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REPORT TO THE ARCHDIOCESE 

July 23-24, 2015  
Boston, MA 

 
Your Beatitude, Your Eminence, Your Graces, Reverend Clergy, Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 
 Our camping ministry has steadily experienced growth in many ways: from replacing old cabins 
with new ones; to improving our bottom line; to improving our programming and curriculum; to reaching 
capacity in summer camp attendance.  As of May 15, our enrollment is as follows: 
 
Camp Sessions    2015  2014 2013 2012 2011  2010

Session 1 (one week)  44 of 44  37 of 37 34 of 50 38 of 38 51 of 51  31 of 50

Session 1 (two weeks)  210 of 210 211 of 217 180 of 204 201 of 216 189 of 208  158 of 186

Session 2  268 of 268 259 of 261 265 of 265 243 of 254  228 of 254  250 of 250

Session 3  254 of 254 259 of 263 259 of 259 245 of 254 252 of 254  235 of 236

Session 4  268 of 268 261 of 268 268 of 268 269 of 268 267 of 268  248 of 250

Byz. Chant Camp –  1  11 of 14  14 of 14 14 of 14 14 of 14 7 of 9  10 of 14

Byz. Chant Camp –  2  na  7 of 7 3 of 3 4 of 14 6 of 14  na

Iconography Camp  8 of 14  8 of 11 11 of 13 7 of 14 7 of 14  10 of 14

Total Summer Campers  1063  1056 1034 1021 1007  942

Family Camp   33 
Families 

32 
Families 

34 
Families 

33 
Families 

37 
Families 

30 
Families 

 
 
PROGRAMS 
 Our regular camping programs (Summer Camp, Winter Camp, Family Camp and Sacred Arts 
Camps) continue to be strong traditions and successful programs.  Our Summer Camp still is the primary 
ministry for us, and not only are we viewed as a leading Orthodox Camp, but we are being recognized as 
a premiere camp in camping circles according to our colleagues at the American Camp Association.   
 
 We are slowly developing and marketing our Challenge Course business by appealing to school 
sports teams and even the corporate world.  We have several local High School teams that participate as 
well as some regular rental groups that visit the Conference Center, and we are exploring working with a 
few local businesses to potentially partner in adventure/teambuilding programming. 
 
 With regard to programming we have concentrated our efforts on the saintly way of life that God 
calls us to lead.  Last summer we focused on the various patron saints of the camp:  St. Raphael, St. 
Herman, St. Artemius, St. Sophia and her three daughters and St. Marina.  On the last evening of each 
session, we served the Trisagion Prayers for our Father in Christ, Metropolitan Philip.  A homily was 
preached regarding the vision and contributions of His Eminence and the challenge was offered for us to 
imitate that same commitment and dedication to our salvation and the life of the Church.  This summer 
our curriculum is focusing on the Christian traits that Fr. Arseny displayed and are articulated in the 
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 books written about his life.  We continue to emphasize the practical application of the faith that is first 
and foremost rooted in the liturgical life of the Church. 
 
SCHOLARSHIPS  
 With our increased attendance, we are finding that more camper families are requesting 
scholarship assistance.  We are thankful for the generosity of the Order of St Ignatius and their annual 
commitment to provide $190,000 in scholarship funding for all eight of the Archdiocese camping 
programs.  There are few scholarships that have been established through the years that are held in trust 
by the Archdiocese for annual distribution.  We also have made efforts to rally our alumni to raise 
scholarship funds.  This summer we will offer in excess of $20,000 in scholarships from our alumni and 
their efforts at Ft. Ligonier Days.  It is important to note that many of our parishes have prioritized the 
camping program locally and support their campers either through scholarships for camp or by providing 
transportation.  We have received in excess of $50,000 from parishes providing scholarships for their 
campers.  We strongly encourage all parishes of the Archdiocese to assist their young people with 
financial assistance to attend any of our eight Archdiocesan Camps. 
 
 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS  
 Our maintenance staff is forever busy maintaining and repairing our 45 buildings and the 100 of 
acres of grounds that make up the camp.  Unfortunately, the list of projects to be accomplished never 
seems to get shorter due to the nature and age of the property as well as the demand on the maintenance 
staff from the Conference Center as well as the Camp.  As of late we have been forced to hire outside 
vendors to undertake some projects to ensure they get done.  With regard to more significant capital 
improvements, we have made every attempt to be careful stewards of our funds.  We have worked hard to 
make improvements, as well as provide regular maintenance to the facilities from our Reserve for Capital 
Improvements and direct donations.  The following is a summary of the significant improvements and 
repairs reimbursed since last summer from the Reserves for Capital Improvements or individual 
donations: 

 Construction of four Boys Double Cabins (through funds given by Metropolitan Philip of thrice 
blessed memory) 

 Construction of The U – a six unit complex for staff and visiting clergy (paid primarily from the 
tornado insurance claim) 

 Purchase of a new Minivan (through the generosity of Mrs. Elaine Heider) 

 Redesign of the Camp Website (done by alumnus Joe Samra) 

 Repainting and repairs to Camp Pool (completed by our maintenance staff) 

 Challenge Course Development  

 Grading and Graveling roads through Challenge Course, Overnight Sites and Girl’s Unit 

 Redevelopment of one of the Camp Wells 

 Renovation of Camp House and purchase of new appliances 

 Database and Online Registration Development 

 Purchase of used Pick-Up Truck for Camp use 

 Installation of new Phone System for the Camp and Conference Center 

 Purchase of new Server for the Camp and Conference Center 

 Replacement of old camp matresses 
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Another area that we have made significant improvements is in our food service.  Chef Tim 

Johnston not only operates the Cedars at the Conference Center but as of last summer began hands on 
management and oversight of the Camp food service.  He worked in tandem with Sadie Klotz who each 
summer heads north from Florida to run the day to day operation of the Camp kitchen.  Chef Tim handled 
the ordering and scheduling while Aunt Sadie did the cooking and supervised the kitchen staff.  Another 
key element is the implementation of a new staff position, Food Specialist.  Last summer, Kh. Leslee 
Abud served as our Food Specialist and handled all of the numerous special dietary restrictions and food 
allergies for our campers and staff.  The demand for this position has grown exponentially with increasing 
percentage of campers and staff that have food allergies. 

 
We are also developing our outreach to our alumni and all of the Villagers.  Their support is 

critical to the success of our ministry.  We will be trying new ways to stay connected with our 
stakeholders to keep them informed of the ministry and to give them opportunities to be part of the 
ministry.  We will be offering an alumni weekend in the fall of 2016 as we remember the 15th anniversary 
of the repose of Fr. John Namie, our first camp director.  Please watch our website and The Word 
magazine for announcements about the Alumni Weekend.  Last year we made our first appeal for our 
Annual Fund to support the ministry of the Antiochian Village.  We are grateful to all who contributed so 
generously.  We also ask our alumni to update us with their contact information and the years that they 
were at camp.  We are working on developing as complete a database as possible.  Please visit our 
website: www.avcamp.org to provide us with your latest information. 
 
 It is with great appreciation that we thank His Eminence, Metropolitan Joseph, His Grace Bishop 
Thomas, our beloved hierarchs, Mr. Robert Laham, Sameh Khouzam, all the members of the Village 
Council and the many members of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch for their consistent support, 
dedication to and promotion of the camp program. I feel personally blessed to experience and witness the 
commitment and dedication of the amazing young people that make up our summer staff and our year-
round staff of Marek Simon and Chris Shadid.  Thank you for your support of our ministry and please 
pray for us as we seek to do God’s will in helping our young people grow closer to Christ. 
 
In His Service, 

 
V. Rev. Anthony G Yazge 
Camp Director 


