10). Beyond Paul, 
this requirement is made by Jesus Himself:

You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.” But I say to you, 
Love your enemies and pray for those who perse-

cute you, so that you may be sons of your Father 
who is in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the 
evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and 
on the unjust. For if you love those who love you, 
what reward have you? Do not even the tax collec-
tors do the same? And if you salute only your breth-
ren, what more are you doing than others? Do not 
even the Gentiles do the same? You, therefore, must 
be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.

 Matthew 5:43–48

�is intimate connection between divine perfection 
and divine mercy is at its clearest when one reads this 
passage in Matthew in conjunction with its parallel in 
Luke where it ends in the following words: “But love 
your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing 
in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be 
sons of the Most High; for He is kind to the ungrateful 
and the sel�sh. Be merciful, even as your Father is merci-
ful” (Luke 6:35–36). �is primary characteristic of God 
is found in Paul’s reference to Him as “the Father of mer-
cies” (2 Corinthians 1:3).

To “be merciful, even as your Father is merciful” is 
very di�cult, if not impossible, but this should not be 
used as an excuse. We are called to be perfect, as God is. 

Moreover, Jesus said, “All things are possible to him who 
believes” (Mark 9:23), and “all things are possible with 
God” (10.27). So there is no excuse. It would be better 
for us not to lose this opportune time to do good to all 
those around us, especially the needy.

We were reminded of the good that is required of us 
just two weeks ago on Judgment Sunday. Lest we imag-
ine that, as the chosen and elect, we are guaranteed the 
kingdom, the Lord told the parable of the ten virgins 
before the parable of the judgment. All ten virgins were 
chosen to be members of the bridal party, and yet half of 
them were shamefully rejected and the door shut in their 
faces, because their lamps did not have enough oil for 
the entire procession. What does the oil represent?: the 
deeds of mercy, as the Fathers explained, understanding 
correctly the word-play in Greek between the oil (élaion) 
and mercy (éleos). Mercy is central to the Gospel of Mat-
thew, where we hear the Lord quoting twice the passage 
from Hosea 6.6: “I desire mercy, and not sacri�ce” (that 
is, an o�ering made to Him; Matthew 9:13, 12:7). 

Let us not take lightly nor �guratively the command 

for such unquali�ed, all-encompassing mercy, since we 
shall be faced with it again. At the end of the journey, 
on that great day of Pascha, “the Feast of Feasts and the 
Festival of Festivals,” we shall hear at the end of Orthros 
and just before the start of the Liturgy: “It is the day of 
Resurrection; let us be radiant for the festival, and let 
us embrace one another. Let us say, O brethren, even to 
those that hate us: Let us forgive all things on the Resur-
rection; and thus let us cry: Christ is risen from the dead, 
by death He has trampled down death, and on those 
in the tombs He has bestowed life.” Let us remember 
that Christ’s resurrection guarantees that all of us shall 
be judged, but not necessarily that all of us shall inherit 
eternal life:

Truly, truly, I say to you, the hour is coming, 
and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of 
the Son of God, and those who hear will live. For 
as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted 
the Son also to have life in Himself, and has given 
Him authority to execute judgment, because He is 
the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this; for the hour 
is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear 
His voice and come forth, those who have done good, 
to the resurrection of life, and those who have done 
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Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful

Journeying to Judgement
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St. George-Altoona $170.00  $390.00
St. Mary-Chambersburg $1,183.28  $1,017.34
St. John Evangelist-Beaver Falls $2,502.00  $3,150.00 
St. George-Bridgeville $1,029.00 All Year $610.00 All Year
St. Ellien-Brownsville $250.00  $230.00
St. Anthony-Butler $0.00  $86.60
St. Paul-Emmaus $200.00 All Year $225.00 209
St. Michael-Greensburg $1,472.71  $20.00
St. Mary-Johnstown $2,350.00  $2,010.00
St. John Chrysostom-York $1,043.48 3,832 $1,012.59 4,229
St. Michael-Monessen $225.00  $190.00
St. Elias-New Castle $1,790.00 200 $1,945.00 200
St. George-New Kensington $556.00 60,000 $545.00 85,000
St. George Cathedral-Pittsburgh $225.00 3,000 $1,069.81 3,000

Preliminary

FOOD FOR HUNGRY PEOPLE 
PROGRAM 2013 - 2014

AND WORLD FOOD DAY  
Pounds of Food Collected
Recorded Through February 2015

Here is an additional and special way to give to the poor and 
hungry and your friends at the same time throughout the year.

You can give your gifts to the hungry in honor of a loved one on 
any occasion such as a birthday, baptism, anniversary, thank you, 
retirement or any other special event. “A Gift from the Heart” is also 
a thoughtful memorial.

Please include this coupon along with your donation. We will 
send a personalized icon card to the person you designate to inform 
them of the gift you gave in their honor.

Send coupon and check to 
“Food For Hungry People” 
c/o Robin Lynn Nicholas 
4237 Dundee Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90027

Given by __________________________________________________

In Honor of _______________________________________________

Send card to _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Gift Amount $__________________ (Please check one)
� Baptism � Anniversary
� Christmas � Thank you
� Retirement � Memorial
� Birthday � Other 

Food for
Hungry  
People
Program
“A Gift from
the Heart”
Celebrate
by Giving

 FFHP WFD FFHP WFD
         2013 13-lbs 2014 14-lbs
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         2013 13-lbs 2014 14-lbs

DAILY DEVOTIONS
MAY 2015

V. Rev. Fr. George Alberts

1.  ACTS 8:40-9:19JOHN 6:48-54
2. ACTS 9:20-31; JOHN 15:17-16:2
3. ACTS 9:32-42; JOHN 5:1-15
4. ACTS 10:1-16; JOHN 6:56-69
5. ACTS 10:21-33; JOHN 7:1-13
6. ACTS 14:6-18; JOHN 7:14-30
7.  ACTS 10:34-43; JOHN 8:12-20
8. 1 JOHN 1:1-7; JOHN 19:25-27
  24-25
9. ACTS 12:1-11; JOHN 8:31-42
10.  ACTS 11:19-26, 29-30

JOHN 4:5-42
11. HEBREWS 7:26-8:2
  MATTHEW 5:14-19

12. ACTS 12:26-13:2; JOHN 8:51-59
13. ACTS 13:13-24; JOHN 6:5-14
14. ACTS 14:20-27; JOHN 9:39-10:9
15. ACTS 15:5-34; JOHN 10:17-28
16.  ACTS 15:34-41; JOHN 10:27-38
17. ACTS 16:16-34; JOHN 9:1-38
18.   ACTS 17:1-15; JOHN 11:47-57
19. ACTS 17:19-28; JOHN 12:19-36
20. ACTS 18:22-28; JOHN 12:36-47
21.  ACTS 1:1-12; LUKE 24:36-53
  HOLY ASCENSION
22. ACTS 19:1-8; JOHN 14:1-11  
  (FAST)
23. ACTS 20:7-12; JOHN 14:10-21

24. ACTS 20:16-18, 28-36
  JOHN 7:1-13
25.   ACTS 21:8-14; JOHN 14:27-15:7
26. ACTS 21:26-32; JOHN 16:2-13
27. ACTS 23:1-11; JOHN 16:15-23  
  (FAST)
28. ACTS 25:13-19; JOHN 16:23-33
29. ACTS 27:1-44; JOHN 17:18-26  
  (FAST)
30. ACTS 28:1-31; JOHN 21:15-25
31. ACTS 2:1-11; JOHN 7:37-52
  8:12
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SS. Peter and Paul Mission- 
     Hot Springs $0.00  $0.00

FLORIDA
St. George Cathedral-
     Coral Gables $1,774.00 300 $2,175.00 1,800
St. Philip-Davie $1,000.00  $1,533.35 100
St. Andrew-Eustis $427.00 All Year $40.00 All Year
St. George-Jacksonville $1,681.00  $1,815.00 202
Our Lady of Regla-Miami $120.00  $120.00
St. Anthony the Great-Melbourne $189.36 214 $119.58 275
St. Peter the Apostle Mission- 
     Bonita Springs $0.00 1,200 $0.00 375
St. George-Orlando $162.00 32,000 $113.00 32,000
St. Basil-Silver Springs $255.00 300 $355.00 300
St. Nicholas-St. Petersburg $805.13 All Year $536.16 All Year
St. Mary-W Palm Beach $685.00 340 $1,389.00 340
Holy Cross-Ormond Beach $1,029.05  $1,293.72
St. Paul-Naples $681.00 1,000 $466.00 1,000
St. Andrew The Apostle-Pensacola $488.59  $370.00
St. Ignatius-Boca Raton   $1,000.00

GEORGIA
St. Elias-Atlanta $2,086.00  $507.00
St. Stephen-Hiram $500.00 2,100 $500.00 2,178
St. James Mission-Buford   $400.00

LOUISIANA
Archangel Gabriel-Lafayette $0.00  $0.00
St. Basil-Metairie $1,178.00  $25.00

MISSISSIPPI
St. George-Vicksburg $1,189.86  $651.25 982
St. Peter-Madison $40.00  $50.00

NORTH CAROLINA
Ss Peter & Paul-Boone $134.00 2,000 $35.50 2,000
All Saints-Raleigh $1,875.00 1,461 $1,901.31 1,216

SOUTH CAROLINA
St. Catherine-Aiken $100.00  $189.59
St. Barnabas-Lexington $160.00  $259.61
St. Nicholas-Myrtle Beach $55.00  $30.00
Christ the Savior-Anderson $635.15 1,322 $480.81 All Year

TENNESSEE
Holy Resurrection-Johnson City $215.30  $0.00
St. Ignatius-Franklin $220.00  $0.00 7,000
St. John-Memphis $238.67 All Year $765.00 All Year
St. Elizabeth-Murfreesboro $557.82  $585.50
St. Nicholas-Jackson   $1,390.00

TOTAL MIAMI AND 
THE SOUTHEAST $19,468.28 42,387 $19,580.22 50,093

WICHITA AND MID-AMERICA

COLORADO
St.  Luke- Erie $1,507.56 550 $1,626.07 500
St. Augustine of Hippo-Denver $360.00  $475.00
St. Elias-Arvada $10,000.00  $10,000.00
St. Mark-Denver $0.00 370 $100.00 380
St. Columba-Lafayette $275.04  $186.33
St. James-Fort Collins $212.52  $157.15
St. John Chrysostom-Lakewood $426.72  $0.00

IOWA
St. Thomas-Sioux City $55.00  $543.16

KANSAS
St. Michael the Archangel-Wichita $299.29  $0.00
Ss Peter & Paul-Topeka $38.40 208 $226.64 200
St. George Cathedral-Wichita $2,764.10 13,000 $3,268.55 10,500
St. Mary-Wichita $308.91 All Year $125.00 All Year
All Saints-Salina $0.00  $0.00
St. Mary Magdalene-Manhattan $0.00  $0.00
Holy Transfiguration - Hillsboro $275.00  $372.52
St. Basil-Kansas City $474.00  $0.00
Three Hierarchs Mission-Garden City $56.64 All Year $0.00 All Year

LOUISIANA
St. John the Divine-Lake Charles $25.00  $0.00
St. Nicholas-Shreveport $178.87 All Year $0.00 All Year

NEW MEXICO
Holy Trinity-Santa Fe $475.32     475 $359.20 478

NEBRASKA
St. George-Kearney $180.00  $0.00
St. Mary-Omaha $228.00 10,000 $352.00 11,175
St. Vincent of Lerins-Omaha $0.00 100 $25.00 132

OKLAHOMA
Church of the Ascension-Norman $0.00  $0.00
St. Elijah-Oklahoma City $4,434.26 All Year $5,132.29 All Year
St. Antony-Tulsa $294.75  $445.74
St. James-Stillwater $25.00  $0.00

SOUTH DAKOTA
St.  John the Theologian-
     Rapid City $149.00 3,976 $498.00 7,000

TEXAS
St. Elias-Austin $441.80 All Year $297.96 1,100
St. John the Forerunner-Cedar Park $0.00 1,000 $25.00 1,300
St. Michael-Beaumont $500.00  $500.00
St. Ephraim the Syrian-
     San Antonio $0.00 250 $0.00 250
Ss Constantine & Helen-Dallas $782.00  $400.00
St. George-El Paso $254.00 All Year $0.00 All Year
St. Peter-Fort Worth $600.00 All Year $1,225.00 All Year
St. Joseph-Houston $796.86 All Year $543.35 All Year
St. George-Houston $7,320.00 All Year $7,500.85 All Year
St.  Paul-Katy $390.36  $0.00
St. Luke-Abilene $515.00  $50.00
St. Anthony the Great-Spring $345.00  $165.80
St. Sophia-Dripping Springs $268.77 All Year $155.75 All Year
Our Lady of Walsingham-Mesquite $210.00  $153.00
St.  Benedict-Wichita Falls $440.50  $321.75
Forty Holy Martyrs of Sebaste-
     Sugar Land $15.00  $288.24
St.  Silouan the Athonite-
     College Station $50.00 350 $139.66 468
Christ the Saviour-Jacksonville $0.00 27,000 $0.00 16,300
St. Thomas Mission-Fredricksburg $60.32 100 $154.70 105
Holy Cross Mission-Odessa $0.00  $0.00
St. Andrew Mission-Woodway

St. Philip-Souderton $2,609.28 All Year $4,689.55 All Year
St. George-Upper Darby $531.00  $0.00
St. Mary-Wilkes-Barre $2,272.00 150 $2,500.00 100
Holy Ascension Mission-
     West Chester $888.04  $655.30

VIRGINIA
St. Patrick-Warrenton $202.77 438 $325.00 450
St. Basil the Great-Hampton $187.86  $125.00
St. Raphael of Brooklyn Mission-
     Chantilly $380.67 200 $590.04 200
Holy Trinity-Lynchburg $510.96  $705.75

WEST VIRGINIA
St. Nicholas-Beckley $375.00 2,000 $400.00 2,000
St. George Cathedral-Charleston $5,725.00 All Year $6,700.00 All Year
Church of Holy Spirit-Huntington $275.00 All Year $275.00 All Year

TOTAL CHARLESTON/OAKLAND & 
MID-ATLANTIC $28,283.92 69,964 $31,119.10 96,502

TOLEDO AND THE MIDWEST

IOWA
St. George-Cedar Rapids $1,721.00 All Year $2,354.00 All Year
St. Raphael of Brooklyn-Iowa City $397.59 All Year $258.18 All Year

ILLINOIS
St. Nicholas-Urbana $600.00 All Year $2,585.00 All Year
St. George-Cicero $1,219.05  $1,090.00
All Saints-Chicago $3,208.85 6,172 $3,199.83 6,000
St. Elias-Peoria $0.00  $25.00
St. George-Spring Valley $595.00  $650.00
Holy Transfiguration-Warrenville $512.93 273 $633.15 280
St. Mary-Palos Heights $653.07 490 $500.00 1,600

INDIANA
All Saints-Bloomington $1,350.00 99,942 $879.00 72,274
St. John Chrysostom-Fort Wayne $648.82  $445.37 7,788
Holy Resurrection-Hobart $0.00  $5.00
St. George-Fishers $578.16 475 $1,527.75 476
St. George-Terre Haute $150.00  $250.00
St. Mary-Goshen $169.09 1,500 $241.90 1,500
St. Mary of Egypt-Greenwood $265.00 130 $285.00 150
St. Ananias-Evansville $50.00 200 $50.00 200

KENTUCKY
St. Andrew-Lexington $700.00 4,000 $850.00 4,000
St. Michael-Louisville $2,010.00 85,000 $2,440.00 85,000
Holy Apostles-Bowling Green $375.90 4,057 $339.88 4,226

MICHIGAN
Holy Incarnation-Lincoln Park $0.00  $0.00
St. Mary-Berkley $0.00  $100.00
St. George-Troy $1,230.00  $950.00
St. George-Flint $1,163.00 All Year $1,217.87 All Year
St. George-Grand Rapids $1,127.38 500 $800.00 400
St. Nicholas-Grand Rapids $2,255.00 All Year $2,285.18 All Year
St. Mary-Iron Mountain $0.00  $0.00
St. Simon-Ironwood $50.00  $0.00
Basilica of St. Mary-Livonia $130.00 500 $275.00 500
St. James-Williamston $155.73 218 $220.00 207
St. Catherine of Alexandria-
     Ypsilanti $277.00  $0.00
Holy Cross Mission-Dorr $186.00  $100.00

Holy Incarnation-Allen Park $0.00  $0.00

MINNESOTA
St. George-West St.  Paul $439.72  $761.65

MISSOURI
All Saints of North America-
     Maryland Heights $298.50 2,000 $234.50 2,000
St. John The Theologian-
     Cape Girardeau $0.00  $281.92

OHIO
St. George-Akron $545.00  $925.00
St. George-Canton $565.00  $614.00
St. Luke The Evangelist Mission-
     Chagrin Falls $0.00  $1,025.00
St. George-Cleveland $1,450.00 All Year $190.00 All Year
St. James-Loveland $0.00  $100.00
St. Matthew-N Royalton $331.00 6,000 $520.01 6,500
St. Elias-Sylvania $250.00  $750.00
St. George Cathedral-Toledo $525.00 11,000 $285.50 11,000
St. Mark-Youngstown $1,700.00 All Year $1,400.00 All Year
St. Barnabas-Sunbury $226.70 All Year $251.00 All Year

ONTARIO
St. Ignatius Antioch-Windsor $0.00  $0.00 238

WISCONSIN
St. Elias-La Crosse $339.15 87 $515.37 95
St. Nicholas-Cedarburg $625.00  $550.00 4,170
St. Ignatius-Madison $280.00  $0.00

TOTAL TOLEDO AND 
THE MIDWEST $29,353.64 222,544 $32,961.06 208,604

WORCESTER AND NEW ENGLAND

MASSACHUSETTS
St. Michael-Cotuit $444.34 528 $275.00 500
St. Mary-Cambridge $927.07 All Year $799.80 All Year
St. John of Damascus-Dedham $2,010.00  $2,427.63
St. George-Lawrence $1,393.00  $1,353.00
St. George-Lowell $0.00  $598.27
St. George-Norwood $3,920.24 429 $1,830.00 650
St. George-W Roxbury $1,545.00 6,500 $1,194.00 6,500
St. George Cathedral-Worcester $2,882.82 14,000 $3,721.45 14.000
St.  Stephen- Springfield $0.00  $0.00
Emmanuel-Warren $0.00  $0.00

RHODE ISLAND
St. Mary-Pawtucket $1,925.00 1,000 $2,295.00 1,000

TOTAL WORCESTER AND 
NEW ENGLAND $15,047.47 22,457 $14,494.15 22,650

MIAMI AND THE SOUTHEAST

ALABAMA
Church of the Annunciation-
     Birmingham $35.00  $30.00
St. Michael-Dothan $0.00  $0.00

ARKANSAS
St. Nicholas-Springdale $682.75  $214.50
Holy Trinity-Little Rock $268.60 150 $245.34 325
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What is the meaning and purpose 
of life? This question often throws 
people for a loop, and they sud-
denly become Socrates, Aristotle 
and Descartes all in one, but God 
gave us the answer in the fi rst 
Chapter of the fi rst Book of the 
Bible: “Then God blessed them, 
and God said to them, ‘Be fruit-
ful and multiply; fi ll the earth and 
subdue it; have dominion over the 
fi sh of the sea, over the birds of 
the air, and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth’” (Gene-
sis 1:28). Many apply this to pro-
creation, and that is part of it, but 
from Apostolic times the Church 
Fathers have made clear the es-
sential meaning: “Be fruitful and 
multiply [in the fruits of the Spir-
it]; fi ll the earth [with the Word of 
God] and subdue it [to His will]; 
have dominion [stewardship] over 
the fi sh of the sea, over the birds of 
the air, and over every living thing 
that moves on the earth [that cre-
ation may be offered up to God in 
a manner well-pleasing to Him].”

The Word   13

WYOMING
Holy Resurrection-Gillette $700.00 400 $137.49 400

TOTAL WICHITA & 
MID-AMERICA $36,732.99 57,779 $36,350.20 50,288

EAGLE RIVER AND THE NORTHWEST

ALBERTA
St. Philip-Edmonton $1,297.57  $1,176.76
Church of the Annunciation-
     Calgary $0.00  $0.00
Protection of the Holy Theotokos-
     Ft. Saskatchewan $0.00  $0.00

ALASKA
St. Herman-Wasilla $0.00  $391.00
All Saints Mission-Homer $0.00  $0.00
St. John Cathedral-Eagle River $1,951.00 400 $1,864.23 468

BRITISH COLUMBIA
St. Joseph the Damascene-
     New Westminster $0.00  $0.00
Holy Nativity-Langley $1,275.65  $226.35

IDAHO
St.  John the BaptiSt. - Post Falls $0.00  $158.77
St.  Ignatius-Twin Falls $69.50 All Year $485.79 384
Holy Transfi guration-Boise $100.00  $0.00
Holy Myrrhbearing Women Mission-
     Bonners Ferry $125.00 All Year $100.00 4,680

OREGON
St. George-Portland $0.00  $1,030.72

SASKATCHEWAN
St. Vincent of Lerins-Saskatoon $448.98  $233.90

WASHINGTON
St.  Andrew-Arlington $10.00  $0.00 
St. Paul-Brier $100.00  $1,690.00
Holy Cross-Yakima $809.19 1,100 $477.95 2,000
St. Nicholas-Spokane $87.50 256 $0.00 250
St. Innocent-Everson $540.00 All Year $0.00 All Year
St. Thomas Mission- Snohomish $0.00  $0.00
Christ The Savior Mission- 
     Spokane Valley $165.96  $0.00
Three Holy Hierarchs Mission-
     Wenatchee $212.93 130 $286.00 150
Saint Katherine Mission-Kirkland $0.00  $0.00
Prophet Elijah Mission-Ellensburg $322.29  $122.98

UTAH
Ss. Peter & Paul-Salt Lake City $25.00  $0.00

TOTAL EAGLE RIVER AND 
THE NORTHWEST $7,540.57 1,886 $8,244.45 7,932

LOS ANGELES AND THE WEST

ARIZONA
Holy Resurrection-Tucson $718.85  $1,275.00 16,215
St. Ignatius-Mesa $210.00  $103.62
St. George Church-Phoenix $675.00 All Year $481.00 All Year

CALIFORNIA
Ss Peter & Paul-Ben Lomond $0.00  $486.00
St.  Raphael of Brooklyn-
     Thousand Palms $214.50 All Year $700.00 320
St. Michael-Whittier $829.00 300 $0.00 703
St. Luke-Garden Grove $594.95 All Year $1,130.00 All Year
All Saints Mission-Rohnert Park $0.00  $0.00
St. Athanasius-Santa Barbara $14.00 10,000 $620.00 10,000
St. Barnabas-Costa Mesa $398.23  $300.00 
St. Mark-Irvine $550.00 250 $325.00 250
Holy Cross-Palmdale $0.00 All Year $0.00 All Year
St. Timothy-Lompoc $164.86 All Year $210.17 All Year
St. James-Placentia $0.00  $0.00
Orthodox Church of the Redeemer-
     Los Altos Hills $300.00 1,000 $325.00 1,000
St. Nicholas Cathedral-
     Los Angeles $20,920.00 24,000 $10,945.00 24,000
St. John the Evangelist-Orinda $963.54  $1,085.93
St. Andrew-Riverside $115.00  $125.00
St. Anthony-San Diego $6,309.69  $5,450.67
St. Athanasius-Sacramento $450.00 250 $306.41 798
St.  George-San Diego $150.00  $75.00
St. Peter The Apostle-Pomona $500.00  $574.95
St. Nicholas-San Francisco $160.00 All Year $0.00 All Year
St. Stephen-Campbell $415.52  $525.00 700
St. Matthew-Torrance $378.48  $100.00
St. Michael-Van Nuys $1,824.75 1,200 $1,940.14 17,000
Holy Virgin Mary-W Sacramento $300.00  $700.00
St. Timothy-Fairfi eld $20.00  $0.00
St. John-San Juan Capistrano $0.00  $50.00
St. George-Upland $0.00  $0.00
St. James Mission-Modesto $226.35  $279.63
St. Gabriel-Angels Camp $0.00  $0.00

NEVADA
St. Michael-Las Vegas $50.00  $150.00

TOTAL LOS ANGELES AND 
THE WEST $37,452.72 37,000 $28,263.52 70,986

INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTIONS RECORDED THROUGH
FEBRUARY 28, 2015 $2,830.00  $2,665.00

TOTAL CONTRIBUTIONS: $201,150.84 494,843 $200,867.63 536,516

The Purpose of Life?
AN OR THODOX CHRIST IAN PERSPECTIVE
Reader Daniel Manzuk

What is the meaning and purpose 
of life? This question often throws 
people for a loop, and they sud-
denly become Socrates, Aristotle 
and Descartes all in one, but God 
gave us the answer in the fi rst 
Chapter of the fi rst Book of the 
Bible: “Then God blessed them, 
and God said to them, ‘Be fruit-
ful and multiply; fi ll the earth and 

Antiochian Village 
Sacred Arts Camps  

Byzan�ne Chant Camp   
Learn more about the Byzan ne 

music of our Church, and learn to 
chant using Byzan ne nota on! 

 

Instructors: Rassem El Massih                
& Greg Abdalah 

 June 14‐26, 2015 

Iconography Camp  
Learn more about Byzan ne     

iconography, and paint                 
an icon! 

 

Instructor: Kh. Erin Kimme� 

 July 12‐20, 2015 

Learn more at www.avcamp.org/programs/sacredarts 
Register online at www.avcamp.org 
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called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does 
and teaches them, he shall be called great in the kingdom 
of heaven.”

Matthew 5:17–19; Galatians 1:6–9

He tells us this that the Christian faith we express may be the 
true faith, lest we succumb to false prophets and be led astray 
(Mark 13:22; 2 Timothy 4:3–5); or worse, become false prophets 
and draw others away from Christ (Matthew 23:15). 

�us equipped, whatever job, career, or vocation we have – 
house-spouse (domestic CEO) to corporate CEO – we are to 
carry it out in a manner which expresses our faith and brings 
people to us that we may bring them to Christ. St. Paul, in 
the selection from Ephesians above, is laying out for us how we 
are prepared and instructed to carry out the calling we received 
from Christ:

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its �avor, 
how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but 
to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. You are 
the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be 
hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, 
but on a lamp-stand, and it gives light to all who are in the 
house. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.”

Matthew 5:13–16; Daniel 12:3 

By living a truly Christian life, one of fasting, prayer, re-
pentance and good-works, in accordance with the whole of 
Scripture – not just the bits and pieces we like – we may grow 
closer to each other and through each other to Christ (Ephe-
sians 4:15–16), truly becoming His Body (1 Corinthians 12). 
In uniting with Him in His Body, we gain the ultimate reward – 
eternal life: “As the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted 
the Son to have life in Himself ” (John 5:26); and, “God has 
given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has the 
Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have 
life” (1 John 5:11–12). 

�is is our ultimate purpose; to work toward the ful�llment 
of God’s desire that “all men . . . be saved and . . . come to the 
knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4). �is is why we are 
here. �is is why God created us: to share His love with us and 
for us to share it with each other, building each other up to be-
come as much like Him as possible (1 Peter 1:15–16; Leviticus 
19:2, 20:7). As St. Irenaeus of Lyons said, “God became Man 
that Man may become like God” – which is why we end litanies 
by saying, “Let us commend ourselves and each other and our 
whole life unto Christ our God.” What is the meaning of life? 
To make the world and everything in it holy (Psalm 24:1) and to 
“enter into the joy of [our] Lord” (Matthew 25:21, 23) – eternal 
life, in the company of the Just.

Reader Daniel Manzuk
St. Mary’s Cathedral (OCA), Minneapolis, Minnesota

Humanity is called to be Prophet, Priest and King. 
Prophet – every word and action of ours is divinely-
inspired; Priest – o�er ourselves and those around us to 
God and receive them back sancti�ed, as parents do at 
Baptism (Luke 2:25–35); King – have stewardship of 
God’s creation in accordance with His example: “You 
know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 
and those who are great exercise authority over them. 
Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires 
to become great among you, let him be your servant. 
And whoever desires to be �rst among you, let him be 
your slave – just as the Son of Man did not come to be 
served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 
many” (Matthew 20:25–28; see also: Luke 22:24–30). 
As such, we truly become “a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, His own special people, that 
you may proclaim the praises of Him Who called you 
out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1Peter 2:9, 
ful�lling Exodus 19:6). 

�ose we call priests (and the whole Church hierar-
chy) are the “High Priests” of this Royal Priesthood; set 
apart to equip us – the saints – for our ministry in the 
world, as St. Paul makes clear: 

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you to walk worthy of the calling with which you 
were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with 
longsu�ering, bearing with one another in love, 
endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. �ere is one body and one Spirit, 
just as you were called in one hope of your call-
ing; one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; one God 
and Father of all, Who is above all, and through 
all, and in you all. But to each one of us grace was 
given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 
�erefore He says: “When He ascended on high, 

He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.*” 
(Now this, “He ascended” – what does it mean but 
that He also �rst descended into the lower parts 
of the earth? He Who descended is also the One 
Who ascended far above all the heavens, that He 
might �ll all things.) And He Himself gave some 
to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, 
and some pastors and teachers, for the equipping 
of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edify-
ing of the body of Christ, till we all come to the 
unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the 
stature of the fullness of Christ; that we should no 
longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery 
of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plot-
ting, but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up 
in all things into Him Who is the head – Christ 
– from Whom the whole body, joined and knit 
together by what every joint supplies, according to 
the e�ective working by which every part does its 
share, causes growth of the body for the edifying 
of itself in love.

Ephesians 4:1–16
(See also Romans 12; *Psalm 68:18)

�e clergy and the Holy Tradition are there to en-
sure that what we practice is what Christ preached as 
recorded in Scripture – the heart of Holy Tradition:

“Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or 
the Prophets. I did not come to destroy but to 
ful�ll. For assuredly, I say to you, till heaven and 
earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no 
means pass from the law till all is ful�lled. Who-
ever therefore breaks one of the least of these 
 commandments, and teaches men so, shall be 
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Purpose of Life

ANTIOCHIAN HOUSE OF STUDIES
MASTER OF ARTS DEGREE IN PASTORAL COUNSELING

Are you a clergyman interested in furthering your education in counseling?

Are you a counselor interested in Orthodox integration in your work?

Are you a lay person interested in a Church vocation in pastoral counseling?

Consider the new AHOS Master of Arts in Pastoral Counseling program:

 (a)  7 courses in Orthodox Christian studies with emphasis on Pastoral 
Theology;

 (b)  1 course in each of the 8 domains of clinical counseling, all with an 
immediate emphasis on integration from an orthodox perspective;

 (c)  Yearly residency weeks with didactic presenttions from some of
  the world’s leading voices in Orthodox pastoral counseling;

 (d)  A 550D hour clinical practicum, offered over 3 years in a  supervisory 
cohort, and leading to national board certifi cation in pastoral 
 counseling with the American Association of Pastoral Counselors.

The Church is Our Spiritual Hospital. We’re Training First-Responders.

For more information, contact us at AHOS.MAPC@gmail.com.



It is clear that the Divine Liturgies of the various 
nations and Apostolic Sees of the Church have been 
shaped, in�uenced and developed by the ethnic cultures 
in which they were found. �is is how it has always 
been, and is the established norm of the Church. It is 
important to remember, however, that they all retained 
the core elements of a valid Eucharistic Liturgy and were 
approved for use by the Church.

When Orthodoxy came to the shores of North 
America, it found itself in a very di�erent culture with a 
diverse mix of people, predominately of Western North-
ern European descent. �ese Western Americans knew 
little or nothing of the Eastern culture of these new im-
migrants, nor of their form of worship – which, by and 
large, remains an unfortunate fact to this day. �e “best 
kept secret” perhaps?

�e �rst Northern European settlers of North Amer-
ica were Protestant Puritans �eeing religious oppression 
in Europe. �ey were soon followed by Anglican Chris-
tians who worshipped God in a liturgy derived from the 
venerable Liturgy of St. Gregory the Great. Presbyterians, 
Lutherans, Methodists and representatives of various 
other Protestant groups arrived too, all with a heritage 
that once was rooted in the Liturgy of Rome. �e Ro-
man Catholics followed, utilizing the Tridentine Liturgy, 
the adjusted Gregorian Liturgy of the Council of Trent. 
(�is adjustment was the �rst change to the Gregorian 
Liturgy in over a thousand years.) In the 1960s, Vatican 
II radically reformed and changed the Tridentine liturgy, 
removing a signi�cant amount of theologically impor-
tant content and creating what is called the Novus Ordo 
(New Order) that we see today in the Roman Catholic 
Church. �is Novus Ordo liturgy has no connection to 
the liturgies of the early Church and is seriously de�cient.

So, why is the Western-Rite Liturgy important to-
day in the Orthodox Church? St. John Maximovitch is 
quoted as saying, “Never, never, never let anyone tell you 
that, in order to be Orthodox, you must be Eastern. �e 
West was fully Orthodox for a thousand years, and her 
venerable liturgy is far older than any of her heresies.” 
�ese Western-Rite liturgies of the Orthodox Church 
are a restoration to the Church of what once belonged 
to her. It is a “coming home” of sorts and these liturgies 
have been blessed and approved by several Holy Synods 
for Westerners who seek a home in Holy Orthodoxy, 
with the ability to worship in their culturally familiar 
liturgies. �ere is nothing de�cient whatsoever in these 
restored Orthodox liturgies. Yes, they may be cultur-
ally di�erent, unfamiliar, and even foreign to those of 
an Eastern heritage; as foreign as the Eastern Liturgies 

are to those of a Western heritage. Being di�erent is not 
right, wrong or unequal, it is just di�erent. �e same 
God is worshiped and glori�ed, the same Eucharist is 
celebrated, the same unity of heaven and earth occurs 
on the Altar.

�e Western liturgies are fully sung using Gregorian 
Chant, with chanters, choirs and hymns. �e vestments 
are di�erent. �e Eastern and Western Saints of the pre-
schismatic Church are venerated. Identically, priests, 
deacons, sub-deacons, readers and acolytes serve in Or-
thodox Western liturgies just as they do in their Eastern 
counterparts. �e theology and doctrine of Western-Rite 
Orthodox Christians are identical to that of all other Or-
thodox. �e only variation is in their Liturgical practice 
and spiritual discipline that accompanies the observance 
of the Western Liturgical Rite (that is, fasting, prayers, 
some feasts, and so forth).

Although a minority Rite in numbers, the Western-
Rite liturgies are co-equal to the Eastern liturgies in 
every way.

�e chart below outlines the relationship that the 
Western liturgy has to the liturgy of the early Church. 
Today’s Western-Rite liturgy mirrors the liturgy outlined 
in A.D. 1000.

Comparison of the Western “Orthodox”Liturgy,  
circa A.D. 400 & A.D. 1000

Circa A.D. 400  Circa A.D. 1000
Mass of the Catechumens Fore-Mass
Introductory greeting Entrance ceremonies

(i.e., Processions)
     • Introit
     • Kyrie
     • Gloria in Excelsis Deo
     • Collect
Service of Readings

Lesson 1: the Prophets      • Epistle
Responsorial Psalm      • Gradual
Lesson 2: Epistle      •Alleluia or Tract
Responsorial Psalm      • Sequence (optional)
Lesson 3: Gospel      • Gospel
Sermon Sermon (optional)
Prayer Credo (�e Creed)
Dismissal of the
     catechumens Oremus
Communion of
the Faithful  Sacri�ce – Mass
O�ering of gifts O�ertory Rites

     • Offertory
     • Prayers and Psalm 25
     • Little Canon
       (optional)

Prayer over the O�erings      • Secret Prayers
Eucharistic Prayers Eucharistic Prayers

 magine what it was like in Jeru-
salem shortly after Pentecost and 
that first great sermon from St. 

Peter, the conversion of thousands, 
and what St. Luke describes as the 
first liturgical format for worship of 
those first Christian believers: “And 
they continued steadfastly in the Apostles’ doctrine and 
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers” 
(Acts 2:42). After this, the Apostles and these Early 
Church Fathers dispersed throughout the known world 
of their day – St. �omas to India, St. Peter to Antioch 
and to Rome, St. Paul to Antioch, the Mediterranean 
and Middle East, St. �omas to India, St. James to 
Spain, and so forth. Christian churches were established 
throughout the Roman Empire, the Middle East, Africa, 
India, and what is now called the Ukraine. Each of the 
Apostles and these Early Church Fathers brought with 
them the central and essential elements of this Eucha-
ristic Rite which we know today as the Divine Liturgy 
(the Mass in the West). Each of the Apostles adapted the 
Liturgy to the nations in which they found themselves. 
What is remarkable is that, despite the diversity of rites 
recognized by the Church as valid, all of them  retain 
these same core elements. We know from history that 
early Christian worship was essentially a blending of the 
Jewish synagogue’s “Liturgy of the Word” and the Lord’s 
Supper from the Upper Room, as instituted by our Lord 
Jesus Christ Himself.

Chapters 9 and 10 of the Didache (“�e Teaching of 
the Twelve,” an early Church manual dated to the late 

First or early Second Century) describes the Eucharist 
and �anksgivings after the Eucharist as they took place, 
most likely, in the city of Corinth. In A.D. 155, St. Jus-
tin Martyr describes in his First Apology to the Roman 
Emperor, as a matter of established Christian history and 
worship, how the Eucharist is celebrated among Chris-
tians (Chapters 65 through 67). (Incidentally, St. John 
the Apostle falls asleep around the year A.D. 104.) �e 
time between St. John and St. Justin is �fty to sixty years. 
St. Justin writes of the Eucharistic worship as a matter 
of established Christian history. Continuity in the es-
sential elements of Eucharistic worship is demonstrated 
here, and then throughout the Apostolic Constitutions, 
Synods and Ecumenical Councils of the Early Church, 
and down to us today.

�e major historic liturgical rites of the Church in 
order of precedence of Apostolic See (the Pentarchy) in-
clude the following: 

1. �e Liturgy of St. Gregory the Great (Rome) 
[Note: �is is not the Eastern Pre-sancti�ed Liturgy]
2.   �e Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom  

 (Constantinople)
3. �e Liturgy of St. Mark (Alexandria)
4.  �e Liturgy of St. James (Antioch and Jerusalem) 

-----------------
    �e Liturgy of St. Basil the Great (Caesarea) 
    Protothronos under Constantinople

After the Great Schism, eventually the Western “Ro-
man” Liturgy of St. Gregory the Great was lost to the East-
ern Orthodox Church, though we know that a Western 
monastery existed on Mt. Athos a couple of centuries 
after the Schism.
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The Historicity and Potential of 
the Western-Rite Liturgy

I

We know from his-
tory that early Chris-

tian worship was 
essentially a blend-

ing of the Jewish 
synagogue’s “Liturgy 
of the Word” and the 

Lord’s Supper from 
the Upper Room, 

as instituted by our 
Lord Jesus Christ 

Himself.



     • Preface
     • Sanctus
     • Canon

Communion Rites Communion Cycle
     • Pater Noster
       (Lord’s Prayer)
     • Agnus Dei 

(Lamb of God)
Psalm accompanying
Communion      • Communion  
Prayer      • Prayers

     • Post-communion  
        Prayers

Dismissal of the faithful Dismissal:
Ite, missa est or
Benedicamus Domino 

His Grace, Bishop Basil, in speaking to a West-
ern-Rite parish in Texas said: “You are the inheritors 
of a precious treasure: the authentic and Orthodox 
rites that nourished thousands now in the Kingdom 
of Heaven. �e Orthodox Church thanks you for 
preserving this tradition all these years, so that it 
could be restored to her through Western Rite Or-
thodox parishes.”

As the Orthodox Church in North America 
moves forward into this new millennium, it faces 
many challenges; secularization of our youth, inter-
faith marriage, Orthodox ecclesiastical unity, de-
creased numbers of Eastern immigrants, dwindling 
numbers in the pews of some of our churches, 
to name a few. �e Western Liturgical Rite of the 
Orthodox Church, if given the opportunity, stands 
uniquely positioned to bridge the cultural divide be-
tween East and West, to become a home for a people 
in great need of hearing the timeless truth of the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ, receiving with eagerness the truth 
and doctrine of the Orthodox Christian Faith, and 
being able to return to the proper worship of God in 
their ancient Western liturgies. It is a gift that we can 
give back to the West.

Fr. Kenneth M. DeVoie, M.Div.
Department of Missions and Evangelism
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Historicity of Western Rite

s with every saint, St. Raphael of Brooklyn is a 
model of piety and holiness. Yet, as with every 
saint, his holiness takes its own unique direc-

tion. As with every saint, too, we can learn from him what 
shape our own holiness may take. In this case, our holiness 
takes this shape: the will to serve others not by compul-
sion, but freely; not for the praise of men, but eagerly; not 
to hold something over others, but to give without hesi-
tation and without counting the cost. In short, we learn 
from St. Raphael that we should give a “good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, and running over,” always 
remembering that “with the same measure that you use, it 
will be measured back to you.”

�is pious man, whose parents were cared for by the 
holy martyr Joseph of Damascus, was still within his 
mother’s womb when they �ed Damascus for Beirut. 
Extremist Muslims, with the aid of Turkish police, were 
murdering over 2,500 Orthodox Christian men and de-
stroying nearly every Christian church. Despite this tragic 
beginning, St. Raphael grew to love the Lord and his fel-
low man deeply and sel�essly. He was raised in Lebanon, 
schooled in Greece, ordained a deacon and priest in Rus-
sia, and became the �rst Orthodox bishop consecrated on 
American soil. As such, St. Raphael was well prepared by 
God to serve the Orthodox Christians in America, espe-
cially those of Arab descent. While in America, St. Rapha-
el was o�ered several opportunities to return to his home-
land and minister there as a bishop. His heart, however, 
was where he was �rst placed – here, in the United States.

�is is the �rst lesson in holiness that this saint can 
teach us: namely, that serving others means that we must 
be willing to sacri�ce our own ambitions – what we want 
and where we want to be. How often is it, however, that 

Panegyric for     St. Raphael
we would rather be somewhere else? �at we would help 
others, but only under the conditions we have set? How 
often is it that we place self-serving limits on our mercy – 
and so limit our holiness? If we can learn anything from 
this holy father, let us learn to be content with where we 
are now, even if, as strangers, we yearn for our heavenly 
home.

Yet we should never crave to attain the kingdom of 
heaven simply for our own sake. We should also want to 
entice, cajole, lead and encourage as many as we can to 
realize this same goal. �is, too, is what St. Raphael can 
teach us. During his twenty-year ministry, �rst as an hiero-
monk and later as an auxiliary bishop, St. Raphael labored 
tirelessly as a missionary. In the days when most travel was 
by bus or train, he traveled several times across the country 
and into Mexico, usually stopping for no more than four 
days, working to gather together the Orthodox Christians 
in various cities. While his e�orts were aimed primarily at 
immigrant Arabs, his heart was not set on building ethnic 
communities, but on building the holy Church of Christ. 
So, at nearly every stop, he busied himself with preaching, 
baptizing, performing sacramental marriages and serving 
the Divine Liturgy. His goal was to build a community 
centered not on a particular language or culture, but cen-
tered around Christ and his altar. He was about building 
churches, in order to build up the American Church.

How often it is, though, that we see our church not 
as the place to gather with Christ and his saints, but in-
stead as a place to gather with friends and family? �ere is 
nothing wrong in being with friends and family in church; 
however, should not our greater rejoicing be that we are 
with the friends and family of God? Should not our goal, 
then, be to extend that family by inviting all we know – 
co-workers, neighbors and un-churched relatives – to be 
part of our communion by praying with us and receiving 
next to us the holy mysteries?

St. Raphael of Brooklyn had this as his chief desire: to 
extend the kingdom of heaven by bringing all he could 
�nd into Christ’s holy Church. So o� he went, here and 
there, without concern for his own health or welfare, with-
out complaining about weariness. Eventually, his constant 
travels would take their toll and wear him out. But this 
holy father rejoiced that his labors would result, not in the 
praise of men, but rather rejoicing in heaven with those 
whom he had won for Christ!

In this way, St. Raphael put �esh to St. Paul’s admoni-

tion to “do all things without complaining and disputing, 
that you may become blameless and harmless, children of 
God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 
holding fast the word of life.” Why? “So that [with our 
holy father] we may rejoice in the day of Christ that [we] 
have not run in vain or labored in vain.”

Running and laboring in vain only happens when we 
think our holiness adds up to the number of good things 
we have done. If we put away such foolish mathematical 
thinking, however, and instead focus on the well-being of 
others – especially the salvation of their souls – then we 
are truly following in the footsteps of St. Raphael and the 
other saints.

Finally, to follow in his footsteps also means to �nd joy 
in nothing other than standing before the Lord. For where 
else did this single man �nd strength? He had no family 
in this country to comfort or console him, no wealth to 
ease his way. Instead, he drew his comfort and riches and 
strength from his daily communing with God in prayer. 
As with all the saints, one cannot see the story of this holy 
saint unfold without seeing him always standing in prayer 
before the icons – whether in church or at home or on the 
road. Feeding on this life in God, our holy father certainly 
became a fruitful vine which produced, in the lives of oth-
ers, great and abundant fruit.

Let us also, then, be found where St. Raphael is now, 
where all the saintly men and women are to be found. 
Let us, with them, “come boldly to the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy and �nd grace to help in time 
of need.”

Holy Raphael, Good Shepherd and faithful Confessor, 
pray for us!

Fr. John Fenton
Pastor, Holy Incarnation Church, Allen Park, Michigan

One hundred years ago, our fa-
ther among the saints, Raphael of 
Brooklyn, fell asleep in the Lord. 
After several days of suffering with-
out complaint, this missionary and 
Bishop in the American Church 
rested in peace. And in his life, he 
left an example to those who wish 
to lead godly lives.
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One document; a response from around the world
A Moment of Truth is available in over 20 languages. 

Its impact has been widespread. Since it was written, 
churches around the world have looked to it for inspira-
tion, according to Rifat Kassis, speaking shortly before 
his recent departure as general coordinator of Kairos 
Palestine.

Although it has been criticized for one-sidedness and 
it has created continuing controversy in some  churches, 
for others it has been a source of revelation. Many church-
es now question their investments, and some have decid-
ed to divest themselves from companies that have opera-
tions in Israeli. Many pilgrims travelling to the Holy Land 
now include meetings with Palestinians in their itinerar-
ies. Kairos Palestine working groups have been formed in 
many countries and regions around the world.

In Germany, action groups related to the German 
Protestant Church (EKD), a member of the WCC, were 
faced with the hesitant and reserved response of the church 
to the call of Palestinians.1 � e action groups questioned 
the o�  cial position on Israel-Palestine and set to work 
promoting A Moment of Truth and building networks.

“By spreading the message, organizing public events 
and developing educational tools, the movement is chal-
lenging the churches and keeping the issue alive,” states 
the German faith-based   group Kairos-Palestine Soli-
darity Network. “In this way, movements can become 
agents for change, and there is still hope that the Ger-
man churches could cease to side with the oppressor,” in 
the words of a representative of the network.

� e statement from the � fth anniversary conference, 
held in December 2014 in Bethlehem, said many people 
inspired by A Moment of Truth linked their own struggles 
for justice with the Palestinian � ght for freedom and 
dignity for all in Palestine and Israel. Not all the docu-
ment’s goals had been achieved, however. Participants 
pledged to keep critiquing theology in the search for 
what they believed to be a “fair and correct” understand-
ing of the situation, rather than what they considered to 
be a biased view that distorted the Word of God. � ey 
promised to keep resisting Israel through noncompli-
ance, civil disobedience, and the promotion of boycotts, 
the divestment and sanctions, until what they consid-
ered to be the illegal occupation of Palestinian territories 
was ended.
A joint struggle, not another solidarity movement

“Kairos is a vision of steadfastness, resistance and vic-
tory,” Kassis said. “We as Christians live in victory, and so 
we Palestinian Christians live with hope. As Palestinians 
we chose to keep our hope alive not by wishful thinking, 

but by action.” A Moment of Truth is not simply another 
document on the shelf but a movement that inspired 
people everywhere, in the view of Kassis. Supporters and 
opponents of Kairos Palestine would agree  that A Mo-
ment of Truth is like a missile, he claimed.2 “In � ve years, 
we managed to reach the whole globe. If you Google 
‘Kairos,’ you will get millions of hits. Many organiza-
tions were consulted and formed behind Kairos.

“We are not talking about another solidarity move-
ment, but a joint struggle,” he said.

Until occupation ended, A Moment of Truth would 
remain a rallying point for Palestinians and Christians 
worldwide. � e recent surge of countries recognizing 
Palestine was a sign of hope, but more signs were need-
ed, he said. “� is con� ict can end without bloodshed. 
We are still under occupation, but there are signs that 
the world is more willing now than any time before to 
recognize that this is unjust.”

Where politicians had failed to bring justice and 
peace, the church should step in and provide the ethi-
cal and moral voice, he said. Churches need to listen to 
Palestinian Christians, even more so in the context of 
the Pilgrimage of Justice and Peace, a vision promoted 
by the WCC’s 10th Assembly.

“Even if churches say they are not political, it is their 
responsibility when human beings are in danger and dy-
ing on such a scale. I pray they take their faith in Jesus 
seriously and not support the oppressors or stay silent,” 
Kassis said.

Sandra Cox is a freelance writer and photographer whose  interest 
in ecumenical and humanitarian news stems from nearly two 

decades as a journalist and development worker.

Moment of Truth

hen Kairos Palestine’s A Moment of Truth: A 
word of faith, hope, and love from the heart of 
Palestine su� ering was issued in 2009, it was 

the � rst time laypeople, churches of various denomina-
tions, and Palestinian Christians had spoken with a sin-
gle voice on the Palestine-Israel situation. What started 
as a local ecumenical document soon became an inter-
national movement.

A Moment of Truth  is a call to people of faith and 
other “peace-builders” to help end Israeli occupation 
by standing with the Palestinian people, who, it asserts, 
have su� ered oppression, displacement and “clear apart-
heid” for more than six decades. � e e� ort was inspired 
by the “Kairos Document” of 1985, a theological state-
ment issued by South African theologians and other 

church leaders on the crisis they faced in the � nal years 
of their nation’s apartheid era.

� e text from Kairos Palestine sets out to counter 
theology that justi� es occupation and, in the view of 
the authors, distorts the Word of God. It calls for non-
violent resistance by promoting boycott, divestment 
and sanctions against Israel, moves that it describes as 
an e� ort to avoid “repaying evil with evil.” It encour-
ages a responsible and just pilgrimage to Palestinian as 
well as Israeli territories, and warns against what its au-
thors consider illegal measures in Jerusalem, Bethlehem 
and occupied territories, such as land con� scation, new 
settlements, home demolition and the control of inhab-
itants’  movements.

A Moment of Truth 
H O P E S ,  A S P I R AT I O N S ,  I M PA C T

by Sandra Cox

An infl uential document full of hopes and aspirations, having received 
acclaim from groups around the world for highlighting the struggle of 
Palestinians against oppressive Israeli occupation, continues to seek a 
future after its fi fth anniversary was celebrated in  December, 2014.

W
TEACH IN ALASKA
Please prayerfully consider coming to live & teach in Alaska. 
TEACHERS - Our Lord, said, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few, therefore pray the  Lord of 
the Harvest to send out laborers into His harvest” (Matt. 9:37-38).

TEACHERS  - We need you! This may be your Macedonian call (Acts 16:9,10)! Please come and embrace the 
people, and make a career out of teaching in Alaska as a public school teacher. Through your prayers, involvement, 
and example, add stability and vitality to our villages and our communities. The pay is good and the opportunities 
to help shore up the faith of our Orthodox brothers and sisters in Alaska are more than you can imagine!

FOR INFORMATION PLEASE EMAIL:  KEVINESTUART@GMAIL.COM

Also, check out the diocesan website: http://www.doaoca.org/

1.   Ed.: See the “statement 
by the representative 
for the Dialogue be-
tween Christians and 
Jews of the Evangelical 
(Protestant) Church 
in Württemberg, Ger-
many,” at http://www.
jcrelations.net/The__
Kairos-Palestine_Docu-
ment__by_Palestinian_
Christians.3057.0.html, 
for numerous and seri-
ous criticisms of the 
document.

2.  For a critique of the Kai-
ros Palestine document, 
see “� e Palestinian 
“Kairos” Document: A 
Behind-the-Scenes Anal-
ysis,” at http://www.new-
englishreview.org/cust-
page.cfm/frm/60512/
sec_id/60512. Another 
critique can be found at 
http://www.cija.ca/bds/a-
rebuttal-to-the-kairos-
document/.
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BELOVED BROTHERS AND 
SISTERS,

In the Old Testament a Jubilee 
Year occurred at the conclusion 
of the seventh cycle of seven 
years, in other words, every 49 
or 50 years. It was a year of mer-
cy, holiness and celebration. For 

our Archdiocese, this is a Jubilee Year in celebration of 
St. Raphael and, to add to the celebration, the Depart-
ment will give away the Holy Land Posters and the St. 
Raphael Posters at the Parish Life Conferences. We will 
reserve carrying tubes with the names of parishes so that 
you can collect the posters you desire. Let’s make our 
classrooms holy places �lled with art – take advantage of 
this opportunity!

�e Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is reviewed in these 
pages. It has been appropriately adapted for Orthodox 
usage. �e review does not capture the holistic nature of 
the program, which, among other bene�ts, develops the 
child’s con�dence.

May we all rejoice in the glory of the Risen Lord! 

Carole A. Buleza

DEPARTMENTAL NOTES
Church School Directors. Join us on Facebook! Leslee 
Abud is monitoring the page, Orthodox Christian 
Church School Directors. Share your ideas; ask ques-
tions; get inspiration. 

The Path of Salvation. Work continues on my plan 
for a new curriculum, “�e Path of Salvation.” Recent 
posts include 1) a grade-level, side-by-side comparison 
of the OCEC and GOA texts, and 2) an analysis of the 
two series in terms of my �ve categories. You can �nd 
these posts at antiochian.org/christianeducation/cur-
riculumplan.

To assist with another aspect of my research, I’ve begun 
a WordPress blog entitled, 101reasonswhyimanortho-
doxchristian.wordpress.com. Are there 101 reasons to 
be an Orthodox Christian? Stop by and see, and add 
your own! Also, work continues on the middle and high 
school curriculum projects begun in Chicago. We plan 
to have news to report during the summer.

Department Now Funds Training Events. If your 
parish needs a training event, or wants to host a training 
event for the 2015–2016 school year, now is the time to 
put in your request. Please contact your Diocesan Chris-
tian Education Coordinator before the end of this Church 
School year so funds can be budgeted. 

Parish Life Conferences. Along with an update on the 
work of the Department, we will be presenting the key-
note session from the 2014 Orthodox Institute, “Tools 
for �eosis,” which is based on the recently released 
book of the same name by Fr. Anthony Coniaris. 

AO SOCIAL 
 NETWORK MINISTRY
To nurture the children God has 
placed in our care! 

�e Department’s social network 
presence includes two Facebook 

pages: “Orthodox Christian Parenting” and “Orthodox 
Christian Church School Teachers” page, which are du-
plicated in the form of blogs on WordPress. In addition, 
we post on Pinterest. Here is a peek at what is coming.

For Parenting: “Why did Christ have to die?” Parents 
following the AODCE’s parenting page or blog in April 
and May can anticipate a variety of blogs appropriate 
for the season. As we approach Holy Week, we will con-
sider the question, “Why did Christ have to die?” We 
will consider ways to help our children with the di�cult 

topic of the cross and Christ’s death, 
with insights from clergy, parents, 
and professionals who work with 
 children. 

For Church School Teachers: 
The Sign of the Cross. 

Sunday Church School teachers following the AODCE’s 
page or blog will �nd a variety of seasonally-appropriate 
notes, as well. One example of what Sunday School 
teachers can anticipate is a note which will o�er ideas 
and learnings gleaned from the book �e Sign of �e 
Cross by Andreas Andreopoulos. 

SHARING THE FAITH
Department of Christian Education

“Follow” us on Facebook, or “Subscribe”on Word-
Press, to receive each day’s post. We love hearing 
about your e�orts to help your children and students grow 
in the Orthodox faith – please engage with the posts, or 
contact us via e-mail. May God bless us all as we anticipate 
celebrating His glorious resurrection,

Kristina Wenger
Sta� Assistant for Social Network Ministry

At Facebook.com
Orthodoxchristianparenting
Orthodoxchristiansundaychurchschoolteachers
Orthodoxchristianchurchschooldirectors
At WordPress.com
Orthodoxchristianparenting
Orthodoxchristianchurchschoolteachers
www.pinterest.com/aodce

AFR PODCASTER KEVIN ALLEN  
TO KEYNOTE 

We are pleased to welcome back 
Kevin Allen, renowned speaker 
and AFR podcaster, to present 
the keynote address at �e 2015 
Orthodox Institute for Con-
tinuing Education in the Faith! 
Kevin heads up a vibrant adult 

education ministry at his own parish in southern Califor-
nia. His title is “Adult Education is Crucial to the Parish.” 
Fr. Josiah Trenham, Fr. John Oliver, and Dr. Anton Vrame, 
among others, will make presentations as well. �e overall 
objective is to encourage parishes to educate their adults, 
with programs that are “ready-to-use,” and, for individuals, 
o�ering books and other self-study programs. In addition, 
there will be literature on academic diploma and institute 
programs. �is year �e Orthodox Institute for Continu-
ing Education in the Faith will o�er co-operative sessions 
with the St. Raphael Pilgrimage! Mark your calendars for 
November 5–8, 2015.

THE CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD 
SHEPHERD
By Carole Buleza

In �e WORD last September, I gave an update on my re-
search for “�e Path of Salvation,” which will become a 
proposal for a new church school curriculum. One of my 
research tasks is to review a program called “�e Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd” (CGS) that has been implemented 
by eight or so parishes of the Archdiocese. “Catechesis” is 
a common word in the �eld of religious education and de-
rives from the Greek, “to echo down,” meaning, “to pass 
down,” as we would think of Holy Tradition. “Catechesis” 
and “catechist” are ancient words and proper to use for 
Orthodox Church School ministry. In fact, we should be 
referring to ourselves as “catechists.” 

MARIA MONTESSORI, SOFIA CAVALLETTI  
AND GIANNA GOBBI

Dr. Maria Montessori developed the Montessori Method 
of education which is known for mixed-age classes and 
freedom of movement, uninterrupted blocks of time, 
specialized materials that guide the children to discovery, 
rather than direct instruction, and choice of activities. �e 
children learn self-control, which leads to a positive self-
concept. �eir individual progress is charted and they are 
guided and challenged accordingly.

Dr. So�a Cavalletti was a professor of Hebrew Scriptures 
who was asked to give a child religious instruction. She had 
no experience with children, but agreed. Beginning with 
the Book of Genesis, she invited the child’s interest in God. 
�e child shared his own ideas, which she carefully con-
sidered for his subsequent lessons. She continued working 
with this boy, and with others, and greatly valued these in-
teractions, as do teachers of CGS today. She “found a way 
of being in the presence of God that is unique to the child 
and is a gift to the adult who stops long enough to notice.”1

Gianna Gobbi was a Montessori educator. She brought 
the Montessori Method to the religious content that So�a 
Cavalletti provided. Observations of each child’s relation-
ship with God, and the honoring of a “person unfolding,” 
guided their work. 

�e honoring of the child united Montessori, Cavalletti 
and Gobbi. �eir insights and ideas were shared, tried, ob-
served, noted, and re�ned. �e Catechesis began in Rome 
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in 1954, and is now an international movement. Although 
it is a Roman Catholic program, it has been adapted by 
Anglican and Orthodox educators with permission. 
�ere is a National Association of �e Catechesis of the 
Good Shepherd, with the following statement of purpose: 
 To assist the involvement of children and adults in a com-
mon religious experience in which the religious values of 
childhood, primarily those values of contemplation and 
enjoyment of God, are predominant.2

CONTEMPLATION AND ENJOYMENT OF GOD

How do adults and children ar-
rive at such a wonderful experi-
ence? �e three components of 
the program (the catechist, the 
space, and the materials) provide 
a partial answer.

THE CATECHIST.

Usually there is more than one 
adult with the children, and 
children of di�erent ages are 
grouped together: ages 3–6, 

6–9, and 9–12. Each session lasts two hours, unfolding 
as follows. �e catechist narrates (paraphrases) a parable, 
then he/she lights a candle and reads the passage solemn-
ly from the Bible. �e catechist brings out the materials 
(hand-made �gurines of the parable), introduces them to 
the children and uses them with simple movements while 
rereading the text. �is is followed by the catechist posing 
“I-wonder” questions, and allowing time for silence or re-
sponses. �e catechist shows how and where the materials 
are kept. �e children are invited to �nd a set of materials 
to work with (from previous lessons). �ey work quietly, 
recalling the associated story, contemplating its meaning, or 
asking that it be read to them again. Other sets of materials 
may recall lessons on the Liturgy. �e catechist notes the 
activity the child chose so as to know how to o�er guidance. 
�e observation of the child is paramount.

So�a and Gianna remind us constantly to look to the child 
for that sign of a deeply religious life – joy – and to always 
ask the question: “What face of God is the child telling us 
he or she needs to see?”3 

Catechists must be trained in order to have an “Atrium” 
(the space) certi�ed by the National Association of the Cat-
echesis of the Good Shepherd. �e cost for training can be 

as high as $1,500 for the ten sessions of Level I, usually held 
once a month over 10 months. Catechists are encouraged 
to ask their parish for assistance. 

THE SPACE (THE ATRIUM). 

In Italy, a light-�lled patio or courtyard is called an atrium. 
Discovery-learning is foundational to the “Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd,” and requires a room large enough for 
the following: a baptismal area, prayer area, presentation 
area, and Good Shepherd area. Bookshelves and cubbies are 
needed to hold the materials. As the year goes on, and in 
the second and following years, there will be many materi-
als and the need for many shelves. Consider that when the 
children take them out to a table or onto the �oor, they 
will need su�cient space. �eir work cannot be done sit-
ting side-by-side around a table. �e room itself should be 
dedicated to CGS, and not shared with another group that 
meets during the week. 

THE MATERIALS.

�e materials are �rst used by the catechist and then made 
available for the extended self-chosen-activity time of the 
children. �is time, in which they learn through discovery, 
is considered the “work” of the children and the materials 
are the vehicles for discovery. As in the Montessori Method, 
they are the cornerstone of the program. �ey bring order 
and clarity to impressions absorbed there, just as the alpha-
bet enables us to read things. �us the sensuous materials 
are also a guide to the spontaneous work of the child, lead-
ing to the repetition of the exercise and to concentration.4

Just as the catechists are not teachers in the traditional 
sense, and must retrain themselves instead to be observers 
– to “listen to God with children,” paraphrasing the title 
of Gobbi’s book – the materials are not teaching aids, but 
rather contain the potential to form the child. Gobbi writes 
at length and beautifully about the child’s exploration of the 
world through touch, and she is lead to state, “�e human 
person is constructed through the use of his or her hands.”5 

In the religious setting of the Atrium, with extended time 
for work (exploration) and contemplation, the materials 
take on even greater  signi�cance.

�e child’s work with the material engages more than the 
senses or mind; it puts him or her in touch with the true 
teacher, the Holy Spirit, who speaks to the child of spiritual 
truths, of hidden, transcendent realities and calls the child 
into deeper relationship with God.6

Each set of materials is handmade, for the most part, by 
the catechist, although the parish can become involved and 
support the program with their skills. �e materials can be 
sculpted, made of wood, or papier maché, and then painted. 
�ere are vendors who comply with the Association guide-
lines and supply templates for painting. �e materials must 
be attractive and neat. �e making of the materials begins 
during the catechist training. Only one set of materials is 
prepared for each theme, so the children will learn commu-
nity values and sharing. �e children are taught to handle 
these carefully and to return them to their place when they 
are done working with them.

�e materials, Atrium and catechist are the three compo-
nents that partially answer the question of how adults and 
children arrive at contemplation and enjoyment of God. 
�e most important aspect of the catechesis is Jesus Christ. 
“In this shared religious experience which we, as catechists, 
are called to live with the children, there is only one true 
Teacher, who is Christ Himself.”7

CONCLUSION

In order to adopt this religious education program, con-
sideration must be given to the needs of its three compo-
nents, the catechist, the Atrium, and the materials. �e 
catechist(s) must commit to receive typically 10 months 
of training at a cost of $1,000 or more, to the making of 
materials, and to the making of an album of presentations 
(similar to “lesson plans”) throughout the years, as there 
are no texts. �e Atrium, provided by the parish, must be a 
space large enough for the presentation areas and the chil-
dren with child-size tables, chairs, and bookshelves. �e 
materials carry a cost that the parish must be willing to as-
sume initially and as the program continues. In addition, 
parishioners’ time and labor is required throughout the �rst 
several years, for example, for the bookshelves, baptismal 
font, and wooden �gurines. 

With all considerations duly noted, the consensus is that 
the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is worth the e�ort. 
�e adults who work with the program do experience God 
with the children – there is no problem recruiting helpers. 
�e children are calm and respectful in the Atrium, enjoy 
the quiet atmosphere, and do grow in their relationship 
with God. Catechists in the program feel a great bond with 
one another and are dedicated to this e�ort.

Would our parishes want such a program? How impor-
tant is it to us that our children know God? Of course, this 

raises the question, Aren’t they coming to know God in our 
church schools?

�e Orthodox adaptations have made this program accept-
able for our use. �e way the three women studied children 
extensively, and combined the atrium, the materials, and 
the catechist to serve the child’s religious needs is highly 
e�ective. �e method of the Catechesis – the materials, the 
atrium – in its two-hour frame, allows the child a contem-
plative religious experience. (In the Orthodox worldview, to 
know God is to experience God.) It is almost as though the 
child were being taught at home, surrounded by lovingly, 
handmade objects. It is an artisan-crafted religious educa-
tion e�ort which, in its promotion of contemplation, hu-
mility, calmness and attentiveness to the Holy Spirit, reso-
nates with Orthodox spirituality. We can bring the children 
to know God to a certain point in our church schools, but 
we cannot match what the Catechesis of the Good Shep-
herd o�ers.

Reviewing the “Catechesis of the Shepherd” for my cur-
riculum plan yielded many pages of notes. �e research and 
insights of Cavalletti and Gobbi are an overlooked resource 
in the religious education �eld. 

What I particularly �nd valuable about the Catechesis is 
that I have something in hand that I know works. In so far 
as I am able, given that my curriculum plan is spiritually-
based as well, I will bring insights from the Catechesis into 
“Walking the Path of Salvation.” I recommend Gianna 
Gobbi’s Listening to God with Children. (See the footnotes 
at right.) �ere are many les-
sons for all educators. Her 
heartfelt love of children and 
God, which she shared with 
Montessori and Cavalletti, 
comes through clearly and no 
doubt plays a big role in the 
program’s success.

If you wish further informa-
tion about �e Catechesis of 
the Good Shepherd, please 
contact the Department.

DIOCESAN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
COORDINATORS

Eastern Dioceses
Fr. George Alberts, 203.798.1771 

frgeocar@sbcglobal.net

Toledo and the Midwest
Robert Snyder, 330.493.4029, bobsny1107@aol.com

Ottawa, Eastern Canada, Upstate New York
Fr. Christopher Rigden-Briscall, 519.807.2786 

englishorthodox@yahoo.ca

Wichita and Mid-America
Vasiliki Billie Oldziey, 512.694.7073, vasiliki1@cox.net

Worcester and New England
Kh. Anna Timko-Hughes, 978.686.3274 

matannah@aol.com

Miami and the Southeast
Kh. Betty Randolph, 864.261.6058 
bettyrandolphmailbox@gmail.com

Los Angeles and the West and also
Eagle River and the Northwest

(Carole Buleza, 717.747.5221, aodce@aol.com)

1  �e National Associa-
tion of the Catechesis 
of the Good Shepherd, 
United States. www.
cgusa.org/history

2 Ibid., /mission
3 Ibid., / history
4  Gianna Gobbi, Listening 

to God with Children, 
translated and edited by 
R. Rojcewicz, (Ohio: 
Treehaus Communica-
tions, 1998), p.19.

5 Ibid., p. 105.
6 Ibid., p. 24.
7 www.cgusa.org/FAQS

Department of Christian Education



outh ministry is vital to the growth of the 
Church. The Church needs her youth to be-
come the next generation of church leaders – 

lay and ordained. The unfortunate trend, however, is 
that a great number of Orthodox youth are not staying 
in their churches after high school. We can discuss the 
reasons why, and how, and so forth, but that is not the 
scope of this paper. While nearly every jurisdiction is 
currently taking steps on a national level to remedy 
this, the focus is too late. Once in college, decisions 
about religion and faith have been made. Truly to re-
verse this trend, Church organizations must cultivate 
and nurture Orthodoxy as an integral part of the lives 
of parishioners from a young age. Recognizing this, a 
growing number of parishes are paying more attention 
to the importance of youth ministry by hiring full-time, 
or even part-time, youth workers. The ratio of parishes 
with youth workers to those without, however, is still 
dangerously low. This raises a variety of issues.

Additionally, traditional methods often prescribed for 
youth work are often lacking. The prevailing theory is 

that youth programs need to be fun, and thus are fo-
cused usually on activities like intramural church bas-
ketball, weekend trips to amusement parks and ethnic 
dances. While there is a time and a place for these ac-
tivities, they should be supplemental activities, not ev-
erything. There is a fundamental difference between 
church-related activities and activities which hold life 
in the Church as their aim.

The primary goals of youth ministry are
1.  To provide an environment within which our youth 

can encounter Christ;
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To Liturgy and Beyond …
by Gregory Abdalah, M.Div.

2.  To create an atmosphere that facilitates the devel-
opment of their personal relationship with Christ; 
and

3.  Once a relationship with Christ has been devel-
oped, to provide opportunities for the fostering of 
that relationship.

These goals will be met through educational or spiritu-
al activities, and service and social activities. Through 
these activities, relationships are formed with clergy, 
youth workers and, perhaps most importantly, with 
their peers. Furthermore, through these relationships, 
our youth should develop into a community within the 
larger parish community. They become the Church.

Relational Youth Ministry
Many of our youth express an immense need for com-
munity. While they recognize that our current society 
breaks down community rather than building it up, 
they themselves seek community, something outside 
of themselves: a place where they belong; a safe ha-
ven in which they can be themselves, free of judgment 
or ridicule from their peers. The Church, by her very 
definition, is community. Within this community, we 
maintain our individuality by serving different roles 
and purposes, but are joined together as one. As St. 
Paul states in 1 Corinthians, “For just as the body is 
one and has many members, and all the members 
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one 
body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and all were 
made to drink of one Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:12–13). 
Within this body, we come to know God by coming to 
know each other.

If you were to poll adults who are currently active par-
ticipants in Orthodox Churches, I suggest that most 
would admit this is a result of their relationships with 
a youth worker or priest. This is certainly the case in 
my life. If this is true, then those of us endeavoring to 
do youth ministry should keep this in mind, and let it 
govern our actions. To put it another way, develop-
ing and fostering their relationships with Christ begins 
with us developing and fostering our relationship with 
them. Christ shows us what this looks like in the Gos-
pel of Matthew when he brings a child into the midst 
of His disciples. He calls “to Him [the] child” and then 
reminds us, “Whoever receives one such child in my 
name receives me; but whoever causes one of these 
little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be bet-
ter for him to have a great millstone fastened round 

his neck and to be drowned in the depth of the sea” 
(Matthew 18:5–6). As if to emphasize the importance 
for our relationships with our youth, the Greek uses 
paidion for “child,” a word that implies a relationship, 
rather than teknon or other options.1 

The Body of Christ described by Paul is the ecclesia 
tou theou, the assembly of God (literally, “the calling-
out or gathering belonging to God”). This assembly or 
gathering is not simply, “Let’s get together and have 
fun.” There is time for that, to be sure, but this gath-
ering of God is specific and defined by its purpose 
and its ownership, God. It is within this very specific 
gathering – the Divine Liturgy – that we fully come to 
know God and, most importantly, to experience Him 
as those who belong to Him.

With this in mind, it becomes vital to any youth min-
istry to have active youth involvement in the liturgical 
life of the Church. This type of active youth involve-
ment creates an atmosphere within which the Liturgy, 
and by extension the experience of Christ, becomes 
central to the lives of the children involved – the ulti-
mate expression of the relational youth ministry I am 
describing. Unfortunately, children are often ignored 
liturgically – and they know when they are being ig-
nored during the Liturgy. It is out of this frustration 
that they often feel bored and unwelcome in church. 
Active participation excites them and they are en-
thusiastic about coming to Liturgy when they have 
a purpose and role in it. A perfect example of active 
participation breeding enthusiasm would be most Or-
thodox camping programs – specifically those within 
our Archdiocesan Department of Camping. There is 
no distinct choir at camp, merely a group of chant-
ers leading the entire congregation in the singing of 
the services. Post-camp, participants are often excited 
and enlivened, wanting to go to church as often as 
they can. There is a general letdown a few months af-
ter camp, when the young parishioners again begin 
feeling like they are not needed, unwanted and that 
they are superfluous to the celebration of the ser-
vices. Liturgy should be life-giving for all Orthodox 
Christians – the young included. We therefore need to 
engage our youth fully within the liturgical life of the 
Church, encouraging and fostering this excitement so 
it might build.

Youth and Liturgy
Fr. Alexander Schmemann posits that liturgy is “at the 
center of the Church’s life and activity.”2 Liturgy is the 
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are unable to drive.6 Our youth are dependent on their 
parents to bring them to church services and events. 
Without the dedication and active participation of par-
ents, we can have wonderful programs, but no youth. 
Attention must be given to the parents through educa-
tional, service and social activities focused on them. In 
the end, a successful youth ministry propagates itself 
through the parents taught by our programs. Those 
relationships formed in childhood continue into adult-
hood and are passed down through the generations.

Many things threaten to distract our youth from what 
matters. Thanks to advances in modern technology, 
they talk less frequently face-to-face with each other. 
There is a loss of socialization and an increase in a 
sense of entitlement. The more we have, the more 
we think we are owed. Values like compassion, sacri-
fice and love are fading at a rapid and startling rate. 
Realistically, the society in which we are living can no 
longer be classified simply as post-modern, but post-
Christian. Fifty years ago, students said the Pledge 

of Allegiance each morning, followed by the Lord’s 
Prayer. Today, if the Pledge is recited, it happens once 
a month, and the phrase “under God” has been re-
moved. As recently as fifteen years ago, Sunday was 
considered sacred by society. Businesses did not 
open and coaches never imagined holding a practice 
or scheduling a game. With the passage of time and 
changing moral norms and habits, this is no longer the 
case. Our youth are being pulled away from Sunday 
worship by soccer, baseball, basketball and their jobs. 
In this post-Christian world, our kids are being subtly 
reminded each day to forget about God and turn their 
attention elsewhere. We must ensure that our youth 
have a safe environment in which they can encounter 
Jesus Christ on a regular basis. We need to ensure 
that there is a place for them where it is still OK to 
speak about God, learn about God and, ultimately, 
encounter God.

Gregory Abdalah, M.Div., is the youth director at St. George 
Church in Phoenix, Arizona. 

guiding force in a Christian life. Celebrating the Divine 
Services paces this daily – or in most cases – weekly 
life. People attend the Divine Services to be fed both 
spiritually and physically, so that they can be trans-
formed and prepared to go back “into the world.” 
His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP stated this in more 
practical terms in a 1983 Archpastoral Directive on 
Church Schools: “Every Orthodox [Christian], whether 
child or adult, is defined as a Christian in terms of his 
relationship to the Lord and to the worshipping com-
munity, the Church. It is the common worship of the 
Church . . . (leitourgeia [“the work of the people”]), 
which is at once both the goal of all Christian educa-
tion and nurture, and the basis of all Christian educa-
tion and nurture.”3

As discussed above, liturgical worship is unfortunately 
the aspect of Church life from which young parishio-
ners are most often excluded. This manifests itself in 
three ways. First, Church School programs generally 
take place during Orthros or at the end of Liturgy – 
or in some extreme cases, during the Divine Liturgy 
itself.4 Second, altar servers, while generally young, 
are almost exclusively male, thus excluding half of our 
youth. Finally, adults most often dominate our choirs, 
commonly to the total exclusion of children. Clearly, the 
Church is not adequately serving its youth without first 
and foremost teaching them to understand and appre-
ciate liturgy, “the center of the Church’s life and activ-
ity.” I have a distinct and vivid memory of being asked 
to leave the choir at a young age. I also have a distinct 
and vivid memory of how that made me feel about go-
ing to church. These trends need to be altered.

When discussing youth and liturgy, my mother said to 
me very simply, “Liturgy is joy and music is joy. Why 
would we keep that joy away from our youth?” This 
has stayed with me through my work in youth ministry. 
This has to be the starting point; the “first principle,” 
so to speak. This joy is expressed in various ways, 
the most notable being expressions of beauty which 
appeal to the senses. Lofty architecture, ornate ico-
nography and vestments are visually aesthetic ways in 
which this beauty is expressed. The rich and weighty 
material used for the vestments also appeals to the 
sense of touch, while the burning of incense appeals 
to the sense of smell. Music, finally, appeals to our 
sense of hearing. This has a different kind of appeal 
than the other art forms.

When searching for a religion for his people, the Great 
Prince Vladimir sent his servants to Constantinople to 

investigate Orthodoxy. Reportedly, after hearing the 
liturgy, these servants said, “We knew not whether we 
were in heaven or on earth, for surely there is no such 
splendor or beauty anywhere upon earth. We cannot 
describe it to you: only this we know, that God dwells 
there among men, and that their service surpasses the 
worship of all other places. For we cannot forget that 
beauty.”5

Admittedly, beauty is subjective. In its various forms, 
however, liturgy has a general appeal, an inherent and 
fundamental beauty. The primary function of all the li-
turgical arts is to help people pray, and these art forms 
play a vital role in our worship. Liturgy has a distinct 
rhythm and flow, guided by the music. The iconogra-
phy teaches us important lessons and tells us about 
the saints, while also reminding us that the saints are 
with us. The architecture instills a sense of awe, while 
the incense and vestments remind us that we are no 
longer in the world we know. Scripture teaches us to 
“train up a child in the way he should go, and when 
he is old he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22: 6). 
The simplest way, then, to “learn the Liturgy” is simply 
to do it. The active involvement of youth in liturgy will 
teach them the pace and flow of liturgy at an early 
age, allowing them to absorb this fundamental, yet 
unspoken, aspect of worship. Many will go on to be 
educated, adult members of the Church, able to serve 
as conscientious leaders. Application of these prin-
ciples becomes a daunting task. We need to broaden 
our thinking on youth and liturgy, then, to include 
them in our choirs, and allow them to serve as ushers 
and collectors, and so forth, not simply one month per 
year, but throughout their lives.

Beyond Liturgy
In addition to including our youth within the liturgical 
life of the Church more deliberately, relational youth 
ministry strives to bring the liturgical life into all of our 
programs. Our education must be Christo-centric, re-
volving around the liturgical life. Our service must be 
an expression of the love Christ so freely shows us. 
Our social events must be held with the understand-
ing that it is the ultimate expression of our communion 
with God – what is commonly referred to as the “lit-
urgy after the Liturgy.”

Having said all that, the singular most important com-
ponent of youth ministry is parental involvement. The 
role of the parents is vital to the success of any youth 
ministry. For most of their years in our care, our youth 
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Pastors of missions please request a 2015 form  
for assistance to attend your Diocese Parish Life Conference  

and Archdiocese Convention.
ASSISTANCE TO CLERGY IS A PROJECT OF  THE ORDER OF ST. IGNATIUS OF ANTIOCH.

�e Order also supports IOCC, Project Mexico, and other ministries outside our Archdiocese,  
as well as Archdiocese support for Christian education, our married seminarians,  
our youth through Antiochian camping programs, leadership training, and more.

For more information call 201-871-1355,  
or e-mail: theorder@antiochian.org or visit www.orderofstignatius.org.

Liturgy and Beyond

1. This is repeated in the 
parallel passages found

in Mark and Luke.
2. Alexander Schmemann, 

“Liturgy and Theology,” 
in Liturgy and Tradition: 

Theological Reflections of 
Alexander Schmemann,

ed. Thomas Fisch (Crest-
wood, N.Y.: St. Vladimir’s 

Press. 2003), p. 55. 
3. Metropolitan PHILIP 

(Saliba), “Archpasto-
ral  Directive: Letter 

to  Reverend Clergy, 
Esteemed Members of 
the Parish Councils and 
Beloved Church School 

Directors and Teachers,” 
Antiochian Orthodox 

Christian Archdiocese of 
North America, Engle-

wood, New Jersey, August 
24, 1983.

4.  In the afore-men-
tioned edict, His 
Eminence forbade his 
parishes from holding 
Church School during 
Liturgy.

5.  Timothy Ware, The 
Orthodox Church 
(New York, N.Y.: Pen-
guin Books,1976),  p. 
269 (emphasis added).

6.   This assumes youth 
ministry ends at 
eighteen. In reality, 
youth ministry takes 
a different form after 
eighteen. For our 
purposes here, how-
ever, youth ministry 
describes work with 
youth prior to eigh-
teen years of age.

Y
O

U
T

H
 M

IN
IS

T
R

Y

The Word   29



Every year, Merriam-Webster Dictionary 
selects a “word of the year.” This word 
is always a quirky one, providing some 
indication of cultural developments. In 
2013, the word of the year was selfie. 
For those of you who may not be “in 
the loop” with current slang, a selfie 
is a picture that one takes of oneself, 

sometimes with friends, sometimes not. This year 
especially, selfies have become increasingly popular, 
as clearly illustrated by Merriam-Webster’s selection. 
It seems now as though the self matters more than 
before. Even in this self-centered world, however, it is 
crucial to focus on others, through service and pres-
ence with our neighbors. God willing, the new word of 
the year somehow will be “othersie.”

Katrina Bitar, director of the Youth Equipped to 
Serve program of Focus North America, will frequently 
tell participants in the YES trips not only to show Christ 
to others, but to find Christ in others. On YES trips, 
students become aware of the harsh realities of their 
own communities by coming face-to-face with those 
most in need. Through these experiences, students 
are indeed representing Christ and are encouraged to 
find Him in every person they meet. The heart of this 
is to love and serve others unconditionally, as Christ 
does. For me, the YES Program was the first step on 
a path towards replacing my love of selfies with love 
of “othersies.”

I have translated what the YES trips have offered 
me, in various metropolitan areas, to my considerably 
smaller hometown. On a completely random Thurs-
day, my best friend and I decided to picnic at a park 
close to our high school. As we realized that we had 
not even made a dent in the food we brought, we 
noticed a man alone inside a nearby stone portico. 
His clothes were worn by time and stained. His foot-
ball cap was faded from long exposure to the sun. A 
bike, most likely his, leaned against the table where he 
sat. My friend and I, both YES participants, nodded in 
agreement and took our food to him.

His name was Gary, and he absolutely loved PB&Js 
(peanut butter and jam sandwiches). He was friendly 
and resilient. He wore his heart on his sleeve, to say 
the least. Gary was an “old soul,” carrying stories 
heavier than his material possessions. He was once 
married to a woman named Denise, whom he called 
the “bane of his existence.” Gary is a nice man, and a 
smart one, having earned a degree in Computer Sci-

ence from Southwestern Oklahoma State University.
Gary is the same as any of us. He has a favorite 

food, an education, a favorite football team, and he 
loved a woman. The only difference between Gary 
and me is forty years, and my favorite food is a bagel 
with cream cheese. When I realized this, it became evi-
dent that it was easy to care for him and love him. He 
is me, and I am him. Gary inspired me to flip the cam-
era around, and not only take an “othersie” of him, 
but of every person I encounter.

In Luke 10:27, we hear, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your 
neighbor as yourself.”  The way I have learned to love 
the Lord with my heart, my soul, all my strength, and 
my mind, is by loving His creatures, who conveniently 
and most prominently are my neighbors. By using my 
heart, I am drawn to whoever needs my presence. 
When I am mindful of my soul, I better understand 
why the Lord places me where He does. If I use all my 
strength, my service allows me to take more “other-
sies,” and even to taste the rewards of the Kingdom 
myself. My mind allows me to analyze every situation, 
and to decide if my actions are according to God’s will.

Sometimes this is easy. In the case of Gary, he 
and I had many similarities, but what if I didn’t re-
semble him at all? Let’s imagine a new Gary. We’ll 
call her Gabby. Let’s say Gabby is actually 55 years 
old, uneducated, a runaway, homeless, and a pros-
titute. For most of us, Gabby would seem hard to 
love. She deserves love anyway, however, for she is a 
human, with two eyes, a mouth and a heart, created 
in the image and likeness of God. What’s great about 
Gabby is that no matter who she was, is, or will be, 
God is continually pursuing her heart.

So, let’s take a poll. How many of us, honestly, 
would love Gabby wholly, approach her, serve her, 
be there for her, and be able to find Christ in her? 
To those of you who would, I applaud you, but what 
if Gabby is your cousin with whom you haven’t talk-
ed in years? Or your sibling who irritates you every 
day? How many of us would now love, with our whole 
heart, soul, strength and mind, someone who hurt us? 
Would you be able to take an “othersie” of someone 
who caused you pain?

Well, St. John Chrysostom writes in What Makes 
a Man Worthy of Mercy, “When you see on earth the 
man who has encountered the shipwreck of poverty, 
do not judge him, do not seek an account of his life, 

but free him from his misfortune. Let us also do this, 
I beg of you, without making any inquiry more than 
necessary. Need alone is a poor man’s worthiness.” 
Whether it’s your best pal or a stranger at the corner 
of Third and Main, he is deserving of your love and 
compassion. You may know God better if you search 
for Him in others through “othersies” –  selfies won’t 
get you far at all. We wholeheartedly love all people 
because of Christ present in them, not only because 
Christ within us is eager to love, but also because 
Christ in them desires it likewise.

So now the question is, Why? Why should we even 
divert any attention or energy to strangers, when we 
could invest our time in our salvation? What’s in it for 
us? Well, God put us all on Earth with each other for 
a reason! As human beings, all created in the image 
and likeness of God, we should work and struggle to-
ward the Kingdom together, as one body. After all, 
Jesus Christ did not just come down and sit in a log 
cabin somewhere. Crowds flocked to Him not only be-
cause He made Himself accessible, but because He 
reached out to everyone. By everyone, I mean every-
one. He didn’t make Himself comfortable and preach 
to princes of the Mediterranean, but He comforted 
even the lepers, the harlots, and the excluded. In John 
13, Christ is washing His disciples’ feet in anticipation 
of the crucifixion and resurrection. Peter asks “Lord, 
are you going to wash my feet?” and then receives a 
very firm “You do not realize now what I am doing, but 
later you will understand.” Jesus then states in Verse 
15, “I have given you an example, that you should do 
as I have done to you.” Jesus’ purpose was to make 
the Twelve understand that, before God, no master is 
greater than his servant, and they should likewise go 
and, like servants, wash the feet of others. We only 
know how to love each other through seeing how Je-
sus responded to all people – whether wealthy, poor 
or a servant – with love and compassion, and without 
a condescending attitude. No matter his socio-eco-
nomic status or her viral afflictions, a person is a per-
son worthy of attention, service and care. Christ wants 
everyone to come join him in the Kingdom; not just 
the rich, healthy ones! This is reinforced in Luke 5:32, 
when Jesus says “I came not to call the righteous, but 
sinners to repentance.”

To love God with your heart, your soul, your 
strength and your mind, is to truly love your neighbor. 
Your neighbor is everyone, from the person you live 
with, to the person you have yet to meet. So to the 
2014 Oratorical Festival attendees: I charge you to 
take your cameras and turn them around! Stop taking 
pictures of yourself. Start taking them of other people; 
find their beauty. Author and Holocaust-survivor Elie 
Wiesel said it perfectly: “We must not see any per-
son as an abstraction. Instead, we must see in every 

person a universe with its own secrets, with its own 
treasures, with its own sources of anguish, and with 
some measure of triumph.” Right here, right now. 
No more selfies. It’s time for a world of “othersies”: 
a world that focuses on the needs of others, and that 
is working to heal them; a world that uses its heart, 
soul, strength and mind to love Christ, despite soci-
etal and ego-centric norms; a world that loves God, 
and searches for Him within all walks of life; a world 
of people who love their neighbors as themselves; a 
world that, though fallen, still captures images that 
show an essence of what is yet to come, if we begin 
to love God with our all.
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Payton Michael Powers
Judges’ Choice, Oratorical 

Festival of the  
Diocese of Wichita and 

Mid-America
Payton, 18, is from St. 

Elijah Church, Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma.

Oratorical Festival, Judges Choice

From “Selfies” to “Othersies”

ARCHDIOCESAN OFFICE
ORDAINED

HENRE, Patrick, to the holy diaconate by Bishop  BASIL on February 23, 
2015, at the Church of St. Basil the Great, Kansas City, Kansas. He is as-
signed to that parish.

KINKLE,  Vasili (Bill), to the holy diaconate by Metropolitan JOSEPH on 
March 15, 2015, at Holy Cross Church, Yakima, Washington. He is at-
tached to Prophet Elijah Mission, Ellensburg, Washington.

MITRI, George, to the holy diaconate by Bishop  ANTHONY on February 
1, 2015, at St. Elias Church, Lacrosse, Wisconsin.

ELEVATED

HADDAD, Fr. Mousa, to the rank of Archpriest by Metropolitan JOSEPH 
on January 18, 2015.

BITTLE, Fr. Joseph, to the rank of Archpriest by Bishop THOMAS on 
 February 8, 2015, at Holy Trinity Church, Little Rock, Arkansas. 

WILHELM, Fr. Dionysios, to the rank of Archpriest by Bishop ANTHONY 
on February 22, 2015, at St.  Ignatius of Antioch Church, Windsor, On-
tario, Canada. 

DEPARTED

WILLIAMS, Archpriest Thomas, 73, of St. John the Theologian, Rapid City, 
South Dakota, reposed early on the morning of March 12, 2015, follow-
ing a long and valiant battle with cancer. Father Thomas is survived by his 
wife Khouriya Josephine (“Jody”), their son Christopher and daughter-in-
law Hillary, and grandson Shephard. 

CORRECTION

In the article, “A Celebration Coast to Coast: The Enthronement of His 
Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH,” all proceeds from the West Coast Gala 
Banquet went to support facility improvements at Camp St. Nicholas in 
Frazier Park, California and youth education programs. The article’s au-
thor asks for forgiveness for the error in reporting.
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Illinois. Later that afternoon, His 
Grace Bishop ANTHONY and Fr. 
Malek Rihani joined Chicago’s new 
Roman Catholic Archbishop Blase 
Cupich and other clergy in the an-
nual March for Life in Chicago, com-
memorating the 42 anniversary of 
the US Supreme Court’s abominable 
decision to legalize abortion. In ad-
dressing the five thousand pro-life 
marchers, Bishop ANTHONY deliv-
ered these memorable words: “We 
just received the eternal life [Com-
munion]; we must now go and de-
fend life. Each one of us must make 
the ultimate choice that determines 
our fate: I either came from no one, 
to go nowhere and to become noth-
ing, or I came from someone, to go 
somewhere, and to become some-
thing that God has planned for me!” 

This historic visit of His Eminence 
Metropolitan JOSEPH, His Grace 
Bishop ANTHONY, and His Grace 
Bishop NICHOLAS was truly inspir-
ing. Their presence in our midst 
raised the bar, and along with it, 
God’s expectations of us. They 
raised our awareness that “saving 
souls,” in the words of His Emi-
nence, must be above all else. We’re 
grateful to His Eminence and their 
Graces for their tireless effort during 
this visit and for their many expres-
sions of love. We pray that the fruits 
of their labor will be felt for genera-
tions to come. May God grant them 
many years!

Building a Dream   
The Building Project of 
St. Mary’s  Antiochian 

Orthodox Church                                           
Mississauga, Canada                          

“Unless the LORD builds the house, 

they labor in vain who build it.”
 Psalm 127:1

On behalf of Rev. Fr. Elias Ayoub 
and St. Mary’s Antiochian Orthodox 
Church in Mississauga, we are hon-
oured and excited to announce the 
first-time visit of His Eminence Met-
ropolitan JOSEPH, along with our 
diocesan Bishop, His Grace ALEX-
ANDER, over the Victoria Day week-
end (May 16-17). This hierarchical 
honour is scheduled especially for 
the Ground-Breaking Ceremony, as 
well as the Fundraising Gala. 

Twenty years ago, our parish pur-
chased a 3.2 acre property which is 
centrally located in Mississauga, just 
West of Toronto. We continued to 
rent a local church, and were per-
mitted to offer our Divine Liturgies 
on Sunday evenings only. We had to 
endure extra rental fees for all other 
liturgical ceremonies, spiritual and 
social activities.  Our parishioners al-
ways say “al kaneesa mesh men haj-
jar, al kaneesa men bashar”, which is 
an Arabic saying translating roughly 
to “The Church is not made out of 
stones, the Church is made out of 
people.”  How true that is!  While we 
firmly believe that we are all mem-
bers of Christ’s Body, His Church, we 
also recognize the practical needs of 
our community here in Mississauga. 
Every parish needs a physical church 
in which to carry out the liturgical, 
pastoral, educational, and social 
needs of the community. Because 
of these very reasons, we have been 
working very hard, determined to 
get to this point in realizing our com-
munity’s dream: building our own St. 
Mary’s Church. 

Our late beloved Metropolitan, His 
Eminence PHILIP (of thrice-blessed 

memory) visited us over two de-
cades ago when we initially pur-
chased the land, to grant us his pa-
ternal blessing and give us a boost, 
as we were in the beginning stages 
of our endeavour. Now His Emi-
nence JOSEPH will carry on the task 
of guiding and supporting us to see 
our dream become a reality.

Now that we are ready to build our 
beloved St. Mary’s Church, we take 
this opportunity to invite all our sister 
churches throughout North America 
to come join us in this wonderful 
event. We are reaching out as far as 
we can, gathering as many support-
ers as possible to come and lend a 
helping hand to St. Mary’s Church, 
so that we may be what we are all 
called to be: a true witness for Christ 
and of Orthodoxy in Mississauga. 
Your support and contributions will 
help us reach our goal!

St. Mary’s Ground-breaking 
Committee

Most of the events will take place on 
May 16 and 17th, and will include 
the Ground-Breaking Ceremony, the 
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, and the 
Fund-raiser Gala. 

For further information on these 
events, please contact

Anna Haddad: (416) 522-7910  or  
Ayed Ballan: (416) 989-1501
email: events@saintmarysmissis-
sauga.com
web: http://saintmarysmississauga.
com/event/fundraising-gala/

His Eminence
Metropolitan JOSEPH

Visits Chicago

His Eminence Metropolitan  JOSEPH 
made his first visit to Chicago, as 
Metropolitan, to the community of 
St. Mary Church of Palos Heights, Il-
linois, between January 15 and 18. 
Here he joined Fr. Mousa Haddad, 
Fr. Malek Rihani, and their parishio-
ners in celebrating the tremendous 
growth the church has experienced 
since starting as a mission only elev-
en years ago, and to show his sup-
port for them as they expand and 
renovate their recently purchased 
building.

On Thursday, January 15, a large 
dele  gation led by Fr. Mousa Haddad 
and Mr. Luai Sweiss, the Chairman of 
St. Mary’s Parish Council, welcomed 
His Eminence and His Grace Bishop 
NICHOLAS at Chicago’s O’Hare 
Airport.

On Friday evening, our beloved hi-
erarchs, now joined by His Grace 
Bishop ANTHONY, attended a ben-
efit dinner to support St. Mary’s in 
its project to expand and renovate 
its forty-two-thousand-square-foot 
facility. By the grace of God and 
through the generosity of parishio-
ners, the architecture of the church 
will be transformed into a Byzantine-
style Orthodox Church.

On Saturday morning, His Emi-
nence Metropolitan JOSEPH and 
their Graces Bishop ANTHONY 
and Bishop NICHOLAS gathered 
in the church to meet with lead-
ers and members of organizations 
and ministries. Students and teach-
ers from the Sunday School and 

Arabic School, and members of the 
Antiochian Women, Fellowship of 
St. John the Divine, Teen SOYO, 
Athletics Ministry, and Fishers of 
Men (the St. Mary’s men’s group) 
attended. His Eminence addressed 
the full church and answered their 
questions, stressing the importance 
of our youth not just as the future of 
the community, but as an important 
part of the present. 

That afternoon, His Eminence pre-
sided over Great Vespers, joined by 
our own Antiochian bishops and by 
His Grace Bishop PAUL, the newly 
consecrated OCA Bishop of Chi-
cago and the Midwest. Fourteen 
clergy from various jurisdictions also 
participated in the service, which 
included the Artoklasia in honor of 
the Feast Day of Ss. Athanasius and 
Cyril of Alexandria.

St. Mary’s hosted an evening Grand 
Banquet celebrating the election 
and enthronement of His Emi-
nence Metropolitan JOSEPH. His 
Eminence was greeted by over 450 
people, including our own bishops 
as well as His Grace Bishop DEME-
TRIOS of the Greek Orthodox Me-
tropolis of Chicago and His Grace 
Bishop PAUL of Chicago and the 
Midwest (OCA). The honorable Rob-
ert Straz, Mayor of Palos Heights, 
was also in attendance and present-
ed to His Eminence a City Council 
Proclamation welcoming him to Chi-
cago, and declaring Saturday, Janu-
ary 17, 2015, to be “HIS EMINENCE 
METROPOLITAN JOSEPH DAY IN 
PALOS HEIGHTS.”

His Eminence, along with Fr. Mousa, 
presented three plaques to those 
who helped establish and grow St. 
Mary Church in her young history: 
Mr. Eid Swais, Dr. Constantin Atallah 

Kari (posthumously), and the Fuheis 
American Association of Chicago. In 
addition, His Eminence bestowed 
upon 93-year-old Mr. Swais the An-
tonian Silver Medal for his tremen-
dous contribution, not only as a 
founder of St. Mary, but for being a 
catalyst and a driving force behind 
her growth. 

In his keynote address, His Eminence 
expressed his great joy in seeing the 
progress at St. Mary, which he felt 
was driven by the loving relationship 
between the clergy (Fr. Mousa and 
Fr. Malek), the exceptional coop-
eration between the Pastor and the 
Parish Council, and by parishioners 
determined to stop at nothing to 
ensure the spiritual well-being of the 
entire community.

In concluding his remarks, his Emi-
nence said that the incredible prog-
ress by this young parish of St. 
Mary has not gone unnoticed; and 
he pleasantly surprised everyone 
with the announcement that during 
Sunday’s Divine Liturgy, he would 
elevate Fr. Mousa to the dignity of 
Archpriest. No sooner had he said 
these words, than the audience be-
gan chanting Axios! 

The weekend’s highlight was of 
course the Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. 
His Eminence Metropolitan JO-
SEPH, assisted by His Grace Bishop 
ANTHONY and His Grace Bishop 
NICHOLAS, presided at the Divine 
Liturgy. Alongside Fr. Mousa and Fr. 
Malek, several visiting clergy also 
concelebrated at the service: Fr. 
James Ellison of St. Nicholas in Ur-
bana, Illinois, Fr. Dimitri Darwish of 
St. George in Little Falls, New Jer-
sey, Fr. Habib Ghantous of St. Elias 
in Peoria, Illinois, and Archdeacon 
Saed Rihani of St. George in  Cicero, 

COMMUNITIES IN ACTION



 

Help campers connect with Christ at Camp St. Thekla 
Apply online - Applications open January 1st  

for the 2015 Season 
 
Nestled in the mountains of South Carolina, we are blessed to have: 

• lake access 
• 3 outdoor chapels 
• refreshing creek hikes 
• modern cabins with air conditioning 
• dedicated staff (especially our Camp Director Fr. Philip Rogers)  
• energetic and fun-loving campers 

2015 Camp Dates:  June 17th - July 5th 
   150 Asbury Drive Cleveland, SC 29635  

www.campstthekla.org/ 

C.A.M.P. 
Christ Awakens My Personhood 

I ALWAYS WANTED TO STUDY 
ORTHODOX THEOLOGY!

WELL, NOW YOU CAN! AND WITH SOME OF 
THE LEADING ORTHODOX THEOLOGIANS OF OUR AGE. 

ST. STEPHEN’S COURSE OF STUDIES IN 
ORTHODOX THEOLOGY IS YOUR ANSWER.

Besides our theological program, we are also now offering three new 
specialization tracks: Youth Ministry, Musicology and Iconology

These tracks are offered in a distinctOrthodox and Byzantine setting.
St. Stephen’s Course, a three-year directed 
reading program under the auspices of the 

Antiochian House of Studies is open to both men and women.
For  information and catalogue, contact:
ST. STEPHEN’S COURSE OF STUDIES

385 IVY LANE, BERGENFIELD, NJ 07621
E-MAIL: THEOEDU1@AOL. COM  TEL: 201 569 0095

Please send me further information and application forms for:
St. Stephen’s Course of Studies in Orthodox Theology

Name:________________________________________________________
     Please print

 Address:______________________________________________________

City:_________________________________State:______Zip:___________

E-mail:________________________________Tel:_____________________

Highlights include:
Bible bowl • Oratorical Contest •  Game Night • Grand Hufli
Home of Multisensory Majesty of WaterFire •  Low Ticket Rates & much more!   

Registration Giveaway! 
Register for the conference before May 1st, 2015 to be entered into a
drawing to win two Hufli tickets at the 2015 National Convention in Boston!

Book your room:
There are a limited number of rooms, so book early! 

The Providence Marriott
1 Orms Street, Providence, RI

Special Conference Rate of $159 a night
For reservations call: 866-807-2171 &
Reference "Parish Life Conference"

June 18-21, 2015

C
om

e to
 the 77th Annual Parish Life Conference!

Com
e to 

our kind of town...come to Providence!

Go to www.stmarypawtucket.org 

for registration & more information!

His Grace Bishop JOHN, Presiding

Save the Date!

Join us for family fun, heart-warming fellowship and
wonderful opportunities for spiritual growth in the “Creative Capital”!
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