
Volume 53 No. 9 November 2009

49th Antiochian Archdiocese Convention 



 VOLUME 53 NO. 9 NOVEMBER 2009

contents

 Letters to the editor are welcome and should include the author’s full name and 
parish. Submissions for “Communities in Action” must be approved by the local 
pastor. Both may be edited for purposes of clarity and space. All  submissions, in 
hard copy, on disk or e-mailed, should be double-spaced for editing purposes.

 ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION:
U.S.A. and Canada, $20.00
Foreign Countries, $26.00
Single Copies, $3.00

The WORD (USPS626-260) is published monthly, except July and August, by 
the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America at 358 Mountain 
Road, PO Box 5238; periodicals postage paid at Englewood, New Jersey 07631-
5238 and at additional mailing offi ces.

Postmaster send address changes to: The WORD, 358 Mountain Road, PO Box 
5238, Englewood, NJ 07631-5238
ISSN 0043-7964         www.antiochian.org.

Canada Post Publications Agreement No. 40691029
Return Canada address to:
AIM, 7289 Torbram Road, Mississauga, ON L4T 1G8, Canada.

  The Most Reverend
 Metropolitan PHILIP, D.H.L., D.D.
 Primate

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop ANTOUN

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop JOSEPH

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop BASIL

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop THOMAS

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop MARK

 The Right Reverend
 Bishop ALEXANDER

 Founded in Arabic as
 Al Kalimat in 1905
 by Saint Raphael (Hawaweeny)
 Founded in English as
 The WORD in 1957
 by Metropolitan ANTONY (Bashir)

Editor in Chief The Rt. Rev. John P. Abdalah, D.Min.

Assistant Editor Christopher Humphrey, Ph.D.

Editorial Board The Very Rev. Joseph J. Allen, Th.D.
 Anthony Bashir, Ph.D.
 The Very Rev. Antony Gabriel, Th.M.
 The Very Rev. Peter Gillquist
 Ronald Nicola
 Najib E. Saliba, Ph.D.
 The Very Rev. Paul Schneirla, M.Div.

Design Director Donna Griffi n Albert

 Member
 The Associated Church Press
 Conciliar Press
 Ecumenical News International
 Orthodox Press Service

 Editorial Offi ce:
 The WORD
 635 Miranda Drive
 Pittsburgh, PA 15241
 e-mail: WORDMAG@AOL.COM
 FAX: 1-412-831-5554

 Subscription Offi ce:
 358 Mountain Road
 PO Box 5238
 Englewood, NJ 07631-5238

 COVER

METROPOLITAN PHILIP at the 49th Antiochian 

Archdiocese Convention

3 EDITORIAL
 by Rt. Rev. John Abdalah
6 Department of Statistics and Credentials
10  Department of Theological and Pastoral 

 Education
13  Antiochian Village Heritage and Learning Center
21 Antiochian Village Council
24  Department of Inter-Orthodox and Inter-Faith 

Relations
28 Western Rite Vicariate
29 Department of Liturgics
30 Clergy Insurance Commission
32 Department of Missions and Evangelism
37 Conciliar Media Ministries
38 Department of Internet Ministry
39 Department of Stewardship
40 Department of Sacred Music
42 Department of Christian Education
43  Department of Marriage and Family  Ministy
44 The WORD magazine
45 Antiochian Women
46 Department of Lay Ministry
47 Department of Convention Planning
49 Department of Youth and Parish Family Ministries
62 Antiochian Village Camping Program
66 Department of Charity
71 Fellowship of St. John the Divine
72 Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch
75  Proposed Budget for Fiscal Year ending
 January 31, 2011
79  Department of Chaplain and Pastoral Counseling
80 Resolutions
83 Archdiocesan Offi ce



The Word   3

What Does God Think 
About All Our Assemblies, 
Meetings and Reports?

editor’s letter

WWhat does God think about all of our assem-
blies, meetings and reports? Surely they must 
be very important to Him, for else how could 
we possibly justify all of the energy, expense 
and time that we spend attending the meetings 
and writing the reports? 

Yes, they are important. They help us to think 
about what we are doing, to keep track of our 
goals, and to be sure that we are keeping to 
the correct course. They keep us goal-oriented 
and accountable for the tasks that we have ac-
cepted. That is when we are being deliberate, 
remembering who we are and what we are do-
ing, and that we are in line with God’s will. But 
as soon as we lose sight of our Christian mis-
sion, both as persons and as members of the 
Church, we run into danger. We begin to judge 
each other, to worry about how others may be 
forgetting us, and begin to impose our own will 
upon others.

God works though His saints, and moves 
among His people. He directs us and delivers 
us, though we may be kicking and scream-
ing! The more mindful we can be of God and 
His revelation, the better we can serve God 
and His Church. If we are to follow His will, 
we must prayerfully seek it. This means saying 
our prayers and then listening. It means gather-
ing as the Church and submitting ourselves to 
each other through confession. It means that 
we need to know and love each other, not in the 
abstract, but personally.

We come to know God’s perspective from 
looking at our work from His vantage point. His 
vantage point is the Second Coming and the Fi-
nal Judgment. God who is outside of our time 
and space, sees not just our time and place, but 
all time and place. He sees what we are doing 

through the perspective of all that has been 
done and will be. How does this report, The 
WORD magazine, have an impact for eternity 
and express God’s will for the world? – Only 
as much as the magazine itself is faithful to its 
mission to help the faithful of our Archdiocese 
come closer to God by better understanding the 
Church and our common life in Christ. Remem-

bering our mission will surely help us choose 
the articles that will serve this mission. We en-
courage all of the faithful of the Archdiocese to 
keep our mission in mind as we write, read and 
hear our reports and as we serve our Church.

Printed this month are the minutes and re-
ports of the 49th Convention of the Self-Ruled 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of 
North America, convened at Desert Springs in 
Palm Desert, California, July 19–26, 2009. The 
Metropolitan’s Address to the Assembly was 
printed in the September Issue of The WORD 
and is available on-line at antiochian.org.

Archimandrite John Abdalah



49
The Word   4



9
49th 

Antiochian Archdiocese Convention 

July 19–26, 2009, Palm Desert, California
Hosted by St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church, Van Nuys, California

GENERAL ASSEMBLY REPORTS

5   The Word



The Word   6

THURSDAY, JULY 23, 2009, 10:30 A.M. 

1. Metropolitan PHILIP opened the General 
Assembly with the Trisagion Prayers and the 
Troparion of Pentecost.  His Eminence intro-
duced two visiting hierarchs, Metropolitan PAUL 
of Australia and New Zealand, and Metropolitan 
NIKITAS, Chairman of the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras Institute at Berkeley, California.  
He then introduced the venerable hierarchs of 
the Antiochian Archdiocese, Their Graces Bishop 
ANTOUN of Miami, Bishop JOSEPH of Los Ange-
les, Bishop BASIL of Wichita, Bishop THOMAS of 
Charleston, Bishop MARK of Toledo and Bishop 
ALEXANDER of Ottawa.

2. Fr. George Kevorkian, Chairman of the Depart-
ment of Credentials and Statistics, presented the 
department’s Report and declared a quorum:

DEPARTMENT OF STATISTICS AND 
CREDENTIALS 2009

Report to the 49th Archdiocesan Convention
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese

of North America
July 23, 2009

 
From Rev. Fr. George Kevorkian, Chairman Re: Sta-
tistics and Credentials, Article V, Section 4, 5 and 6; 
and Article VI, Section 2 of the Archdiocese Constitu-
tion.

Your Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP, beloved Hier-
archs, brother Clergy, members of the Archdiocese 
Board of Trustees, distinguished guests, brothers and 
sisters in Christ:

“Let all things be done decently and in order” (1 
Corinthians 14:40).

I like to think of this exhortation from St. Paul as the 
goal of this department.  I would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank Metropolitan PHILIP for allowing me to 
serve as Chairman of the Department of Statistics and 
Credentials.  I respectfully submit to you its report. 

We have 84% of the total votes present, either in per-
son or by valid proxy, and it is declared that there is a 
quorum to offi cially open the General Assembly.

PROFILE OF PARISHES AND MISSIONS
The Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of 

North America currently has a total of 268 parishes and 
missions. There are 164 parishes paying assessments, 
36 tithing parishes, and 68 missions. The missions 
are exempt from assessments until they reach parish 
status; however, some of the missions voluntarily pay 
assessments.  The missions are full participants in the 
work of this convention and General Assembly.

COMMUNICANTS
A total of 56,724 communicants were reported in 

the compilation.  There has been an increase of 1,933 
communicants since the 2007 Archdiocesan Conven-
tion, according to the census reports submitted in 
2009.  This represents an increase of 4.0% over the 
two-year period.

STATISTICS REPORT 2009 2007

Baptisms 2,041 1,335
Chrismations 877 460
Marriages 706 442
Funerals 854 578
Number of people moving to 2,607 2,526
Number of people moving from 2,738 1,964

These fi gures are based on the census fi gures re-
ceived from parishes and missions in 2009, refl ecting 
the census as of December 31, 2008.

Minutes of The General Assembly of

THE 49TH GENERAL CONVENTION OF THE 
SELF-RULED ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRIS-
TIAN ARCHDIOCESE OF NORTH AMERICA

PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA JULY 19–26, 2009
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NEW PARISHES AND MISSIONS
We welcome the following 16 parishes and missions 

to their fi rst Archdiocesan Convention:

Church City St. Pastor

St. John Chrysostom Mission Louisville CO Fr.  Seraphim Gisetti
St. Andrew the Apostle Mission Lewes DE Fr. Boniface Black
St. Peter the Apostle Mission Bonita Springs FL Fr. Johannes Jacobse
St. Mary of Egypt Mission Greenwood IN Fr. Athanasius Wilson
Three Hierarchs Mission Garden City KS Fr. Philip Vreeland
Holy Apostles Mission Bowling Green KY Fr. Alexander Atty
St. Stephen Church Springfi eld MA Fr. Christopher Nerreau
Emmanuel Church Warren MA Fr. Kenneth DeVoie
St. John the Baptist Mission Lewistown MD Fr. James Hamrick
St. James the Apostle Mission Westminster MD Fr. Elias Yelovich
St. John the Theologian Mission Maryland Heights MO Fr. Daniel Morton
St. Ignatius of Antioch Mission Florida NY Fr. George Kevorkian
St. Andrew Mission Oklahoma City OK Fr. Mark Wallace
Holy Mother of God and
   St. Thomas Mission Fredricksburg TX Fr. James Kenna
Christ the Savior Mission Jacksonville TX Fr. Finbar Thibodeaux
St. Ignatius of Antioch Mission Port Colborne ON Fr. David Scott

DIOCESAN BREAKDOWN OF COMMUNITIES 
AND COMMUNICANTS
 Number of % of Communities  No. of Baptized Souls  % of Total Baptized Souls
 Communities in Archdiocese
Ottawa 19  7%   6,725 12%
Charleston/
   Oakland 33 12%   5,993 11%
Toledo 48 19% 11,377 20%
Worcester 12   4%   4,680   8%
Miami 36 13%   4,438 8%
Wichita 51 19%   7,424 13%
Los Angeles 33 12%   8,985 16%
New York 15 6% 4,707 8%
Eagle River 21 8% 2,395 4%
Total 268 100% 56,724 100%



VOTING
The detailed breakdown of all of the eligible votes, 

and those present either in person or by valid proxy, 
is as follows:

 Votes  Present and Voting
   (in person or by proxy)
 630 Parishes/Mission 558
 256 Pastors 197
 66 Retired Pastors/
  Other Full Time Clergy 37
 44 Archdiocese
  Board of Trustees 42
 7 AOCWNA 7
 7 Fellowship of
  St. John the Divine 7
 7 Order of St. Ignatius
  of Antioch 7
 8 Teen SOYO 8
 1025 Total 863

This represents 84% of the eligible votes according 
to the total of 1,025 votes.

To all who faithfully comply with the Archdiocesan 
directives and expedite the work of this department, we 
heartily thank you for your diligence.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Fr. George Kevorkian

Chairman, Department of Statistics and Credentials

3. Metropolitan PHILIP appointed the Conven-
tion Offi cers:

a) Dr. George J. Farha, Vice-Chairman
b) Mr. Charles R. Ajalat, Chancellor
  Rev. Deacon Emile Sayegh, Acting Chan-

cellor
c) Mr. Salim Abboud, Sergeant-at-Arms
  Mr. Daniel E. Braun, Sergeant-at-Arms
  Mr. George G. Darany, Sergeant-at-Arms

  Mr. William Morrison, Sergeant-at-Arms
  Mr. Philip N. Saliba, Sergeant-at-Arms

Metropolitan PHILIP thanked Mr. Robert Koory, who 
resigned as Chancellor at the Spring meeting of the 
Archdiocese Board of Trustees, for more than twenty 
years of faithful service and wished him well in his fu-
ture endeavors.  He then introduced the new chancellor, 
Rev. Deacon Emile Sayegh from Virgin Mary Church in 
Yonkers, New York.

4. Metropolitan PHILIP introduced the mem-
bers of the Board of Trustees of the Archdio-
cese who were present and others seated at the 
dais:  Mr. George G. Darany, Dr. Raymond Rishwain, 
Mr. Douglas J. Skaff, Mr. Daniel E. Braun, Mr. Daniel J. 
Abraham (National Chairman of the Order of St. Igna-
tius of Antioch), Mr. George N. Nassor (Assistant Trea-
surer), Mr. Charles R. Ajalat (Chancellor), Mr. Robert 
H. Laham (Treasurer), Rt. Rev. Paul M. Doyle (Proto-
syngellos), Dr. George J. Farha (Vice-Chairman), Very 
Rev. Fr. Elias Bitar (Vicar General), Rev. Deacon Emile 
Sayegh (Acting Chancellor), Dr. John D. Dalack (Secre-
tary, Archdiocese Board of Trustees), Very Rev. Fr. Mi-
chael Ellias (Secretary of the Archdiocese), Mr. Fawaz 
El Khoury, Mr. Nicola Antakli, Mr. Philip N. Saliba, Mr. 
Salim Abboud, Rev. Fr. George Kevorkian (Episcopal 
Assistant), Mr. Walter Parhamovich, Ms. Elaine Heider, 
Mr. Kory W. Warr, Mr. William Nassir, Mr. Elias Shaheen, 
Ms. Jean Sam, Mr. Mansour Rayan, Mr. Rex Moore, Ms. 
Ruth A. Nimee (Honorary), Dr. Sam Kouri, Mr. Gregory 
Laham, Dr. Elias Hebeka, Dr. Alan E. Matook (Honor-
ary), Dr. Donald C. Howard, Dr. David G. Bojrab, Mr. 
Anton Khoury, Mr. Ralph Abercia (Honorary), Mother 
Alexandra (St. Thekla Convent, Antiochian Village), 
Ms. Cindy Nimey (President, NAB Antiochian Women), 
Ms. Joan Farha (President, NAC Fellowship of St. John 
the Divine) and Dr. Antony S. Bashir.

5. Metropolitan PHILIP called for a motion to 
accept the Minutes of the Forty-Eighth Archdio-
cese Convention held in Montreal, Quebec, Can-
ada, as printed and distributed in the November 
2007 issue of The WORD magazine.

Moved by Dr. Elias Hebeka and seconded by 
Dr. George J. Farha, the Assembly approved the minutes 

as printed.

6. Metropolitan PHILIP invited the Most Rever-
end Metropolitan PAUL (Saliba) of Australia and 
New Zealand to address the General Assembly.  
Metropolitan PAUL reported on the progress of 
new missions in the Philippines.  In 2008 he re-
ceived a call from a priest and realized there was 
a good basis for missionary work in the region.  



Much of the work deals with parishes formerly as-
sociated with the “Catholic Church of the East,” a 
body rooted in Nestorianism, and some evangeli-
cal “bishops” with six churches in Manila.  These 
evangelical bishops spent two weeks with His Em-
inence in Australia and asked to join our church 
and to confess our teachings.  The Patriarch of 
Antioch gave his blessing for their reception, and 
all appropriate documents were registered with 
the government under the Patriarchate of Anti-
och.  A third group of six churches has contacted 
His Eminence and expressed a desire to enter.  He 
found, however, that this group still needs more 
catechesis, and he has located an archimandrite 
who will go there as a teacher and organizer.

His Eminence also had an opportunity to address 
800 university students and subsequently chrismated 
250 of them.  The Metropolitan met with the CEO and 
two deans of the university, who asked him to take over 
Christian education for the whole university.

Metropolitan PAUL stressed the extreme poverty in 
that part of the world, and that these mission efforts 
are serving the poorest of the poor.  He noted that his 
Archdiocese is managing fourteen centers for the dis-
tribution of rice and shipping clothes, there are two 
groups for education, and a committee is trying to start 
a primary school in a place where millions of children 
have never attended school.  The church is trying to 
purchase a house for the priest and for Metropolitan 
PAUL to stay in when he visits the Philippines.  The 
Archdiocese of North America has helped get two full-
time priests to teach and to organize missionary work.  
His Eminence expects eventually to oversee one hun-
dred churches.  He expressed his profound gratitude 
to Metropolitan PHILIP for all his support and made 
himself available to talk about his Archdiocese more 
throughout the convention.

7. Metropolitan PHILIP welcomed and intro-
duced Ms. Myriam Shwayri, Public Relations Of-
fi cer of the Al-Kafaat (Abilities) Foundation of 
Lebanon.  Ms. Shwayri provided an update on 
the progress of Al-Kafaat Foundation since the 
last Archdiocese Convention.  She reviewed the 
establishment of the foundation by her father, Na-
deem, at age 24, who started the project to help 
underprivileged young girls.  In 1957 a quadriple-
gic inspired him to give up his lucrative job and 
to begin to provide services for people with dis-
abilities in order to prove that all human beings 
have abilities.  Nadeem Shwayri began his work 
with two co-workers, but Al-Kafaat is now a ma-
jor foundation that serves more than 4,500 people 
on seven campuses and employees 800 workers.  

A Board of Trustees of fi fteen members governs 
the Foundation, which still relies principally on a 
trust established by Ms. Shwayri’s parents.  The 
Foundation is a non-sectarian service organiza-
tion rooted in Christian values which provides 
its ministry free of charge.  The Foundation has 
received the highest honors both within Lebanon 
and abroad.  Ms. Shwayri made a DVD presenta-
tion documenting the work of the Foundation, ac-
companied by her own commentary and original 
poetry.

8. Reports of the Departments and Commis-
sions of the Archdiocese

8/1. Rev. George Kevorkian presented the Re-
port of the Nominating Committee.  Fr. Kevorkian 
announced that there were ten vacancies on the 
Archdiocese Board of Trustees and ten candidates 
to fi ll the vacancies.  Two of the candidates were 
new nominees.  Fr. Kevorkian read brief resumes 
of the new candidates prior to the elections.  The 
nominees are:

Mr. Salim Abboud, Little Falls, New Jersey
Dr. Antony S. Bashir, West Roxbury, Massachusetts
Mr. George G. Darany, Troy, Michigan
Dr. George J. Farha, Wichita, Kansas
Ms. Elaine Heider, Johnstown, Pennsylvania
Dr. Sam Kouri, Wichita, Kansas
Ms. Sondra Murr Love, Van Nuys, California
Mr. William Morrison, Warrenville, Illinois
Mr. Philip N. Saliba, Brooklyn, New York
Mr. C. Matthew Spinolo, Memphis, Tennessee

Moved by Fr. Constantine Nasr of Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, and seconded by Mr. Robert Lindblat of 

Grand Rapids, Michigan, the Assembly received the 

report.
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Ms. Tamara Hanna Northway, St. Stephen Church, 
Campbell, California, moved that no person who has 
been an offi cer or director of a company which has 
been convicted of or settled criminal charges or who 
has personally been convicted of or settled criminal 
charges may be a member of the Board of Trustees or 
the Local Synod.  Mr. Timothy Cleary, Campbell, CA, 
seconded the motion, and the motion passed by voice 
vote.

8/2. V. Rev. Joseph Allen, Chairman, presented 
the report of the Department of Theological and 
Pastoral Education.  Fr. Allen announced that nine 
candidates would receive Master of Arts degrees 
in Applied Orthodox Theology: Dn. Iosif Bena, Fr. 
Theodoros Daoud, Mr. Elie Michael DeCassis, Dn. 
Jean Elias El-Murr, Dn. Michael Ibrahim, Mr. Da-
vid Jennings, Mr. Ralph Nava, Dn. Thom O’Malley 
and Mr. Joshua J. Vander Plaats; and three would 
receive Doctor of Ministry degrees: Rev. David Al-
exander, Rev. Steven Kovacevich and Rev. Bratso 
Krisic, all through the St. Stephen’s Course of 
Studies in Orthodox Theology and the Antiochian 
House of Studies.

Fr. Daoud, Mr. DeCassis, Deacon Ibrahim and Mr. 
were present to receive their Master of Arts degrees in 
person, and Fr. Krisich was present to receive his Doc-
tor of Ministry degree.

DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGICAL AND  
PASTORAL EDUCATION 

Report to The Archdiocese Convention, Palm Desert, 
California, July 19–26, 2009 

—by Father Joseph Allen, Director 

The Department of Theological and Pastoral Educa-
tion is responsible for the following three programs: 

1. The Antiochian House of Studies, 
2.  St. Athanasius Academy of Orthodox Theology, 

and 
3. The Biennial Clergy Symposium. 
The following are the highlights in each program. 

1.  The Antiochian House of Studies, now known as “a 
school of theology without walls,” includes three (3) 
faculties in each of the following: St. Stephen’s Diplo-
ma Course of Study; The House of Studies Residency 
Program; and the Doctor of Ministry Program. The 
total number of students spread across these three 
programs is two hundred sixty three (263). 
A.  St. Stephen’s Course of Studies in Orthodox The-

ology. What characterizes St. Stephen’s Studies is 
a pedagogy which matches not only our current 
technological world, but also the thrust of our 
Archdiocese. There is a great variety of students, 
coming from various training and places, but all 
aimed at one purpose: learning Orthodox theol-
ogy with an emphasis on “application,” i.e. “Ap-
plied Orthodox Theology.” Many of our students 
have Master’s and Doctoral degrees from non-
Orthodox schools; some were ordained in the Ro-
man Catholic and Protestant communions; some 
are trained in medicine, education, psychology, 
law, etc; some, because of their current life-cir-
cumstance and career status, are precluded from 
attending an Orthodox seminary, etc. Whatever 
the varied circumstance of the student, each was 
dedicated enough to undertake what was meant 
to be a very rigorous program, now comprised of 
12,500 pages of study over the three years, three 
(3) Ministerial Field Projects (one in each of the 
three years) and three (3) Residency Units at the 
Heritage and Learning Center in Ligonier, Penn-
sylvania. That dedication to “stay the course” is—
as it has always been—conditioned by the hard 
work and the willingness to serve Christ’s Body 
according to the oversight of the Hierarchy. 

 This year Metropolitan PHILIP will present nine (9) 
Master of Arts Degrees in Applied Orthodox Theol-
ogy and three (3) Doctor of Ministry Degrees. These 
two accredited degrees are presented every July, one 
year at the Clergy Symposium, one year at the Arch-
diocese Convention. 
B.  Since our last report two new tracks have been 
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added to the House of Studies’ St. Stephen’s Di-
ploma Program: An Iconology Track and a Mu-
sicology Track. These were added to the special-
ization programs, along with the Youth Ministry 
Track. Each can lead to the Master’s Degree if the 
qualifi cations are met, e.g. the Master’s Thesis 
in that fi eld. The following mentors direct these 
tracks: Father Joseph Purpura, Youth Ministry; 
Father Elias Bitar, Musicology; Dr. Nicolae Gavri-
leau, Iconology. 

C.  It should be remembered that no student will re-
ceive the St. Stephen’s Diploma unless he or she 
completes the entire three-year course, three 
Residency Units and three Ministerial Projects. It 
should also be remembered that no student will be 
accepted into the Master’s Degree Program unless 
he or she completes the entire diploma program 
(with no failures) and has earned an accredited 
B.A. or B.S. degree. Those applying to the D.Min. 
Degree Program must have served a three-year 
ministry and hold a M.A. or M.Div. Degree. 

D.  The Master’s Degree Program functions as a grad-
uate program of the St. John of Damascus Institute 
of Theology at the Balamand University. The Doc-
toral Program is the Eastern Christian Program of 
The Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, with whom 
we are in academic partnership, an offi cial aca-
demic title. All classes are held at The Heritage 
and Learning Center at Ligonier, Pennsylvania. 

2.  St. Athanasius Academy of Orthodox Theology. 
Fathers Jack Sparks and Jon Braun, who currently 
direct this program, report as follows: 
A.  Far and away the most signifi cant event in the life 

of SAAOT since the last Archdiocesan Convention 
was the sudden and unexpected departure from 
this life of the Very Rev. Fr. Richard Ballew. He 
had been the Administrator of the Academy for 
the past several years and was the driving force 
for most of the hard labor on the Orthodox Study 
Bible. His presence with us is sorely missed. May 
his memory be eternal! 

B.  The most important accomplishment of the Acad-
emy since the last Archdiocesan Convention was 
the completion of the Orthodox Study Bible, Old 
and New Testaments, published in February of 
2008, by the Thomas Nelson Publishing Compa-
ny. There have been approximately 80,000 copies 
purchased to date. Many have written to express 
their appreciation for the work and the inspiration 
they have received from using it. The publication 
of the Orthodox Study Bible was the consumma-
tion of more than fi ve years of constant work on 
the part of literally scores of contributors. We are 
grateful to God for all the help received in its pro-
duction. 

We particularly desire to express our gratitude for 
the generous fi nancial help and support from so many 
people in this Archdiocese, fi rst to His Eminence Met-
ropolitan PHILIP, then to the Order of St. Ignatius of 
Antioch, to many members of the Board of Trustees, as 
well as to many of the faithful, not only of this Archdio-
cese but a large number of other Orthodox Christians 
from across this continent. And not least of all to Mr. 
Sam Moore of the Thomas Nelson Publishing Company 
and a long-time friend of this Archdiocese. 

C.  The Prisoner Education Project of the Academy 
continues to have remarkable success. New pris-
oner applications, generated by word-of-mouth 
alone, are coming in constantly. This particular 
ministry is distinct from the Orthodox Christian 
Prison Ministry and concentrates only on pris-
oner education, both the Orthodox faith and her 
Church. There are currently 120 prisoners en-
rolled in the program, 65 being very active. On 
a monthly basis, we are grading on the average 
of 90–120 lessons. The prisoners have access to 
fi fteen correspondence courses, each consisting 
of 10 lessons. An Academy instructor personally 
deals with each lesson. Several prisoners have 
completed all of the courses. The warden of the 
highest security prison in America has said of this 
program: “You have turned demons into angels.” 

D.  The SAAOT has also recently made available ma-
terials for personal and group Bible Study to ac-
company the Orthodox Study Bible. It is designed 
to be useful to both Clergy and laity. The material 
is based on the renowned Fathers of the Church, 
among them Saints John Chrysostom, Athanasius 
of Alexandria, and John of Damascus. Their com-
mentaries have been used extensively and with 
great detail in regards to the Gospel of John and 
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the Epistle to the Romans. Next will be the Book 
of Hebrews.

E.  There are several additional projects already in 
the pipeline. Some will complement the Orthodox 
Study Bible, while others will help the Academy 
carry on its mission of helping the laity bring 
North America home to the Orthodox Church. 

3.  The Clergy Symposium. The Fifteenth Biennial 
Clergy Symposium was held last year, July 21–25, 
2008. The theme was Christianity and Islam. The 
main speakers were Professor Irfan Shadid, who 
spoke on “The Role of Christians in Islamic Civiliza-
tion;” Professor George Saliba who spoke “On The 
Contribution of Islamic Scientists to Western Civi-

lization;” and Professor Najib Saliba who spoke on 
“Christians and Jews Under Islam.” 
A.  The afternoon workshops numbered twelve (12) 

and varied according to the needs faced by our 
clergy. Each attendee chose three workshops (one 
each afternoon) as electives for the Symposium. 
Daily Orthros, Divine Liturgies, Vespers and Small 
Complines were celebrated, followed each night 
by “Evening Meditation.” 

B.  Preparation for the Clergy Symposium begins a 
full year in advance, at the Archdiocese Conven-
tion, e.g. at the Wednesday afternoon Departmen-
tal Meeting, July 22, 2009, here in Desert Springs, 
California. The next Symposium is scheduled for 
July 19–23, 2010. 

4.  Finally, the Department of Theological and Pastoral 
Education continues to attempt a very close commu-
nication with the Ordination Review Board, chaired 
by His Grace, Bishop ANTOUN. We do remind all 
students that a M.Div. from an accredited Orthodox 
Seminary is normative for ordination to any major 
Order in this Archdiocese. Others who have earned 
a M.Div. from a non-Orthodox School must fi nish all 
three years of the House of Studies’ St. Stephen’s 
Diploma Program in order to apply to the Ordination 
Review Board. 
We want to especially thank the following: Deacon 

Peter Boulukos, Genevieve Mandalakis and Cheri Mul-
lins, Registrars for the St. Stephen’s Diploma Program 

and the Master’s Degree Program; Amy Stiffl er, Regis-
trar for the House of Studies Residency Program; Paul 
Finley, General Manager of The Heritage and Learn-
ing Center; Father George Kevorkian, Administrative 
Assistant; Father James Dougherty, Research Director 
for the M.A. Thesis Program; The Symposium Planning 
Committee; our Hierarchical Overseer, Bishop THOM-
AS and Metropolitan PHILIP for their continuing inter-
est and support in the Theological and Pastoral Educa-
tion of the Clergy. 

Moved by Fr. Anthony Gabriel of Montreal, Que-
bec, Canada, and seconded by Mr. Paul Finley of the 

Antiochian Village, Bolivar, Pennsylvania, the Assembly 
received the report.
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Metropolitan PHILIP introduced Mr. Jacques Kallas-
si, President of Noursat, a Christian satellite network in 
Lebanon that made the Archdiocese Convention avail-
able to millions world-wide.  Mr. Kallassi thanked His 
Eminence for his support and spoke about the pres-
ence of Christians in the Near East and the role of 
Noursat.  The goals of Noursat are to strengthen the 
faith of children and to reinforce their love for their 
nation.  He stressed that it is the duty of every Chris-
tian to support the network and the Christians of the 
Middle East.  He announced the establishment of a new 
media center to house four stations that will broadcast 
in twelve languages.

8/3. Mr. H. Paul Finley, Executive Director, pre-
sented the report of the Antiochian Village Heri-
tage and Learning Center.

Mr. Douglas Hamatie of Orlando, Florida, presented 
an original, hand-drawn map of the city of Damascus, 
dated 1087, to the Heritage Museum in honor of Met-
ropolitan PHILIP’s 50th anniversary in the holy priest-
hood.

Fr. George Rados of Saints Peter and Paul Church in 
Potomac, Maryland, mentioned the 5,000-volume col-
lection of the late Dr. George Atiyeh, formerly of the 
Library of Congress, that was donated to the Heritage 
Center Library and catalogued by Fr. Elie Estephan, 
the assistant pastor of Saints Peter and Paul.

ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE CONFERENCE 
 CENTER 

The Heritage and Learning Center 
June 15th, 2009

Father Hieronymus, the Prophet Amos
  

Master Bless!  Christ is in our midst!  He is and ever 
shall be! 

Your Eminence, Your Graces, Reverend Clergy, Be-
loved Trustees, Convention Delegates, and Faithful: 

Despite the fi nancial challenges we have faced since 
the last quarter of Fiscal 2008 (since November of 
2007) I believe that we have some initiatives in place 
that will result in positive trends, especially with re-
spect to expenses, as we move through the current 
year, Fiscal 2010.  As always, it continues to be my 
joy to work on your behalf at the Antiochian Village, a 
treasure which God has provided for our faithful and 

for all who avail themselves of it. 
Once again, in managing the Conference Center 

at the Village, there are two primary challenges that 
must be met: fi rstly, to fulfi ll the vision of His Eminence 
which states that our facility is to be a “spiritual oa-
sis” for our faithful and all our guests; and secondly, to 
operate in a fi nancially sound manner so that we may 
meet our fi scal obligations and generate revenue for 
capital improvements. These must be given an equal 
weight and kept in balance.  Without ministry our work 
lacks purpose, and without resources, the mission and 
ministry become diffi cult to maintain.  We labor keep-
ing these two priorities in mind every day. 

As to the fi rst challenge, fulfi lling the mission, the ad-
dition of Orthodox Programming has and will generate 
an increased use of our facilities for ministry; not only 
for Antiochian Christians but for those from many oth-
er jurisdictions as well.  Although in its infancy, these 
programs are moving toward self-suffi ciency.  It should 
also be noted that this effort is being well received as 
evidenced in surveys completed at the end of each pro-
gram and by numerous phone calls, e-mails, cards and 
letters.  The effectiveness of the Orthodox programs is 
enhanced by the hospitality and the “welcoming” spirit 
of our veteran department heads and staff at the Vil-
lage.  It should be noted that the formation of a mo-
nastic community at the Village will only enhance our 
efforts to provide opportunities for spiritual growth.  
The founding of the Monastery of St. Thekla, under the 
spiritual direction of Mother Alexandra, fulfi lls a key 
component in the vision His Eminence has had for the 
Antiochian Village from the beginning.   

As to the second challenge, a sound fi nancial opera-
tion, we have made positive adjustments to counteract 
rising costs in the following areas: pricing, staffi ng, 
utilities costs, and food costs.  As we manage these 
adjustments, issues relating to our sales and market-
ing strategy must be addressed if we are to effectively 
move into the weekday business and corporate mar-
ket.  These positive adjustments and marketing issues 
will be enumerated and described in the body of this 
report. 

As always, we at Antiochian Village are working dili-
gently in the sure hope that the Conference Center will 
remain “...committed to changing the lives of people 
by providing true Christian hospitality in an Or-
thodox spiritual environment.”

 “Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, and He will teach us of His ways, and we will 
walk in His paths.” Is. 2:3 
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The following represents a brief summary of the sta-
tus of the Heritage and Learning Center:  

ADMINISTRATIVE 

Accounting / Bookkeeping 2009 2008
Fiscal Year Ending
January 31, 2009
Gross Revenue  $ 1,463,233 $1,324,243 
Total Expenses  $1,571,312 $1,301,726
 $ -108,079 $ 22,517
Occupancy 27.5% 24.9% 

1. Brian Riffl e, CPA and owner of CFO Strategies, re-
placed our Controller and her assistant in December of 
2009.  He and his staff are completing the majority of 
tasks, formerly performed by our accounting offi ce, on 
site every Tuesday and Thursday.  They are available by 
phone and e-mail throughout the week. Certain tasks 
have been assumed by myself and Debi Stoll in the 
front offi ce to complete the work. This is being accom-
plished in addition to the work they do for the Camp.  
Additionally, they are handling payroll for us and the 
Camp.  Most importantly, Brian brings the experience 
and insight of a CFO to Antiochian Village.  The reports 
he provides are giving me an increased understanding 
of our fi nancial position and the additional tools needed 
to make fi nancially responsible management decisions. 
Working as a team, I believe his initiatives have come 
to us at a very important time; Brian works well and 
in a spirit of teamwork with our department heads as 
we increase their level of accountability. Finally, by out-
sourcing the accounting and bookkeeping component 
of our operation, we are saving money.  I want to thank 
Mrs. Elaine Heider for introducing us to Brian Riffl e 
and CFO Strategies.  

2. We have enrolled in two buying groups, Trinity/
HPSI and CBN (Christian Buying Networks), at no cost 
and no obligation.  The most immediate benefi t has 
been in the area of food and propane costs. Fr. Anthony 
Yazge discovered this option for us while attending the 
2009 National Convention of the American Camping 
Association in Orlando, Florida.  We are also saving 
money on offi ce supplies through the buying network.  
There are other opportunities for us to save with re-
spect to equipment and supplies, but we still have to 
compare pricing with our existing vendors in this re-
gard. 

3. As to the positive adjustments mentioned in this 
report’s introduction and above:

Description Projected Annual Savings 

A. Accounting and
    Bookkeeping Outsourced $33,000 -$33,000 
B. Buying Network (Propane) $35,000 -$40,000 
C. Buying Group (Food Costs) $25,000 -$35,000 
D. Credit Card Processing Fees
    (New Provider) $ 5,000 -$ 8,000
 Total: $98,000  - $116,000 

FRONT DESK 
Debi Stoll has assumed multiple duties and works 

very well with our guests and with her co-workers. To 
summarize, Debi has 

A.  assumed 100% of the front desk duties during reg-
ular business hours, fi lling the vacant front desk / 
receptionist position, 

B.  replaced Amy Stiffl er’s assistant in event services 
(Sally Richards worked 24 to 32 hours per week 
in Event Services and retired last Fall), 

C.  assumed some minor responsibilities once per-
formed by the Accounting Offi ce (i.e. collecting 
time cards and time sheets for payroll, assisting 
with collection of documents for insurance renew-
al, following-up with vendors I am working with 
on various bids, quotes, etc…), 

D.  provided secretarial and administrative assis-
tance to the Executive Director and other staff as 
 needed. 

EVENT SERVICES 
Amy Stiffl er is performing her duties exceptionally 

well as Director of Event Services.  Since my arrival at 
Antiochian Village in November of 2006, I have grown 
increasingly appreciative of her hard work and profes-
sionalism.  Amy adjusts well to change and does so in 
a way that contributes to teamwork among the staff 
and an increase in productivity.  Some highlights with 
respect to Amy’s duties in the Events Department: 

A.  Oversight and implementation of KX Conference 
Center Management Software; 

B.   Coordination of all bookings generated by Sales, 
Orthodox Programming, and Re-booking with 
Housekeeping, Set-up (maintenance), and Food 
Service Departments; 

D.  Direct oversight of bookings for Antiochian orga-
nizations, symposia, and meetings.  

4. As to the KX Conference Center Management Soft-
ware, the new system is already enhancing and stream-
lining our operation. I want to commend Bob Laham 
for allowing us to proceed with this project. We re-
searched and reviewed several software options before 
settling on the KX program and were able to negotiate a 
purchase plan over 24 months (same as cash, no inter-
est).  We completed training this Spring and were able 
to “go live” on June 15th, 2009; all department heads 
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and front desk either have been or will be required to 
learn the KX system. As you may know, the use of a  
conference center software management program was 
strongly recommended by a consultant who surveyed 
our operation in 2006. The innovative features and 
functionality of the KX software will do the following: 

Maximize Sales and Improve Cash Flow 
A.  Ability to set sales budgets, forecast sales and re-

port on actual revenue. 
B.  Instant checking of room and catering availability, 

allowing immediate response to inquiries. 
C.  Automated prompts to remind staff about impor-

tant sales tasks, e.g., follow-up call to recent in-
quiries, chase unconfi rmed events. 

D.  Ability to view all stored details of all available 
facilities, allowing additional sales opportunities. 

E.  E-blast clients on data built up from customer 
profi les and event history; monitor response to 
marketing campaigns. 

F.  Export data for fi nancial information. 

Reduce Administration Time 
A.  Automatic generation of quotes based on resourc-

es added to an event. 
B.  Improve accuracy and eliminate data entry dupli-

cation by taking an inquiry/booking within sec-
onds on a live system. 

C.  Save time, paper, postage and money by sending 
booking contracts via e-mail. 

D.  Manage banqueting events more effi ciently 
through the quick table-bookings screen and in-
voice multiple customers separately. 

E.  Full automatic audit trail of all changes made to 
an event. 

Improve Customer Service 
A.  Dramatically improve response time to custom-

er’s booking queries by accessing their booking 
instantly and entering changes within seconds. 

B.  Customize booking contracts to refl ect the needs 
of customers. 

C.  Accurate function sheets which highlight last min-
ute changes and ensure good communications be-
tween departments which results in the smooth 
running of events. 

D.  Help clients to visualize and consolidate layouts 
for events using the fl exible room layout feature.  

Marketing and Sales: 
1. Current Sales and Occupancy vs. Projected by 

Year End 
A.  Current Gross Revenue through May of Fiscal ‘10 

– $308,985 
B.  Current Occupancy through May of Fiscal ‘10 – 

22.00% + 

A.  Projected Gross revenue for the year ending Jan-
uary 2010 – $1,101,414 

     (approximate fi gure / compares to $1,131,000 
at this point in Fiscal ‘08) 

B.  Projected Occupancy rate for the year ending 
January 2010 – 24.00% + 

2. As the KX software is implemented, it will become 
necessary for our sales and marketing team to concen-
trate their efforts on the business and corporate sector 
of our market.  This will be possible because of our 
increased capability to respond to new inquiries with 
the new software.  I am planning a new strategy with 
our Director of Sales and Marketing and our Director of 
Events.  This includes the transfer of all new wedding 
and banquet inquiries to the events offi ce (Amy and 
Debi).  Any new inquires from Orthodox groups other 
than the Antiochian organizational events which Amy 
handles will be delegated to Barli Brown. The Village 
Council has authorized me, working with Brian Riffl e of 
CFO Strategies, to outsource our marketing efforts in 
order to increase our bookings overall, but especially 
weekday business from the corporate sector.  Joyce 
Foster, Director of Sales and Marketing will then be 
able to focus her effort on generating leads for the Vil-
lage from the business and corporate sector as well as 
tourism (we believe there is a real opportunity for us to 
capture tour bus business which could dramatically in-
crease our occupancy rates in the Spring, Summer, and 
Fall especially on the weekdays).  Joyce will continue to 
work with the Laurel Highland Visitors Bureau, the Li-
gonier Chamber of Commerce, and other associations 
and chambers.  We have participated at expositions for 
tourism and business in the area, but we want to extend 
our marketing focus to a 500-mile radius rather than fo-
cusing all our energy on Western Pennsylvania (a 50- to 
100-mile radius).  We continue to seek ways to market 
to our base, the non-profi t Christian religious market; 
however, most of our marketing and sales effort needs 
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to shift toward corporate, civic, social, military, educa-
tion, non-profi t (other than religious affi liations), and 
tourism opportunities.

3. An overall price increase of about 9% was ap-
proved by the Village Council last Fall and went into 
effect in December.  The increase has been easier to 
manage than we anticipated.  This has created chal-
lenges for Sales and Marketing with respect to new in-
quiries, although more so in the religious sector than 
the business sector.  Debi Stoll has done an excellent 
job negotiating with repeat business to move them to 
the new rates.  Our Antiochian faithful have been very 
understanding of the increase. Since February 1st of 
this year, I have begun to personally review and ap-
prove every contract that goes out of the building. 
Some points to consider: 

A.  75% of contracts are booking at the new rates, 
B.  25% of contracts (the remainder) are booking at a 

negotiated rate, but still higher than the old rate. 
C.  At least 40% to 50%  of those events which will 

actually occur in the current Fiscal year have been 
booked at the new rates. 

ORTHODOX PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT 
Barli Brown has in her fi rst eight months generated 

a number of programs for us to implement and pursue. 
Her efforts have and will enhance the programs which 
were already in place (the St. Thekla Pilgrimage and 
the Beginning Byzantine Chant Workshop), and she 
has re-established the marriage retreat (which had to 
be canceled in 2007 and 2008).  Barli has excellent 
networking skills and is engaged with everything we do 
for Orthodox Christians at the facility.  She has gener-
ated and booked additional Orthodox groups who will 
utilize our facility as “user groups” bringing their own 
programs.  A sampling of programs in the works from 
September 2009 to September 2010 are: 

September 2009 
St. Thekla Pilgrimage
 

October 2009 
 5K Trail Run for Special Olympics, Senior’s Retreat 
– “What’s On Your Bucket List?”, Orthodox Peace 
Fellowship North American Conference, Orthodox 
Christian Laity Conference 
November 2009
Clergy Wives Weekend 
December 2009 
Middle School Advent Retreat 
January 2010 
“Men in Black” Clergy Appreciation Luncheon
February 2010 
Marriage Enrichment Retreat
March 2010
 St. Emmelia Orthodox Homeschooling Conference, 
Antiochian Women of the East Lenten Retreat, Greek 
Orthodox Metropolis of Pittsburgh Clergy Retreat 
Spring 2010 
 Beginning Byzantine Chanting Workshop (Spring) 
June 2010 
OCF – Pilgrimage for Justice 
 Ancient Faith Radio – Orthodox Media Conference 
Men’s Retreat 
September 2010 
 House of Studies Alumni Weekend (Labor Day Week-
end),  St. Thekla Pilgrimage 
Program dates and detailed information either are 

or will be available on the Antiochian Village Web site. 
Programs will also be promoted through direct mailing 
to parishes, announcements posted on the Antiochian 
Archdiocese Web site, e-mail, and through  interviews 
and announcements on Ancient Faith Radio. 

GROUP COORDINATOR (NIGHTS AND WEEK-
ENDS) / BOOKSTORE / ONLINE BOOKSTORE 

Evening and Weekend front-desk coverage is now 
being handled in shifts rather than by one individual.  
This will allow us to save a signifi cant amount of mon-
ey, approximately $5,000 to $10,000 annually over the 
next 12 months, and function more congruently with 
the business cycle.  Responsibility for the bookstore 
operation is being handled by a team of staff members 
under the Executive Director’s oversight. Books inven-
toried for purchase by enrollees in the House of Stud-
ies as well as services to facilitate the faculty and staff 
of the House of Studies Residency Program are being 
provided by Julia Ritter, Museum Curator, and Pam Fer-
kett, Associate Librarian.      

The Word   16



HOUSEKEEPING 
1. Linda Knupp continues to maintain the highest 

standards of cleanliness in our facility and works very 
well with her staff and co-workers.  We have not had 
to use any temporary labor to serve our guests so far 
this year.  At present, we have a strong and dependable 
housekeeping staff as we move into the busy time of 
the year. 

2. Housekeeping labor and supply costs, typically 
high at this point in the year, (approx. 30% of gross 
lodging revenue or, including Linda, 41% of gross lodg-
ing revenue), have increased over the same period last 
year as a percentage of lodging revenue (lodging rev-
enue was higher than usual in February of last year and 
for the fi rst quarter of last year).  Inasmuch as our lodg-
ing revenue has been down in the fi rst quarter of this 
year, I have directed our staff to work on a number of 
housekeeping issues in the common areas while trying 
to keep their hours at a minimum. 

KITCHEN 
1. Executive Chef Tim Johnston is very encouraged 

in the Kitchen with the new buying network pricing and 
through new vendors he has found himself.  Also, he 
has been able to manage our Food Service without re-
placing our Assistant Chef, Connie Beard, who retired 
in December of 2009.  At present we do not plan to 
replace Connie and are using Darci McIntosh, the Pas-
try Chef, more and more as a primary assistant to Tim.  
Because of the buying network, food costs are down 
from 3% to 4% overall as compared to the same period 
last year (buying group pricing did not “kick-in” un-
til mid-March).  Since we began using the new Trinity/
HPSI and CBN, we estimate that we are saving 10% to 
15% on average (food savings vary by product).   The 
following gives a snapshot of the cost of food service 
as a percentage of food revenue year to date (Through 
May): 

 2009 2008
Food Costs and Kitchen Supplies  34% 39%
Kitchen Staff (including Tim)  35%  34%
                      TOTAL  69% 73% 

2. As mentioned in the Sales and Marketing sec-
tion of this report, rates for all pricing, including Food 
Service, did increase in December ‘09 approximately 
9% across the board (standard dining, optional meals, 
snacks, banquets, youth banquets, and weddings).  We 
work with customers to control pricing by offering stan-
dard dining options to make the pricing work for user 
groups (e.g., pizza welcome, continental breakfast).  
The food service charge (formerly gratuity) remains at 
15%. Finally, I directed the events offi ce and the kitch-
en (Amy, Debi, and Tim) to increase the rates for wait 
staff, bartenders, security and to create a scheduling 

system that would control labor costs.  This system is 
in place and being monitored.  

MAINTENANCE / FACILITY / GROUNDS 
1. Jess Whipkey and Tom Altimus continue to per-

form their duties exceptionally well and have a thor-
ough working knowledge of the facility and property.  
Their maintenance staff member, Denny Baird, is a de-
pendable and consistent worker.  Together they form a 
great team for facility and grounds management, main-
tenance, and repair.  They could use help, particularly 
as it pertains to landscaping and care of the grounds.  
However, the budget does not allow for additional help 
and they are willing to continue working under the 
present limitations.  We have been able to supplement 
certain landscaping and grounds upkeep needs with 
temporary staffi ng and volunteers (especially my wife, 
Deborah!). 

2. With the blessing of Metropolitan PHILIP, Bob 
Laham gave us the go ahead to complete a portion of 
the football fi eld renovations and additions.  A site plan 
was prepared by Tim Fyock of Benchmark Engineer-
ing and approved by the Westmoreland Conservation 
District.  Contractors bidding on the job were required 
to provide bid bonds, performance bonds, and quali-
fi cation papers. The bid documents were prepared by 
the engineer.  Contractors were required to present the 
bids in three phases. The bid was awarded to Frontier 
Golf for Phases I and II. The Phase I and II contract 
amount was just over $137,000. Work began two days 
after the bid was awarded on May 4th. To summarize: 

A. Rough grade was completed June 14th,
B.  Fine Grade is projected for completion June 

19th,
C.  Final top soil preparation and seeding complete 

by June 26th. 
D.   Weather will be a factor in the actual completion 

date and in the fi nal product, 
E.   Upon completion we will have four full-size foot-

ball fi elds, 
F.   Change orders are being addressed as needed. 
The football fi eld / sport fi eld project should pay for 

itself in three to fi ve years.  The renovation of the lower 
fi eld is postponed for the present; however, engineered 
drawings and conservation district permits should be 
usable within the next fi ve years at a minimum.  Cost to 
renovate the fi eld may increase and mobilization fees 
will be added.  A couple of challenges for the immedi-
ate future: 

A.  Repairs and reseeding may be necessary after this 
fi rst year of usage. 

B.  Inclement weather (too hot, too dry, too heavy 
rain) may necessitate some alternate fi eld  book-
ings or fi eld rotation to accommodate teams for 
one more year. 
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3. We have had to replace one of two pumps from 
the main boiler room that moves water throughout the 
building at a cost of slightly less than $5,000.00.  The 
24-year-old unit had been in service beyond expecta-
tion.  The second pump is still in operation but we can 
anticipate its failure in the near future. 

4. In June we had to re-roof the fl at roof areas of 
Phase I (at the Library and Main Lobby) and of Phase II 
(at the connecting area between the lodging rooms and 
the Banquet Hall); work was authorized at the direction 
of the Village Council.  A qualifi ed contractor has been 
secured and work is underway.  Completion is set for 
June 19th at a cost of $ 41,100. 

5. The Village Council has also authorized me to 
repair and/or replace the collapsing wall around the 
Center’s propane tanks just off the main parking lot 
and to complete a number of cosmetic repairs in meet-
ing rooms 9, 10, and 11, as well as other areas of the 
building.  

6. The following represents major expenditures we 
will have to address in the future: 

A.  The composition shingles on Phase II have been 
inspected and appear to be in reasonably good 
condition at present; however, this roof area is 19 
years old. 

B. Repairing poor drainage behind Museum. 
C. Kitchen Swamp Cooler and ice-maker. 
D. Opening and Utilization of existing well to meet 

water demands in July, August and September. 
E. Re-surfacing the parking lot. 
F.  Proper ventilation and fl oor-covering for the en-

closed deck at the Center suites. 
G.  Replacement, modifi cation and addition of HVAC 

equipment for energy conservation, especially in 
the Bishop’s Suite. 

H.  Replacement of three additional heat pumps to 
suites and one commercial washer. 

7. Wireless Internet access throughout the building 
has not yet been initiated.  This still remains a question 
when we market to the corporate and civic sector.  A 
new product from Ruckus Wireless Solutions uses an 
antenna array (40 antennas) on its routers and repeat-
ers which may offer us a more affordable solution to 
getting wireless internet access throughout the build-
ing.  I have contacted SSI Consulting Group to make 
arrangements to test this product to determine wheth-
er or not it could be our most affordable solution for 
wireless connectivity throughout the building.  Even-
tually, more computer access points will be needed in 
the building to bring Housekeeping, Food Service and 
Maintenance online with the KX software.

 ANTIOCHIAN HERITAGE MUSEUM AND 
LIBRARY REPORT – MAY 2009 

Prepared by Julia Ritter,
Museum Curator and Librarian 

MUSEUM

The East Meets West exhibit closed in March 2009 
after a successful year which brought hundreds of 
members of the local community here, many for the 
fi rst time, as we participated in the regional celebration 
of “Ligonier 250.” Museum visitors during the year in-
cluded approximately 1,000 Campers, several thousand 
Conference Center guests, and hundreds of drop-in
visitors whose primary destination was the museum. 

The current exhibit, Splendor of Damascus: Tex-
tiles and Artifacts of Traditional Syria, opened 
this month, featuring a unique collection of colorful, 
hand-embroidered dresses from late 19th and early 
20th-century Syria, on exhibit for the fi rst time in North 
America. Most of the dresses are on loan from Farah 
and Hanan Munayyer, with selections from the mu-
seum’s permanent collection of costumes, brass work, 
jewelry, inlaid wood pieces, as well as icons and reli-
gious artifacts from the Orthodox Christian heritage. A 
number of large inlaid wood furniture pieces in the cur-
rent exhibit are on loan and are available for purchase. 
We are considering purchasing some of these with the 
Museum’s acquisitions budget. I would be appreciative 
of any feedback on this idea. 

FUTURE EXHIBIT IDEAS
Arabic Icons. Research for this exhibit has included 
personal discussions with Fr. Bassam Nassif, a member 

of the faculty at Balamand 
University’s St. John of 
Damascus Institute of 
Theology. I have also had 
extensive e-mail commu-
nications with those who 
organized a 2003 exhibit 
titled Icones Arabes: art 
cretien du Levant at 
the Institut du Monde 
Arabe in Paris. It is pos-
sible that the Icones Ara-
bes exhibit, or a portion 

of it, could travel to us in the future. Fr. Bassam also 
suggested that — with the dedication and assistance 
of local contacts in Syria or Lebanon — we could ar-
range our own exhibit of Arab icons from Balamand 
and other monasteries in Syria and Lebanon with which 
we have close ties.
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Christian Symbolism in 4th-to-6th-Century Syr-
ian Architecture. Several years ago, Princeton Uni-
versity feaured a photograph exhibit titled “The House 
in Late Antique Syria,” exploring the stone architecture 
of Syria during the pre-Byzantine era, as documented 
in historic photographs taken by a Princeton professor, 
Howard Crosby Butler, who led a series of archeological 
expeditions to Syria between 1899 and 1909. I noticed 
that a few of the photographs showed Christian sym-
bols beautifully carved into lintels or doors. Through 
discussions with the Curator of Research Photographs 
at Princeton’s Dept. of Art and Archaeology, I have 
learned that the collection of Butler photographs is ex-
tensive, and contains numerous examples of Christian 
symbolism carved into very early Syrian homes, many 
of which have long since disappeared. The Curator at 
Princeton has invited me to examine the photographs 
together next month. We are exploring the idea of co-
curating an exhibit on this subject which would travel 
to both locations.

Into the Sea of Darkness: Little-known Stories 
from the Titanic. Marking the 100th Anniversary of 
the sinking of the Titanic on April 15, 1912, the exhibit 
is planned for the year 2012. I have been uncovering 
the personal stories of Syrian / Lebanese people who 
were voyaging to America aboard the Titanic when it 
sank in April 1912, with some surprising and fascinat-
ing results. From survivors such as Sophie Abraham, 
a local Greensburg woman whose fi rst-hand account 
of survival was published in the local paper less than 
two weeks after the tragedy, to victims like Niqula Nas-
rallah (Nasser), a successful San Francisco business-

man whose New York funeral service was conducted 
by Saint Raphael, Bishop of Brooklyn. My research for 
this exhibit is ongoing and complex, as very few people 
have written on the subject. I hope to conduct fi lm or 
audio interviews with relatives of Titanic survivors and 
victims and include these in the exhibit.

VISIT TO THE ARAB-AMERICAN NATIONAL 
MUSEUM

In March I visited the AANM in Michigan, attending 
their conference titled “Diwan: a Forum for the Arts.” I 
met the curatorial staff of the Museum, had a museum 
tour, and networked with members of Arab-American 
arts organizations from across the U.S. I was inspired 
to bring more contemporary visual and performing 
arts to our Museum, and to explore the idea of also 
sponsoring such activities in a more metropolitan area 
such as Pittsburgh. Perhaps the Museum could sponsor 
a series of events or exhibits, some of which are held 
at the Village, and some of which are in a city loca-
tion. I learned from the experiences of panelists and 
conference participants that interest in and support 
for Arab-American arts, music, and cultural activities 
is greatest in communities that have the sophistication 
and diversity of more metropolitan areas (such as Los 
Angeles, New York City, San Francisco). Because our 
facility is in a rural location, I see us as having a unique 
opportunity to educate and inform a different audience 
than this. For many of our visitors, we are their fi rst 
exposure to the artistic, cultural and spiritual heritage 
of Antioch and the Middle East, and to the Orthodox 
Christian Faith. 

MARKETING THE MUSEUM
We are a member of the American Association of 

Museums (AAM) and have been building our regional 
reputation as one of the must-see museum destinations 
in the Laurel Highlands. Our Director of Sales and Mar-
keting, Joyce Foster, and I have been marketing the 
museum in a number of ways. We hosted a huge Cham-
ber of Commerce mixer last May for the opening of 
our “Ligonier 250” exhibit and we are planning another 
this October – at the height of the fall colors – to wel-
come visitors to our current exhibit. These events allow 
us to show off the museum, our warm hospitality and 
our excellent food, to members of the local business 
community who might choose to book an event here or 
recommend us to a friend or colleague. 

Last year I was the guest of Dr. Joseph and Eve 
Novak at the Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art 
(SAMA) Garden Party, where our Museum Opening 
was announced as one of the kick-off events of the Li-
gonier 250 Celebration. As I’ve lived here longer and 
established friendships and professional relationships 
in town, I’ve heard more and more positive comments 
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and exclamations of surprise about how beautiful our 
museum is, what a “hidden gem” it is, and how happy 
people are to know that we are open to the public. 

We are also gradually building a reputation in the 
educational community. I have visited several local 
schools – the elementary and middle schools as well 
as an independent private school – giving presenta-
tions relating to the museum exhibit at the time. Last 
year I worked on an exhibit idea with Fr. Moses Berry, 
who spoke at the Middle School and for two Orthodox 
school groups who met here at the Village. We hope to 
welcome more school groups this coming year. 

For most museums, marketing not only informs po-
tential visitors about their exhibits and events, but also 
potentially leads to increases in the number of pay-
ing visitors and museum memberships, which thereby 
increases the museum’s income. At this time, we do 
not sell museum memberships, nor do we charge an 
entrance fee to visitors. Therefore, marketing our mu-
seum does not provide direct and obvious fi nancial re-
wards. Instead, by marketing the museum, we are re-
ally marketing a unique and enriching experience for 
our Conference Center (and Camp) visitors, and add-
ing to the high-quality reputation of the Village, which 
then encourages further business for the Village as a 
whole. The museum also provides a constant opportu-
nity for us to evangelize, to educate our visitors about 
the Antiochian heritage, and to dispel many miscon-
ceptions and stereotypes which are prevalent in Ameri-
can culture about the people, culture and religions of 
the Middle East. 

GRANTS
I have researched a grant opportunity called MAP 

(Museum Assessment Program), which is available 
through a Cooperative Agreement between the Ameri-
can Association of Museums (AAM) and the Institute of 
Museum and Library Services (IMLS). As described on 
the AAM Web site: “The Museum Assessment Program 
(MAP) helps maintain and improve [museum] opera-
tions through a confi dential, consultative process. We 
provide guidance in meeting priorities and goals and 
understanding how your museum compares to stan-
dards and best practices. If your museum is facing chal-
lenging fi nancial times, participating in MAP can help: 

– prioritize goals so you can allocate resources wisely, 
– document your needs so that you can make a stron-
ger case to funders,

– provide recommendations on ways to become an 
even stronger institution.

In less than a year, your museum can complete a self-
study, have a site visit by a peer reviewer and begin 
implementing recommendations.”  I believe that partic-
ipating in MAP could be a valuable process for us as an 
institution and for me as its Curator and Librarian, and 
it would lend credibility to future grant applications for 

any projects that might be recommended for the health 
and well-being of our Heritage and Learning Center. In 
order to apply for participation in MAP, the full support 
of the museum’s advisory or governing body is needed, 
and several interested individuals in addition to myself 
must be willing to be available throughout the process. 
With this kind of support from the Village Council and 
/ or the Board of Trustees, I would be able to apply for 
a MAP grant next year. The whole assessment process 
is completely free of charge. For details on MAP, please 
visit http://www.aam-us.org/museumresources/map/
index.cfm 

LIBRARY 

ONLINE CATALOG
Our library catalog is now available on-line, thanks 

to a grant from the State of Pennsylvania that allowed 
us to purchase, install and receive training for a state-
of-the-art library software known as Millennium. 
Through this grant opportunity, small public, academic 
and specialized libraries receive three licenses of this 
top-notch system for just $2,000/year (large universi-
ties pay in the neighborhood of $80,000/year for Mil-
lennium). My Associate Librarian, Pam Ferkett, and I 
attended three full-day Beginner Training sessions in 
Cataloging, Circulation and Serials, followed by three 
more full-day Advanced Training sessions a month lat-
er. We have been familiarizing ourselves with the new 
system, re-organizing our collection, making correc-
tions to the catalog, and cataloging new materials. Stay 
tuned for an updated Library Web page, complete with 
a link to our catalog – coming soon!

CIRCULATION STATISTICS
Though we haven’t been keeping exact records, the 

following chart offers a glimpse into our Library’s cir-
culation activity over the past 11 months. The new Mil-
lennium software will allow us to create more accurate 
reports in the future. 

ANTIOCHIAN HERITAGE LIBRARY 
CIRCULATION STATISTICS

JULY 2008 – MAY 2009 
 Month Checked Out In-library Use ILL Total  
 July 33 26 0 59  
 August 22 40 1 63  
 September 48 21 0 69  
 October 9 48 0 57  
 November 12 55 2 69  
 December 6 21 0 27  
 January 4 1 0 5  
 February 4 0 2 6  
 March 10 0 2 12  
 April 22 14 1 37  
 May 8 11 3 22  
 Totals 178 237 11 426  
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THE ATIYEH COLLECTION
In March 2009, we received upwards of 5,000 books 

from the private library of Dr. George Atiyeh (1923–
2008), donated in his memory to our Heritage Library. 
Dr. Atiyeh worked for nearly three decades as head of 
the Near East division of the Library of Congress, and 
was a member of Sts. Peter and Paul Antiochian Ortho-
dox Church in Potomac, Maryland. He assisted with the 
development of our library during its early years and it 
was his desire that his personal library would eventu-
ally become a part of the Antiochian Heritage Library 
Collection. We are grateful for Dr. Atiyeh’s generosity, 
and that of his wife of 54 years, Daisy, who after his 
death in 2008 arranged for this wish to be fulfi lled. Se-
lections from the collection are on display in the back 
of the library. Cataloging is underway. The collection 
will be shelved together as The Atiyeh Collection. 

ST. ATHANASIUS ACADEMY OF ORTHODOX 
THEOLOGY LIBRARY

Another historic collection of books will be coming 
to our Library next month. The library of St. Athana-
sius Academy of Orthodox Theology in Sacramento, 
California, will be given to us in honor of the Very Rev. 
Jack Sparks. It contains books that were purchased for 
the Academy Library as well as donations from the per-
sonal collections of V. Rev. Jack Sparks, V. Rev. Richard 
Ballew, V. Rev. Peter Gillquist, V. Rev. John Braun, V. 
Rev. Simeon Berven, and others who were involved in 
the evangelical movement into the Antiochian Ortho-
dox Christian Archdiocese of North America. 

ORIENTAL INSTITUTE UPDATE
Work continues on the Voobus Syriac Manuscript 

Project at the Oriental Institute in Chicago. Last fall 
we received the fi rst installment of scanned and cata-
logued images: several hundred images on a CD – in-
cluding manuscripts from Mardin. They were able to 
obtain enough funding to continue the project into the 
near future. We are still in the process of fi nalizing our 
legal agreement with the Oriental Institute and have 
not contributed any funds to the project since our in-
volvement in its earliest phase over ten years ago. 

GENERAL COMMENTS
It has been a stimulating year with a lot of growth in 

both the Museum and Library, and with many plans in 
the works for the future. I greatly appreciate any op-
portunity to meet with members of our Village Council 
and Board of Trustees to discuss matters of concern to 
us all. One of my hopes is to establish a small Advisory 
Committee with which I could consult on a more regu-
lar basis and which could help to guide me in my work 
as steward and presenter of our precious Antiochian 
Heritage. 

This concludes my report and, as always, the support 
Fr. Anthony and I receive from the Village Council is 

most appreciated. 
Respectfully submitted, your servant in the Ascend-

ed Christ! 

Paul H. Paul Finley, Executive Director Antiochian Village 
Conference Center / Heritage and Learning Center  

Moved by Fr. Paul Baba of West Sacramento, Califor-
nia, and seconded by Fr. Hanna Sakkab of San Diego, 

California, the Assembly received the report.

8/4. Mr. Robert Laham, Chairman, presented 
the report of the Antiochian Village Council.

ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE COUNCIL REPORT

July 23–24, 2009
Desert Springs, California

MINUTES OF THE 2009 SPRING MEETING
OF THE VILLAGE COUNCIL

May 28, 2009
Antiochian Village

Members Present:  Metropolitan PHILIP, Bishop AN-
TOUN, Bishop THOMAS, Rob-
ert Laham (Chair), George Nas-
sor (Vice-Chair), V. Rev. Anthony 
Yazge, Paul Finley, Peter Dacales, 
Joan Farha, Elaine Heider, Robert 
Koory, Evelyn Koury, Steve Koury, 
and Kenneth Laham. 

Members Absent:  V. Rev. Joseph Allen, Dr. Donald 
Howard, Walter Parhamovich, Dr. 
Joseph Samra and George Zak-
Zak. 

Guests & Staff:  Archdeacon Hans El-Hayek, Brian 
Riffl e (accounting) 

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. by 
Chairman, Robert Laham. 

Bishop THOMAS led the Council in the opening 
prayer. 



OPENING REMARKS
Bishop THOMAS mentioned that about once a month 

he has been present for events at the Village. He is 
pleased with what he has observed. 

Mr. Laham introduced and welcomed Brian Riffl e who 
is handling the accounting at the Antiochian Village. He 
asked Brian to make remarks and observations. 

Brian Riffl e remarked that fi nancially we are close 
in many respects to achieving fi nancial goals. He men-
tioned that the addition of the new Kinetics Software 
(Hotel and Hospitality software) will enable us to run 
the Conference Center more effi ciently and have great-
er reporting capabilities. The software will enable us to 
properly track the profi tability of events, departmental 
operations, etc. The software will also assist in room 
and meeting space management. 

Approval of Fall 2008 Minutes–October 30, 2008

Robert Koory moved to accept the Minutes as distrib-
uted. Seconded by Joan Farha. Motion passed.

HERITAGE AND LEARNING 
CONFERENCE CENTER REPORT

By Paul Finley, Executive Director

Paul Finley welcomed the Village Council back 
home. He covered highlights from his written report 
including: 
•  The newly established addition of Orthodox Pro-

gramming has proven to be successful in its infancy 
as evidenced by customer feedback. 

• Accounting and Bookkeeping 
■  Paul explained the benefi t of having Brian Riffl e 

assist in providing key fi nancial reports. He asked 
Brian to explain several pages of the Year-to-Date 
(through April 30) report. Key statistics hinge on a 
number of factors such as: census (occupancy) in 
relation to our fi nances; census in relation to staff-
ing (FTE-full-time equivalency); and departmental 
breakdowns in relation to costs and revenues. A 
discussion followed on how these statistics can be 
used in sales when contracting groups. Concern 
was expressed regarding Year-to-Date income be-
ing down. There were two groups that cancelled, 
totaling approximately $40,000, plus there was a 
large booking in February of 2008 that was not 
rebooked for 2009. A combination of these fac-
tors accounts for the $53,570 decrease in the fi rst-
quarter income. 

■  A discussion followed regarding sales and booking 
new business. It was mentioned that it does not 
appear that we are booking business to business. 
Some strategies were discussed and feedback was 
given to management on how better to address 

this. Efforts need to be intentional to re-book busi-
ness instead of waiting for them to contact us. 

His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP, Bishop ANTOUN 
and Archdeacon Hans joined the meeting. 
•  Front Desk – Debi Stoll has fulfi lled the position at 

the front desk as well as taking responsibilities that 
were once done by former employees. 

•  Event Services – Amy Stiffl er is overseeing the imple-
mentation of the new KX software. In Paul’s written 
report under event services he highlights the benefi ts 
of this new software. 

•  Marketing and Sales – As previously stated, we are 
down year-to-date. Price increases have been imple-
mented in December. 

•  Buying Network – Paul and Fr Anthony explained the 
buying network (Christian Buying Network, Trinity 

Ministries and HPSI) that we have recently joined to 
save on the expenses of running both the Center and 
the Camp. His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP asked 
Fr Anthony and Paul to send a letter to all of our 
parishes informing them of the buying network with 
contact information so that they may join. 

• Facilities 
■  The football fi elds are currently being improved 

to have three additional fi elds in addition to the 
one lower fi eld for a total of four full-size football 
fi elds. The proper protections and bonds are in 
place to ensure that the project will be completed 
according to contract. A fi nancial projection for 
business generated with the new fi elds was shared 
as well. There is a need for a change order to cre-
ate a proper bed of top soil. The total cost after 
certain savings included in the change order would 
be an additional $4,932.30 
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■  There are three fl at roofs in the facility (Library, 
Lobby and Dining Hall Entrance) that are original 
roofs that are in desperate need of replacement. 
Two quotes from TMR Roofi ng were shared with 
the council. 

■  There was a brief review of other maintenance is-
sues (included in the written report) that will need 
to be addressed at some point. We have quotes on 
some of these issues and need to acquire estimates 
for others. The bottom line is that, to make these 
much needed repairs, the Center has to generate 
enough revenue to handle capital improvements. 

•  A report is enclosed regarding the Museum and Li-
brary as prepared by Julia Ritter. The current exhibit 
is “Splendor of Damascus: Textiles and Artifacts of 
Traditional Syria.” Paul highlighted the marketing of 

the Museum as mentioned in Julia’s report. It was 
recommended that we try to establish a group of 
sponsors/patrons to help support and promote the 
Museum (targeting our local parishes and beyond). 

•  Discussion continued on how to correct the trends 
of staffi ng issues and lower revenue. Robert Laham 
asked for Brian Riffl e’s take on the situation. Brian 
believes that we are not over-staffed but we need to 
reach out to businesses further away than the 50- 
mile radius that we seem to be attracting. He also 
suggested that we should consider contracting with 
a marketing fi rm that accomplishes such a goal. An-
other suggestion that Brian offered is that our people 
should be in the community (organizations/associa-
tions that might facilitate creating contacts and leads 
for business). The Village Council instructed Paul 
Finley set clear-cut expectations from our market-
ing and sales department. In addition the Council has 

asked Brian to investigate a few marketing fi rms that 
we might consider contracting to promote the Center 
and generate new business, especially beyond the 50- 
mile radius of the Center. 

•  Joan Farha moved to contract with TMR Roofi ng to 
repair the three fl at roofs (Library, Lobby, Dining Hall 
Entrance). Second by Elaine Heider. Motion passed. 

•  Elaine Heider moved that the protection wall around 
the propone tanks be repaired/replaced. Second by 
George Nassor. Motion passed. 

•  Steve Koury has offered to help create criteria and 
goals for the sales process. 

•  Paul Finley distributed an energy audit report that 
was done on the Center. 

•  Paul presented information regarding Orthodox Pro-
gramming and Events. Barli Brown oversees these 
items. There is a folder of reports (including fi nancial 
reports) on Orthodox Programming. 

•  Motion to accept Paul Finley’s report for fi ling moved 
by Elaine Heider and seconded by Evelyn Koury. Mo-
tion passed. 

CAMP REPORT BY FR. ANTHONY YAZGE,
CAMP DIRECTOR
•  Fr. Anthony remarked that we are expecting a very 

strong summer with attendance numbers at 97.5% of 
capacity if we stick to our original cabin usage. Since 
there were waiting lists for female campers in three 
of the four sessions, an older cabin is being placed in 
use for this summer and our occupancy then adjusts 
to 96%. Fr. Anthony is very pleased with the staff that 
have been hired, and in fact we had to turn away well- 
qualifi ed applicants due to the large number of appli-
cations and the limited positions available. 

•  Family Camp was a big success, with 29 families par-
ticipating over Memorial Day weekend. At the end of 
the weekend, 16 families registered for next year’s 
Family Camp. We also have another Family Camp 
scheduled for the end of August. 

•  Fr. Anthony shared the current status of scholar-
ship funding both for the Antiochian Village and the 
other seven camping programs of the Archdiocese. 
Thanks to the generosity of the Order of St Ignatius 
and their substantial increase in camper scholarships 
from $125,000 in 2008 to $175,000 this year, there 
is very little additional outstanding need for scholar-
ships in our programs. Throughout the Archdiocese 
$120,491 of scholarships were awarded by parishes 
to their parishioners. Of that amount only $52,709 
are appropriated for children attending the Antio-
chian Village. Of the remaining $55,040 of the total 
$175,000, $47,141 has been assigned on an as-need-
ed basis to campers attending the Antiochian Village. 
In summary, the Antiochian Village campers are re-
ceiving $99,850 in scholarships from the Order of St. 
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Ignatius for a 57% share of the overall $175,000. To 
add some perspective, there are 954 currently reg-
istered campers for the Antiochian Village, of which 
all but 66 will be attending for two weeks (most of 
which will pay $650–$700 in tuition). Last year there 
were 1,100 campers in all other seven camps com-
bined, each going for only one week at a signifi cantly 
lower tuition rate. 

•  Fr. Anthony presented the fi rst-quarter fi nances for 
the camp as well as the year end fi nances for the fi s-
cal year ending January 31, 2009. Last year was an 
improvement upon the previous year, requiring less 
subsidy from the Archdiocese for operations of the 
camp. 

•  An area of potential growth is the marketing of our 
Challenge Course. We are working collaboratively 
with the Center for their guests to utilize the Chal-
lenge Course. We are also slowly marketing the Chal-
lenge Course throughout the year to local schools, 
sports teams, civic organizations and businesses. 

•  Fr. Anthony also explained that we are no longer con-
tracting with Nutrition, Inc. for our food service. In-
stead, we are running our own food service by hiring 
our own staff and doing our own purchasing. The ex-
pectation is that we will have better quality food and 
service with only a slight impact to our budget due to 
our new buying power through the buying network. 

•  Fr. Anthony was asked to give an update on the cabins 
of Unit 2 (younger girls’ cabins). We submitted plans 
to the state that were sent back for revisions. All revi-
sions have been completed except for the revised site 
plan. This should be completed and the plans resub-
mitted to the state next week. The two major issues 
deal with accessibility and sprinkler systems. The 
new site plan will show the close proximity of other 
accessible cabins which should be suffi cient to have 
that requirement waived. Fr. Anthony will schedule a 
meeting with the Township Board of Appeals to at-
tempt to get a variance regarding the sprinkler sys-
tem. Our rationale is that we have both front and rear 
egresses as well as several windows to provide ample 
exits from the building. We have submitted the plans 
to three companies for bids and then hope to begin 
construction in the beginning of September. 

•  Ken Laham moved to accept the Camp Report 
submitted by Fr. Anthony Yazge. Second by 
George Nassor. Motion passed. 
Ken Laham raised the question as to whether we 

need a lease with George Stanislaw for farming on 
our property to insure that we have no issues about 
property ownership. It was stated that a letter was sent 
previously to Mr. Stanislaw stating that we are allow-
ing him to farm on our property and it will remain our 
property. 

At 11:20 p.m. Chairman Robert Laham asked Fr. An-
thony Yazge, Paul Finley and Brian Riffl e to leave the 
meeting so that they could meet in executive session. 

Respectfully Submitted, Fr. Anthony Yazge
Acting Secretary 

Moved by Fr. George Rados of Potomac, Maryland, and 
seconded by Ms. Ramona Darmour of Cleveland, Ohio, 

the Assembly received the report.

Fr. David Barr of Austin, Texas, thanked Messrs. La-
ham and Finley and their staff for a very good fi nancial 
report, and he encouraged all departments to outline 
their budgets.

8/5. V. Rev. Olof Scott, Chairman, presented the 
Report of the Department of Inter-Orthodox and 
Inter-Faith Relations.

REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
INTER-ORTHODOX AND INTER-FAITH 

RELATIONS

Very Rev. Olof H. Scott, Chair

Standing Conference of Canonical Orthodox 
Bishops in America (SCOBA)
Very Rev. Paul W.S. Schneirla

Metropolitan PHILIP has served as Vice-Chairman 
since his enthronement as Metropolitan. 

The Standing Conference of Bishops has met regu-
larly and adjusted to organizational diffi culties in some 
of the member bodies. The Conference and the Study 
and Planning Commission have had regular meetings as 
well. Dependent agencies reported regularly. The mem-
bership awaits a late-summer visit from the  Ecumenical 
Patriarch focused on the welfare of our earth. 

CHRISTIAN CHURCHES TOGETHER IN THE 
USA
Very Rev. Olof H. Scott 

Two full years have passed since our archdiocese be-
came an offi cial founding member of Christian Church-
es Together in the U.S.A. (CCT) at Pasadena, Califor-
nia, in February 2007. CCT is a very broad  ecumenical 
organization which, at the present, consists of thirty-
fi ve (35) Christian communions arranged in fi ve family 
groupings (African-American, Evangelical, Pentecos-
tal, Historic Protestant, Orthodox and Roman Catholic) 
and six (6) Christian organizations (including Ameri-
can Bible Society, Bread for the World, Evangelicals for 
Social Action, Habitat for Humanity, Sojourners and 
World Vision). It is estimated that the member organi-
zations represent well over 130 million Americans. 
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The Orthodox family currently has six member 
churches, three Eastern Orthodox (Greek, Antiochian, 
and OCA) and three Oriental Orthodox (Coptic, Syrian, 
Armenian). 

CCT currently holds an annual meeting once a year, 
usually in early January. Both the 2008 and 2009 meet-
ings were intentionally held close to Washington, D.C., 
at the Maritime Institute Conference Center in Linthi-
cum Heights, Maryland. The purpose was to interact 
with congressional delegations and government de-
partments regarding issues of interest to CCT. 

Between the annual meetings, business decisions 
and directions are coordinated by the Steering Com-
mittee made up of elected representatives from the fi ve 
family groups and organizations. The Steering Com-
mittee currently meets twice a year in the Spring and 
Fall. Orthodox representatives on the Steering Commit-
tee are currently Fr. Leonid Kiskovsky (OCA), Fr. Olof 
Scott (Antiochian), Bishop SERAPION (Coptic) and 
Archbishop VICKEN (Armenian). 

CCT continues to bring the issue of poverty to the 
forefront of our deliberations and our discussions with 
elected offi cials. A signifi cant portion of the 2009 meet-
ing was held on this subject in Washington D.C., high-
lighted by meetings with the Obama Transition Offi ce, 
a one-hour press conference at the National Press Club 
and delegate meetings with their respective senators 
and offi ce staff. 

The next main issue to be addressed by CCT is evan-
gelism/evangelization. It is anticipated that a signifi cant 
portion of the deliberations on this topic will include 
how it is accomplished along with the sensitive issue of 
proselytism. The annual meeting scheduled to be held 
in the Sea-Tac area of Washington State in 2010 will 
concentrate on this topic. 

NORTH AMERICAN ORTHODOX-CATHOLIC 
THEOLOGICAL CONSULTATION 
Dr. Robert M. Haddad 

This semiannual Consultation met four times between 
June 2007 and October 2008. Each meeting usually 
runs for an afternoon, a full day and a morning, and is 
usually divided into seven sessions: one business; two 
informational; and four theological. The business ses-
sion draws up plans for the next meeting—time, place 
and theological subjects to be examined. The informa-
tional has various members of the Consultation report 
briefl y on recent developments in each Church. The 
theological sessions normally involve presentation of 
pre-assigned papers for discussion. Because the theo-
logical sessions comprise the heart of each meeting, 
this report focuses on them. The papers presented at 
the four meetings to which this report is devoted dealt 
almost entirely with subjects related, directly or indi-
rectly, to the issue of papal primacy. 

Meeting of June 4–6, 2007, held at St Vladimir’s 
Orthodox Theological Seminary, Crestwood, New 
York, chaired by The Most Rev. Daniel Pilarczyk, 
Roman Catholic Archbishop of Cincinnati. The 
 Orthodox co-chair, His Eminence Metropolitan 
MAXIMOS, Greek Orthodox Bishop of Pittsburgh, 
was absent due to his attendance at a meeting of 
the Holy Synod at the Phanar. 

The theological session on June 4 saw the following 
papers presented: “Philosophical Theology in Medieval 
Greek and Latin Christianity: the Parting of the Ways,” 
by Dr. Robert M. Haddad, an Orthodox; and “The Na-
ture and Purpose of Ecumenical Dialogue,” by Sister 
Susan K. Wood, SCL, a Roman Catholic. The second 
theological session, held on June 5, was taken up by a 
paper on “Ethnicity and Religious Identity” by The Rev. 
Peter Galadza, a Ukrainian Catholic. The third theologi-
cal session, also held on June 5, featured a paper on 
“Conceptions of Sanctity in the Christian East and the 
Teaching of Holy Persons,” by The Rev. Dr. Alexander 
Golitzin, an Orthodox. The fourth and fi nal theologi-
cal session, held on June 6, was devoted to a paper on 
“The Hermeneutics of Scripture,” by The Rev. Sidney 
H. Griffi th, ST, a Roman Catholic. 

Meeting of October 25–27, 2007, held at Loyola 
Marymount University, Los Angeles, California, co-
chaired by Metropolitan MAXIMOS and Archbishop 
PILARCZYK. 

This meeting of the Consultation employed a differ-
ent format: short papers on what a unifi ed Orthodox/
Catholic Church might look like. 

The fi rst theological session, convened on October 
25, opened with the paper, “An Orthodox Primacy: Pri-
macy as Principatus,” by The Rev. Dr. Theodore Pul-
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cini. His presentation was followed by “Primacy in a 
United Church,” by Dr. Paul Meyendorff, and then by 
“What Exercise of Universal Primacy/Synodality Would 
Be Possible and Acceptable to You in View of Your Own 
Tradition?” by The Rev. Dr. Robert Stephanopoulos. All 
three presenters are Orthodox. 

Around mid-afternoon, the members of the Consul-
tation attended a public event at LMU, presided over by 
The Rev. Thomas Rausch, SJ, and introduced by Profes-
sor Eng, Chairman of the Theology Department. The 
Rev. Dr. Alexander Golitzin, an Orthodox, discussed the 
Consultation’s statement on baptism. He was followed 
by The Rev. Brian E. Daley, SJ, who discussed the Con-
sultation’s statement on the fi lioque. 

The second theological session, held on October 26, 
consisted of papers presented by Catholics: “Towards 
Rapprochement with Orthodoxy: Exercises and Prin-
ciples of Primacy/Synodality,” by Sr. Susan K. Wood, 
SCL; “Universal Primacy/Synodality: Problem and Ur-
Problem,” by Dr. Vito Nicastro; “The Reform of De-
formed Churches,” by The Rev. Chorbishop John D. 
Faris; and “Some Theses on the Primacy of Rome,” by 
Rev. Brian Daley. The session ended with a summary by 
The Rev. Ronald G. Roberson, CSP, of a study by Herve 
Legrand on the Council of Sardica (343). 

Lunch with LMU faculty followed. 
The third theological session was devoted to discus-

sion of the aforementioned presentations. 
The meetings on October 27 were focused on busi-

ness matters and on developing an agenda for the next 
meeting. 

Meeting of June 2–4, 2008, held at Hellenic Col-
lege/Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School of Theology, 
co-chaired by Metropolitan Maximos and The Most 
Rev. Daniel Pilarczyk, Archbishop of Cincinnati. 

The fi rst theological session, convened on June 2, 
consisted of a Catholic and an Orthodox reaction to the 
Ravenna Document of October 13, 2007 (“Ecclesiolog-
ical and Canonical Consequences of the Sacramental 
Nature of the Church, Ecclesial Communion, Conciliar-
ity and Authority”). The Rev. John P. Galvin presented a 
Catholic reaction, Dr. Robert M. Haddad an Orthodox. 

The second theological session, held on June 3, was 
taken up by The Rev. Joseph Komanchak’s “Bibliogra-
phy on Primacy.” Another Catholic member, The Rev. 
Brian E. Daley, SJ, presented “Considerations on the 
Anglican-Orthodox Agreed Statement (The Church of 
the Triune God).” These papers were followed by brief 
refl ections on primacy/synodality by The Rev. David M. 
Petras and The Rev. Paul McPartlan, both Catholics. 

The third theological session, held on the afternoon 
of June 3, featured Metropolitan MAXIMOS’ paper: 
“Will the Ecclesiology of Cardinal Ratzinger Infl uence 
the Pontifi cate of Benedict XVI?” 

The fourth theological session, convened on June 4, 
was devoted to further discussion of primacy/conciliarity. 

Meeting of October 23–25, 2008, held at Man-
oir d’Youville, Chateauguay, Quebec, Canada, co-
chaired by Metropolitan MAXIMOS and Archbishop 
PILARCZYK. 

The members of the Consultation did not gather un-
til after supper on October 23, and their meeting was 
taken up by an informational session. 

The fi rst theological session, convened on October 
24th, consisted of a Catholic response to the Ravenna 
Document by Sr. Susan K. Wood, SCL, and an Ortho-
dox response by The Very Rev. John Erickson. The 
second theological session, held on the same day, was 
devoted to the paper, “On the Priority of the Universal 
Church; Analysis and Questions,” by The Rev. Joseph 
Komonchak, a Catholic. The third theological session, 
held later in the same day, was taken up by the paper, 
“Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholmew and the Synaksis of 
Orthodox Primates in Constantinople, October 10–12, 
2008,” by The Rev. Dr. Thomas Fitzgerald, an Ortho-
dox. 

The fourth theological session, convened on October 
25, was devoted to discussion of progress made during 
this meeting. 
North American Orthodox — Lutheran Ecumeni-
cal Dialogue & North American Orthodox — Epis-
copal Ecumenical Dialogue:

Both of these dialogues have not met for many 
years. 
The World Council of Churches: Anne Glynn Mack-
oul 

The World Council of Churches continues to be a 
point of reference for representatives of the various 
patriarchates of the Orthodox Church to engage with 
one another and with representatives of the over 345 
member Christian churches from around the globe. At 
the central committee of the WCC, the patriarchate of 
Antioch is represented by H.E. Metropolitan DAMASKI-
NOS of Sao Paolo and Brazil, the V. Rev. George Dimas 
of Beirut, Lebanon and Mrs. Anne Glynn Mackoul of 
Princeton, New Jersey. The central committee of the 
World Council of Churches last met in February 2008, 
having reduced its meeting schedule from annual to 
eighteen-month intervals since the year 2000 as a re-
sponse to fi nancial exigency. 

GENERAL SECRETARY AND SEARCH COMMITTEE
The 2008 Central Committee meeting was marked 

by the announcement by the WCC General Secretary 
Rev. Samuel Kobia, a Methodist from Kenya, that he 
would not request a second term as General Secretary. 
A search committee was formed and election of a new 
General Secretary is scheduled to take place at the next 
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meeting of the Central Committee in late August 2009. 
The eighteen-member search committee includes three 
Eastern Orthodox members and one member repre-
senting the Oriental Churches. 

SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
As the WCC was formally founded in 1948, an an-

niversary celebration took place during the 2008 meet-
ing, including an ecumenical service at the church of 
St. Pierre (Reformed) in the Old City of Geneva during 
which His All-Holiness BARTHOLOMEW, Ecumenical 
Patriarch, addressed the large gathering, which was 
comprised of WCC member church representatives, as 
well as signifi cant delegations from the Roman Catho-
lic Church, guests and local dignitaries. 

THE PERMANENT COMMITTEE ON CONSEN-
SUS AND COLLABORATION

The successor committee to the Special Commis-
sion on Orthodox Participation in the WCC (the “Per-
manent Committee”) held its fi rst meeting last October 
2007 in Damascus, at the invitation of His Beatitude 
Patriarch IGNATIUS IV. The committee next met in July 
2008 outside of Kassel, Germany, guests of EKD and 
of Bishop Martin Hein, and will meet again during the 
2009 Central Committee in Geneva. 

THE GLOBAL CHRISTIAN FORUM
The reportedly very successful fi rst meeting of the 

“Global Christian Forum” was held in Limuru, Kenya in 
November 2007. This was the long-discussed expand-
ed ecumenical space that brought together under one 
roof representatives of the two streams of Christianity 
currently represented in the WCC, namely, the Protes-
tant/Anglican and Orthodox churches as well as rep-
resentatives of the other two of the four main streams 
of Christianity: the Roman Catholic Church, and the 
Evangelical and Pentecostal churches, similar in some 
ways to the CCT (Christian Churches Together) initia-
tive in the US. Some of those who attended the meeting 
of the Global Christian Forum remarked about its be-
ing fi lled with grace, hope and enthusiasm. The Global 
Christian Forum has no institutional character, but a 
continuation committee was formed to explore ways to 
maintain the newly opened lines of communication and 
contacts among these disparate Christian Churches. 

PUBLIC ISSUES
As is usual at meetings of the Central Committee, the 

public issues committee offered for consideration pub-
lic statements on a number of issues as well as minutes 
to the churches recommending action or study. A state-
ment was issued on climate change that included refer-
ence to the leadership of the Orthodox Church on this 
issue. In a statement that included specifi c reference to 
the use of cluster bombs in Lebanon in the summer of 

2006, the Central Committee called for a cessation of 
use of cluster munitions and supported international 
efforts to ban the production, sale and use of cluster 
munitions (the “Oslo Process”). Over the last two years, 
many statements and minutes have been issued by the 
WCC; all of these documents are available in full on the 
WCC Web site: www.wcc-coe.org. 

PALESTINE-ISRAEL ECUMENICAL FORUM
The Palestine-Israel Ecumenical Forum (PIEF) initia-

tive launched in Amman, Jordan, in June 2007 contin-
ues to be a priority of the Council and fi gured prom-
inently in the report of the General Secretary to the 
Central Committee. This program, coordinated by the 
Antiochian Orthodox Michel Nseir, has attracted wide 
interest and support from member churches, including 
in North America, and facilitates networking to increase 

effectiveness among those churches, church-related in-
stitutions, NGOs and Israeli peace groups engaged in 
efforts for peace and justice in the Holy Land. 

The PIEF initiative joins the ongoing Ecumenical Ac-
companiment Programme for Palestine and Israel (EAP-
PI) that places volunteers from WCC member churches 
in various locations throughout the West Bank. The 
volunteers accompany Palestinians in normal daily life, 
including for example, en route to schools and at Is-
raeli checkpoints, and then report back to their home 
churches about what they have experienced, both 
through letters and electronic communication while on 
the ground and by personal testimonials once having 
returned home. 
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INTERNATIONAL ECUMENICAL PEACE 
 CONVOCATION

Planning is underway for an international gather-
ing to mark the end of the Decade to Overcome Vio-
lence, Churches Seeking Reconciliation and Peace (the 
“DOV”). The US DOV committee has been active since 
2004 and includes among its members Mr. Alexander 
Patico of the Orthodox Peace Fellowship. The decade 
will end in 2010, and an international ecumenical peace 
convocation is being planned for Kingston, Jamaica, in 
May 2011 (IEPC). Theological schools have been ap-
proached to offer academic and theological refl ections 
on peace-making and peace-building and regional sym-
posia have been held that will inform the planning of 
the event. 

EDINBURGH 2010
Edinburgh was the venue in 1910 for the historic 

World Mission Conference, a gathering that provided a 
vision of the church as a truly global missionary com-
munity. As the centenary of this event approaches, the 
WCC has exercised a leading role in the organization of 
a celebrative and widely inclusive mission conference 
to be held in June 2010 in Edinburgh. The V. Rev. Chad 
Hatfi eld, Chancellor of St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theo-
logical Seminary, serves as an Orthodox advisor to Ed-
inburgh 2010 on two planning committee focus areas. 

CENTRAL COMMITTEE 2009
The August/September meeting will be marked by 

several signifi cant decisions, including the election of 
the new General Secretary, selection of a site for and 
composition of the 2013 WCC Assembly, and consider-
ation of proposals regarding clarifi cation of WCC rules 
related to governance, transparency and the relation-

ships among governing bodies. The global economic 
crisis has affected all institutions, not excepting inter-
national bodies such as the WCC, which relies upon 
donations from member churches, partners and invest-
ments. The fi nancial situation continues to challenge 
existing and planned programs and initiatives. 

Moved by Fr. Matthew MacKay of Katy, Texas, and 
seconded by Fr. Wayne Wilson of Costa Mesa, California, 

the Assembly received the report.

Metropolitan PHILIP noted that Metropolitan  YAZIGI 
of Western Europe represented the Patriarchate of An-
tioch with attorney Albert Laham at the Chambessy 
Conference.

8/6. V. Rev. Edward Hughes, Chairman, present-
ed the Report of the Western Rite Vicariate.

 Most Reverend Very Reverend  
 Metropolitan PHILIP Edward Hughes  
 Archbishop Vicar General  

THE SELF-RULED ANTIOCHIAN 
 ORTHODOX  CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE 

WESTERN RITE VICARIATE GENERAL 

103 Pleasant Street
Methuen, Massachusetts 01844-7130

978-686-3274 
Report to the 49th Antiochian Archdiocese Convention

Palm Desert, California, July 2009 

The historical Western forms of worship, codifi ed by 
Pope St. Gregory the Great (Diologus) at the end of 
the 6th century, and St. Benedict of Nursia in the fi rst 
half of the 6th century, are organically Orthodox and 
are natural, divinely inspired expressions of Orthodox 
Faith and spirituality. Their use among Orthodox is not 
by exception or economia, but is entirely in accordance 
with Orthodox Tradition. This has been defi ned in mod-
ern times by the Russian Patriarchal Synod in 1718, 
The Russian Synod in 1869, The Synod and Patriarch 
of Constantinople in 1882, The Patriarch of Alexandria 
in 1911, The Patriarch and Holy Synod of Antioch in 
1911, again in 1958, and fi nally again in 1993, and the 
Russian Patriarchal Synod in 1936. 

It was with this in mind that the Antiochian Arch-
diocese in 1958 received several Western Rite parishes 
which had earlier had been under the care of the Rus-
sian Holy Synod, but had lost that connection due to 
the upheavals of the Russian Church situation in the 
1930’s. These several parishes have grown today to in-
clude 26 parishes and missions of the Antiochian Arch-
diocese, cared for by 34 priests and 9 deacons. 
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We welcome especially Fr. Barry Thibodeaux and 
Christ the Saviour Mission in Jacksonville, TX; Fr. Ken-
neth DeVoie and Emmanuel Mission in Warren, MA; 
Fr. Christopher Nerreau and St. Stephen’s Mission in 
Springfi eld, MA; and Sub-deacon James Hamrick and 
St. John the Baptist Mission in Lewistown, Maryland, 
who all joined the Archdiocese since our last conven-
tion in Montreal in 2007. 

We would like to express our extreme respect and 
gratitude to the Very Rev. Paul W. S. Schneirla for his 
years of service to the Archdiocese and the Western Rite 
Vicariate. Fr. Paul was very instrumental in the process 
of the fi rst parishes joining the Archdiocese in 1958. 
He was appointed to the fi rst Western Rite Commis-
sion in 1961. Upon the death of Fr. Alexander Turner in 
1971, Fr. Paul became the second Vicar General for the 
Western Rite in our Archdiocese, and continued in that 
position until his retirement this past January. For over 
fi fty years he studied, wrote, and worked untiringly for 
the welfare of those parishes and faithful who found a 
home in Orthodoxy through the Western Rite Vicariate 
of the Antiochian Archdiocese. It is not an overstate-
ment to say that without Fr. Paul the Vicariate would 
never have existed, and all of these faithful may never 
have found the security of Holy Orthodoxy nor the An-
tiochian Archdiocese. In his retirement, Fr. Paul has 
graciously agreed to continue to serve as a consultant, 
and to help us in any way he can. We pray fervently 
that our Lord will grant Fr. Paul and Khouriyeh Shirley 
many, many happy and healthy years to come. 

We also must thank our Metropolitan PHILIP for his 
leadership and guidance, as well as Bishop ANTOUN, 
Bishop JOSEPH, Bishop BASIL, Bishop THOMAS, Bish-
op MARK, and Bishop ALEXANDER for their on-going 
interest, help, and support for the very special ministry 
of the Vicariate. Without their kind intentions and active 
support it would be impossible for us to do this work. 

Thanks go also to Fr. John Fenton, Fr. Bernard Kin-
nick, Mr. Dale Crakes, and Mrs. Dorothy Downey for 
their considerable help in organizing, researching, and 
communicating all that is necessary to keep things go-
ing smoothly. 

There is no way to thank the priests: the pastors of 
our communities have sacrifi ced so very much to bring 
their fl ocks to Orthodoxy and to care for them in our 
Archdiocese. Being widely scattered, they often feel 
isolated and alone. Because the communities are, for 
the most part, small, many of them work with little or 
no remuneration; relying on their wives or their retire-
ment incomes, or holding several jobs at once to sus-
tain them and their families, Many of them are working 
very hard despite having already reached and passed 
normal retirement age. Their commitment, sacrifi ce, 
and enthusiasm are heroic and inspiring. Their families 

are saints. May God protect and keep each and every 
one of them. 

Please keep this special ministry of our Archdiocese 
in your daily prayers. 

Respectfully submitted, 
V. Rev. Edward Hughes, Vicar General 

Moved by Fr. Cassian Dunlop of Eustis, Florida, and 
seconded by Fr. Louis Mahshie of Akron, Ohio, the Assem-

bly received the report.

8/7 V. Rev. Edward Hughes, Chairman, present-
ed the Report of the Department of Liturgics and 
Translations.

The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese of North America 

DEPARTMENT OF LITURGICS AND 
 TRANSLATIONS

Report to the 49th Antiochian Archdiocese Convention
Palm Desert, California, July 2009

The goal of this Department is to provide the Litur-
gical texts and resources needed and desired by the 
parishes of our Archdiocese for the enrichment and 
support of their liturgical life according to the vision of 
Metropolitan PHILIP. In addition, the Department seeks 
to educate and encourage the clergy toward an in-
creased appreciation of our liturgical heritage, toward 
the recovery of a fuller liturgical life, and the best and 
most appropriate practice of liturgics according to our 
unique Antiochian-American liturgical customs, espe-
cially those handed down to us by our own St.  Raphael 
of Brooklyn. 

The Department works closely with the Department 
of Music, inasmuch as that Department is concerned 
with the sung musical texts of our liturgical services, 
and the participation of choirs and chanters in the cel-
ebration of these services. The Department also works 
with the Western Rite Vicariate through the St. George 
Institute to provide liturgical support, texts, and music 
for our Western Rite parishes as well. 

We are very grateful to the Very Rev. Elia Shalhoub 
for his work on the Liturgical Guide since 1998. Fr. 
Elia very carefully checks both the Typikon rubrics and 
the Lectionary to provide a high-quality Guide each 
year. It is important to note that while we generally fol-
low the Typikon of Metropolitan George Violakis fi rst 
published in 1888, we modify that according to the 
customs of the Antiochian Patriarchate and especially 
those of our own Archdiocese as developed and handed 
down since the time of St. Raphael. We tend to rely on 
the older Typikon a little more than is the case in mod-
ern Greek practice. 
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We are very indebted to Elaine (Hayeck) Moore for 
doing all the work in posting the on-line Liturgical 
Notes. She uses the Liturgical Guide prepared by Fr. 
Shalhoub and fi lls it out with the appropriate texts from 
the approved books of the Archdiocese. 

We are very grateful to the Rev. Bernard Kinnick for 
his work on the Ordo, which is the Liturgical Guide for 
the Western Rite parishes and missions of our Archdio-
cese. Unlike the Liturgical Guide, the Ordo provides 
an outline for Matins, Liturgy, and Vespers for each and 
every day throughout the year. Benjamin Andersen also 
provides detailed instructions and resources for those 
who use the Benedictine Breviary. 

All of these people go to an awful lot of work, which 
they volunteer to the Archdiocese. We do this because 
it has been requested by our parishes and blessed by 

our Metropolitan. We are do-
ing our best to provide every-
thing which people want, but 
according to the order and 
wishes of the Metropolitan. It 
is not a good idea to add to our 
services using outside sources 
without fi rst checking with us 

or the Metropolitan to see if it will have his blessing. 
The liturgical texts for the regional Parish Life Con-

ferences were prepared bi-lingually and mailed to each 
host parish, as well as the texts for the Archdiocese 
Convention, Clergy Symposium, Antiochian House of 
Studies, and individual parish needs such as an Episco-
pal visit or joint Orthodox celebration. Please remem-
ber, however, that we need time to prepare these texts. 
They cannot be put together overnight. 

Two years ago in Montreal we announced that there 
were two projects in process. The fi rst is a service book 
containing all the services and how they are served by 
a Bishop. This had been prepared by Bishop DEMETRI 
from the Arabic and Greek Euchologia and Archierati-
ca, and is being typeset by Fr. John Winfrey. Since we 
now have more bishops than ever before, and since our 
parishes love to host them and pray with them, such a 
book will make it easier to prepare and properly and 
smoothly serve with them. The second is a translation 
of the 1888 Typikon of George Violakis, also prepared 
by Bishop Demitri, and edited by the Very Rev. John 
Morris. While not in itself the norm or custom of our 
Archdiocese, it is a very important resource for under-
standing how to organize the services. This might very 
soon be able to be sent to the printers. 

Our department wishes to serve the needs of the par-
ishes in our Archdiocese. Comments and suggestions 
from the priests and people throughout the Archdio-
cese enable us to continue our ministry in a responsive 
and responsible fashion. Please feel free to contact us 
whenever we can be of service to you. 

We would like to thank all the Priests, Deacons, Choir 
directors, and other members of our Archdiocese who 
have helped us in our projects, provided their expertise 
and time, and have shared their comments and criti-
cisms with us. 

We also thank our Metropolitan PHILIP for his lead-
ership and guidance, as well as Bishop Antoun, Bishop 
Joseph, Bishop Basil, Bishop Demetri, Bishop Thomas, 
Bishop Mark, and Bishop Alexander (our own Epis-
copal overseer) for their on-going interest, help, and 
support for the work of this Department. Without their 
active participation and cooperation we would have no 
ministry. 

Respectfully submitted, 
V. Rev. Edward Hughes 

Moved by Fr. Elia Shalhoub of West Palm Beach, 
Florida, and seconded by Fr. Silas Ruark of Fairfi eld, 

California, the Assembly received the report.

8/8. V. Rev. Michael Ellias, Chairman, presented 
the Report of the Department of Clergy Insurance 
and Retirement.

DEPARTMENT OF CLERGY INSURANCE 
AND  RETIREMENT

Palm Desert, California – July 2009

SIGNIFICANT POLICY CHANGES
The most recent edition of the Clergy Compensa-

tion Manual appeared in December 2007 and incor-
porated the policies endorsed by the Montreal Conven-
tion and approved by the Metropolitan Archbishop. 
The Archdiocese mails a copy of the manual to both 
pastors and parish council chairs at each publication. 
At its most recent meeting the department endorsed 
the following changes for publication in the next edi-
tion of the manual: 

1. Stipend Guidelines – We continue to operate in 
a low-infl ation environment; therefore, the department 
will apply an increase of approximately 4.1% over 
2007 levels. We note with interest that the Social Se-
curity Administration is not anticipating increases in 
Social Security payments for 2010 and possibly not 
for 2011. We will monitor their policy. Parishes should 
keep in mind that these levels are “guidelines” and 
“minimums.” Parishes should continue making Cost 
of Living Allowance (COLA) increases as well as merit 
raises. Parishes must submit compensation proposals 
for incoming pastors to the local bishop for his bless-
ing. 

2. Life Insurance – Participation in the Archdio-
cese’s Life Insurance and Long-Term Disability plan is 
still mandatory for all full-time pastors. The rate has 
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been $900/year for many years. Under the plan of our 
previous carrier, Aetna Insurance, we had increased 
the death benefi t to $110,000 for those less than 70 
years of age and to $60,000 for those 70 years of age 
and older. All other survivor benefi ts discontinued un-
der this coverage. Within the same $900 annual premi-
um long-term disability benefi ts have increased from 
$1,000 to $1,500 per month. 

Given our claims history, however, Aetna proposed 
to increase our premium by nearly 100%. The Depart-
ment consulted with our agent and elected to change 
both its life insurance and long-term disability cover-
age to Cigna, effective March 1, 2009. We will con-
tinue to pay the same rate. The agent informs us that 
all participants will need to complete new benefi ciary 
forms. The agent will send out a form and cover letter 
from the department this summer. 

3. Health Insurance – While health insurance pre-
miums have increased as much as 9–14% per year 
throughout the industry for the last two years, the 
Orthodox Health Plan, administered through Aetna 
Insurance, experienced a very modest increase of ap-
proximately 2.9% in 2008 and 1.1% in 2009, well be-
low the national average for the eighth year in a row. 
For the period May 1, 2009, through April 30, 2010, 
the new rates are $815/month for an individual and 
$1,720/month for a family. Coverage for out-of-network 
providers has increased from 80% to 90% without an 
increase in premium. For enrollment and detailed plan 
descriptions, go to www.orthodoxhealthplans.com. 

LONG-TERM CARE
The Department offers enrollment in a group Long-

Term Care plan. Enrollment is at the discretion of the 
participant and at his/her own expense. The plan fea-
tures group rates, a rate locked in at the applicant’s 
current age, and guaranteed coverage with no medical 
questions for new employees. Continuing pastors and 
employees must be medically underwritten. For more 
information call (800) 785-4432 or go to www.ortho-
doxhealthplans.com on the Web. 

CONFIDENTIAL ASSISTANCE PLAN (CAP)
As of February 1, 2008, the department changed pro-

viders for our Confi dential Assistance Plan (CAP). 
ComPsych provides short-term counseling services to 
clergy and full-time employees of the archdiocese and 
their family members in order to handle concerns con-
structively before they become major issues. The CAP 
provides immediate assistance from trained counselors 
for any problem, including, but not limited to, mari-
tal, family and relationship issues; emotional, stress 
and work issues; grief counseling; mental illness; child 
and elder care; substance abuse; and domestic vio-
lence. Our new carrier also provides telephone access 

to licensed attorneys on any legal concern (including 
home purchase and estate planning) and to CPAs about 
fi nancial issues. Confi dentiality is strictly main-
tained. Counselors are available 24 hours a day, 365 
days a year by calling (800) 272-7255, or by going 
to www.guidanceresources.com. Our Company ID is 
COM589. 

RETIRED CLERGY HOUSING ALLOWANCE 
AND RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS

The NAB Antiochian Women have successfully 
completed their fi ve-year project to stabilize the Re-
tired Clergy Housing Allowance Fund. Total con-
tributions exceeded $555,000. Additionally, the Order 
of St. Ignatius of Antioch has increased its annual 
contribution to $200,000/year. The clergy and their 
families extend their heartfelt gratitude to the Antio-
chian Women and to the Order of St. Ignatius. In 2007 

His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP received an hono-
rarium of $250,000 from the clergy and faithful of the 
Archdiocese in celebration of the 40th anniversary of 
his metropolitanate. His Eminence added that gift to 
the gifts and honoraria he has received over the 40 
years of his ministry, and he authorized the addition of 
$1,000,000 to the Clergy Housing Fund; therefore, as 
of March 1, 2007, the monthly allowances increased 
by 14.29%, and the maximum monthly retired clergy 
housing stipend for those with 30 or more years of ser-
vice has increased to $800/month. 

The Internal Revenue Service has made major 
changes in the administration of 403(b) plans. Because 
of these changes the Department has worked closely 
with our plan sponsor, Merrill Lynch, to convert exist-
ing 403(b) accounts to SIMPLE (Savings Incentive 
Match Plans for Employees – SRA) retirement ac-
counts since December 2008. The department strongly 
recommends that parishes facilitate an ongoing contri-
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bution to the pastor’s SRA plan in order to provide for a 
dignifi ed retirement. These contributions are especially 
important for those clergy who reside in parish rec-
tories and are not building equity for their retirement 
years. All clergy, regardless of age or length of service, 
are encouraged to participate in this program. Please 
call (800) 723-9831 to enroll or to learn more about 
the program’s features. 

CLOSING REMARKS
The department extends its deepest gratitude to Met-

ropolitan PHILIP for his paternal concern for the clergy 
and their families, to Bishop ANTOUN for his dedicated 
supervision of the department, to all the bishops who 
advocate for their clergy, and to the Order of St. Ig-
natius of Antioch and the Antiochian Women for their 
generous support. 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Very Rev. Fr. Michael Ellias, Chairman

8005 Ridge Boulevard Brooklyn, NY 11209 smaoc@
earthlink.net or (718) 238-8008 

Moved by Fr. George Shalhoub of Livonia, Michigan, 
and seconded by Fr. Amin Houli of Loveland, Ohio, the 

Assembly received the report.

8/9. V. Rev. Peter Gillquist, Chairman, presented 
the Report of the Department of Missions and 
Evangelism.

THE DEPARTMENT OF MISSIONS
AND EVANGELISM

V. Rev. Peter E. Gillquist, Chairman 
2007–2009 Bi-Annual Report to the 49th Convention 
of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of 

North America, Prepared June 8, 2009
 

1. New Missions. Since His Eminence Metropolitan 
PHILIP established a full-time Department of Missions 
and Evangelism in 1988, the Archdiocese has found-
ed 117 new Eastern Rite missions throughout the 
United States and Canada, of which 62 have grown 
to full parishes. At present we are developing 5 mis-
sion projects, and exploring the possibilities for mis-
sion starts in over a dozen additional cities and 
towns. 

Department mission priests Frs. Peter Gillquist, 
Michael Keiser, and John Finley have worked closely 
with local clergy and lay leaders to start new missions. 
Our staff priests have celebrated hundreds of Divine 
Liturgies and other services, provided careful liturgical 
training for Protestant clergy converting to Orthodoxy, 
and catechized countless laity. 

In addition to those missions listed with this report, 
Fr. Michael has played a key role in bringing over half 

a dozen former Charismatic Episcopal and Continuing 
Anglican Churches into the Archdiocese Western Rite 
Vicariate. He also has been working with numerous 
Protestant pastors who are en route to the Orthodox 
Church. In addition to his work developing missions, 
Fr. John Finley has been serving as interim pastor of 
St. Timothy Antiochian Orthodox Church in Lompoc, 
California. Howard Lange and Glenn Ritsema have sup-
ported our missionary efforts through their technical 
and administrative work at the Santa Barbara, Califor-
nia, offi ce. 

2. Parish Growth. Staff have visited several dozen 
established Orthodox parishes to conduct Orthodoxy 
Seminars, provide outreach training for clergy and la-
ity, and preach and teach on a variety of subjects re-
lating to Church planting and evangelism. Many non-
Orthodox clergy and laity attend these functions, so 
they serve as both training for Orthodox believers and 
outreach to inquirers. 

The department not only helps establish new mis-
sions, but works closely with them as they grow to 
become full-fl edged parishes. For example, toward the 
end of 2008 St. Raphael Antiochian Orthodox Mission 
in Iowa City, Iowa, was presented with a golden op-
portunity to purchase their fi rst building. The mission 
was bursting at the seams in their tiny storefront base-
ment meeting spot and unable to grow further because 
of it. The department helped Fr. Ignatius Valentine and 
his people raise the money needed for a downpayment, 
and by the grace of God and the support of many vi-
sionary and generous souls, St. Raphael’s was able to 
move into their new home in time for Pascha, 2009! 

3. Evangelism. Staff have spoken on Orthodox Chris-
tianity at a number of non-Orthodox venues, including 
Protestant colleges and seminaries, secular colleges 
and universities, and fraternity houses. We also ad-
dress Protestant congregations where the pastor and 
laity are interested in Orthodoxy. Fr. Peter again taught 
and ministered at the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Fraternity’s 
annual national leadership school. This is a marvelous 
opportunity to spread the Faith to young men who may 
come across few other opportunities to hear the gospel 
preached. 

The department’s reputation among non-Orthodox 
clergy as a point of fi rst contact with the Orthodox 
Church and general resource on the Faith continues to 
grow. We are in ongoing communication with a grow-
ing number of Protestant clergy who are expressing 
strong interest in the Orthodox Faith, most of whom 
we successfully have placed in personal contact with 
local Orthodox clergy. 

4. The Annual Orthodox Conference on Missions and 
Evangelism. A trademark program of this department, 
coordinated by Howard Lange, the Conference attracts 
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clergy and laity from most Orthodox jurisdictions in 
America, as well as Protestant clergy who are seriously 
considering conversion. Several such clergy are now 
priests in our Archdiocese. In 2008 we held the 20th 
Anniversary Orthodox Conference on Missions and 
Evangelism! Our collaboration with Ancient Faith Ra-
dio has blossomed, making the Conference sessions 
available year round to thousands more people than we 
could ever hope could attend in person. 

Over the Labor Day Weekend, 2009, we will welcome 
His Beatitude Metropolitan JONAH of the OCA as our 
keynote speaker, addressing the theme of the necessity 
of Orthodox unity in America for bringing America to 
Orthodoxy. Joining him at Antiochian Village will be Fr. 
Peter Gillquist, Fr. Hector Firoglanis of the Greek Arch-
diocese (and a two-time past participant of the Confer-
ence as both a college student and a deacon), and our 
own Archdiocese chancellor Mr. Charles Ajalat. Already 
many people across the country have expressed their 
interest in this year’s Conference, and we are anticipat-
ing a strong turnout. Join us! 

5. Publications and Public Information. The depart-
ment publishes and periodically updates a missions 
and evangelism manual, which is available for free to 
missions of the Archdiocese. The department is work-
ing ever more closely with Conciliar Press to develop 
evangelistic literature, and we worked hard to help St. 
Athanasius Academy complete work on the historic Or-
thodox Study Bible — Old Testament. 

Fr. John Finley has led the way to create an excit-
ing new concept in Orthodox Internet presence: www.
gettoknowtheoriginal.net. It is a simple and beauti-
ful introduction to the One, Holy, Catholic and Apos-
tolic Church, focusing an inquirer’s attention on Jesus 
Christ and how He can be known by getting to know 
“the Original” Christianity. In a delightfully clever way, 
the Web site reclaims important descriptive adjectives 
typically associated with Roman Catholicism, Protes-
tantism, and even Judaism, applying them as distinc-
tives of the original Church. The Web site even trumps 
the “non-denominational” churches by claiming that 
we are “pre-denominational.” An important goal of the 
Web site is to connect inquirers by phone with an Or-
thodox priest and parish in their immediate area. 

We are grateful to God for the opportunity to serve 
Christ and His Church in our efforts to help bring 
America to the Orthodox Faith.

 

CHURCHES, MISSIONS AND
MISSION PROJECTS

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
of North America

Department of Missions and Evangelism, 1988 to present

Missions 
Fort Saskatchewan, AB 
(780) 998-7972 
Fr. Raphael Johnston 

Dothan, AL (770) 489-0010
St. Michael Mission
Fr. Andrew Moore 

Mesa, AZ (480) 892-6224
St. Ignatius Mission
Fr. James Coles 

Little Rock, AR (501) 224-3330
Holy Trinity Mission
Fr. Joseph Bittle 

Springdale, AR (479) 751-1830
St. Nicholas Mission
Fr. John Atchison 

Langley, BC (604) 856-5172
Holy Nativity Mission
Fr. Michael Gillis 

Angels Camp, CA (209) 754-9430
St. Gabriel Mission
Fr. John Finley 

Modesto, CA (209) 522-7800
St. James Mission
Fr. Thomas Zell 

Palm Springs, CA (760) 322-0960
St. Raphael Mission
Fr. David Kruse 

Rohnert Park, CA (707) 664-9892
All Saints Mission
Fr. Iskandar El-Far 

San Juan Capistrano, CA (949) 240-7376
St. John Church
Fr. Andrew Welzig 

Golden, CO (720) 938-1302
St. John Chrysostom Mission
Fr. Seraphim Gisetti 
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Lewes, DE (215) 721-4947
St. Andrew Mission
Fr. Boniface Black 

Bonita Springs, FL (239) 248-4775
St. Peter Mission
Fr. Johannes Jacobse 

Melbourne, FL (321) 984-1301
St. Anthony Mission
Fr. Ernesto Obregon 

Panama City, FL (727) 279-6341
Holy Resurrection Mission
Fr. Isidor Mayol 

Boise, ID (208) 375-9630

Boone, NC (828) 582-7267  
Holy Transfi guration Mission
Sts. Peter & Paul Mission  
Fr. Mark Fenn
Fr. Henry Boisvert  

Bonners Ferry, ID (208) 267-0897
Fargo, ND (218) 289-4693  
Holy Myrrh Bearing Women Mis-
sion
Fr. Gregory Horton  

Peoria, IL (309) 839-1888  
St. Elias Mission  
Fr. Habib Ghantous  

Greenwood, IN (317) 300-0599 
St. Mary of Egypt Mission 
Fr. Athanasius Wilson  

Iowa City, IA (319) 337-6784
St. Raphael Mission 
Fr. Ignatius Valentine  

Garden City, KS (620) 514-0374
Three Hierarchs Mission
Fr. Philip Vreeland  

Hillsboro, KS (620) 947-3194 
Holy Transfi guration Mission  
Fr. John Baize  

Manhattan, KS (785) 232-1124 
St. Mary Magdalene Mission 
Fr. Joseph Longofono  

Bowling Green, KY (270) 791-8639 
Holy Apostles Mission
Fr. Alexander Atty  

Lafayette, LA (337) 232-9808  
Archangel Gabriel Mission
Fr. Philip Rogers  

Westminster, MD (717) 817-1669 
St. James the Apostle Mission 
Fr. Elias Yelovich  

Hingham, MA (781) 740-0220 
All Saints Mission 
Fr. Dionysios Wilhelm  

Ann Arbor, MI (734) 544-8906 
St. Catherine Mission 
Fr. Benjamin Johnson  

Dorr, MI (616) 878-5490 
Holy Cross Mission 
Fr. Gregory Hogg  

Florida, NY (201) 400-0854 
St. Ignatius Mission 
Fr. George Kevorkian 

Poughkeepsie, NY (845) 849-1265 
St. James Mission  
Fr. Hisham Nimri

Boone, NC (828) 582-7267
Sts. Peter & Paul Mission
Fr. Henry Boisvert

Fargo, ND (281) 289-4693
St. Nicholas Mission  
Fr. Oliver Herbel  

Columbus, OH (740) 362-7980  
St. Barnabas Mission  
Fr. Athanasius Dresdow  

Solon, OH (440) 318-1229  
St. Luke Mission  
Fr. Matthew Thurman  

Stillwater, OK (405) 282-1515  
St. James Mission
Fr. Basil McMurray  

Waterloo, ON (513) 741-1364  
Christ the Saviour Mission  
Fr. Christopher Rigdan-Briscall  

St. Catharines, ON (905) 835-5314  
St. Ignatius Mission
Fr. David Scott  

Great Valley, PA (610) 326-1826  
Holy Ascension Mission  
Fr. Joseph Butts  

St. Laurent, QC (514) 668-2734  
St. John the Baptist Mission  
Fr. Elie Touma  

Rapid City, SD (605) 721-7906  
St. John the Theologian Mission  
Fr. Thomas Williams  

Johnson City, TN (423) 434-2233  
Holy Resurrection Mission  
Dn. Neal Hughes  

Murfreesboro, TN (615) 895-8866  
St. Elizabeth Mission  
Fr. John Oliver  

Abilene, TX (325) 677-9743  
St. Luke Mission  
Fr. Philip LeMasters  

College Station, TX (979) 774-9080  
St. Silouan Mission  
Fr. Gregory Gibson  

Fredericksburg, TX (830) 990-8524  
The Mother of God and  
St. Thomas Mission  
Fr. James Kenna  

Sugar Land, TX (281) 240-4845  
Forty Holy Martyrs of  
Sabaste Mission  
Fr. Gabriel Karam  

Centreville, VA (540) 937-2609
St. Raphael Mission
Fr. Thomas Palke 

Newport News, VA (757) 223-
4159
St. Basil Mission
Fr. Gregory MacGregor 

Snohomish, WA (360) 563-0748
St. Thomas Mission
Fr. David Sommer 
Spokane, WA (509) 891-7632
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Christ the Savior Mission
Fr. Michael Shanbour 

Mission Stations 
Cape Girardeau, MO (314) 993-3115
St. John the Theologian
Fr. Daniel Morton 

Moscow, ID (509) 340-3508
Fr. Kevin Scherer 

Midland-Odessa, TX (352) 409-1313
Fr. Michael Keiser 

Missions That Are Now Churches 
Birmingham, AL (205) 533-3062
Church of the Annunciation
Fr. Nabil Fino 

Homer, AK (907) 235-8871
All Saints of America Church
Fr. Paul Jaroslaw 

Wasilla, AK (907) 373-5254
St. Herman Church
Fr. John Downing 

Calgary, AB (403) 217-1131
Church of the Annunciation
Fr. Ibrahim Chahoud 

Vancouver, BC (604) 572-8660
St. Joseph Damascene Church
Fr. Michel Boghos 

Anaheim, CA (951) 907-7783
St. James Church
Fr. Stephanos Farahat 

Campbell, CA (408) 370-0704
St. Stephen Church
Fr. Patrick Jackson 

Fairfi eld, CA (707) 864-6236
St. Timothy Church
Fr. Silas Ruark 

Palmdale, CA (661) 947-3020 
Holy Cross Church  
Fr. Thomas O’Dea 

Riverside, CA (951) 369-0309 
St. Andrew Church 
Fr. Josiah Trenham

San Diego, CA (858) 458-0992
St. Anthony Church 
Fr. John Reimann

San Dimas, CA (909) 599-2378
St. Peter Church
Fr. Patrick O’Grady

Upland, CA (909) 985-6844
St. George Church
Fr. George Manneh

Arvada, CO (303) 463-1864
St. Elias Church
Fr. George Shawareb

Ft. Collins, CO (970) 221-4180
St. James Church
Fr. Mark Haas

Lafayette, CO (303) 665-4013
St. Luke Church
Fr. David Mustian

Wilmington, DE (302) 798-3888
St. Athanasius Church
Fr. James Dougherty

Holly Hill, FL (386) 677-0640
Holy Cross Church
Fr. Michael Byars

Naples, FL (239) 348-0828  
St. Paul Church  
Fr. Joseph Shaheen

Pensacola, FL (850) 469-9711  
St. Andrew Church
Fr. David Bleam

Post Falls, ID (208) 777-1128
St. John the Baptist Church  
Fr. Bill Caldaroni

Twin Falls, ID (208) 734-3664
St. Ignatius Church
Fr. Mark Kerr

Alsip, IL (708) 979-3222
Church of the Virgin Mary
Fr. Mousa Haddad
Chicago, IL (773) 777-0749
All Saints Church  
Fr. Patrick Reardon  

Urbana, IL (217) 328-9643
St. Nicholas Church
Fr. James Ellison

Warrenville, IL (630) 221-0901
Holy Transfi guration Church
Fr. Wilbur Ellsworth

Bloomington, IN (812) 824-3600
All Saints Church
Fr. Peter Jon Gillquist  

Goshen, IN (574) 534-8410
St. Mary Church
Fr. Matthew Wade

Kansas City, KS (913) 663-2200
St. Basil Church
Fr. Elias Issa

Salina, KS (785) 823-3735  
All Saints Orthodox Church  
Fr. Daniel Griffi th

Topeka, KS (785) 354-7718
SS Peter & Paul Church
Fr. Joseph Longofono

Shreveport, LA (318) 797-2226
St. Nicholas Church
Fr. Stephen Burke

Baltimore, MD (410) 850-5090
Holy Cross Chur
Fr. Gregory Mathewes-Green  

Cotuit, MA (508) 420-1113
St. Michael Church
Fr. Nicholas Manikas

Lincoln Park, MI (313) 282-6153
Holy Incarnation Church
Fr. John Fenton

Williamston, MI (517) 655-4788
St. James Church
Fr. Richard Peters

St. Louis, MO (314) 994-0220
All Saints of N. America Church
Fr. Steven Salaris

Santa Fe, NM (505) 983-5826
Holy Trinity Church
Fr. John Bethancourt
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Raleigh, NC (919) 859-1332
All Saints Church
Fr. Nicholas Sorensen

Loveland, OH (513) 583-9600
St. James Church
Fr. Amin Houli

North Royalton, OH 
(440) 582-5673
St. Matthew Church
Fr. Andrew Harmon

Norman, OK (405) 579-9190
Church of the Ascension
Fr. Justin McFeeters

Mississauga, ON (905) 212-9046
St. Mary Church
Fr. Boulos Moussa

Beaver Falls, PA (724) 847-1111
St. John the Evangelist Church
Fr. Chris Davis

Chambersburg, PA (717) 249-5319  
St. Mary Church  
Fr. Theodore Pulcini  

York, PA (717) 751-4709  
St. John Chrysostom Church  
Fr. Peter Pier  

Charlottetown, PE (902) 892-6914  
SS. Peter & Paul Church  
Fr. Stephen Allen  

Montreal, QC (514) 858-7004  
Virgin Mary Church  
Fr. Michel Fawaz  

Aiken, SC (803) 641-0695  
St. Catherine Church  
Fr. Gregory Rogers  

Anderson, SC (864) 224-7478  
Christ the Savior Church  
Fr. David Randolph  

Myrtle Beach, SC (843) 238-8636  
St. Nicholas Church  
Fr. Gabriel Bullock  

Lexington, SC (803) 359-0558  
St. Barnabas Church  
Fr. Gregory Rogers  

Cedar Park, TX (512) 258-1711  
St. John the Forerunner Church  
Fr. Aidan Wilcoxson  

Dripping Springs, TX (512) 431-
2756  
St. Sophia Church  
Fr. James Kenna  

Houston, TX (713) 973-7001  
St. Joseph Church  
Fr. Matt Mackay  

San Antonio, TX (210) 558-4554  
St. Ephraim the Syrian Church  
Fr. John Mefrige  

Salt Lake City, UT (801) 532-5456  
SS Peter & Paul Church  
Fr. Justin Haven  

Arlington, WA (360) 435-9769  
St. Andrew Church  
Fr. David Hovik  

Everson, WA (360) 966-3055  
St. Innocent Church  
Fr. Melvin Gimmaka  

Cedarburg, WI (262) 377-6902  
St. Nicholas Church  
Fr. William Olnhausen  

Madison, WI (608) 273-0133  
St. Ignatius Church  
Fr. Patrick Kinder  

Gillette, WY (307) 682-3225  
Holy Resurrection Church  
Fr. James Thayer  

Mission Projects 
(potential missions) 
Midland, MI (810) 732-0720
Fr. Joseph Abud 

Hickory, NC (919) 859-1332
Fr. Nicholas Sorensen 

Hamilton, ON (905) 212-9046
Fr. Boulos Moussa 

Cle Elum, WA (509) 575-0145
Fr. Joseph Copeland 

Wenatchee, WA (509) 891-7632
Fr. Michael Shanbour
 
Sites Being Explored 
Conway, AR
Creston, BC
Evansville, IN
Chanhassen, MN
Mankato, MN
Great Falls, MT
Shelby, NC
Mt. Vernon, OH
Shawnee, OK
Texarkana, TX
Fredericksburg, VA
Burlington, WA
Eau Claire, WI
Waukesha County, WI 

Moved by Fr. James Shadid of 
Wichita, Kansas, and seconded by 
Ms. Erin Learned, the Assembly 
received the report.
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8/10. Mr. John Maddex, CEO, presented the re-
port of Conciliar Press Ministries.

CONCILIAR MEDIA MINISTRIES REPORT

July 2009

On January 1, 2009, I was privileged to assume the 
role of CEO of Conciliar Media Ministries. The fi rst six 
months have been a time of learning, growing, and ob-
serving, while at the same time transitioning the work 
of Ancient Faith Radio to a new Operations Manager. 
Bobby Maddex, a former editor of Salvo magazine, 
fi lled that position on February 1. I’m happy to report 
that the transition has gone well and that I have man-
aged to disengage myself from the day-to-day opera-
tions of AFR so as to concentrate on the broader over-
view of CMM. 

Let me say at this point that I am encouraged as I look 
at the next three to fi ve years, despite the worst eco-
nomic scenarios our country has seen since the Great 
Depression. The need has never been greater for what 
Conciliar Media has to offer through the printed page 
and digital media. The hunger for Orthodoxy is evident 
everywhere you turn, and our current and future prod-
ucts will be there to help meet those needs. As is true in 
every other business, Conciliar Media Ministries must 
now adjust to the realities of today’s economy and the 
digital revolution.  This will involve – and has involved 
– the streamlining of our operations and concentration 
on the primary mission. In a darkening society where 
God and faith are relegated to irrelevancy, we have a 
message that must be heard. 

OBSERVATIONS
There is much to be thankful for as we refl ect on the 

past year, the most signifi cant being the great response 
to the Orthodox Study Bible in its new format as both 
Old and New Testaments.   

To think that nearly 50,000 copies are in the hands 
of people all over the world is as for ancillary products 
that will extenis still great potential for more sales, as 
well thrilling. We are convinced that there is still great 
potential for more sales, as well as or ancillary products 
that will extend the life and benefi t of this resource to 
many more people, both Orthodox and non-Orthodox.

Because the OSB consumed most of our staff time 

and resources in 2008, other aspects of Conciliar Press 
took a necessary back seat. It is a miracle how well 
the staff performed in processing these orders, and we 
must pause here to commend Fr. Thomas, Kh. Carla 
Zell, and the entire Ben Lomond team for a job well 
done.  

In May, the Editorial Board met to consider the new 
book titles that we will publish. We intend to be more 
deliberate in pursuing the topics and authors that we 
will showcase. For this reason, we took the fi rst half-
day of the meeting to “white board” our strategies. 
What kinds of books do we want to publish? What will 
we not publish? What is our philosophy of publishing? 
I’m not suggesting that this type of thinking has never 
been done in the past.  However, I do think the time has 
come to re-evaluate our assumptions.

ANCIENT FAITH RADIO
On December 1, 2009, Ancient Faith Radio will com-

plete fi ve years of operations. A ministry that started 
humbly on my back porch now boasts two stations 
and 45 podcasts featuring the best known and loved 
names in Orthodox Christianity. We are averaging be-
tween 250,000 and 280,000 downloads per month and 
get regular emails and letters from listeners who have 
come home to the Orthodox faith as a result of some-
thing they heard on AFR. Here are just a couple such 
letters: 

“AFR is the single most important factor in my 
conversion to Orthodoxy. I had really never been 
exposed to Orthodoxy until I began listening to it. 
Once I was fully exposed to it, so many questions 
I had were answered. I honestly can’t imagine my 
life without AFR now. God bless you all, now and 
ever and unto the ages of ages.” 

“I have grown more as a Christian in the last few 
years since I have found AFR than I have in the 
previous 10 (at least). Until I convert to Orthodoxy, 
this is all I have to fi ll the void or inadequacies I 
experience in the Evangelical tradition. It has been 
such an amazing blessing, it is almost impossible to 
describe. Thank you and God bless.”

We thank God for the privilege of serving Christ and 
His Church.

Respectfully submitted,
John Maddex, CEO – Conciliar Media Ministries 

Moved by Fr. Patrick Reardon of Chicago, Illinois, and 
seconded by Fr. John Finley of Lompoc, California, the 
Assembly received the report.

Metropolitan PHILIP thanked Fr. Thomas Zell and 
his wife Carla for all the work they have done through 
the years for Conciliar Press.  He also thanked Charles 
Ajalat and Fr. Constantine Nasr for their recent efforts 
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.
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The General Assembly recessed at 1:30 pm and 
reconvened under the chairmanship of Dr. George 
Farha, Vice-Chairman of the Archdiocese Board of 
Trustees, at 2:35 pm.

8/11. Mr. Douglas Cramer, Chairman, presented 
the Report of the Department of Internet Ministry 

The Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America

DEPARTMENT OF INTERNET MINISTRY

Douglas Cramer, Chair 
Report for the General Assembly

Archdiocese Convention, July 2009
 

Your Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP, Your Graces, 
Reverend Clergy, and all the faithful gathered for this 
General Assembly: I am deeply grateful for the oppor-
tunity to present this fi rst report on the work I direct, 
our Department of Internet Ministry. The department 
was created in Spring 2008 to serve the communica-
tions needs of our Archdiocese by providing a profes-
sional-quality Internet publishing platform at our of-
fi cial Web site, www.Antiochian.org. The Archdiocese 
Web site had previously been built and maintained by 
the Department of Communications and Information 
Technology, before this department was closed and its 
responsibilities divided. In recognition of the need for 
our Archdiocese to make more fruitful use of new me-
dia, the Department of Internet Ministry was launched 
to focus exclusively on improving the presentation on 
the World Wide Web of our vibrant life and work. 

As the Church has always done, our Archdiocese 
seeks to use well the tools of our society to communi-
cate with each other, and with the world beyond. And 
the Internet is the most signifi cant communications 
technology of today, despite being so new that we are 
still coming to grips with its place in our lives. Well 
over a billion people across the world are estimated 
to use the Internet every month, including 250 million 
North Americans, over 70% of our continent’s popula-
tion. This revolutionary communications tool has rap-
idly become a necessity rather than a luxury for any 
organization with a message to share. 

What does this mean for our Archdiocese? It means 
that we’ve had to start building with what we have: the 
wisdom and expertise that exists across the workers 
and ministries of our Archdiocese, and the information 
and stories they need to communicate; the different 
audiences with different needs that make up the more 
than 50,000 monthly visitors to our Web site; the tech-
nology platform that has been built to make this Web 
site possible. 

Our work at the department falls into several differ-
ent categories: administrative, technical, design, and 
editorial. Following are key elements of our progress in 
each of these spheres. 

Our administrative work has centered on building 
an effective and sustainable process and organization. 
We developed our model of a professionally edited Web 
site, publishing submissions from approved contribu-
tors across the Archdiocese. We identifi ed our staff-
ing needs, and built a team that includes myself and 
three experienced and talented part-time staff mem-
bers: editors Virginia Nieuwsma and Andrew Frish-
man, and technical consultant Mark Klinski. The team 
has learned to work productively together, developing 
and executing a long list of projects in pursuit of our 
strategic vision. Most importantly, we have worked to 
build fruitful, collaborative relationships with all of the 
constituencies whose communication needs we aim to 
serve: our central Archdiocese administration, fi rst and 
foremost, but also our dioceses, organizations, depart-
ments and ministries. 

The technical and design spheres embrace all the 
specialized software work that must be done, “under 
the hood,” to ensure that anyone who visits Antiochian.
org fi nds an attractive, fast and clearly organized on-
line library of content. Primarily, our technical work 
involves the ongoing upgrade and maintenance of the 
state-of-the-art content management software that pow-
ers our Web site, a software application called Drupal. 
We are continually upgrading, testing and otherwise 
maintaining this software. We have contracted with an 
excellent outside technology company — NST of New 
Jersey, who is also providing onsite technical support 
for the Archdiocese Headquarters — for secure, pro-
fessional hosting of our Web site software. Our Web 
site software has made it possible for us to completely 
overhaul the graphic design of Antiochian.org, and dur-
ing Great Lent we launched a new design, attempting 
to better embrace the clarity and visual beauty of holy 
Orthodoxy in the look of our Web site. 

Finally, there is the heart of our efforts, our editorial 
work. I am grateful for all the guidance provided by 
hierarchical assistant Fr. George Kevorkian, particu-
larly his insistence, as the department launched, that 
it was past time not only to develop effective Internet 
technology, but to put it to use effectively. As he aptly 
put it, “We’ve spent enough time working on the car. 
Let’s focus on using it to get somewhere.” With this 
in mind, we’ve put most of our labors into fi nding, 
organizing, editing, writing, and otherwise preparing 
interesting material for publication. We’ve published 
hundreds of feature articles and news items, balanc-
ing informational, educational, and inspirational mate-
rial. We’ve created a range of special Web site sections, 
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including ones dedicated to writing by and about His 
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP; sections dedicated to 
Advent and Great Lent; sections for Featured Authors 
of the Archdiocese; and the popular Discovering Ortho-
dox Christianity section. We have overhauled sections 
dedicated to each diocese, organization and depart-
ment of our Archdiocese, notably in collaboration with 
our Registrar, Conciliar Media, The WORD magazine, 
Antiochian Women, our Youth ministries, and more. 
And as a last example of our publishing, one close to 
my heart, we worked in collaboration with our brothers 
in the faith, the Internet team of the Orthodox Church 
in America, this Spring. Together we created a special 
commemorative Web site dedicated to Holy Pascha, 
www.FeastOfFeasts.org, gathering material from both 
the OCA and the Antiochian Archdiocese celebrating 
Our Lord’s Resurrection and introducing Orthodox 
Christianity to all. 

Much has been done, and much remains to be done. 
I am humbled by this opportunity, and appreciate your 
ongoing patience and support as we work together to 
better communicate the story of Our Lord and His on-
going work in our beloved Archdiocese. 

Moved by Fr. Nabil Hanna of Indianapolis, Indiana, 
and seconded by Fr. Thomas Zell of Modesto, California, 
the Assembly received the report.

8/12. Mr. Ronald Nicola, Chairman, presented 
the Report of the Department of Stewardship.

DEPARTMENT OF STEWARDSHIP

Report to the General Assembly
49th Antiochian Archdiocese Convention

July 23–24, 2009 

The Department of Stewardship has worked the past 
two years on two ongoing projects. 

The fi rst is the Fifty-Two Week Member Giving 
Campaign. This material is designed to be used by par-
ishes in any number of different ways to help their con-
gregations move toward a proportional or sacrifi cial 
giving model. The parishes in our Archdiocese whose 
members practice tithing are already using this model, 
but now that the archdiocese assessment system for 
all parishes is based on a tithing model, we hope to 
see more and more progress toward individual parish-
ioners giving based on an identifi ed percentage of their 
weekly, monthly, or yearly income. While our Archdio-
cese is still exploring this giving model since recent 
practices have been based more on a pledge system 
model, the scriptural basis for the tithing or propor-
tional giving is as ancient as our church. Recognizing 
that each parish has its unique traditions when it comes 
to building its budget and to organizing its member giv-

ing program, the Fifty-Two Week Member Giving Cam-
paign is designed to be fl exible and adaptable to the 
peculiarities of individual communities. While there is 
room for individualization of this member giving cam-
paign, there are also givens that cannot be ignored or 
compromised. First and foremost among them is that 
scriptural teachings and ancient traditions demand cer-
tain practices which must be studied, learned, and ulti-
mately adopted. As we profess our Orthodox Christian 
faith, giving in a manner which refl ects the teachings of 
our faith must be a behavior that becomes as common 
place as regularly receiving Confession and the Holy 
Eucharist. 

The second is the Parish Council Guidebook. 
The parish councils in our communities are made up 
of hard-working and dedicated Orthodox Christians. 
Just as with member giving practices, however, there is 
great diversity when it comes to how our parish coun-
cils operate. And just as with member giving practices, 
there are church traditions and scriptural teachings 
that provide basic guidelines which govern parish gov-
ernance in the context of the Orthodox Church. All too 
often, these scriptural foundations for parish councils 
go unnoticed in many of our communities. The goal of 
this Parish Council Guidebook is to provide articles on 
a variety of subjects typically faced by parish councils. 
By reading and discussing the materials included in this 
guidebook, parish council members, under the leader-
ship of the parish priest, will have the opportunity to 
learn, grow, and mature in their understanding of what 
it means to serve on a parish council in an Orthodox 
Church. Using the information in the Parish Council 
Guidebook will enable council members, especially 
those who have many years of experience serving their 
communities, to realize that a merging of some current 
practices with newly discovered scriptural teachings 
will produce a strong, effective, and spiritually consis-
tent Parish Council. 

The Department of Stewardship has worked closely 
with the Department of Lay Ministries to develop these 
materials. These two departments will meet together 
during this convention, as we have for the past three 
conventions. We thank Metropolitan PHILIP for his 
guidance, leadership, and support as these two ongoing 
projects have evolved. With his permission, we skipped 
the biennial Parish Council Symposium in 2008 in or-
der to work on the two projects described above. With 
his endorsement, we hope to resume the practice of 
holding the Parish Council Symposium at Antiochian 
Village in conjunction with the Department of Christian 
Education’s Orthodox Institute in the fall of 2010. 

Respectfully Submitted
Ron Nicola, Department of Stewardship 

Moved by Fr. Thomas Zain of Brooklyn, New York, and 
seconded by Fr. John Salem of Houston, Texas, the Assem-

bly received the report.
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8/13. Mr. Christopher Holwey, Chairman, pre-
sented the Report of the Department of Sacred 
Music.

DEPARTMENT OF SACRED MUSIC

www.antiochian.org/music 
July 23–24, 2009

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese 
 Convention, Palm Springs, CA

Your Eminence and Your Graces, Reverend Clergy, 
Members of the Board of Trustees, My Brothers and Sis-
ters in Christ, 

The Department of Sacred Music is your department 
of choice for all your liturgical musical needs. We con-
tinue to work very diligently to provide you with quality 
music for you to use in your parishes and workshops 
and to help you understand that music.  Our purpose is 
not only to provide you with the music itself, but also to 
bring about some consistency in what we are singing, 
and the texts that we are using, for all of our parishes 
and missions in this Archdiocese.  Since music is the 
means by which we pray, our goal is that by singing and 
chanting the hymns and prayers of the Church in a most 
harmonious way, we might lift up the hearts and minds 
of our parishioners, and be able to offer the absolute 
very best to our God in all our liturgical services. 

Now, in order for us to do this, we need to follow a 
process that will insure some sort of professionalism as 
well as consistency in our music.  We certainly do not 
want to discourage anyone who has the talent and ability 
to compose or arrange music for our services.  But at 
the same time, even though some may say that variety is 
the spice of life, we certainly do not want to encourage 
the extreme of having each parish writing their own mu-
sic, using their own texts, and doing their own thing for 
their own purpose. Therefore, I would like to share with 
you one of the processes we have within our Sacred Mu-
sic Department, and that is the process which involves 
our Editorial Board.  The Editorial Board is composed 
of professional, Orthodox Christian musicians who are 
there to help insure that our music maintains a sense of 
professionalism, that it is properly written, and spiritu-
ally motivating.  With that in mind, I would encourage 
anyone who has composed or arranged music for use in 
our liturgical services, who would like this music to be 
used in our parishes, to submit it fi rst in written form 
to me, as chairman, for consideration. Once this music 
is accepted, it will be sent to our Editorial Board by an 
Administrator to be evaluated, and their comments and 
suggestions will be forwarded on to the composer. The 
composer then has the opportunity to revise any part of 
the music before resubmitting it for fi nal consideration.  

As I said, we are your department of choice for all your 
liturgical musical needs.  Please use us a such! 

The following is a list of what we have accomplished 
since our gathering two years ago in Montreal: 
•  We standardized the music for the Troparia of Pas-

cha, Pentecost, and the Elevation of the Cross, as 
well as the Kontakion of Annunciation, and Gladsome 
Light from Great Vespers.  This music is available on 
our internet site:  www.antiochian.org/sacredmusic. 

•  The music from Kazan’s Orthros Byzantine Mu-
sic Project has been computerized and is now being 
evaluated and corrected as needed before being sent 
to the printer.  Our “computerizers,” Mike Kargatis and 
Deborah Abraham, are now working on the Triodion.  
Many thanks to them! 

•  The music for our Children’s Music Book for ages 
2–6 has been done, and we hope to have the music 
for ages 7–12 done soon and put into book form for 
publication. 

•  My apologies for not getting the Akathist Service 
book with music published in time this year. We 
hope to have it printed this year, as well as the music 
for the Lesser Sanctifi cation of Water. 

•  Our Sacred Music Institute continues to be a suc-
cess both at the Antiochian Village and on the West 
Coast, providing many opportunities for our church 
musicians to come together and gather much need-
ed knowledge in chanting, singing, and directing, as 
well as to obtain new music approved by our Edito-
rial Board for use in our parishes.  Two new features 
of this year’s SMI (under the new leadership of Paul 
Jabara)  will include a specialized Chamber Choir of 
our own people who will perform on Friday evening, 
as well as a Mentor Program, where participants 
can seek out specialists in various fi elds of study for 
advice and help in their parishes.  SPECIAL NOTE: 
Next year, July 28–August 1, 2010, will be the 25th 
Anniversary of our SMI, and we hope to have quite a 
special program for you all. So please, join us for this 
special event. 

•  I was pleased to visit Boston in November 2008, and 
Indianapolis in March 2009 for Sacred Music Work-
shops. They both were very well-received.  My trip to 
Boston had an extra special blessing, with the oppor-
tunity to see His Beatitude, Patriarch IGNATIUS, and 
direct the choir on Sunday for the Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy. Michael Farrow, our Vice-Chairman, also did a 
workshop in the New York area in March, which also 
went very well. 

 •  We completed a collection of music of all of our 
Antiochian 20th-century composers: Frederick 
Karam, V.Rev. James C. Meena, Peter Michaelides, 
Prof. Michael Hilko, Rev. Antony Bassoline, and Ivan 
Voronkoff.  Their music will be deposited in the ar-
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chives at the Antiochian Village Library. 
 •  We also hope to honor all of the choir directors in 

this Archdiocese who have given over twenty years 
of service to their parish. (There is a list of about 40 
of them.) 

•  In our Dioceses, New England not only had the 
workshop and weekend with the Patriarch, but they 
also alternate each year with a Christmas Concert 
and Choir Festival at the Diocesan Conference. Mid-
America provided workshops at their Parish Life 
Conferences, their Deanery and Fall Gatherings, and 
did a special choir workshop in Sioux City, Iowa. Ot-
tawa combined a workshop on singing techniques 
with their rehearsal time last year (2008) in Montreal, 
since time was tight. Miami had their PLC workshop 
cut last year, but this year they are doing one on the 
Hierarchical Liturgy, and growing in choir members. 
Los Angeles has full choir participation at the PLC, 
and used the Standard Music for the Troparion of Pas-
cha this year, which worked out very nicely. They com-
bine the Oratorical and Choir Festivals at the PLC, and 
help facilitate the West Coast SMI. Midwest has done 
workshops at the PLC on the Sacraments and Confer-
ence themes, also combining their Choir Festival with 
the oratorical.  Their full reports may be viewed on 
our Web site by clicking on “Diocesan Reports” in the 
right column. 
Finally, I would again like to thank His Eminence, 

Metropolitan PHILIP for allowing me the opportunity to 
serve you all as chairman of this department.  I thank 
His Grace, Bishop BASIL, our overseer, for the love, 
support, and wisdom he gives us throughout the year.  I 
thank Michael Farrow as our Vice-Chairman for all his 
encouragement, direction, and advice; our Diocesan Di-
rectors, and our Sacred Music Committee for the work 
they do in their dioceses and throughout the year. 

May God grant you all many years of singing His 
praises and “making melody to the Lord with all your 
heart” (Eph. 5:19), as we worship, honor and glorify the 
God who has given us this life. 

 Yours in Christ,
Christopher A. Holwey, Chairman 

The mission of the Department of Sacred Music is to 
provide leadership to the parishes of the Antiochian Or-
thodox Christian Archdiocese, drawing from the talents 
of the faithful in order to serve as a resource for the pub-
lication of music, to organize workshops and seminars, to 
build strong ties of communication throughout the Archdi-
ocese, to support the work of missions, and to be a positive 
infl uence in the creation of new works of liturgical music 
for the glory of God and the Holy Orthodox Faith. 

Moved by Fr. Michael Abdelahad of Worcester, Massa-
chusetts, and seconded by Fr. Joseph Abud of Flint, Michi-
gan, the Assembly received the report.
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8/14. Mrs. Carole Buleza, Chairperson, pre-
sented the Report of the Department of Christian 
Education.

STAFF MEMBERS 

V. Reverend George Alberts 
Diocese of the Charleston,
Oakland and the MidAtlantic
Diocese of New York and
Washington, DC 

Mr. Robert Snyder 
Diocese of Toledo and the
Midwest 

Mr. Joseph Tershay 
Diocese of Los Angeles and
the West 

Kh. Linda Funk 
Diocese of Eagle River
and the Northwest 

(Mrs. Carole Buleza) 
Diocese of Ottawa, Eastern
Canada, and Upstate New York 

Ms. Vasiliki Oldziey 
Diocese of Wichita and
MidAmerica 

Kh. Anna Timko-Hughes 
Diocese of Worcester and
New England 

Kh. Betty Randolph 
Diocese of Miami and the
Southeast 

Kh. Leslee Abud 
Associate 

Kh. Gail Meena 
Associate 

Ms. Catherine Sullivan 
Associate 

Mrs. Sandy Mitchell 
Associate 

 Report to the 2009 National Convention 
Palm Desert, California 

1. TEN YEARS AS A MINISTRY TEAM 
In the year 2000, I began working for the Depart-

ment of Christian Education. Rosemary Shumski joined 
me as the department’s Administrative Assistant. Our 
staff of volunteers, noted in the sidebar, has tirelessly 
served the Christian Educators of our Archdiocese, and 
together we have made advances such as our Church 
School Director Manual and Training – a field that no 
other Orthodox jurisdiction has developed; the Ortho-
dox Institute which has spawned mini-Institutes in sev-
eral dioceses; and the newly-adopted administration 
of the Creative Festivals Program. On the back of this 
page, along the bottom, I have listed some of the high-
lights and advances we have made during the years. 

The photos on our display show several of the events 
we have sponsored across the Archdiocese, including 
the Orthodox Institutes at Antiochian Village. Speaking 
for myself as well as for my staff, while we have worked 
hard, especially for the Institute, we have also greatly 

enjoyed meeting with so many wonderful priests, semi-
narians and dedicated educators over the last 10 years. 
For the parishes that hosted events, please accept our 
gratitude for the hospitality you offered us. 

2.  ORTHODOX INSTITUTE AND MINI-
    INSTITUTES 

Since the 2007 Convention, our Orthodox Institute 
themes were “Orthodox Unity,” “Faith through Stories.” 
This year’s theme will be “Beyond the Classroom.” 
Mini-Institutes were held in Los Angeles, San Francis-
co, Ottawa, and Vicksburg, Mississippi. Mrs. Rosemary 
Shumski coordinates the Orthodox Institute. 

3. FUTURE TRAINING PLANS 
While continuing to train teachers, our focus for 

the next year will be on training Church School Di-

Fr. George Alberts and Kh. Betty Randolph teaching “Over-
view of the Divine Liturgy” at the 2006 Orthodox Institute.
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rectors, and setting up networks for them. Kh. Betty 
Randolph and Ms. Nike Bach, an experienced Director, 
have revised our manual and will be training Church 
School Directors around the Archdiocese. Nike will 
also be posting regular columns on the Web site report-
ing on what tasks she has on her to-do list that month, 
as a way of mentoring the new Directors. Ideally, these 
directors can form a teacher orientation team so that 
new teachers can receive training every Fall. 

4. COORDINATED TRAININGS
We plan to pilot a program that will train the Church 

School Director and his or her teachers soon after. Our 
aim is to evaluate whether beginning a new school year 
“on the same page” will lead to a more successful pro-
gram, and greater teacher retention. We are seeking par-
ishes that have new Church School Directors this Fall. 

5. “TO TITHE IS TO SHARE” 
In a departure from the programs of previous years, 

the tithing program will be much simpler and highlight 
the recipients of the tithe, on the parish level. The stu-
dents will learn from a member of the choir, for ex-

ample, that their tithe 
helps cover the cost of 
copying music. From 
the parish council the 
students can learn 
about the many items 
that must be funded. 
It will be interesting to 
see how this direct ap-
proach encourages the 
students to tithe. While 
I am certain that the 
students know the word 
“tithe” by now, we do 

not have an idea of how well the program is succeed-
ing. As a way of measuring its effectiveness we will be 
sending a quantity of small envelopes to each parish, to 
be counted with the collection. 

6. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION WEB SITE 
We continue to work with the Department of Internet 

Ministry to improve our Web site. We have a section 
with tools for parents, and a new page for the priest’s 
page, which offers photos of some of the churches that 
I’ve visited. Our Creative Festivals page is at the top of 
the list. 

7. CREATIVE FESTIVALS 
The project of administering, in conjunction with 

the Fellowship’s conducting of the festivals continues 
to advance under the direction of Leslee Abud. We do 
expect improvements on the Web site information, and 
progress in the discussion of rules and rubrics. The lat-

ter will not change in the coming year. 
8. SMALL CHURCH SCHOOLS 

As soon as possible, we will link to a site, “The Mus-
tard Seed,” developed by our Associate, Catherine Sulli-
van. She will be offering advice and resources for small 
church schools. The sharing of needs and successes 
will be recorded so that others can find solutions to the 
small church school challenges. 

In conclusion, we of the department are ever 
grateful for the visionary leadership of His Emi-
nence, Sayidna PHILIP, in creating and allocating 
funds for Christian Education. We are thankful for 
the enthusiasm of our bishops for what we endeavor 
to accomplish. In addition, the department grate-
fully acknowledges the support of The Order of St. 
Ignatius which funds, in part, the programs and 
services we offer. 

OUR EFFORTS OF THE PAST 10 YEARS 
Training since 2004: Livonia, Oklahoma City, 

Chicago, Lexington, Calgary, Edmonton, Portland, 
Denver, Post Falls–Idaho, Cedar Rapids, Grand Rap-
ids, Dedham, Houston, Dallas. Eagle River–Alaska,  
Sylvania–Ohio, Potomac–Maryland, Saskatoon, 
British Columbia, Seattle, Nova Scotia, Ottawa, 
Montreal, Toronto, Spring–Texas, Little Falls–New 
Jersey, York–Pennsylvania, Solon–OH, Cleveland 
area, Omaha, West Palm Beach, San Francisco, 
Los Angeles, Vicksburg–Mississippi, Los Altos–Cal-
ifornia, Ben Lomond, and my apologies to the other 
parishes that I cannot recall. Orthodox Institute 
Themes (Special Certificates–3 courses developed 
for each theme): “The Divine Liturgy,” “Sharing 
Your Faith,” “Orthodox Unity,” “Faith through Sto-
ries.” Special Keynote Speakers: Sr. Magdalen of 
England, Dr. Maria Khoury of Palestine. Advances: 
2000 Resource Directory, 2001: Orthodox Institutes 
initiated, 2005: Teacher Training Certificates, To 
Tithe is to Care – To Tithe is to Share, 2006: Church 
School Director Certificate, Creative Festivals: les-
son plans, song, Web site …

Moved by Fr. George Alberts of Danbury, Connecticut, 
and seconded by Ms. Judy Braun of Goleta, California, the 
Assembly received the report.

8/15. Kh. Maggie Hock, Chairperson, presented 
the Report of the Department of Marriage and 
Family Ministry.

DEPARTMENT OF MARRIAGE AND
PARISH FAMILY MINISTRIES

Your Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP, Venerable Hier-
archs, Reverend Clergy and Wives, Esteemed Board of 
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Trustees and fellow laborers in Christ’s vineyard 
The Department of Marriage and Parish Family Min-

istries continues to present seminars and workshops 
for skill-building in marriage and parenting in the par-
ishes of our Archdiocese, at the Parish Life Conferences 
and Conventions and at Antiochian Village. Samples of 
these seminars are in the Hierarchs and Board of Trust-
ees reports. I have additional copies with me if you 
would like to see a sample of what has been presented. 
By hosting one of these seminars your parishioners will 
learn very valuable skills that they can immediately ap-
ply to their marriage and parenting. There are always 
excellent reviews from those who have participated. 

The most important project that has been completed 
was the survey of the Archdiocese and the report that 
was generated from it. The departments that partici-
pated in giving the survey have begun to make changes 
in the focus of their ministry to address the concerns 
found in it. The Department of Marriage and Parish 
Family Ministries has continued to stress the impor-
tance of adequate pre-marital preparation in order to 
stem the tide of divorce. Nearly half of our clergy (as 
well as Greek Orthodox and OCA) have participated in 
the presentations to learn how to use our Pre-Marital 
Inventory and counsel couples that are planning to 
marry. I presented this program at the last Archdiocese 
Convention. The Orthodox Christian Edition of the 
FOCCUS (Facilitating Open Couple Communication, 
Understanding and Study) Pre-Marital Inventory is the 
fi rst of its kind in publication for the Orthodox. The sig-
nifi cance of this project is that it provides a standard-
ized resource for marriage preparation that will assist 
our clergy and engaged couples with the resources for 
building a foundation for a healthy Orthodox union. 

The secondary advantage of having such a pre-
marital system in place is that it will fulfi ll a goal for 
this department of moving from intervening in marital 
crises to providing tools and skills for both our Cler-
gy and soon-to-be married couples. Research consis-

tently demonstrates that couples who have adequate 
marital preparation are much more likely to succeed 
in  marriage. 

At the request of many of our clergy, I have published 
two brochures with Conciliar Press, one on Parish Eti-
quette and the other on Preparing for an Orthodox 
Marriage. Copies of these have been handed out to the 
Hierarchs and Board of Trustees with this report. I am 
writing a companion book on Preparing for an Ortho-
dox Marriage that will include thorough pre-marital 
preparation and discussion sheets for the couple. It in-
cludes practical and spiritual information to guide our 
couples in aligning their wedding plans within the con-
text of Orthodox beliefs and practices. That resource 
will be published by this Fall, also by Conciliar Press. 

Another focus of this department is the counseling 
of couples and families in crisis. This has steadily in-
creased in past years and has been a good outlet for 
these families to have an Orthodox resource for confi -
dential counseling. 

I am especially grateful to the staff of the Depart-
ment of Internet Ministry for their assistance in adding 
many new resources that can be found on this Depart-
ments Web page. 

In conclusion, I need to make an important announce-
ment in this report that there are no records kept in 
this department of baptisms, marriages or divorces. I 
receive very many requests for these throughout the 
year and they are only available through the Archdio-
cese Headquarters in Englewood. 

As always I am grateful to His Eminence Metropoli-
tan PHILIP and all of our Hierarchs, the Board of Trust-
ees and the Order of St. Ignatius for their continued 
vision and support in order to provide this ministry to 
the marriages and families of our Archdiocese. 

Respectfully submitted,
Maggie Hock, Director 

Moved by Fr. Elia Shalhoub of West Palm Beach, Flor-
ida, and seconded by Fr. Kamel Al-Rahil of Jacksonville, 
Florida, the Assembly received the report.

8/16. Rt. Rev. John Abdalah, Editor, presented 
the Report of The WORD magazine.

THE WORD

635 Miranda Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15241
412.831.7388

  
The WORD is the news publication of the Self-

Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of 
North America. St. Raphael of Brooklyn founded it in 
the Arabic language in 1905 and Metropolitan Antony 
Bashir in English as The WORD in 1957. It is circu-
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lated throughout the Archdiocese to all of the homes of 
her faithful as well as to those who subscribe, includ-
ing libraries and seminaries throughout the world. The 
WORD strives to support the Archdiocese by sharing 
with the faithful parish, diocesan, archdiocesan and 
world news, as well as information about Orthodoxy. 

Since postal regulations and costs continue to make 
advertisement costs prohibitive, we can only accept ad-
vertisements that originate at the Archdiocesan head-
quarters. We will continue our policy of making dioc-
esan conferences an exception to this rule, allowing 
dioceses to submit three quarter-page ads each year. 

Submissions for Communities in Action should be 
double-spaced, include a good photo with caption, and 
should carry the endorsement of the pastor of the com-
munity. Articles submitted for consideration should 
contain a brief biography of the author. Letters to the 
editor should be signed, kept to a maximum of 150 
words, and mailed to The WORD, 635 Miranda Drive, 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 15241. All submitted materi-
als become the property of The WORD, are subject to 
editing for space and content, and cannot be returned. 

Subscription information and changes of address 
should be directed to the Archdiocesan offi ce in Engle-
wood, New Jersey. 

I thank Sayidna PHILIP and his offi ce for their con-
fi dence and support over the last twelve years. I also 
thank Donna Albert for her work on the layout and 
Christopher Humphrey for his help with copyediting. 

Respectfully submitted,
Fr. John Abdalah 

Moved by Fr. Michel Fawaz of Montreal, Quebec, and 
seconded by Ms. Kathy Abraham of Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan, the Assembly received the report.

Bishop ANTOUN presented Fr. John with two bound 
volumes of The WORD magazine on behalf of Metro-
politan PHILIP for 2007 and 2008.  He also extend-
ed his sympathies to Fr. John on the passing of Kh. 
Joanne.  Memory eternal!

8/17. Mrs. Cindy Nimey, President, presented 
the report of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Women of North America.

REPORT OF THE
ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN 

WOMEN OF NORTH AMERICA

Palm Desert, California

Since 1973, the Antiochian Orthodox Women of 
North America have diligently worked hard to fulfi ll 
their ministry in the service to our Lord through serv-

ing others. Continually they bear fruit and do good 
works to provide for the poor, underprivileged, and 
less fortunate of this world. The Antiochian Women are 
committed and joyously look forward to another thirty- 
fi ve years, growing, serving and helping, wherever that 
may be.

The past thirty-fi ve years have brought about many 
projects and over two million dollars raised for servic-
es such as the Antiochian Village; Married Seminarian 
Fund; St. George Hospital, Lebanon; Balamand Univer-
sity; Pastoral Education; Orphanage Endowment Fund; 
and most recently the Retired Clergy Housing Allow-
ance, which reached $556,051. 2009’s project to sup-
port Children with Special Needs will also join our list 
of successes due to the generous and loving hearts of 
our Antiochian Women.

It is with great honor that we continue to support 
and promote three wonderful programs and services.

One of these is the Widowed Clergy Wives Program. 
Through the hard work of Kh. Barbara Baz we have an 
updated list of widowed Khouria, and encourage our 
women to communicate, either by phone calls, greet-
ing cards or visits to those women who served our par-
ishes alongside their husbands. We also send them a 
Christmas gift card as a token of our appreciation for 
their service.

Another is the Antiochian Women Scholarship Pro-
gram. Through donations and dividends from a fund 
set aside for the needs of Antiochian Women we are 
able to provide scholarships to women receiving higher 
education to better their lives and their situations.

The third service is the Married Seminarians Fund. 
At Christmas time we are able to give married seminar-
ians fi ve hundred dollars each to show our love and 
support to these men who have chosen to enter the 
seminary to serve the church.

The Antiochian Women work very hard to try and 
help all of our chapters and missions. We publish ma-
terial such as membership handbooks and brochures, 



and we are currently working on making a DVD to help 
new chapters see what we are all about. Our Bread of 
Life video continues to sell and is a great help to teach 
the skill of baking Holy Bread. Thanks to the hard work 
and many hours of research, our religious coordinator, 
Diane O’Regan, has produced a DVD on the lives of 
Women Saints. A wonderful tool for anyone wanting to 
learn about the saints, it certainly makes a wonderful 
gift and we will be taking orders for them. We also have 
a new fl oor banner display that lists many of our good 
works, I hope everyone gets a chance to see it.

On behalf of the Antiochian Women I congratulate 
Teen SOYO on their 40th year Anniversary. A wonderful 
tribute to the teens, their parishes, and to their Spiri-
tual Advisors. These young people are remarkable and 
truly leaders that will make a difference in the world. 
God grant you many years!

I would like to extend our sincerest thanks to His 
Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP and our beloved Hi-
erarchs for their continued support and trust. Many 
thanks, to our Reverend Clergy and all of our Brothers 
and Sisters in Christ, who have tirelessly supported our 
efforts. Also, with much love and appreciation to Rt. 
Rev. Fr. John Abdalah, for his guidance and wisdom. 
Many thanks to a great team of offi cers and coordina-
tors for two years of hard work, Vice President, Violet 
Robbat; Secretary, Kh. Terry Rogers; Treasurer, Kh. 
Barbara Baz; Public Relations, Lucy Ilanna; Religous 
Diane O’Regan; Humanitarian, Samia Habib; Mem-
bership, Jaimie Isaac; Scholarship, Kh. Helene Hajal; 
Banner, Marilyn Robbat; Kh. Dannie Moore, Diocese of 
Miami and Southeast; Kh. Joann Bitar, Diocese of the 
East; Lucy Hanna, Diocese of LA and the West; Nora 
Walker, Diocese of Worcester; Winona Nava, Diocese 
of Wichita; Janice Saba, Diocese of Ottawa/Upstate NY; 
Bobbi Roybab, Diocese of the Midwest. Our sincerest 
appreciation goes to the women of the ocal chapters 
without whom noting could be achieved. We look for-
ward to our continued work as we are mindful to those 
in need. Please continue to pray for us in all that we do, 
as we will pray for you.

Your Sister in Christ,
Cynthia Nimey, President

North American Board Antiochian Women

Moved by the North American Board of the Antiochian 
Women and seconded by the Diocesan Presidents of the 

Antiochian Women, the Assembly received the report.

8/18. Dr. John D. Dalack and Dr. Antony S. 
Bashir, Co-Chairmen, presented the Report of the 
Department of Lay Ministries.

DEPARTMENT OF LAY MINISTRY

July 24, 2009
Report to the 49th Antiochian Archdiocese Convention

Metropolitan PHILIP, Bishop ANTOUN, Bishop BA-
SIL, Bishop JOSEPH, Bishop MARK, Bishop THOMAS, 
Bishop ALEXANDER, Reverend Clergy, Brothers and 
Sisters in Christ 

Since our last report to you in Montreal, we have 
endeavored to see to it that we “fulfi ll the ministry re-
ceived from the Lord.” The following goals guided our 
work across the last two years: 

a. Provide the laity and clergy with a series of en-
counters intended to increase their knowledge of the 
Orthodox faith; 

b. Collaborate with the Department of Stewardship 
and other departments and organizations of the Arch-
diocese in the development of program initiatives in 
the areas of parish development and planning as well 
as participation and parish life; 

c. Develop a mediation program for our parishes to 
address differences and confl icts as they arise. 
Results: 

 A. Lectures and retreats for parishes – Throughout 
the year, we have provided lectures and retreats for 
parishes that focus on understanding Scripture and 
the teachings of the Orthodox faith as they relate to 
a spiritual and balanced life. Working with Orthodox 
Christian adults and teens is exciting and provides 
all of us with a way to untangle the misunderstand-
ings of the Faith as it is fi ltered through western logic 
and western cultural perspectives. We will continue 
to work with pastors and parishioners of our par-
ishes to develop and offer programs that enhance 
our understanding of the Orthodox Faith and provide 
frameworks for integrating our Faith into our lives 
and daily practices.

 B.  Antiochian Village Camping Program – We contin-
ued our close working association with Fr. Anthony 
Yazge, Marek Simon and the staff and counselors at 
the Antiochian Village Camping Program. Our work 
has included working with the program staff and the 
ropes course facilitators, and participating in coun-
selor training week, providing on-going support 
across the summer camping period to Fr. Anthony 
and staff, and debriefi ng the staff and counselors of 
the camp at the end of each season. 
For the year 2008 at the request of Fr. Anthony, we 

conducted a two-day focus group with staff and coun-
selors at the Antiochian Village Camping program. 
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These focus groups occur at the end of the camping 
season and include administrative staff, program di-
rectors, and counselors. Specifi c recommendations 
emerge from these focus groups; this information is 
used as part of the data for developing staffi ng, ad-
ministration, management, daily schedules, program 
development, and Christian Education activities at the 
Camp. We met in June 2009 with Fr. Anthony Marek, 
the program staff, the ropes facilitators and the head 
counselors to discuss roles and responsibilities and the 
opening of camp for the 2009 season. 

C. Enlivening sessions – The Enlivening to Christ 
program was conducted for thirty years at the Diocesan 
Conferences. Each Diocese Conference is responsible 
for providing Enlivening sessions at their respective 
conferences. We continue to provide these sessions 
at the Archdiocese Conventions as well as the Eastern 
and New England Dioceses. As we did in Montreal, we 
will present an Enlivening session here in Palm Springs 
on Saturday. 

D. Collaborations – The department has changed 
its focus and initiated collaboration with the Depart-
ment of Stewardship and its chair Mr. Ron Nicola. This 
collaboration compliments each of our departments. 
Our current focus is on the development of the parish 
council. The long-term goal is the creation of a parish 
council handbook. During this convention, the two de-
partments met to discuss future relationships and col-
laborative projects. 

F. Assistance to pastors and parishes – We continue 
to provide on-going consultation to pastors who con-
tact us. In addition, we are working with several par-
ishes on the development of long-range developmental 
plans and have developed an approach that facilitates 
the participation of the parish as a whole in the long- 
term development process. We continue to offer as-
sistance to pastors and parishes who fi nd themselves 
in situations that need resolution and renewed parish 
frameworks. 

G. Parish mediation and consensus-building–  With 
Fr. John Mefrige we are studying the feasibility of ini-
tiating an archdiocese-wide program in preparing pas-
tors and parishioners in the management of confl ict 
through the use of mediation and consensus discus-
sions informed by Orthodox teachings. Fr. John pro-
vided such training to the Diocese of the Southwest 
this past year. Other individuals have indicated a desire 
to participate in this initiative. Our hope is to identify 
individuals in each of the dioceses who will take on 
the responsibility of training pastors and parishes in 
methods of consensus-building and mediation as a way 
of addressing differences and confl ict. We will meet in 
Palm Springs to address this initiative at our committee 
meeting.

WHAT’S NEXT FOR THE DEPARTMENT? 
a.  We will continue our commitment to provide qual-

ity programs intended to enhance the personal and 
spiritual development of the laity. 

b.  We plan to develop our working relationship with the 
Department of Stewardship and Ron Nicola with the 
intention of developing meaningful offerings to our 
parishes and pastors; and to continue our work with 
Fr. Anthony and the Camping program. 

c.  We intend to develop programs to enhance parish 
change and problem-solving approaches that can be 
used as an alternative dispute-resolution framework 
for addressing serious misunderstandings and differ-
ences within the parish. 
In closing we wish to offer our gratitude to Metropol-

itan PHILIP for his trust and confi dence in our work. 
To all of you who participate in our work and who work 
with us, we thank you. May the Lord continue to sus-
tain, inspire, and direct you in His ways. 

Respectfully submitted 
John D. Dalack, Ph.D. and Anthony S. Bashir, Ph.D. 

Co-Chairmen, Department of Lay Ministry 

Moved by Fr. Joseph Antypas of Troy, Michigan, and 
seconded by Fr. Leonard Faris of Lowell, Massachusetts, 

the Assembly received the report.

8/19. Mr. George Darany and V. Rev. Michael El-
lias, Co-Chairmen, presented the Report of the 
Department of Convention and Conference Plan-
ning.

DEPARTMENT OF CONVENTIONS
AND CONFERENCE PLANNING

Report to the Archdiocese Convention
Palm Desert, California, July 2009

CONFERENCE AND CONVENTION MANUALS
The edited and reformatted Planning Manuals for 

both the Archdiocese Convention and the diocesan 
Parish Life Conferences are available on the Arch-
diocese’s Web site.  The manuals cover all aspects of 
conference and convention planning, from the bidding 
process to fi nal reporting, but each diocese must apply 
the manual’s guidelines to its specifi c circumstances in 
conjunction with its conference planning coordinator 
and presiding hierarch.

Through its partnership with the Fellowship of St. 
John the Divine, the department also makes available 
conference and convention planning software to fa-
cilitate both management of these events and fi nal re-
porting.  We extend our sincere thanks to Mr. Michael 
Srour of Encino, California, and co-chairman of this 
convention, for his efforts with both the manuals and 
the software.
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REGIONAL PARISH LIFE CONFERENCES
The department extends its congratulations to the 

host parishes, pastors and committees for the sacrifi -
cial work on the recently completed 2009 Parish Life 
Conferences.  We note that keynote speakers and edu-
cational content have become prominent elements in 
most of the conferences.

2009 PARISH LIFE CONFERENCES

Region Dates
   Host Parish    Host Pastor

Ottawa (Can-Am) June 25–28
   St. George,
   Niagara Falls, NY    Fr. Paul Solberg

Wichita (Southwest) June 10–13
   St. Mary, Wichita, KS    Fr. Peter Smith

Worcester (New England) June 25–28
   St. George,
   Lawrence, MA    Fr. Edward Hughes

Toledo (Midwest) July 1–5
   St. James, Loveland, OH    Fr. Amin Houli

Miami (Southeast) June 10–14
   St. Peter, Madison, MS    Fr. John Henderson

Eagle River/LA (West) May 20–24
   St. Stephen,
   Campbell, CA    Fr. Patrick Jackson

New York/Charleston/ July 1–5
   Virgin Mary,
   Yonkers, NY    Fr. Dimitri Darwich

Oakland (East)    

2010 PARISH LIFE CONFERENCES
We also congratulate the parishes and pastors chosen 

to host next year’s conferences and encourage them all 
to submit their contracts to the department and one 
of the chancellors for approval prior to signing.

Region Dates
   Host City    Host Pastor

Ottawa (Can-Am) July 1–4  
   St. Nicholas,
   Montreal, PQ    Fr. Mark Wyatt

Wichita (Southwest) June 16–19
   St. Elijah,
   Oklahoma City, OK    Fr. Constantine Nasr

Worcester
(New England) June 24–27
   St. George,
   Worcester, MA    Fr. Michael Abdelahad

Toledo (Midwest) July 1–4
   St. George, Toledo, OH    Fr. Basil Koory
Miami (Southeast) June 16–20
   St. George,
   Jacksonville, FL    Fr. Kamal Al-Rahil
Eagle River/LA (West) June 30–July 4
   Holy Resurrection,
   Tucson, AZ    Fr. Philip Nixon 
New York/Charleston/
Oakland (East) July 1–4
   St. George,
   Allentown, PA    Fr. Anthony Sabbagh

ARCHDIOCESE CONVENTION REPORTS
49th Archdiocese Convention – July 2009 – St. 

Michael Church, Van Nuys, California
Very Rev. Fr. Timothy Baclig, Host Pastor
50th Archdiocese Convention Bids – July 2011 – 

St. George Church, Cicero, Illinois
Very Rev. Fr. Nicholas Dahdal, Pastor

NEW BUSINESS
51st Archdiocese Convention Bids – July 2013
St. George Church, Houston, Texas
Very Rev. Fr. John Salem, Pastor

CONCLUDING REMARKS
With gratitude to our departmental Episcopal Over-

seer, His Grace Bishop MARK, and to His Eminence 
Metropolitan PHILIP, for their continuous interest in 
and support of the convention and conference planning 
process, we remain

Respectfully,
Mr. George Darany, Co-Chairman

24259 Fairmount, Dearborn, MI  48124 
(313) 561-5230   (313) 561-5230

V. Rev. Fr. Michael Ellias, Co-Chairman
8005 Ridge Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY  11209

(718) 238-8008        smaoc@earthlink.net

Moved by Fr. Ghattas Hajal of Ottawa, Ontario, and 
seconded by Fr. Peter Shportun of Coral Gables, Florida, 
the Assembly received the report.
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8/20. V. Rev. Joseph Purpura, Chairman, pre-
sented the Report of the Department of Youth and 
Parish Ministries.

Over the past 40 years, SOYO raised generations of 
disciples and leaders for this great Archdiocese. In es-
tablishing SOYO, his Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP 
saw the need for the Teens of the Archdiocese to have 
their own organization. Over the years, the Metropoli-
tan has fully supported our youth ministry efforts, as 
well as the expansion of our outreach initiatives by our 
teens and the establishment of SOYO leadership train-
ing programs. SOYO ministers to and inspires a multi-
tude of people, many of whom are our clergy and lay 
leaders today. 

As part of our 40th anniversary celebration we have 
produced a video for the Archdiocese Convention TV 
station which we will also make available on the Inter-
net. In addition, we printed a four-page anniversary 

section in the 
May 2009 WORD 
magazine, pre-
pared a four-page 
handout for the 
Diocesan Parish 
Life Conferences 
and Archdiocese 
Convention, and 
reprinted the 
Teen SOYO Music 
CD entitled Sing 

Praises (available for sale at the Archdiocese Conven-
tion and online). SOYO will have three tables in the 
vender area of the Archdiocese Convention featuring 
literature on its various projects and ministries, as well 
as items for sale in commemoration of the 40th anniver-
sary and the work of SOYO. We hope that you will join 
and support our teens at their 40th anniversary celebra-
tion booth in the lobby near the convention Chapel. 

 Many people point to the health of our youth min-
istry efforts as an example of good Orthodox Youth 
Ministry. As an Archdiocese, we have accomplished 
much in our youth ministry efforts over the 40 years 
and we thank his Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP, all of 
our hierarchs, and all of you for helping to make this 

possible. We pray that the next forty years will see us 
further growing and expanding our youth ministry ef-
forts as we strive to meet the needs of our teens in this 
ever-changing and challenging world. 

I attended all seven Parish Life Conferences this 
year, as well as the 2009 Archdiocese Convention. At-
tendance at the Parish Life Conferences affords me and 
others the opportunity to see our teens in action, im-
part our vision to the teens and to build bonds with our 
teens and the adults ministering to them. The Archdio-
cese Convention, in addition to our Leadership Train-
ing and SOYO meetings, affords the teens an opportu-
nity to integrate themselves into the general workings 
of the Archdiocese. The Liturgical Services, Leadership 
Training, and Archdiocese General Assembly will high-
light our teens’ experience at the convention; the teens 
are looking forward to participating fully in this year’s 
convention.  

His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP chose to focus 
the 2010 Parish Life Conferences on the environment: 
Psalm 23 (24):1 “The earth is the Lord’s, and its full-
ness, the world and all who dwell therein.” 

The July Archdiocese Convention will mark the fi fth 
SOYO Leadership Conference. The leadership confer-
ences have positively impacted SOYO over the past fi ve 
years. The 2009 Conference will focus on equipping 
our SOYO Diocesan and NAC offi cers to serve as ef-
fective offi cers and leaders of our Archdiocese youth 
movement. The conference also serves to further de-
velop and ready them to serve as leaders in various 
areas of the life of the Archdiocese (e.g., Order of St. 
Ignatius, Antiochian Woman, Fellowship of St. John the 

Divine, Christian education, choirs, Archdiocese Board, 
various ranks of clergy). In addition to the Conference, 
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SOYO offi cers receive and work with the SOYO leader-
ship manual now in its fourth edition. The 2008 SOYO 
Leadership Conference took place at the Antiochian 
Village for six intensive and fruitful days of training 
and interaction amongst the Diocesan and NAC SOYO 
Offi cers. The 2010 SOYO Leadership Conference will 
be hosted for six days in July 2010 at the Antiochian 
Village Heritage and Conference Center. We thank the 
Order of St Ignatius for making this leadership training 
possible. 

Teen SOYO is in its 30th year of ministering to the 
special Olympic athletes; Teen SOYO raises the neces-
sary funds and provides staff and coaches to minister to 

the athletes. NAC Teen SOYO 
raised $41,000 to date for this 
year’s Special Olympics Sports 
Camp. The camp is held at the 
Antiochian Village from August 
9 to 16. Special Olympics con-

tinues to be a ministry that opens the hearts, minds, 
and eyes of our young people. The Department of 
Youth Ministry and Teen SOYO thank the multitude of 
donors (priests, youth directors, Order of St Ignatius, 
teens, and the faithful of our parishes) that have made 
this ministry possible. 

As in previous years, eight sets of Bible Bowl ques-
tions were written and distributed across the Arch-
diocese for the Diocesan Parish Life Conferences and 
Archdiocese Convention. Our goal with the Bible Bowl 
is to enable our teens to dis-
cover the Bible as the Living 
Word of God. The Department 
of Youth Ministry offered an in-
teractive Bible study online to 
help prepare our teens for the 
annual Bible Bowl. This year’s 
Interactive Bible Study site (The 
Gospel of John at www. ortho-
doxyouth.org/John) provides commentaries and life 
applications related to the text, as well as study guides 
and quizzes. In addition to the site, we encourage every 
parish to hold Bible studies for all of the teens. Other 
resources for teens are at www.orthodoxyouth.org. 

 The department continues to work on many efforts 
to increase our youth ministry offerings online, such as 
our Podcast internet radio station for teens hosted by 
Jason Barker. This internet radio station entitled ReCall 
is at www.orthodoxyouth.org/ReCall. To date we have 
posted 56 episodes of our Teen Podcast on the Ortho-
dox Faith on our Youth Department Teen Study Web 
site: www.orthodoxyouth.org. 

 Podcasts for teens include Episode 56 – Biblical 
Gentleness, Episode 55 – Pascha, Episode 54 – Gen-
tleness, Episode 53 – Peace with Others, Episode 52 

– Inner Peace, Epi-
sode 51 – Peace with 
God, Episode 50 – No 
Peace 2, Episode 49 – 
No Peace 1, Episode 
48 – What is Peace?, 

Episode 47 – Rejoice with Others, Episode 46 – St. 
Peter of Damascus, Episode 45 – Joyful Confession, 
Episode 44 – Joyful Worship, Episode 43 – No Joy 2, 
Episode 42 – No Joy, Episode 41 – What is Joy?, Epi-
sode 40 – Self-Control, Episode 39 – Relationships 3, 
Episode 38 – Relationships 2, Episode 37 – Relation-
ships 1, Episode 36 – Religion, Episode 35 – Sex, 
Episode 34 – Bad Fruit?, Episode 33 – No Spiritual 
Growth?, Episode 32 – Spiritual Growth, Episode 31 
– Love Your Enemies, Episode 30 – Love Your Neigh-
bor, Episode 29 – Love Your Parents. An additional 
twenty-eight episodes covering the following talks 
are also available online: Love God, What Is Love?, 
What Does the Holy Spirit Do – Part 2, What Does the 
Holy Spirit Do – Part 1, Who Is the Holy Spirit?, How 
to Read the Bible Part 2, How to Read the Bible Part 
1, Why Read the Bible?, Fasting, Lifestyle Evange-
lism Part 3. Lifestyle Evangelism – Part 2, Lifestyle 
Evangelism – Part 1, Why Not Share My Faith?, Why 
Evangelize?, Leadership & Mercy, Giving, Teaching 
& Exhorting, Prophecy & Ministry, Why Serve Oth-
ers?, Tithing, Stewardship, Repentance & Confes-
sion, What If I’m Not Ready for Pascha?, What’s So 
Bad About Sin?, Patience Under Adversity, Be Pa-
tient with Others, Talk to God in Prayer, Why Pray? 
All of these and new episodes and more are available 
online at www.orthodoxyouth.org/ReCall. 

Teen SOYO has added to its many ministries an inter-
Orthodox Internet Podcast and Radio Station for teens 
by teens, called Orthodox Teens Talk Online (OTTO) 
through OCN. OTTO features a pan-Orthodox group of 
teens from around the country who discuss real-life is-
sues with an Orthodox priest. Topics to date include: 
Faith and Doubt, Body Image, Orthodox Unity, Dating 
and Relationships, Drugs and Drinking, Sanctity of 
Life – Teens & Abortion. 
Subscribe to this podcast 
by going to www.myocn.
net/index.php/Orthodox-
Teen-Talk-Online. 

Our dioceses and parishes continue to run and host 
numerous retreats, workshops, Bible studies, and dis-
cussion and training events to enhance SOYO and fur-
ther develop each teen on the parish and diocesan lev-
el. For example, the second annual Midwest Orthodox 
Music Festival was held June 13–14, 2009 in Bloom-
ington, Indiana, under the direction of Fr. Peter Jon 
Gillquist. The aim of this year’s event is to reach our 
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teens through music and inspirational speakers. Please 
note that Fr. Jon Braun’s talk last year, “Sex, Love, and 
Marriage,” is available for teens as part of their expand-
ed January 2010 Education Month materials. 

The teens are often seen reaching out to those in need 
in their parishes, community, and across North America. 

Our teens serve the less fortunate people in soup 
kitchens, shelters, orphanages, senior centers, on the 
streets, through community projects and in other loca-
tions where they can bear witness to the Gospel to help 
those in need. In addition, our teens minister in their 
parishes through church school, choirs, parish dinners, 
and a multitude of other events. I am pleased with the 
caliber of teens in SOYO; we are richly blessed with 
wonderful young people. 

The Orthodox Youth Outreach (OYO) ministry, www.
orthodoxyouthoutreach.net, is a ministry of NAC Teen 
SOYO that continues to equip junior and senior high 
school students to reach out to the poor and homeless. 
Katrina Bitar, a recent graduate of St. Vladimir’s Semi-
nary and a past parish and diocesan youth director, will 
serve as the OYO Executive Director effective May 17, 
2009. Katrina takes on the challenge of raising all of 

the funds necessary for 
this ministry, including 
her own salary. We ask 
that you be generous 
in helping to grow and 
sustain the Orthodox 
Youth Outreach Min-
istry of our teens and 
archdiocese. 

Teen SOYO contin-
ues to stress the need for well-qualifi ed and trained 
parish youth advisors and youth directors through its 
efforts to raise $250,000 for the establishment of a 
youth worker scholarship endowment fund for the 
education of parish youth workers in the St. Stephen 
Youth Ministry Program (www.antiochian.org/educa-
tion_parish_youth_directors). We are asking parishes 
to enable and encourage their Teen SOYO advisors and 
youth workers or youth directors to enroll in the St. 
Stephens Youth Ministry Program. This is an af-
fordable Master’s degree program done mostly from 
the comfort of one’s home, with only three one-week 
attendances at the Antiochian Village for the residency 
portion of the program over the three years of the pro-
gram.  

Since the 2003 Archdiocese Convention, we have 
distributed 29 scholarships to young people in college 
through the Antiochian Archdiocese Francis Maria Schol-
arship Fund (scholarships in the amount of $2,500). The 
scholarships recognize young people who excel in their 
Church and in Community Service. Four scholarships 

will be presented this year and we will recognize these 
recipients during the oratorical festival at the Archdio-
cese Convention. Scholarship applications are available 
each year starting in December on the Archdiocese Web 
site: www.antiochian.org/scholarships. 

PAST ANTIOCHIAN ARCHDIOCESE
FRANCIS MARIA SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS:1 

2008  Ruther Keller, Marianna Katherine Sayeg, Sara 
Kinslow, Stephen Shadid, Rachel Anastasia Dun-
lop, Vanda Karam 

2007  Nicholas Abdelahad, Matthew Lucas Yazge, Se-
bastian George Horton, Nancy “Eve” Sapp, Caro-
line El-Charr, Stephen Nicholas Abodeely, Martha 
Hughes 

2006  Katherine Atty, George Sackllah, Kristina Elias, 
Lilian Al-Dehneh, Antony Albert 

2005   George Matook, Tatiana Marie Horton, Sarah 
Walter, Chris Araj, Leah Maria Pappas 

2004  Elaina Matook, Sarah Wolf, Robyn Joyce Haas, 
Nicholas P Abud 

2003    Alexa Younes, Sarah Hughes 

1The Francis Maria Scholarship Endowment has 
already granted $72,500 in scholarships to our 
young people since 2003. 

At the 2007 Archdiocese Convention, we reported 
on the Archdiocese Survey. To date, survey data collec-
tion is complete and we are already making use of the 
fi ndings for our youth programs. Presentations of the 
information gained from the survey were presented to 
the Hierarchs of the Archdiocese, The Board of Trust-
ees, the Archdiocese Clergy, NAC Teen SOYO, and other 
interested groups and individuals. In addition,

•  the Department of Marriage and Parish Family is uti-
lizing the fi ndings as they develop pre-marital prepa-
ration materials for our pastors to use as they pre-
pare couples for marriage; 

•  the teens have responded to the survey by expanding 
their 2010 Education Month to increase education 
for teens on chastity and purity; and 

•  other departments and parishioners have used the 
fi ndings to develop further their ministries, or they 
are in the process of dissecting the data to enhance 
their work. 

We thank the participants in these surveys: 1,472 
adults, 867 teens, and 323 pre-teens. 

In response to the teen and adult 
survey commission by the Arch-
diocese Board and His Eminence 
Metropolitan PHILIP, our teens 
voted at their 2008 summer lead-
ership conference to expand their 
Sacred Gift of Life Sunday in or-
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der to teach and heighten awareness of the Orthodox 
Church’s teaching on chastity and virginity. We have 
developed a video entitled, “Love, Sex & Marriage”. 
The video features Fr. Jon Braun’s talk with teens at 
the Midwest Youth Music Festival. We will mail these 
videos to each parish and youth group before January 
2010. For materials on the Sacred Gift of Life, go to 
www.antiochian.org/sacred_gift. 

To continue its efforts to foster Orthodox unity, SOYO 
hosted and participated in inter-orthodox events across 
North America for the past two years. SOYO plans to 
further its efforts to bring young people together from 
various orthodox jurisdictions over the coming year. 

The Departments of Youth and Camping Ministry of 
the various Orthodox jurisdictions offered an Inter-Or-
thodox Camping Youth Ministry Conference in January 
2009 entitled Protecting our Children. A number of the 
youth directors and staff members of various camps 

of the Antiochian Archdiocese, the Greek Archdiocese, 
the OCA, and other Orthodox jurisdictions attended 
the conference. The 2010 Orthodox youth worker and 
camp conference, entitled “Communicating the Gospel 
in the 21st Century,” will take place January 28–30 in 
Silver Springs, Maryland.  

SOYO FINANCES AS OF JUNE 5, 2009 
Special Olympic Funds (Restricted) $72,274 
Youth Worker Education
Funds (Restricted) $144,000 
Total SOYO Funds $230,294 

NAC SOYO OFFICERS FOR THE 2008–2009 
SOYO YEAR 
Vice-President Michael Paul Massad 
Treasurer Tim Farha 
Secretary Elizabeth Anne Mamey 

DIOCESAN PRESIDENTS FOR THE 2008–2009 
SOYO YEAR 
Los Angeles and the West Elizabeth Anne Mamey 
Miami and the Southeast Christabel Suzanne Herron 
New York / Oakland/ 
Charleston Haneen K. Sakakini 
Ottawa, Eastern Canada,
and Upstate New York Alexander Habib 
Toledo and the Midwest Annie Lee Bashara 
Wichita and Mid-America Michael Paul Massad 
Worcester and
New England Abigail D. Sayeg 
SOYO has begun the process of electing new offi cers at 
each of the 2009 Diocesan Parish Life Conferences and 
at the Archdiocese Convention. 

Yours in Christ, 
Department of Youth Ministry Antiochian Orthodox 

Christian Archdiocese of North America 

Moved by Fr. Anthony Bahou of Dallas, Texas, and sec-
onded by Mr. Michael Massad of Oklahoma City, Oklaho-
ma, the Assembly received the report.

8/21. Ms. Amanda June Sahawneh, President, 
presented the Report of North American Council 
(NAC) SOYO.  At the conclusion of her report Ms. 
Sahawneh announced the new offi cers of SOYO, 
President Michael Paul Massad, Vice-President 
Jenna Badra, Secretary Elizabeth Mamey and 
Treasurer Adam Murphy.
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Greetings in the Name of Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ! 

As SOYO comes to celebrate its 40th Anniversary, we 
acknowledge the generations of teens who came before 
us who have built the foundation of SOYO. There have 
been 40 years of programs and ministries that have 
fl ourished and become established. SOYO continues to 
build upon the foundation laid 40 years ago by continu-
ally living the Orthodox Faith through Worship, Wit-
ness, Fellowship, and Service. Through these pillars, 
SOYO prepares the youth of this Archdiocese to be the 
future leaders of the Church as priests, youth direc-
tors, monastics, members of the Order of St. Ignatius, 
members of the Fellowship of St. John the Divine, and 
ultimately, followers of Christ. 

In the past few years SOYO worked on a variety of 
ministries and programs that help the teens of this 
Archdiocese grow closer to Christ and live daily in the 
Orthodox Faith. Below are some of the ministries and 
programs that SOYO is currently focusing attention 
on. 

SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
This year marks the 29th Annual Special Olympics 

sports camp held at the Antiochian Village, and SOYO’s 
30th year of ministry to the Special Olympics. This 
week-long sports camp gives the opportunity to the 
teens of this Archdiocese to volunteer as coaches to 
serve their fellow man. The teens dedicate their physi-
cal and mental energy for an entire week to coach the 
athletes. Every year in October, teens in the local par-
ishes of the Archdiocese hold a collection, raising thou-
sands of dollars towards the Special Olympics Sports 
Camp. 

YOUTH WORKER FUND 
The youth of this Archdiocese see the need for bet-

ter-trained and educated youth workers so that they are 
able to grow more in their faith and be fully educated 
in the teachings of the Church. As a result, the Youth 
Worker Fund was established to provide funding for 
parish youth workers to have further education through 
the Antiochian House of Studies Youth Ministry Educa-
tion Program. The money raised is used to put parish 

youth workers through such programs to enable them 
to educate the youth of this Archdiocese. 

EDUCATION MONTH – SACRED GIFT OF LIFE 
SUNDAY 

Every January is Education Month, during which the 
opportunity is taken to further educate our youth on 
certain issues. Over the past few years a main focus of 
Education Month has been on the Sacred Gift of Life 
Sunday which remembers the decision of Roe versus 
Wade, the decision making abortion legal. A packet is 
sent out each year containing material regarding the is-
sue. The materials contain educational information and 
articles compiled and written by the teens so that there 
is a better understanding of the issue. The purpose is 
to educate teens on the Church’s view of abortion and 
the sanctity of life. NAC SOYO has also been working 
to expand education month with the topic of purity and 
virginity. Material is being put together to be sent out 
for Education Month in 2010. 

ORTHODOX UNITY SUNDAY 
In July of 2006, the teens drew up a resolution for 

an appeal for Orthodox Unity in North America which, 
with the blessing of His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP, 
was presented to the Hierarchs of the Standing Confer-
ence of Orthodox Bishops in the Americas (SCOBA). 
This resolution was meant to encourage the uniting of 
the jurisdictions, starting with the youth of the church. 
In the past few years, SOYO has established Orthodox 
Unity Sunday, which is held on the Sunday of Ortho-
doxy. Teens at local parishes in the Archdiocese are 
urged to plan a pan-Orthodox event during that week-
end to work towards unity of the faith.  

ORTHODOX TEEN TALK ONLINE (OTTO) 
Orthodox Teen Talk Online (OTTO) is an online Ra-

dio talk show which is hosted through OCN’s The ARK. 
It is a show done by the teens for the teens. Two teens 
and a spiritual advisor host a half-hour-long radio show 
discussing pertinent issues that most teens face in to-
day’s world and ways to approach those issues from an 
Orthodox standpoint. Podcasts of shows can be found 
on myocn.net. 

The Word   53



ORTHODOX YOUTH OUTREACH (OYO) 
Orthodox Youth Outreach (OYO) is a ministry if 

SOYO designed to give teens the opportunity to reach 
out to the poor and needy and to bear witness to Christ. 
It consists of weekend-long mission trips held in cities 
all over the United States where the teens are taken out 
of their comfort zone and put into a new world where 
those who are less fortunate live. 

SOYO LEADERSHIP TRAINING 
SOYO is continually working on raising up genera-

tions of disciples and leaders. The SOYO leadership 
training program, now in its fi fth year, prepares the 
SOYO offi cers to lead in Teen SOYO by equipping them 
with tools they need to do their jobs successfully, and 
challenging them to rise to their full potential.

I am truly honored and blessed to have had the op-
portunity to serve as the NAC SOYO President and to 
have participated in the ministry of SOYO. Without 
the dedication and leadership of all the offi cers, SOYO 
would not have been able to thrive and grow as it has. 
On behalf of NAC SOYO, I extend great thanks for his 
endless dedication and vision to His Eminence Metro-
politan PHILIP. With the love, support and inspiration 
of Metropolitan PHILIP, SOYO continues its ministry in 
serving Christ and living the Orthodox Faith through 
worship, witness, fellowship, and service.

Yours in Christ, 
 Amanda June Sahawneh, NAC SOYO President 

 
Moved by Dr. Antony Bashir of West Roxbury, Mas-

sachusetts, and seconded by Ms. Joan Farha of Wichita,
Kansas, the Assembly received the report.



40 Years of  Raising Generations
of Disciples & Leaders
By V. Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Purpura

Forty years ago, The WORD magazine recorded that 
during the Miami Convention of 1969, North Ameri-
can Council (NAC) Teen SOYO, under the direction of 
his Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP, established its fi rst 
Constitution with its fi rst President, Mr. Robert Laham 
Jr. The teens were previously a committee of (Senior) 
SOYO (Senior SOYO is currently known as the Fellow-
ship of St. John the Divine). His Eminence, with the 
help of Helen E. Rihbany, the National Teenage Chair-
woman of Senior SOYO, set the following as priorities 
for this Teen Movement in the archdiocese, as found in 
Helen’s report to the General Assembly. 

I. Religious: That the teens would learn the theology, 
dogmas and history of the Church. That they would 
participate in panel discussions between themselves 
and the bishops and clergy of the Archdiocese, cover-
ing a wide range of issues affecting their lives. 

II. Charitable: We must teach these future leaders of 
the Church and community “that what they send into 
the lives of others returns into their own.” The charity 
work was a directive from his Eminence Metropolitan 
PHILIP who established charity as part of the heart of 
the youth movement of the Archdiocese. 

III. Cultural: This area serves two functions. Beyond 
keeping teenagers together, it broadens their knowl-
edge. 

IV. Social: “This is good because it keeps our young 
people together.” SOYO places a high value on Or-
thodox Christian socializing. In 1969–1970: Teen 
SOYO Board acknowledged that it maintains our 
cohesion as a community. 

 
Helen’s report continued, “We must strive to actively 

incorporate the works of the young in the total calendar 

of the church and endeavor to listen to them … If we 
fail to fulfi ll our youth’s desire to be involved in active 
and meaningful matters, then we have failed our great-
est hope for the future of our church and traditions.” 

One of the fi rst acts of the newly elected NAC Teen 
SOYO President Robert Laham Jr. was to present a 
check in the amount of $3,302.75 to his Eminence Met-
ropolitan PHILIP from the Teen SOYO Charity Fund. 
His Eminence sent the money collected by the teens to 
needy orphanages. From the beginning, his Eminence 
instilled in the hearts and minds of our young people 
the need to reach out and minister to the poor. 

In 1970 his Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP summed 
up the importance of SOYO. He wrote, “SOYO must 
move upward from man to God and forward from man 
to man, and this movement must be expressed in con-
crete spiritual experiences and humanitarian actions. 
If SOYO is to realize its spiritual goals, the SOYO mem-
bers must fi rst become fully aware of their mission in 
history as living members of the One Holy Catholic and 
Apostolic Church. 

“The Orthodox Church through her rich mystical life 
and glorious liturgical traditions can generously enrich 
our lives and provide us with this deep sense of the 
‘holy.’ Self-awareness through meaningful participation 
in the sacramental life of the Church ultimately leads 
to a defi nite commitment to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
When I see Christ, I see man and when I see man, I see 
Christ.” 

Over the past forty years of Teen SOYO, the youth 
movement of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Arch-
diocese of North America has striven to spread the good 
news, keep young people in the Church, and to reach 
out and minister to the poor. From the beginning, teens 
across the Archdiocese frequented soup kitchens, or-
phanages, senior citizen homes, visiting the elderly in 
their homes, hospitals, homeless shelters and so many 
other places where people in need were to be found. 
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Thirty years ago, ten years into the 
life of NAC Teen SOYO, our teens 
were so moved by the gift of an 
Antiochian Village camping experi-
ence that they established NAC Teen 
SOYO Special Olympics to provide 
the same opportunity to the Special 
Olympic Athletes of Pennsylvania. 
Over these thirty years our teens 
have raised over $700,000 for Spe-
cial Olympics and have hosted near-
ly 3,000 Special Olympic Athletes at 
the SOYO Special Olympics training 
camp. Throughout the forty years of 
NAC SOYO our teens continued to 
expand their ministry and outreach 
to the poor and needy. Care for those 
in need continues to stand as the 
heart of Teen SOYO. In an effort to 
raise the level of outreach, fi ve years 
ago our teens gave their fi nancing 
and support to give life to Orthodox 
Youth Outreach (OYO), a ministry of 
NAC Teen SOYO. Through OYO and 
other SOYO efforts, teens across 
North America reach out to those 
on the streets and shelters of our 
cities to bring companionship, food, 
clothing and the love of Christ. 

Forty years following the estab-
lishment of NAC SOYO, teens across 
this archdiocese lead in so many 
areas of Church life in fulfi lling the 
Good News of the Gospel. Teens 
have committed themselves to “Liv-
ing the Orthodox Faith in Christ, 
through Worship, Witness, Service 
and Fellowship.” 

Each SOYO year now starts with 
a “SOYO Leadership Conference” in 
July, where all of the Diocesan and 
NAC SOYO Offi cers, Spiritual Advi-
sors and Youth Directors come to-
gether to develop their leadership 
skills, design their diocesan and 
North American SOYO year and pro-
grams and to develop a deep sense 

of community among the SOYO offi -
cers of the Archdiocese Youth Move-
ment. 

Once the School year starts, SOYO 
members fi nd themselves teaching 
in the Church School, serving in the 
Sanctuary, singing in the Choir, chant-
ing, reading in Church, and many oth-
er activities that fully integrate them 
into the life of the Church. 

October, established by Metropoli-
tan PHILIP as Youth Month, fi nds our 
teens reading the epistles, giving ser-
mons, passing the collection trays in 
Church, raising awareness of their 
ministry to the Special Olympic Ath-
letes and raising the nearly $50,000 
annual funds needed for SOYO’s Spe-
cial Olympics Ministry. 

November and December are typi-
cally active months for our teens as 
they can be found anywhere and ev-
erywhere working to fulfi ll the Gospel 
commands. January, known as SOYO 
Education Month, fi nds our teens 
teaching their fellow teens and parish-
ioners of the “Sacred Gift of Life.” Our 
teens’ concern for the unborn and the 
needs of unwed mothers has motivated 
our young people to teach on alterna-
tives to abortion and to recognize the 
need to help those who have chosen 
life for their children. In January of 
2010, SOYO will expand its teaching 
to include the importance of chastity 
and purity as children of God and as 
a way towards healthy marriages and 
families. January also fi nds our teens 
raising funds for SOYO’s Youth Worker 
Education Fund to support scholar-
ships for parish Youth Workers seek-
ing to increase their education in youth 
ministry through the St. Stephen’s 
Youth Ministry Concentration. Our 
teens have raised over $125,000 to 
date and seek to establish a $250,000 
endowment for parish youth worker 
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education. You can help celebrate SOYO’s 40th anni-
versary by making a contribution to this fund. 

February traditionally fi nds our NAC and Diocesan 
SOYO offi cers at the Antiochian Village participating in 
the SOYO Midwinter Meetings – a time to check on the 
progress of our ministries and the work of our diocesan 
SOYO. Often this works as a mid-year boost to our ef-
forts to serve our young people and the Church. 

March and April fi nd SOYO members deeply engaged 
in our Great Lenten effort through retreats and min-
istry to others. A highlight of SOYO’s journey to the 
empty tomb is the Great Friday Vigil, where teens take 
turns reading from the Scripture from Friday afternoon 
until the Resurrection services of Pascha. For many 
this reading and refl ection at the tomb of Christ opens 
hearts and minds. 

SOYO as the youth movement of the Antiochian Or-
thodox Christian Archdiocese of North America has 
developed over the past 40 years into a vibrant youth 
movement that moves the lives of our young people 
closer to Christ and His Holy Orthodox Church. SOYO 
is the vehicle to keep our young people in the Church 
and, most importantly, committed to Christ. We thank 
the tens of thousands of teens, thousands of advisors 
and multitude of clergy, parents, and hierarchs that 
have supported and ministered to SOYO over these 
past 40 years. We thank his Eminence Metropolitan 
PHILIP for the trust he placed in the hands of the teens 
of this Archdiocese 40 years ago that gave our teens 
the freedom to express their love for Christ and His 
Church. We especially ask for your continued support 
and prayers as SOYO moves into another decade of ser-
vice to Christ’s Holy Church.
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I count my life blessed in so many ways. One of 
those blessings has been my relationship with 
Teen SOYO. It began when I was twelve years 
old and the wife of our parish priest encour-
aged my parents to let me begin participat-
ing in Teen SOYO. The people I looked up to 
and admired were members of Teen 
SOYO. My cousins were involved. All 
of the older kids in my parish were 
active participants. I was ready to be 
part of the group of cool kids. So it 
began, and it has yet to end some 35 
years later. 

It was within Teen SOYO that I 
learned so much about my faith. I still 
vividly remember teen retreats that 
afforded me the opportunity to truly 
learn what it meant to confess my sins 
and to delve into a deeper relationship 
with my parish priest as a true mentor 
and spiritual father. It was in these re-
treats that I learned to express my faith 
in words and stand up for my beliefs 
that became rooted in the teaching of 
the Church. It was at these retreats that 
I met a seminarian who believed in me 
more than I did myself. These retreats 
laid a foundation for me to learn how 
to remove myself from the commotion 
of daily living so I could take time to 
experience a communion with God 
that is hard to do at most other times. 
These Teen SOYO retreats solidifi ed my love for 
the liturgical life of the Church. 

But Teen SOYO wasn’t only about retreats. 
Teen SOYO presented me with opportunities that 
never seemed to be as vividly present at school. I 
was given the opportunity to learn about the dy-
namics of organizations, how to lead meetings, 
maintain a treasury, record minutes, and make 
decisions that are rooted in prayer. Teen SOYO 
enabled me to travel around the United States 
and meet other young Orthodox Christians who 
were also passionate about Christ and their faith. 

As a result of such encounters, I established the 
strongest friendships of my life that remain to this 
day. Because of Teen SOYO, I was more grounded 
and less desirous to experiment with things in my 
youth than many of my peers. 

Participating in Teen SOYO, I was also blessed 
to visit with His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP 

and many clergy of the Archdiocese, which in-
spired me to offer my life as a servant of God. I 
had tremendous adult role-models while in Teen 
SOYO, from my lay advisors at the local, regional 
and archdiocesan levels to the Spiritual Advisors 
at each of those levels. It was easy to understand 
God’s calling to service in watching these saintly 
people. So I did all that I could to fulfi ll that call-
ing, from serving as a President, Vice President 
and Treasurer of my local Teen SOYO, to Presi-
dent and Treasurer of Eastern Region Teen SOYO, 
to President and Treasurer of NAC Teen SOYO. It 
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was during these years that I was blessed once 
more by being one of the teens on the ground 
fl oor of establishing the Teen SOYO Special Olym-
pics Camp with my cousin, Ken. I am pleased to 
say that this program is now in its 30th year of 
existence. I have been fortunate to be able to re-
turn back to the program as the Teen SOYO Co-
ordinator of the Special Olympics Camp for the 
past nine years. 

All of these factors led to my eventual enroll-
ment as at St. Vladimir’s Seminary. Even while at 
seminary I was actively engaged in Teen SOYO, 
leading retreats and working with the teens of 
the parishes I was assigned to serve. After being 
ordained and assigned to my fi rst parish, I was 
blessed to be given the privilege to serve as the 
Spiritual Advisor for Midwest Teen SOYO, which 
lasted more than a decade before I assumed the 
role of NAC Teen SOYO Spiritual Advisor. In the 
nearly two decades of serving as spiritual advi-
sor, I have met some of the fi nest young men 
and women you would ever want to meet. These 
young men and women weren’t content to sim-
ply learn about their faith and continue the same 
ministries. They wanted to expand the scope of 
their ministry and DO more ministry. The mem-
bers of Teen SOYO initiated outreach programs 
throughout the Archdiocese. They are recording 
radio programs and podcasts as a means of evan-
gelism. They want to bring an end to the societal 
abuses of human life. With Metropolitan PHILIP’s 
blessing and encouragement they launched the 
recognition of the Sacred Gift of Life Sunday in 
the Archdiocese. They are now working towards 
activities that will promote Orthodox unity at the 
local level. 

So much of who I am and what I have become 
is due to my life in Teen SOYO. 

I continue to be impressed by the growth and 
spiritual maturity of our teens over the past forty 
years. I have seen so many Teen SOYO members 
move into positions of leadership within the Arch-
diocese and the world. May we continue to en-
courage our young people to commit their lives 
to Christ and their parish through Teen SOYO. I 
offer my thanks to God for the many wonderful 
God-loving people that I have met through the 
past 35 years in Teen SOYO that have greatly af-
fected my life. Without it, I don’t know where I 
would be today. 
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2010
BIBLE BOWL

James, Peter (1 & 2), and John (1, 2 & 3)

as they appear in the Orthodox Study Bible

Head over to
www.orthodoxyouth.org 
to get some study guides 
and downloadable 
quizzes!

“All flesh is as grass, and all the 

glory of man as the flower of the 

grass. The grass withers, and its 

flower falls away, but the word of 

the LORD endures forever.”
1 Peter 1:24-25

Complete topics, rules, and a recommended 
reading list are available online at:

http://www.antiochian.org/festivals

Printed by the Department  of Youth Ministry



The Conference Theme, “The earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, The whole 

world and those who dwell therein.” reminds us that the world, all that is natural 

to the world, and specifically ourselves were created by and belong to God.

The first chapter of the book of Genesis
Chapters 23-25 of Psalms, as numbered in the Orthodox 
Study Bible (Septuagint numbering)
As well as other Orthodox writings on creation and 
ecology

Share the Orthodox Christian understanding of our 
relationship with God as His children, as His creation, and 
how that understanding impacts upon how we are called to 
care for the world and those who live upon it. 

Concerning our responsibility to care for God’s creation 
and what it means for you as a young person growing up 
in North America.
Since we are created by God and we belong to God, how 
does that change our worldview and how we relate to 
God’s creation:

 Plants, animals, air, water, soil, etc
The people who dwell upon the earth
Future generations of people and other living things 
that will live in world

Share what the Church can do to change the current 
worldview of consumption towards one that sees 
mankind as caretaker of God’s Creation.

2010
ORATORICAL

Please go to www.antiochian.org/Festivals for additional 
information on the Oratorical Festival.



8/22. Mr. Khalil Samara, Assistant Director, 
presented the Report of the Antiochian Village 
Camping Program on behalf of Fr. Anthony Yazge, 
Director.  Fr. Anthony and Mr. Mark Simon, Assis-
tant Camp Director, appeared before the Assem-
bly via video presentation.

ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE

201 St. Ignatius Trail, Bolivar, PA 15923
Phone: 724-238-9565 Fax: 724-238-6415
E-mail: Campoffi ce@antiochianvillage.org

http://www.antiochianvillage.org/camp

CAMPING PROGRAM REPORT

49th Archdiocesan Convention
July 23–24, 2009

Desert Springs, California

Your Eminence, Your Graces, my Brother Clergy, 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Two years ago, I reported that we expected 825 
campers at the Antiochian Village for the summer of 
2007. In fact, we were blessed with 847 young people 
at camp. In 2008, our numbers increased to 904. As of 
June 8, we are expecting 955 campers in 2009. Fami-
lies are committed to sending their kids to camp more 
than ever. With our “Village at Home” program, we 
have made a conscious effort to visit parishes to meet 
children and parents who could be potential campers. 
We make these visits at the invitation of parish priests. 
As of June 8, our specifi c enrollment is as follows: 

2009 Dates 2009 2008 

Session 1
(one week) 

June 14–21 51 of 53 38 of 50 

Session 1
(two weeks) 

June 14–26 162 of 176 150 of 177 

Session 2 June 28–July 10 245 of 250 244 of 250 

Session 3 July 12–24 235 of 236 221 of 235 

Session 4
(two weeks) 

July 26–Aug 7 249 of 250 240 of 243 

Byzantine
Chanting Camp 

June 14–26 4 of 14 4 of 14 

Iconography 
Camp 

July 12–20 9 of 14 7 of 14 

Family Camp
(Spring)

May 22-25 29 Families 28 Families

   

PROGRAMS
The heart of our program continues to be the Sum-

mer Camp Season, but at the same time Family Camp is 
building a strong tradition. In addition to the successful 
Family Camp held this past Memorial Day weekend, dur-
ing which 16 families already registered for 2010, this 
year we have reinstated a second Family Camp at the 
end of August that is titled Family Camp: Homeschool 
Edition. Although we are targeting homeschooling 
families, we are not limiting it either. Winter Camp con-
tinues to be a bridge for many campers between sum-
mers. Our Sacred Arts Camps (Iconography and Byz-
antine Chant) are wonderful specialized programs for 
high school students. We are getting to the point where 
we don’t have an off-season. Between the months of 
September and May, we are providing programming on 
weekends, as well as running “Village at Home” camps 
in parishes. One of the newer areas of additional pro-
gramming is our Challenge Course for team-building 
encounters that we hold for area schools, businesses 
and fraternal organizations. This area of programming 
has great potential to provide additional revenue, but it 
is dependent on our staffi ng capabilities and the main-
tenance and repair of the course. 

SCHOLARSHIPS
Along with our increased attendance, we have also 

experienced an increase in the demand for scholar-
ship assistance. Last summer, members of the Village 
Council and the Archdiocese Board of Trustees collec-
tively donated over $37,000 in scholarship to supple-
ment the $125,000 given by the Order of St. Ignatius. 
These funds were used for campers at all eight of our 
Archdiocese camping programs. In 2009, the Order of 
St Ignatius very generously raised their contribution to 
$175,000 for camper scholarships. We are continuing 
to look for other sources of scholarship funding and 
will be specifi cally targeting alumni (both counselors 
and campers who have benefi ted from the ministry of 
our camping programs). 

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS
Beyond our programming, attention must always be 

given to the facilities, in an effort to keep the Antiochian 
Village Camp as a premiere camp. We have worked 
hard to make improvements as well as provide regular 
maintenance to the facilities over the past year, using 
our Reserve for Capital Improvements. The following is 
a summary of those improvements and repairs: 

•  Pavilion – new roof, restrooms, resurfacing shed – 
$73,308.81 

• Staff Lounge – added restroom – $2,588.72 
•  Lake Pump – new pump to pump water from the lake 

to the pool – $1,789.00 
• Dining Hall – re-staining – $6,996.50 
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• Signage – start of new building signs – $468.00 
•  Cabin Roofs – new shingles to cabins and buildings 

as mentioned above – $26,485.00 
•  Challenge Course – maintenance and repair – 

$2,220.00 
•  French Drain – around cabins 9 & 10 – $2,450.00 
•  Pick-up Truck – used for Challenge Course & Over-

night programs – $2,500.00 

I want to express my appreciation to His Eminence, 
Metropolitan PHILIP, His Grace Bishop THOMAS, Mr. 
Robert Laham, all the members of the Village Coun-
cil and the many members of the Order of St. Ignatius 
of Antioch for their consistent support of the camp 
program. We are very blessed to have young men and 
women, our seasonal staff, who are willing to give of 
themselves to minister to the children who come to 
camp. It is a pleasure to co-minister at the Antiochian 
Village with Marek Simon, Assistant Camp Director, 
and Paul Finley, Executive Director of the Conference 
and Retreat, and all of our terrifi c staff. It is my plea-
sure and blessing to serve our children and the many 
faithful that come to the Village every year. I hope and 
pray that you will come visit us soon. 

 V. Rev. Anthony G. Yazge
Camp Director 

 
DEPARTMENT OF CAMPING 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America

201 Saint Ignatius Trail, Bolivar, Pennsylvania 15923 
Phone: 724-238-9565, Fax: 724-238-6415 

http://www.antiochian.org/camps 
Report to the General Assembly
of the 49th Convention of the 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian
Archdiocese of North America

July 19–26, 2009 – Desert Springs, California

The Antiochian Archdiocese currently has 8 camping 
programs that minister to our young people. Each camp 
is unique in its characteristics and facility, yet all are 
following the same mission of presenting young people 

with a living experi-
ence of the Ortho-
dox Christian faith. 
Below is a summary 
of each camp in our 
God-protected Arch-
diocese and a brief 
overview of their 
2009 camp season. 

ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE 
Location: near Ligonier, PA 
Camp Director: Fr. Anthony Yazge 
Assistant Camp Director: Marek Simon
Sponsored by Antiochian Archdiocese
Additional Programs: Family Camp, Winter Camp, 
Byzantine Chanting Camp, Iconography Camp 
Web site: www.antiochianvillage.org/camp.html 

CAMP ST. GEORGE 
Location: YMCA Camp Wapsi in Cedar Rapids, IA
Camp Director: Fr. Patrick Kinder 
Sponsored by Diocese of Toledo
Web site: www.campstgeorge.org 
 
CAMP ST. NICHOLAS
Location: St. Nicholas Camp in Frazier 
Park, CA (1 1/2 hours north of Los An-
geles) 
Camp Director: Ms. Katrina Bitar
Sponsored by Southern California Deanery  
New this year: Session 1 is a “Teen Week” for campers 
in grades 7–12. This week will be camp as usual with 
added activities that focus on the needs of  teenagers. 
Web site: www.campstnicholas.com 

CAMP ST. RAPHAEL
Location: YMCA Camp Takatoka, 
Wagoner, Oklahoma (45 minutes to 
Tulsa) 
Camp Director: Fr. James Shadid
Executive Director: Mrs. Gayle Malone 
Sponsored by Diocese of Wichita  
Web site: www.campstraphael.org 

CAMP ST. THEKLA 
Location: Diakonia Center, Salem, 
SC (2 hours to Atlanta, GA, 3 hours 
to Charlotte, NC)
Camp Director: Fr. Philip Rogers
Sponsored by Diocese of Miami
New this year: Camp St. Thekla expanded to two one-
week sessions this year to accommodate the number 
of campers.
Web site: www.campstthekla.org

ST. JOHN SUMMER CAMP
Location: North Star Bible Camp in Willow, AK
(2 hours from Anchorage, AK)
Camp Director: Mr. Kevin Dougherty 
Sponsored by St. John Cathedral, Eagle River, AK. 
Web site: www.stjohnalaska.org/summercamp.html
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CAMP TRANSFIGURATION
Location: Camp Kennebec in Arden, ON (about 2 
hours southwest of Ottawa)
Director: Mr. Alex Younes 
Sponsored by Diocese of Ottawa  
New for 2009: A new facility that is more geographi-
cally central to the churches of the diocese.
Web site: www.camptransfi guration.org 
 
ST. MARY OF EGYPT SUMMER CAMP 
Location: Zephyr Conference Center, Liberty Lake, 
Washington (25 minutes to Spokane, WA) 
Camp Directors: Rick & Helen Robinson 
Sponsored by The Northwest Deanery 
Web site: www.campstmary.org 
 

For the 2009 camping season, the Order of St. Ig-
natius budgeted $175,000 for camper scholarships. 
These scholarships have been distributed to campers 
throughout the eight camping programs in our Arch-
diocese, and have assisted over 700 campers attend 

camp this summer. On behalf of our camps and all of 
the campers, we thank the Order of St. Ignatius for 
their generosity and commitment to help campers at-
tend camp! 

Our camps continue to uphold high standards in 
teaching the faith, in safety, and in supervision, while 
providing a memorable experience for the many young 
people we are called to serve. Our camps are growing in 
size and popularity, and ministering to more and more 
young people each year. Camp St. Thekla expanded to 
a second week this year, and Camp Transfi guration is 
exploring the possibility of expansion for 2010. 

On behalf of all our campers and staff, we offer our 
thanks and appreciation to His Eminence Metropoli-
tan PHILIP, our diocesan hierarchs, and members of 
the Archdiocese Board of Trustees for their vision and 
guidance in providing our young people with an Ortho-
dox Christian camping experience. 

In His Service, 
V. Rev. Anthony G. Yazge

Director Khalil Samara, Assistant Director 

Camp Statistics for the 2009 Season 
  

Antiochian Village  Y  904  954  8  9-17  $700  59  Y  1979  242  330  Y  57.8% 
Camp St. George  Y  80  12+  1  9-17  $300  22  N  2001  100  125  Y  3.5% 
Camp St. Nicholas  Y  236  250  3  7-17  $395  30  Y  1952  96  126  Y  11.6% 
Camp St. Raphael  Y  291  290  2  9-17  $300  36  N  2001  150  190  Y  11.5% 
Camp St. Thekla  Y  105  135  2  9-17  $350  25  Y  2004  105  160  Y  6.8% 
St. John Summer Camp  N  30  35  1  13-17  $225  10  N  1999  60  74  N**  0.7% 
St. Mary of Egypt Camp  N*  64  80  1  8-14  $180  25  N  2004  88  125  Y  3.9% 
Camp Transfi guration  N*  108  120  1  9-17  $425  40  Y  2003  180  220  N**  4.2% 

*These camps have begun the accreditation process for review in 2010. Camp Transfi guration follows the 
standards of the Ontario Camp Association. 
**These camps are insured under the policy of the local parish.
+Because Camp St. George does not take place until mid-August, registration has just begun, and they 
estimate between 80-90 campers will register.  
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Moved by Fr. Michael Abdelahad of Worcester, Massa-
chusetts, and seconded by Fr. Christopher Salamy of Phoe-
nix, Arizona, the Assembly received the report.

8/23. Ms. Kathy Abraham presented the Report 
of the Department of College Ministry on behalf 
of Fr. Anthony Yazge.

DEPARTMENT OF COLLEGE MINISTRY

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
of North America

201 St. Ignatius Trail, Bolivar, PA 15923
Phone: 724–238–9565 Fax: 724–238–6415

E-mail: college@antiochian.org 
Report to the Antiochian Archdiocese Convention

July 23–24, 2009
Desert Spring, California

Your Eminence, Your Graces, my Brother Clergy and 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Christ is in our midst! 
The Department of College Ministry along with the 

North American Student Board is charged with keeping 
our college students connected to the Church and the 
Archdiocese. We are confi dent that there are thousands 
of Antiochian students who are studying in colleges 
and universities across North American. The challenge 
is fi nding out who these young men and women are 
and how we might get in touch with them. Listed below 
are the efforts the department has undertaken this past 
year, through the leadership of its North American Stu-
dent Board (NASB): 

•  Building, cleaning-up and maintaining a database of 
college students throughout the Archdiocese. This 
most crucial element of our ministry has only had 
meager success because we have had little input from 
the parishes. Our Board members attempt to contact 
each parish either directly or with the assistance of 
the bishops of their respective dioceses. We appeal to 
all of our parishes to send to our department a com-
plete list of all students who will be enrolled in col-
lege (both undergraduate and graduate programs) in 
the Fall of 2009. We need their names, home address, 
e-mail address, school they are attending, year in 
school (i.e., Freshman, Sophomore, etc.) and home 
parish. Another means of giving this information is 
an online form, now available at www.antiochian.org/
college. Parishes, priests, parents, and students are 
now able to go online and send us the information. 
Our entire ministry hinges on this fi rst step. Please 
help us keep our young people connected to the life 
of the Church.

 

•  Distribute a gift to all Antiochian college students 
over the Christmas break on behalf of the Fellowship 
of St. John the Divine. 

•  Coordinate an activity for college students at each 
Parish Life Conference and Archdiocese Convention. 

•  Send a monthly diocesan E-newsletter to all Antio-
chian college students. 

•  Work with OCF in the distribution of the Basil Leaf 
Newsletter once each semester. 

•  Promote the ministries of OCF (College Conference, 
Real Break, Project Axios, etc.) to all of the Antio-
chian college students. 
For additional information, visit our Web page on 

the Archdiocese Web site: http://www.antiochian.org/
college

In closing, we would like to take another look at 
the Career Connection program, formerly known 
as the Internship Connection. We know that there 
are many men and women in our Archdiocese who 
have a great deal of knowledge and experience to 
impart to our college students to help them pre-
pare for professional careers and in their spiritual 
lives. If you are able to help, please contact us for 
more information. 

In His Service, 
 V. Rev. Anthony G. Yazge Director 

Moved by Ms. Elsie Nassor of Little Falls, New Jersey, 
and seconded by Ms. Julie Abboud of Little Falls, New Jer-
sey, the Assembly received the report.
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8/24. V. Rev. George Rados, Co-Chairman, and V. 
Rev. Michael Abdelahad (on behalf of Miss Robin 
Nicholas, Co-Chairperson) presented the Report 
of the Department of Charity. 

DEPARTMENT OF CHARITY 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
of North America

49th Archdiocese Convention
July 23–24, 2009

Desert Spring, California

Submitted by Robin Lynn Nicholas
 

The Department of Charity consists of fi ve pro-
grams: 

1. CHILDREN’S RELIEF FUND 
Report submitted by V. Rev. George Rados 

2. WORLDWIDE RELIEF 
A. Four Homes of Mercy, Jerusalem 
B. Deir Natour Project, Tripoli, Lebanon (School for 

mentally challenged children) 
C. St. Elias Orphanage, Tripoli, Lebanon 
D. St. Gregory Orphanage, Damascus, Syria
E. Scholarships to needy Students – Lebanon, Syria, 

Europe, United States
F. Convent of Saidnaya, Syria 
G. Needy people and families within the Patriarchate 

of Antioch
H. Al Kafaat – Hadath, Lebanon (Home for disabled 

adults and children)
I. Needy people and families in Russia, Antiochian 

Bishopric in Moscow 
J. Needy people and families in Jerusalem, Bishop 

ATALLAH Hanna
K. Needy people and families in the Archdiocese of 

Australia, New Zealand, and the Philippines
L. Al Saydah Convent, Lebanon 

M. St. Pantelimon Orphanage, Damascus, Syria
N.  Needy people and families in the Archdiocese of 

Houran, Syria 
O. Guatemalan Orphanage 

3. HUMANITARIAN RELIEF

YEAR CAUSE AMOUNT 
 

2007 
 

Al Kafaat – 
Hadath, Lebanon 

$450,000.00 
 

2008 Balamand Educa-
tional Foundation

$100,000.00

(Several hundreds of thousands of dollars were col-
lected by our parishes and given directly to IOCC) 

* Relief for victims of the war in Gaza, Palestine 

4. SPECIAL PARISH COMMUNITY MINISTRIES 
(Please inform us of your local ministries) 

5. FOOD FOR HUNGRY PEOPLE PROGRAM
A.  World Food Day (Annual Canned Food Drive)

Since 1984 our parishes have reported
distributing 3,083,928 pounds of food!

Many parishes collect and distribute food all year 
long and many parishes have collected and distrib-
uted food, clothing and money but have not report-
ed their generosity. 

B. Food for Hungry People 
For thirty-fi ve years SOYO/The Fellowship of St. John 

the Divine has raised funds to feed their hungry broth-
ers and sisters. 

Since 1975 we have collected and distributed 
$4,014,882.17 

(as of June 19, 2009) 

6. REACHING OUT AROUND THE WORLD 
•  Los Angeles, CA – Children of the Night; Orthodox 

Street & Prison Ministry; Southern California Earth-
quake victims; Lebanese Ladies Cultural Society; 
Covenant House 

•  Pasadena, CA – Union Station Foundation 
• Seattle, WA – New Horizons 
• Detroit, MI – Gleaners Community Food Bank 
• Pittsburgh, PA – Community Food Bank 
•  New York – Covenant House, Under 21; Emmaus 

House 
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• Ethiopia – Famine Relief 
•  Houston, TX – Covenant House, Under 21; North-

west Assistance Ministries 
• Charleston, WV – Samaritan Inn 
•  Montreal – Canadian Syrian Lebanon Ladies Aid So-

ciety; Helping Hand Committee 
•  Yugoslavia – Serbian Orthodox Community of Ko-

sovo 
• Toronto, ON – Covenant House, Under 21 
• Florida – Hurricane Andrew victims 
• Ft. Lauderdale, FL – Covenant House, Under 21 
• Eustis, FL – Teleios Prison Ministry 
• Chile – St. Paul Foundation 
•  Syria – Relief Agency of the Patriarchate; Orthodox 

Relief Service; Archdiocese of Hamma & Lattakia; 
St. Gregory Orthodox Society for Orphans & the El-
derly; Convent of St. Thekla; Orthodox Relief Agency 
– Archdiocese of Homs and Aleppo; Archdiocese of 
Houran; St. Pantelimon Orphanage 

•  Nazareth – Orthodox Aid Society 
•  Jerusalem – Orthodox Aid Society; Four Homes of 

Mercy 
• Kenya – Orthodox Church of Kenya 
• Mozambique – World Vision 
• Uganda – Orthodox Church in Uganda 
•  Mexico – Tacati Shelter Project; Orthodox Church in 

Mexico 
• Armenia – Relief Agency of the Patriarchate 
• Cambodia – Relief Fund 
• Cleveland, OH – St. Herman’s Monastery 
• Guatemala – Covenant House, Under 21 
• Ghana – Orthodox Church in Ghana 
•  Lebanon – Project Parrainage of Beirut; Shreen Al-

Matn; American University of Beirut; Beirut Univer-
sity College; Orthodox Relief Service; Archdiocese of 
Akkar, Beirut, Mt. Lebanon, Zahleh, Tripoli, Tyre and 
Sidon; Orthodox Community, Maryjoon; St. George 
Orthodox Hospital, Beirut; Deir Natour Project, Trip-
oli; Dhour Cheweir Hospital; Oasis of Joy School; 
Deir Natour Monastery; Old Age Home, Douma; 
Women’s Renaissance Gathering; Rene Mouawad 
Foundation; FISTA 

•  Pawtucket – Rhode Island Food Bank 
•  Wichita, KS – Venture House; Operation Recovery; 

HopeNet 
• Brazil – La da Crianco Menino Jesus 
• Nigeria – Holy Brethren School 
•  Palestine – Orthodox Relief Agency; United Palestin-

ian Appeal, Inc. 
• Beaumont, TX – Some Other Place 
•  Oklahoma City, OK – Daily Bread Ministries; Bomb-

ing victims; Feed the Children
•  Homestead, PA – Methodist School of Social Ser-

vices 

• Georgetown – The Jerusalem Fund 
• West Bank – Beit Jala Society for the Aged 
• Brunswick, GA – MAP International 
•  Russia – Relief Agency of the Patriarchate, Archdio-

cese of Moscow 
•  Worcester, MA – Orthodox Food Ministries; Interfaith 

Coalition for the Homeless
• Baghdad & Kuwait – Orthodox Relief Agency 
•  Lompoc, CA – St. Timothy’s Food for Hungry People 

program 
•  Costa Mesa, CA – Orange County Interfaith Shelter 
• Tucson, AZ – Primavera Foundation 
• Portland, OR – Flood victims 
• Romania – St. Nicholas Orphanage 
• Souderton, PA – The King’s Jubilee 
•  Salina, KS – All Saints Church, Christmas Food Pro-

gram; Ashby House 
•  St. Augustine – Orthodox Christian Mission Center 
• Ligonier, PA – Fairfi eld Township Fire Dept 
• Anderson, SC – Angel Food Ministries 
• New Jersey – Center for Food Action 
•  Australia – Archdiocese of Australia, New Zealand 

and the Philippines 
•  Ellwood City, PA – Orthodox Monastery of the Trans-

fi guration 
We are now witnessing the world of hunger, poverty 

and homelessness in our own neighborhoods. Hunger 
is one of the world’s most pressing problems, affecting 
over one billion people, and next year it is projected 
that hunger will affect 4.5 million people in the United 
States alone. Behind this grim statistic are children and 
families loved by God, who are deprived of their right 
to a full life because they do not have enough to eat. 
Whenever there is a need to help anyone, or any emer-
gency, we are there to help. Over the years we have 
extended ourselves to thousands of men, women and 
children in an attempt to improve their lives and help 
alleviate their suffering. 

God bless you and thank you again for caring and 
sharing a part of your lives with those less fortunate 
than ourselves. 

You make a living with what you earn. You make 
a life with what you give. 
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REPORT OF THE 
CHILDREN’S RELIEF FUND 

Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese
of North America

49th Archdiocese Convention
July 23–24, 2009

Desert Spring, California

V. Rev. George M. Rados, Director July 2009 
“Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless,
Maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed
Rescue the weak and needy, deliver them from 

the hands of the wicked.”
Psalm 82: 3-4 

Beloved Hierarchs, Reverend Brothers, Esteemed 
Board Members, and Brothers and Sisters in Christ.

I greet you in the name of our beloved Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ.

The Children’s Relief Fund is only one of the many 
charities to which our Archdiocese addresses itself. It 
is unique, however, in so far as it is a personal relation-
ship between sponsor and sponsored.

Since its inception in 1983, the Children’s Relief 
Fund has distributed more than two million dollars in 
scholarships to needy school-age children in Lebanon. 
Presently we are supporting 313 children. Once again, 
I would like to recommend that every church in this 
Archdiocese support at least one child. 

While a few churches are sponsoring several chil-
dren through their organizations, the greater majority 
are not sponsoring any children as you can see from 
this report. It is my hope that all of our clergy encour-
age greater participation in this most worthy cause. If 
you fi nd any errors in this report, please bring them 
to my attention. Once again, I would like to thank ev-
eryone whose gifts and prayers have made CRF what 
it is today.

Respectfully submitted, 
Fr. George M. Rados 

Dates in brackets indicate the year sponsorships 
began.

ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHURCHES 
LADIES SOCIETIES
Holy Resurrection, Johnson City, TN (2004)
St. Elijah, Oklahoma City, OK (1986)
St. George, Houston, TX (2005)
St. George of Boston, MA (1983)
St. George, Richmond Hill, Ont (1989)
St. Ignatius, Franklin, TN (1988)
St. John The Evangelist, PA (2006)
St. Luke, Garden Grove, CA (1987)
St. Mark, Youngstown, OH (1986)
St. Mary, Chamsburg, PA (1998)

St. Mary, Johnstown, PA (1984)
St. Mary, Montreal, Canada (2008)
St. Mary, Missssauga, Canada (2007)
St. Nicholas, Cedarbug, WI (2007)
Ss Peter & Paul, Potomac, MD (1984)
St. Timothy, Lompoc, CA (1986)
St. Stephen’s, Hiram, GA (2004)

OTHER CHURCH ORGANIZATIONS 
Humanitarian Committee of Pittsburgh (1987)
Order of St. Ignatius, Dedham, MA (2007))
Phoenicians, Canton, OH (1986
St. Elias Society, Ottowa (1986)
St. George Adult Fellowship, MA (1987)
St. George Charitable, IN (1983)
St. George Sunday School, NE (1995)
St. George Sunday School, Ont (1997)
St. George Golf Committee, Houston, TX (2005)
St. Mary Sunday School, Sterling Heights, MI
(2007)
Ss. Peter & Paul Men’s Club, MD (2004)

FELLOWSHIP OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 
St. Antonios Church, Canada (2004)
St. John Damascus, Dedham, MA (1984)
St. Mary’s Fellowship, W. Palm Beach, FL 1987)
St. Peter & Paul, Potomac, MD (1987)
St. George, Charleston, WV (1987)
Peter & Paul Men’s Club, MD (2004)
Antiochian Women, Can AM, NY (1987)
Antiochian Women, St. Helen, TX (1984)
Antiochian Women, Santa Fe, NM (1988)
Antiochian Women, SE, Gaston, SC (2003)
Antiochian Women, Emmaus, PA (2007)
New England Antiochian Women (1984)
Ladies Golden Links Society, MI (1987)
Ladies of St. George, Spring Valley, MI (1987)
Ladies of St. Mary, Brooklyn, NY (1988)
Ladies of St. Mary, Cambridge, MA (1987)
Ladies Society, W. Roxbury, MA (1987)
Ladies Society of St. George, NY (2003)
Ladies Society of St. George, NJ (1987)
Myrr Bearers, Bloomington, IN (2005)
St. Anthony’s Women’s Guild, NJ (1987)
Shums Il-Bur Club, WV (1984)
St. Elijah Ladies, Oklahoma City, OK (1983)
St. George Aide Society, Indianapolis, IN (1987)
St. George Aide Society, Allentown, PA (1984)
St. George Ladies, Terre Haute, IN (1984)
St. George Guild, Cicero, IL (1987)
St. George Guild, Cleveland, OH (1984)
St. George Guild, Charleston, WV (1988)
St. George Guild, Portland, OR (1997)
St. George Society, Phoenix, AZ (1983)
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St. George Society, W. St. Paul, MN (1983)
St. George Society, Norwood, MA (1987)
St. George Women’s, Worcester, MA (1993)
St. George Society, Houston, TX (2005)
St. John Chrysostom, Ft. Wayne, IN (1993)
St. Mary’s Society, Atlanta, GA (1987)
St. Michael’s Guild, Greensburg, PA (1988)
St. Michael’s Guild, Van Nuys, CA (1984)
St. Nicholas Cathedral Hamelat Il-Tib, Brooklyn, NY 
(1983)
St. Nicholas Cathedral, Los Angeles, CA (1987)
Ss. Peter & Paul, Potomac, MD (1986)
Virgin Mary Society, Dedham, MA (1986)
Virgin Mary Society, Yonkers, NY (2007)
Women of St. George, MS (1983)
Women of St. George, Niagara Falls, NY
Women’s Group of St. Stephen, NJ (2???) 

TEEN SOYO 
St. George, Akron, OH (2002)
St. George, Altoona, PA (2003)
St. George, Little Falls, NJ (1987)
St. George, Lowell, MA (2008)
St. George, Pittsburgh, PA (1989)
St. George, Houston, TX (2005)
St. Nicholas, Brooklyn, NY (1983)
Ss. Peter & Paul, Potomac, MD (1983)
St. Philip, Edmonton, Canada (2005)

SPONSORSHIP DISBURSEMENTS

Year Amount $ Year Amount $

1983 3,800 1996 81,050

1984 16,350 1997 102,300

1985 32,950 1998 74,850

1986 55,000 1999 100,859

1987 97,650 2000 85,950

1988 112,221 2001 78,995

1989 132,835 2002 79,775

1990 131,130 2003 63,500

1991 128,077 2004 75,000

1992 114,145 2005 81,000

1993 111,550 2006 88,000

1994 61,800 2007 90,000

1995 97,700 2008 100,050

SPONSORSHIPS
Total Number of Children Sponsored in 2008 = 313

Number of new children sponsored by year:
1993  31 2001 30
1994  24 2002 18
1995  23 2003 20
1996  22 2004 65
1997  24 2005 43
1998  27 2006 34
1999  28 2007 19
2000  32 2008 49

DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN BY ARCHDIOCESES 
IN LEBANON

 2003 2006 2007 2008
Region Number % Number % Number % Number %
Akkar 12 5.8 44 15.8 50 17.5 56 17.9
Beirut 51 24.7 45 16.2 41 14.3 42 13.4
Mt. Lebanon 105 51.0 110 39.60 112 39.2 113 36.1
Tripoli/Koura 35 17.0 41 14.70 41 14.3 43 13.7
Zahle/Bekaa 2 1.0 27 9.70 28 9.8 36 11.5
Marjayoun 1 0.5 11 4.00 12 4.2 21 6.7
Palestine     2 0.7 2 0.60
TOTAL 206 100 240 100 286 100 313 100
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NUMBER OF SPONSORED ORGANIZATIONS/
INDIVIDUALS BY STATE

 Individual Sponsors Church Related Sponsors
State/Country 1987 2008 1987 2008
Canada 21 14 12 7
Alaska — 1 1 —
Arizona 1 1 3 1
California 32 22 10 4
Colorado 1 — — —
Connecticut 3 1 5 —
D. Columbia 1 — 1 —
Florida 6 9 5 1
Georgia 1 3 — —
Idaho — 1 — —
Illinois 6 3 — 2
Iowa 2 1 ——
Indiana 5 7 2 5
Kansas 1 3 2 —
Kentucky — 2 — —
Louisiana 2 1 6 11
Massachusetts 17 16 1 —
Maryland 4 10 5 5
Michigan 14 14 5 2
Minnesota 1 1 2 1
Mississippi — 1 2 1
Nebraska — 1 — 1
Nevada 1 — 1 —
New Hampshire 2 2 — —
New Jersey 6 4 7 4
New Mexico — 2 — 1
New York 9 10 9 7
North Carolina — 1 — —
Ohio 7 7 6 4
Oklahoma 2 2 3 2
Oregon — 2 — 1
Pennsylvania 10 8 11 9
Rhode Island 1 — 1 —
South Carolina 2 1 — 1
South Dakota — 1 — —
Tennessee — — — 2
Texas 4 9 6 5
Utah — 1 — —
Virginia 6 14 2 —
Washington 1 3 — —
Wisconsin — 1 1 1
West Virginia 1 2 2 3
TOTAL 170 183 111 84

YEAR SPONSORSHIP BEGAN

  # of New Sponsors # still active in 2008
 1983 66 15
 1984 145 22
 1985 28 2
 1986 15 17
 1987 264 29
 1988 42 8
 1989 8 7
 1990 — —
 1991 27 1
 1992 1 —
 1993 34 4
 1994 23 2
 1995 24 3
 1996 21 1
 1997 19 8
 1998 25 6
 1999 26 9
 2000 20 4
 2001 13 5
 2002 18 7
 2003 19 10
 2004 21 15
 2005 38 23
 2006 30 20
 2007 36 23
 2008 25 25
 TOTAL 1,078 267

Moved by Fr. Peter Gillquist of Santa Barbara, Califor-
nia, and seconded by Fr. Patrick Kinder of Madison, Wis-
consin, the Assembly received the report.

The General Assembly recessed at 4:35 p.m. 
and reconvened under the chairmanship of Met-
ropolitan PHILIP at 10:30 a.m. on Friday.

The President and Secretary of Teen SOYO present-
ed a photo book to Metropolitan PHILIP for his 50th 
Anniversary in appreciation of his continuing love and 
support.
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8/25. Mrs. Joan Farha, President, presented the 
Report of the Fellowship of St. John the Divine.

NORTH AMERICAN COUNCIL
FELLOWSHIP OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE

President’s Report
Archdiocese General Assembly

July 23–24, 2009

The NAC Fellowship is comprised of the NAC offi cers, 
spiritual advisor, coordinators and three delegates from 
each of the Diocesan Fellowships, typically including the 
president and spiritual advisor. While the actual people 
sitting at the council table change from year to year, the 
dedication and faithfulness individually and collectively 
remain constant. 

The NAC develops and oversees a number of projects 
that can be applied at the parish, diocese and archdio-
cese level. For the past three years we have focused our 
efforts on Missions/Outreach/Evangelism, Unity, and 
Spiritual Renewal. Highlights of our activities include 
the following developments: 

•  Food For Hungry People is celebrating its 35th 
anniversary of giving. Robin Nicholas has served 
faithfully as coordinator for the past 33 years. 

•  St. Philip’s Prayer Discipline, coordinated by Fr. Jo-
seph Huneycutt, has developed its own Web site, 
stphilipsprayerdiscipline.org. It can also be ac-
cessed through the Fellowship’s page on the Arch-
diocese Web site. 

•  Donations for Food for Hungry People and St. Phil-
ip’s Prayer Discipline can now be made online. 

•  Missions/Outreach/Evangelism – After two fruitful 
mission trips to Alaska, the NAC Fellowship is now 
working on a trip for 2010 to Lebanon. Watch the 
Web site for further details. 

•  “Saints Alive” Lenten Book Series is in its second 
year. The current series is “Missionaries, Monks and 
Martyrs.” The series is comprised of a book of the 
same title plus fi ve others on contemporary saints 
and holy people. These include Saint Raphael of 
Brooklyn; St. Innocent of Alaska; St. Seraphim of 
Sarov; St. Luke, the Blessed Surgeon; and Mother 
Maria Skobtsova. We are grateful to Eighth Day 
Books for their assistance in selecting and securing 
the books. Future series information will be mailed 
to each parish and will be available on the Web site. 

•  Bulletin Inserts – The NAC continues to produce 
bulletin inserts 2–4 times per year highlighting de-
partments and organizations of this Archdiocese. 
We ask the clergy and Fellowship contacts to please 
include them in your Sunday bulletins, monthly 
newsletters or church bulletin boards. 

•  *Ncense CD – We are underwriting the second CD 
from these young men of the Church entitled “Ris-
ing From The East.” *Ncense is donating proceeds 
from the CD to Orthodox camping programs. 

•  20/40 Ministries – We continue to plan and promote 
pan-Orthodox young adult retreats. 

•  Archdiocese Oratorical and Bible Bowl Festivals – 
New this year, the Senior Division Oratorical winner 
in each Diocese Festival will win a scholarship to 
Hellenic College of up to $60,000. Please plan to at-
tend the Bible Bowl on Wednesday evening at 8:00 
and the Oratorical on Saturday morning at 10:30 at 
the Convention. 

•  Elections will be held for the offi cers of the NAC 
(President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasur-
er) at the NAC meeting Wednesday, July 22, at the 
Convention. 

It has been a blessing to serve as president of this 
organization for the past four years. I am grateful to God 
for allowing me to work with these loving, God-fearing 
people. To all of them and to each of you I offer my 
thanks for your support, love and prayers. Please con-
tinue to pray for the Fellowship as we strive to serve the 
Lord and His Holy Church. 

In Christ, 
Joan Farha 

Mrs. Farha presented a gift to Metropolitan PHILIP 
on behalf of the Fellowship of St. John as a token of 
their love and appreciation.

Mrs. Farha recognized the outgoing offi cers, Vice-Pres-
ident Jane Tadros, Treasurer Robert Bayouk and Secre-
tary Linda Simon, and she introduced the new offi cers, 
President Jane Tadros, Vice-President Justin Elkhouri, 
Treasurer Mark Morrow, Secretary Kyra Pelachik, and the 
Very Rev. Fr. Christopher Salamy as Spiritual Advisor.

Moved by Jane Tadros of Little Falls, New Jersey, and 
seconded by the Diocesan Presidents of the Fellowship of 
St. John the Divine, the Assembly received the report.

Metropolitan PHILIP presented a Certifi cate of Meri-
torious Service to Ms. Farha in recognition of her con-
sistent and exceptional service to the church.

The Word   71



8/26. Mr. Daniel Abraham, Chairman, presented 
the Report of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch.  
Mr. Abraham introduced the new DVD presenta-
tion of the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch.

THE ORDER OF ST. IGNATIUS 
OF ANTIOCH

Antiochian Archdiocese Convention
July 23 – 24, 2009

Desert Springs, California 
Report to the General Assembly 

“Train a child in the way he should go and he will 
never depart from it.” 

Kathy and I have been blessed with parents who 
trained us to go on the path of our faith. It is through 
the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch that we have been 
able to train others in the way they should go. 

Serving as Chair for the Order of St. Ignatius has 
been a humbling experience; humbling because other 
people heard my words and joined the Order. They had 
faith that I would not lead them down the wrong path. 

Since we last gathered in Montreal, 377 have joined 
our spiritual movement. Our total number will surpass 
4,000 by the end of this convention. 324 of the 4,000 
are Life Members; their contribution will continue in 
perpetuity because we only disperse the interest on an 
annual basis. These numbers mean that $1.5 million is 
now dispersed annually. Since its inception, the Order 
has helped others with amounts totaling $25 million. 

Our commitment to our youth and the future of our 
Archdiocese was a founding tenet of the Order and I am 

pleased to state that this commitment continued un-
der my watch. From the early childhood years through 
adulthood the Order stood side by side with our young 
people to help them know the path they should go. 

•  Camp Scholarships increased from $125,000 to 
$175,000 because we heard the plea of many in need 
during these challenging economic times. When the 
economy fell down, the Order stood up! 

•  The Order supports our teens by sponsoring their 
annual Leadership program, in which they learn how 
to be leaders from an Orthodox perspective. We give 
not only our funds, but our time as well. We teach by 
our actions. 

•  College Conference scholarships continue so our col-
lege students could meet, pray together, and socialize 
with their fellow Orthodox. 

•  The Order supports Orthodox Campus Fellowship so 
our Orthodox faith will have a strong presence on our 
college campuses, where temptations to stray can be 
great. 

•  Married seminarians receive a small token of our ap-
preciation for committing their lives to their Lord. 

Our Clergy Housing Allowance continues with an an-
nual contribution of $200,000. One of the joys of be-
ing Chair is receiving letters of thanks from widowed 
spouses who often depend solely on their monthly sti-
pend. 

Our outreach goes beyond our Archdiocese. Many 
Antiochian faithful have committed themselves to help-
ing others locally. The Order supports many of these 
worthy projects as seed money so others may learn and 
follow. 

I am delighted to introduce as a formal part of the 
Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch our “Legacy Program.” 
The Order has developed opportunities for Antiochian 
Orthodox to continue the membership of our deceased 
and even those with fi nancial inability. When death 
comes the number of our members is reduced, and 
consequently the resources of the Order suffer. In or-
der to secure the future of the Order and to maintain 
the legacy of our beloved members within their house-
holds, a spouse, a child, or a grandchild can now have 
the honor of keeping the name of their beloved de-
ceased member “alive” in the roster of the members of 
the Order of St. Ignatius. The torch that our deceased 
members have carried with distinction and honor can 
now continue to shine and their legacy live on. Metro-
politan PHILIP inducted our fi rst formal legacy mem-
ber in Grand Rapids on September 21, 2008. A convert 
and devoted member of the Order succumbed to can-
cer a few years ago. When asked if she would join the 
Order, his wife agreed, but “only if I can continue my 
husband’s commitment, for he set an example for our 

72   The Word



family.” Her 16-year-old son stepped forward to receive 
the Cross from His Eminence in a most touching mo-
ment in the life of the Order and in the life of St. George 
Parish. What is even more touching is that she went 
one step further and without any fanfare sent her check 
for $15,000 so her husband could be recognized as a 
Life Member. This is not about money. It is about love 
for her family and her faith. 

The Governing Council is pleased to introduce to all 
Antiochians our new DVD that brings to life the “Mir-
acle of The Order.” What is even more special is that 
now our young adults, who enjoyed the benefi ts the 
Order brought to their lives, produced, narrated, and 
provided the musical background for this video. They 
wanted to give back so those who follow will have the 
same opportunity. 

We are also introducing our new pamphlet, titled, 
“Everything You Need to Know about The Order of 
St. Ignatius.” It answers many questions we are often 
asked about what the Order is, where the money goes, 
and how one can participate. 

I have a confession to make. I am often asked if I 
get paid. I must be honest and say Yes. My payment 
however is in spiritual renewal. I see teens mature as 
leaders. I receive a heartfelt thank-you from a seminar-
ian stretching his income for the opportunity to serve 
his Lord. I witness the change in our young people as 
they give up spring break for “Real Break,” where they 
do missionary work instead of playing on the beach. No 
amount of money could compensate me for what the 
Lord has given me. 

The Order of St. Ignatius challenges us to a new di-
mension of service. It is an opportunity to participate 
in our mission to promulgate the teachings of our Lord. 
Our spiritual commitment grows stronger. Yes, you will 
change for the better by joining. Open your heart and 
mind and believe. God gives us the strength to give 
more when we thought we had no more to give. We 
change as human beings because of our commitment 
to Christ. Someday, we all must go through the eye of 
the needle! 

“We make a living by what we get; we make a life by 
what we give.” 

Respectfully submitted, 
 Daniel Abraham,Chair 

Moved by Fr. Joseph Shaheen of Naples, Florida, and 
seconded by Ms. Darlene Haddad of Cicero, Illinois, the 
Assembly received the report.

Dr. Andrew Geleris of San Dimas, California, con-
gratulated the Order on its vision and work and called 
for more fi nancial transparency.  Ms. Rachel Philips 
of Hiram, Georgia, thanked the Order for funding this 

week’s Teen Leadership Training.  Fr. Fouad Saba of Ci-
cero, Illinois, congratulated His Eminence and thanked 
him as a recent seminary graduate for supporting 
theological education and married seminarians.  Met-
ropolitan PHILIP also acknowledged the Antiochian 
Women for their support of married seminarians.  Fr. 
Anthony Gabriel of Montreal, Quebec, fi rst Chaplain of 
the Order, expressed his gratitude for His Eminence’s 
leadership.  Dr. Fred Milkie of Los Angeles, California, 
thanked the Order on behalf of St. Innocent Orphan-
age and Project Mexico.  Dr. Ray Rishwain of Stockton, 
California, past Chairman of the Order, thanked Dan 
and Kathy Abraham for their work and dedication.  Fr. 
Elie Touma of St. Laurent, Quebec, expressed grati-
tude to the Order for helping mission priests attend 
the Archdiocese Convention.  Kh. Maggie Hock of the 
Department of Marriage and Family Life thanked the 
Order for providing half of her department’s budget.  
Metropolitan PHILIP thanked Mr. Abraham on behalf 
of the Board of Trustees and the clergy.

8/27. Metropolitan PHILIP delivered his Mes-
sage to the 49th Archdiocese Convention.  The 
Metropolitan’s message appeared in the Septem-
ber 2009 issue of The WORD magazine.

Protosyngellos Paul Doyle spoke on behalf of the 
clergy to thank His Eminence for all the work he has 
done, especially with respect to the Retired Clergy 
Housing Fund.  On behalf of the retired clergy and their 
wives, he thanked Metropolitan PHILIP for starting the 
fund; he thanked the Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch 
and the Antiochian Women for their generous support, 
as well as all individual donors.

8/28(a). Mr. Robert Laham, Treasurer and Chair-
man of the Department of Finance, presented the 
Annual Financial Report for the Fiscal Year Ended 
January 31, 2009.  Mr. Laham recommended to 
the Board of Trustees and the General Assembly 
that there be an audit of the Archdiocese.
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Ms. Darlene Haddad of Cicero, Illinois, moved 
acceptance of the report, seconded by Mr. Christo-
pher Holwey of Joliet, Illinois.

The Chair permitted extensive discussion of the re-
port, including
•  Fr. John Mashburn’s support of an audit, which 

would most benefi t those responsible for fi nancial re-
porting, including the Metropolitan and the Board of 
Trustees, and would allay any suspicions;

•  Fr. Mashburn’s response to the Metropolitan’s ques-
tion that the scope of an audit need not include the 
parishes, but the fi nancial statements of the Archdio-
cese alone;

•  Metropolitan NIKITAS’s comment that the parishes 
in the Greek Archdiocese must have an internal and 
external audit conducted by a parish committee, then 
an outside fi rm;

•  Mr. Matthew Spinolo’s estimate of $85,000 per year 
for a three-year audit contract and Fr. Christopher 
Salamy’s report of a recently completed external au-
dit at a cost of approximately $17,000;

•  Mr. Fawal El Khoury’s mention of an audit currently 
being conducted for the Balamand Foundation;

•  Deacon Chancellor Sayegh’s observation that pursu-
ant to Article IV, Section 3, of the Archdiocese Con-
stitution, all administrative authority is vested in the 
Metropolitan Archbishop and the Board of Trustees; 
therefore a motion from the fl oor for an audit would 
not be in order;

•  Dr. Fred Milkie’s comment that external audits cost 
$20,000 for Project Mexico and St. Ignatius Orphan-
age;

•  Ms. Samia Habib’s concern that fi nancial reports 
were confi scated at the door and that others were 
taken from people in the room, to which Deacon 
Chancellor replied that the reports were an unauthor-
ized distribution of a publication;

•  Fr. Anthony Sabbagh’s warning that an audit could 
cost millions and cause headaches on the basis of an 
accusation that is not justifi ed;

•  Mr. Laham’s observation that the Archdiocese has an 
excellent system of checks and balances;

•  Metropolitan PHILIP’S comment that he was sad-
dened to hear that some people were trying to dis-
seminate unauthorized information, and his brief ver-
bal outline of the assets of the Archdiocese, including 
the Chancery offi ces and the Antiochian Village;

•  Fr. Elias Bitar’s support of a full audit in order to vin-
dicate and justify the Metropolitan’s blessed leader-
ship in the Archdiocese’s growth and development;

•  Mr. George Khouri’s deploring unfounded allegations 
on Web sites and his infi nite trust in the Board of 
Trustees and the Metropolitan based on past perfor-
mance;

•  Bishop MARK’s endorsement of an audit in order to 
restore confi dence and bring healing, and his recom-
mendations for standardized accounting practices 
for parishes and random audits for parishes with as-
sets over $2 million;

•  Bishop ANTOUN’s observation about the enormity 
of the work that has taken place in the Archdiocese 
headquarters dating back to the work of the late Mr. 
Theodore Mackoul;

•  Deacon Chancellor’s statement that the decision to 
consider an audit as well as its nature and scope will 
be made by the Metropolitan Archbishop and the 
Board of Trustees, hence any further comment would 
be out of order.

The General Assembly received the report by standing vote.

8/28(b). Mr. Robert Laham presented the pro-
posed budget for the fi scal year ending January 
31, 2011.
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ANTIOCHIAN ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN ARCHDIOCESE OF NORTH AMERICA
BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR ENDING JANUARY 31, 2011

BUDGET EXPENDITURES Budget Budget Difference
A. Theological Education 2010 2011
 1. Seminarians — Tuition, Room, Board and Allowance 250,000 250,000
 2. Balamand Theological Academy and
  Theological Seminaries 90,000 90,000
 3. Antiochian House of Studies 25,000 30,000 5,000
 4. St. Stephen Course of Studies and Master’s Program 150,000 150,000
  Total Theological Education 515,000 520,000 5,000

B. Other Related Expenditures
 1. Retired Clergy Housing Allowance 250,000 250,000
 2. Contributions for and within the Patriarchate 25,000 25,000
 3. SCOBA, and Chritian Churches Together 7,000 7,000
 4. The Fellowship of St. John, SOYO and Antiochian Women 15,000 6,000 -9,000
 5. Antiochian Women 150,000 150,000
 6. Charities —
  (a) Food for Hungry People 150,000 150,000
  (b) Children’s Relief Fund 80,000 80,000                      
  Total Related Expenditures 677,000 668,000 -9,000

C. Archdiocese Departments
 1. Youth Ministry 182,000 183,000 1,000
 2. College Ministry 30,000 30,000
 3. Orthodox Christian Education 134,000 134,000
 4. Sacred Music 42,000 42,000
 5. Mission Support and Development 150,000 150,000
 6. Planning and Future Development 100,000 100,000
 7. Missions and Evangelism 350,000 350,000
 8. Information and Media Relations 15,000 15,000
 9. Orthodox Christian Books & Publications 165,000 165,000
 10. The WORD Publication 290,000 300,000 10,000
 11. Conciliar Media Ministries 15,000 15,000
 12. Continuing Pastoral Education 7,000 7,000
 13. Marriage and Parish Family Ministries 68,000 68,000
 14. Internet Ministries 200,000 200,000
 15. Camping 35,000 30,000 -5,000
 16. Liturgics 17,000 17,000
 17. Western Rite Vicariate 8,000 13,000 5,000
 18. Interfaith 7,000 7,000
 19. Ancient Faith Radio  10,000 10,000
 20. Other Departments and Standing Committees 18,000 20,000 2,000
  Total Departments 1,833,000 1,856,000 23,000

D. Maintenance of Archdiocese Headquarters (Note 1) 680,000 697,000 17,000
E. Insurance 50,000 50,000
F. Metropolitan’s Allowance and Offi ce 80,000 80,000
G. Bishops’ Stipends and Benefi ts (Note 2) 420,000 445,000 25,000
H. Part-time Secretary help for Bishops 75,000 75,000
I. Chanceries (Note 3) 195,000 200,000 5,000
J. Local Synod Meeting Expenses 15,000 15,000
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K. St. Athanasius Academy 35,000 35,000
L. Antiochian Village (Note 4) 340,000 380,000 40,000
M. Heritage and Learning Center (Note 5) 265,000 265,000
N. Other Special Projects — Order of St. Ignatius (Note 6) 187,000 184,000 -3,000
O. Conversion of Canadian Dollars into US Dollars 10,000 25,000 15,000
P. Miscellaneous and Contingencies 35,000 35,000
  Total D through P 2,387,000 2,486,000 99,000
TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENDITURES 5,412,000 5,530,000 118,000

BUDGETED SOURCES OF RECEIPTS
A. From the Parishes and Missions
 1. Parish Receipts 2,150,000 2,150,000
 2. Tithing Parishes 400,000 400,000
 3. Archdiocese Seminarian Fund (Orthodoxy Sunday) 55,000 55,000
 4. Patriarchate Fund (Palm Sunday) 55,000 55,000
 5. Theological Seminaries Fund (October Month) 55,000 55,000
  Total from Parishes and Missions 2,715,000 2,715,000            0

B. From Individuals
 1. For the General Fund 400,000 350,000 -50,000
 2. For The WORD Magazine 15,000 15,000
 3. For Other Funds and Special Charities 55,000 50,000 -5,000
 4. For Antiochian Women, Fellowship of St. John
  and Teen SOYO 5,000 5,000
  Total from Individuals 475,000 420,000 -55,000

C. From the Archdiocese Conventions and Organizations
 1. The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch (Note 7) 1,268,000 1,288,000 20,000
 2. Antiochian Women 150,000 150,000
 3. From the Fellowship of St. John and SOYO
  (a) Registration Fees 35,000 35,000
  (b) Food for Hungry People 150,000 150,000
  Total Item 3 185,000 185,000             0
 4. Archdiocese Convention 60,000 0 -60,000
 5. Department of Charities — Children’s Relief Fund 80,000 80,000
 6. Mission Councils 80,000 80,000
  Total C 1,823,000 1,783,000 -40,000

D. Other Archdiocese Receipts
 1. Balamand Theological Education 50,000 50,000
 2. Sale of Orthodox Books and Publictions 180,000 180,000
 3. Subscriptions to The WORD Magazine 4,000 4,000
 4. St. Stephen’s Course of Studies and Master’s Program 180,000 180,000
 5. Miscellaneous 5,000 5,000
  Total Other Receipts 419,000 419,000                0

TOTAL BUDGETED SOURCES OF RECEIPTS —
 Items A through D 5,432,000 5,337,000 -95,000
TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENDITURES — Page 1 5,412,000 5,530,000 118,000
EXCESS OF BUDGETED RECEIPTS OVER EXPENDITURES      20,000    -193,000    -213,000

NOTES TO BUDGET
Note 1 — Maintenance and Operations of Archdiocese Headquarters
Offi ce Staff Salaries  250,000 250,000
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Medical Health, Life Insurance and Social Security 170,000 170,000
Household (including Housekeeper’s and Cook’s wages) 110,000 110,000
Utlities (telephone, gas, electricity, oil heating) 40,000 45,000 5,000
Postage  15,000 20,000 5,000
Repairs and Maintenance 45,000 50,000 5,000
Capital Improvements  10,000 10,000
Offi ce Supplies  13,000 13,000
Automobile Expense (gas, oil, repairs, insurance, etc.) 115,000 15,000
Sewer Charges and Cottage Real Estate Taxes 12,000 14,000 2,000
Total  680,000 697,000 17,000

Note 2 — Bishops’ Stipends and Benefi ts
Bishops’ Stipends 345,000 365,000 20,000
Medical, Health and Life Insurance 75,000 80,000 5,000
Total  420,000 445,000 25,000

Note 3 — Chanceries
Chancery in Toledo 35,000 35,000
Chancery in Los Angeles 45,000 50,000 5,000
Chancery in Wichita 40,000 40,000
Chancery in Miami 30,000 20,000 -10,000
Chancery in Montreal 20,000 30,000 10,000
Chancery in Charleston 20,000 30,000 10,000
Total  195,000 200,000 5,000

Note 4 — Antiochian Village Camp
From the Order of St. Ignatius
 Summer Camp Scholarships 135,000 175,000 40,00
 Special Olympics 8,000 8,000
From the Archdiocese General Fund
 Camp Improvements 100,000 100,000
 Operations Defi cit 30,000 30,000
 Camp Subsidy 67,000 67,000
Total  340,000 380,000 40,000

Note 5 — Heritage and Learning Center
From the Order of St. Ignatius
 Purchase of Library Books 10,000 10,000
 Museum Development 20,000 20,000
 Grants for Departmental Meetings 30,000 30,000
From Archdiocese General Fund
 Museum Operations 100,000 100,000
 Operation of Library 15,000 15,000
 Reserve for Capital Improvements 80,000 80,000
 Heritage and Learning Center Subsidy 10,000 10,000
Total  265,000 265,000           0

Note 6 — Other Special Projects
The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch
Task Force for Jerusalem 15,000 15,000
College Conferences 25,000 25,000
Orthodox Christian Prison Ministries 15,000 0 -15,000
Project Mexico 15,000 10,000 -5,000
IOCC  25,000 25,000
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Clergy Symposium and Convention Assistance 35,000 35,000
Youth Workers Conference and SOYO Leadership Training 24,000 24,000
Other Projects 33,000 50,000 17,000
Total  187,000 184,000 -3,000

Note 7 — Order of St. Ignatius
Heriage and Learning Center
 (a) Library Books 10,000 10,000
 (b) Museum Operations 20,000 20,000
Antiochian Village
 (a) Summer Camp Scholarships 135,00 175,000 40,000
 (b) SOYO Special Olympics 8,000 8,000
Retired Clergy Housing Allowance 200,000 200,000
Christian Education Fund 40,000 40,000
Parish Development 25,000 25,000
Youth Ministry 120,000 120,000
Archdiocese Administrative Services 125,000 125,000
Missions and Evangelism 130,000 130,000
Antiochian House of Studies 20,000 20,000
Marriage and Parish Family Ministries 30,000 30,000
Planning and Future Development 75,000 75,000
Communications and Information 100,000 100,000
Departmental Grants 30,000 30,000
Project Mexico 15,000 10,000 -5,000
College Conference 25,000 25,000
Orthodox Christian Prison Ministries 15,000 0 -15,000
Task Force for Jerusalem 15,000 15,000
Balamand Theological Academy 20,000 20,000
IOCC  25,000 25,000
Clergy Symposium and Convention Assistance 35,000 35,000
Other Projects 50,000 50,000
Total  1,268,000 1,288,000 20,000

Because the original budget showed a defi cit, the de-
partment removed Item 6 under “Archdiocese Depart-
ments” for $100,000, because there is no incumbent 
in the Department of Future Development.  On the 
Receipts side of the budget the department restored 
$50,000 for the General Fund, leaving a $43,000 defi -
cit due mostly to the poor domestic economy.

Moved by Fr. John Teebagy of Dedham, Massachusetts, 
and seconded by Fr. Christopher Salamy of Phoenix, Ari-
zona, the Assembly approved the budget.
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8/29. Fr. George Morelli, Chairman, presented 
the Report of the Department of Chaplain and 
Pastoral Counseling.

ARCHDIOCESE REPORT:
DEPARTMENT OF CHAPLAIN AND 

PASTORAL COUNSELING

 From: V. Rev. Fr. George Morelli 
To: His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP, Most Rev. 

Bishops, Right Rev., Very Rev. and Rev. Fathers, the 
Diaconate in Christ, Honorable Members of the Board 
of Trustees, Brothers and Sisters in Christ. 

The Department of Chaplain and Pastoral Counsel-
ing supports chaplains and pastoral counselors and 
clergy working within the Antiochian Archdiocese of 
America and reaches out to Orthodox Christians and 
many others throughout the world. The department 
organizes retreats, workshops, and courses, and posts 
pertinent articles, media resources and Web links on 
the Antiochian Archdiocese Web page, as well as other 
Orthodox media. The chief of these is Orthodoxy To-
day (www.orthodoxytoday.org), managed and edited 
by Fr. Hans Jacobse, a priest of the Antiochian Arch-
diocese. Regular podcasts are offered on Ancient Faith 
Radio. Personal consultation by phone and e-mail is 
available for those seeking more specifi c, situational 
guidance as they practice in the fi elds of mental health 
and pastoral care. 

The ministry takes place in a complex, pluralistic 
world, and the department provides clear archdiocesan 
guidelines to help Orthodox chaplains and pastoral 
counselors adhere to Orthodox teaching, spirituality, 
and healing traditions, while also knowing when and 
how to incorporate scientifi cally sound clinical inter-
ventions. Professionals in this fi eld, both clergy and 
laypersons, are encouraged to contact the department 
to revise and update the archdiocesan directory of 
chaplains and counselors, for networking, community, 
and mutual support. 

The department provides one or two articles a month 
as a resource for chaplains, pastoral counselors, clergy 
and laity alike. The ethos of these articles is the syn-
ergia of the Mind of the Church, the Church Fathers 
and Tradition, combined with the best of scientifi c fi nd-
ings in mental health in a healing ministry. The top-
ics have included ministry at the end of life, suicide, 
sexual addiction and sexual issues, same-sex marriage, 
homosexuality, secularism, smart marriage and parent-
ing, the domestic church, post-traumatic stress disor-
der (PTSD), dealing with dysfunctional emotions such 
as anger, depression, anxiety, stress and mania, and 
the healing of the passions, infi rmities and sinfulness. 
Some of these articles have been published in the secu-

lar press and in the La Jolla, California, VA Hospital 
Newsletter, and various other publications and media 
of other Orthodox jurisdictions. 

These department resources are also being used 
in seminaries in Russia, Nigeria and, translated into 
Arabic, by the University of Balamand throughout the 
Arab world. (www.orthodoxlegacy.org). For allowing 
this department to be created and make this ministry 
possible, I want to thank our Father in Christ, Metro-
politan PHILIP, who always had by God’s grace and the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit the vision of unifying and 
extending Orthodoxy to all. This department is one of 
the fruits of this vision. Thank you, Sayidna. 

There are several people who work with the Depart-
ment I also want to thank. They are really responsible 
for making the resources of the department available 
to all. First and foremost, working with the department 
from the beginning is Fr. Hans Jacobse, Editor of Or-
thodoxy Today, Co-Director of the American Ortho-
dox Institute (an Orthodox think-tank), and Pastor of 
a new Antiochian parish, St. Peter’s Orthodox Mission, 
Bonita Springs, Florida. Next, there is Fr. Deacon John 
Dibs of St. Timothy’s Antiochian Church in Fairfi eld, 
California, who has extensive editorial and writing 
experience. Until about a year ago, due to increased 
professional responsibilities, Sh. Laura Sanders of St. 
Elias’s Antiochian Church, Austin, Texas, provided in-
valuable editorial assistance to the department. I thank 
her for the tenure of her service. I also thank Anne 
Petach, without whose editorial and theological skills 
no department resources would be available at all, and 
Richard Abodeely for proofreading. A word of thanks 
goes also to John Maddox, the founder and CEO of 
Ancient Faith Radio and Conciliar Ministries, who has 
made the Healing Broadcast, a ministry of the depart-
ment, a weekly part of the regular broadcasts of this 
Internet radio station, that reaches around the world. 

The department has also posted on the Antiochian 
Web site material on Suicide, PTSD, and other subjects, 
which are available for download. Lastly, a vast number 
of e-mails on psycho-spiritual issues are received by 
the department. These e-mails are answered individu-
ally with minimal delay. Some of these contacts have 
led to face-to-face consultations. 

On the downside, we still have not been able to list 
all those who provide chaplain and pastoral counsel-
ing ministry throughout the Archdiocese. They remain 
the silent ministers. I will continue to post the names 
of those doing this ministry until the majority of those 
doing this work can be listed. I encourage you to con-
tact the department and share the work being done. 
Also, articles on specifi c chaplain and counseling min-
istries are invited. For example, articles on police, fi re, 
or emergency services chaplaincy could be of use to 
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many. Moreover, at this point the department has oper-
ated with no funding. If a source of funding were found 
the department could better extend its service. 

Respectfully submitted
V. Rev. Fr. George Morelli, Ph.D. 

Moved by Fr. Nicholas Dahdal of Cicero, Illinois, and 
seconded by Fr. John Finley of Lompoc, California, the As-
sembly received the report.

Mr. Charles Ajalat made a brief presentation on FO-
CUS, the Fellowship of Orthodox Christians United to 
Serve, a new initiative to undertake domestic charitable 
action.  He invited the delegates to visit the organiza-
tion’s Web site and to become actively involved.

Mr. Richard Zakka announced that he was able to 
contribute $4,000 to the Retired Clergy Housing Fund 
through the sale of “The Ancient Church” DVD.

Mr. Mickey Homsey of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
thanked Metropolitan PHILIP and the Board of Trust-
ees on behalf of International Orthodox Christian Char-
ities (IOCC) as the organization strives to “remember 
the poor.”  He remarked that he would not be upset at 
all if the Antiochian Archdiocese chose to double its 
donation next year.

Mr. Timothy Cleary, St. Stephen Church, Campbell, 
California, moved that the Board of Trustees, by De-
cember 1 of this year, establish an offi cial Constitu-
tional Reconciliation Committee consisting of no fewer 
than three members appointed by the Local Synod and 
headed by a bishop selected by the Local Synod to 
draft an Archdiocesan Constitution that is consistent 
with New York law and in a form acceptable to the Holy 
Synod of Antioch.  Such Committee shall give a prog-
ress report at each Board of Trustees meeting until the 
resulting Constitution is approved by members of the 
Archdiocese.  There were multiple seconds.  The mo-
tion passed by voice vote.

8/30. Mr. Charles Ajalat and Deacon Emile 
Sayegh, Chancellors, moved the following fi ve 
resolutions for the Department of Legal Affairs 
and Resolutions:

Resolution Welcoming Metropolitan PAUL (Saliba)

WHEREAS, the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of this 
God-protected, Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Arch-
diocese of North America have met as the General 
Assembly at the 49th Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocesan Convention and are honored to have with 
us our blessed Antiochian Metropolitan PAUL (Saliba) 
of Australia, New Zealand, and the Philippines, who 
served faithfully as a priest in this Archdiocese; and

WHEREAS, the General Assembly wished to express 
again its love and affection for its sister and brother 
Antiochian Orthodox Christians in Australia, New Zea-
land and the Philippines and its willingness to work to-
gether with them to the glory of our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General 
Assembly of this 49th Archdiocesan Convention wel-
comes with warm Orthodox Christian love the beloved 
Metropolitan PAUL (Saliba) of Australia, New Zealand 
and the Philippines. May God grant him many years!

The Assembly approved the resolution by acclamation.

Resolution of Appreciation for the Host Parish

WHEREAS, St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church 
of Van Nuys, California, has graciously hosted the 49th 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocesan Conven-
tion; and

WHEREAS, the Pastor, Archpriest Timothy Baclig, 
the Convention Co-Chairpersons Don Meena and Mi-
chael Srour, the Honorary Chair Adeeb G. Sadd, the 
entire Convention Committee, the Parish Council and 
all the faithful have not spared any effort to assure the 
success of this Convention, and to provide for the ut-
most enjoyment and spirituality of the delegates and 
guests;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this 49th Arch-
diocesan Convention, duly assembled at Palm Desert, 
California, from July 19–26, 2009, extends to them by 
acclamation its heartfelt love and appreciation for an 
outstanding and extraordinary convention.

The Assembly approved the resolution by acclamation.

Resolution Welcoming Myriam Shwayri and 
 Commending the Al-Kafaat Rehabilitation and 

Skill Center

WHEREAS, the hierarchs, clergy and faithful of this 
God-protected Self-Ruled Antiochian Orthodox Arch-
diocese of North America have met as the General 
Assembly at the 49th Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocesan Convention and are honored to have with 
us Myriam Shwayri, Director of Public Relations for the 
Al-Kafaat Rehabilitation and Skill Center; and

WHEREAS, the Al-Kafaat Rehabilitation and Skill 
Center is unique in the work it has performed and con-
tinues to perform to help disabled children without dis-
crimination, and has assisted and continues to assist 
thousands of children with disabilities, to the glory of 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Who has said “In-
asmuch as  you did it to one of the least of these My 
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brethren, you did it to Me” (Matt. 25:40);
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General 

Assembly of this 49th Archdiocesan Convention wel-
comes with warm Orthodox Christian love Myriam 
Shwayri and commends the Al-Kafaat Rehabilitation 
and Skill Center for the work it has done and continues 
to do for the glory of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
May Almighty God grant you many years!

The Assembly approved the resolution by acclamation.

Resolution on Orthodox Unity
49th Convention of the Self-Ruled Antiochian 

 Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America
Palm Desert, California, July 2009

WHEREAS, the late Patriarch DIMITRIOS of Con-
stantinople said: “It is truly a scandal for the unity of 
the Church to maintain more than one bishop in any 
given city; it contravenes the sacred canons and Ortho-
dox ecclesiology”; and

WHEREAS, in 1977 Patriarch ELIAS IV of Antioch 
said: “The Antiochian Holy Synod has studied in depth 
the situation of Orthodoxy in the diaspora. Our posi-
tion is clear. There must be established independent 
churches in Eastern Europe, North America, etc. … 
We affi rm that in North America there should be an 
autocephalous church with its own patriarch and Holy 
Synod”; and

WHEREAS, over 100 years ago, the synod of Con-
stantinople (1872) condemned “phyletism,” (eth-
nicism) as a heresy and yet the Orthodox Church in 
North America has been accused by many to have al-
lowed this heresy, in fact, to creep into the Church on 
this continent; and

WHEREAS, 15 years ago, 29 Orthodox Bishops of 
North America gathered in Ligonier, Pennsylvania, in 
1994, and signed a historic statement agreeing “that 
we cannot accept the term ‘diaspora’ as used to de-
scribe the Church in North America.” “In convening 
this present Conference of Bishops, we fi nd ourselves 
to be an Episcopal Assembly, a precursor to a General 
Synod of Bishops … [and] will convene on an annual 
basis to enhance the movement toward administrative 
ecclesial unity in North America”; and

WHEREAS, the Mother Churches have for many de-
cades talked about resolving the uncanonical situation 
in North America by an Ecumenical Council and have 
not done so, the last Ecumenical Council having been 
held in 787; and

WHEREAS, North America, culturally and religiously 
(as well as the world itself), cries out now for a witness 
of the Orthodox Church which is the historic apostolic 
Church of Christ, and sees, rather, in the Church here 

only a conglomeration of ethnic ghettos; and
WHEREAS, The Orthodox Church in America has 

achieved autocephaly, the Self-Ruled Antiochian Or-
thodox Christian Archdiocese has achieved self-rule, 
and the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia 
has achieved autonomy; the Romanian Archdiocese 
has achieved autonomy and the Romanian Patriarch 
has suggested as a Romanian solution “maximal au-
tonomy”; and

WHEREAS, General Assemblies of this Archdiocese 
have urged action toward Orthodox Unity in over 20 
conventions over a period of 44 years; and

WHEREAS, it is imperative that action be taken now 
to make serious progress toward an administratively 
united Orthodox Church in North America;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General 
Assembly of the 49th Archdiocesan Convention, duly 
assembled at Palm Desert, California,

1. Calls upon the Ecumenical Patriarch to invite 
each of the Primates of the jurisdictions here to attend 
or to send a representative and/or an observer to the 
Fall Pre-Conciliar Pan-Orthodox meeting which will 
discuss the subjects of autocephaly and autonomy as 
they relate to the uncanonical administrative situation 
in North America;

2. Recommends that, in order to witness effective-
ly to the Orthodox faith on this continent and in this 
world, a permanent commission with representation 
from each autocephalous church together with repre-
sentatives from all canonical Orthodox jurisdictions in 
North America, should be formed to meet twice each 
year to issue statements with respect to problems 
which the Orthodox Church is facing on this continent 
and in the world.

The Chair accepted a friendly amendment from Fr. 
Nabil Hanna of Indianapolis, Indiana, to change the 
words “Eastern Europe” to “Western Europe.”

The Assembly approved the resolution by acclamation.

Resolution To Recognize and Celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary to the Holy Priesthood of Our Father 

in Christ, Metropolitan PHILIP

WHEREAS, on March 1, 1959, Metropolitan PHILIP 
was ordained to the holy priesthood by the late Met-
ropolitan ANTONY (Bashir) of thrice-blessed memory; 
and

WHEREAS, since his election as Archbishop of New 
York and the Metropolitan of All North America by the 
Holy Synod of the Antiochian Patriarchate in 1966, 
Metropolitan PHILIP has been and continues to be the 
chief shepherd of this God-protected Archdiocese; and
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WHEREAS, Metropolitan PHILIP has always been 
and continues to be a man who possesses the highest 
degree of integrity, faithfulness, compassion, and dili-
gence, with exceptional leadership qualities; and

WHEREAS, Metropolitan PHILIP has always led 
and continues to lead this entire God-protected Arch-
diocese with total commitment and unrelenting dedi-
cation, exercising great care over every aspect of its 
administration; and

WHEREAS, through this leadership and guidance 
this Archdiocese has achieved great milestones and will 
continue to meet the high goals it sets, remembering 
that the results of his fruit and good works is evidenced 
by the gathering of this General Assembly, as well as 
the love and faith of all its members; and 

WHEREAS, this Archdiocese continues to be led by 
the paternal loving hand of our beloved father in Christ, 
Metropolitan PHILIP, all for the glory of Almighty God;

WHEREAS, Metropolitan PHILIP has been a vision-
ary in the vigorous pursuit of Orthodox unity upon this 
continent through his writings and preaching, and as 
such, has by example led the unity of the Antiochian 
Orthodox family in North America, and continues to 
articulate this goal;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that this 49th 
Archdiocesan Convention, duly assembled at Palm Des-
ert, California, from July 19–26, 2009, extends to His 
Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP, by acclamation, its to-
tal love, devotion and unequivocal obedience to him as 
the Chief Shepherd of this Archdiocese; that we pray 
Almighty God grant him many more healthy and pro-
ductive years to come as he continues to lead this God-
protected Archdiocese for the Glory of God!; and that 
we recognize and appreciate his unselfi sh fi fty years of 
deep commitment and loyalty to the Holy Priesthood. 
May God grant him many years!

The Assembly approved the resolution by acclamation.

9. Old Business – There was no Old Business.

10. New Business

10a. Ms. Sarah Hodges of St. John Church in 
Memphis, Tennessee, moved that the Archdiocese 
cease to facilitate and fi nance the work of a re-
tired Bishop who had been convicted of a crime.  
Deacon Chancellor Emile Sayegh ruled that the 
Bishop in question was currently under the eco-
nomia of the Patriarch of Antioch and not under 
the jurisdiction of either the Local Synod or the 
General Assembly and that, therefore, the motion 
was beyond the competence of the General As-
sembly.

 10b. Fr. Nicholas Dahdal, Pastor, and Mr. Raed 
Sweiss, Convention Chairman, of St. George 
Church in Cicero, Illinois, presented a summary 
of the planned programs for the 2011 Archdiocese 
Convention.  Their presentation included a video 
of the Hilton Hotel and the City of Chicago.

10c. Fr. John Salem, Pastor of St. George Church 
in Houston, Texas, presented their bid to host the 
2013 Archdiocese Convention.  The Assembly rat-
ifi ed the bid by acclamation.

10d. North American Council (NAC) SOYO 
moved and Dr. Elias Hebeka seconded that the 
Secretary cast one unanimous ballot for the elec-
tion of the following candidates to the Archdio-
cese Board of Trustees:
1. Mr. Salim Abboud 6. Dr. Sam Kouri
2. Dr. Antony Bashir 7. Mr. William Morrison
3. Mr. George Darany 8. Mr. Philip Saliba
4. Dr. George Farha 9. Ms. Sondra Murr Love
5. Mrs. Elaine Heider 10.  Mr. C. Matthew Spinolo

10e. In accordance with Article VI of the Arch-
diocese Constitution, Metropolitan PHILIP ap-
pointed the following six members to the Arch-
diocese Board of Trustees: Mr. Nicola Antakli 
of Troy, Michigan, Dr. Elias Hebeka of Naples, 
Florida, Mr. Gregory Laham of Westwood, Massa-
chusetts, Mr. Khalil Kardous of Charlotte, North 
Carolina, Dr. Joseph Samra of Pawtucket, Rhode 
Island, and Mr. Walter Parhamovich, Honorary 
Member, of Las Vegas, Nevada.

11. Moved by Fr. Timothy Baclig of Van Nuys, 
California, and seconded by Mr. William Morrison 
of Wheaton, Illinois, Metropolitan PHILIP declared 
the Convention closed at 2:00 p.m., following a clos-
ing prayer by Bishop JOSEPH.

Respectfully submitted,
Very Rev. Fr. Michael Ellias

Secretary of the Archdiocese
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V. REV. GEORGE ALBERTS 

 1. 1 TIMOTHY 1:8-14; LUKE 19:45-48 (FAST) 

 2.  1 TIMOTHY 1:18-20, 2:8-15; LUKE 20:1-8 (FAST) 

 3. 1 TIMOTHY 3:1-13; LUKE 20:9-18 (FAST)

 4. GALATIANS 3:23-29; MARK 5:24-34 (FAST) 

 5. GALATIANS 3:8-12; LUKE 12:32-40 (FAST) 

 6. HEBREWS 13:17-21; LUKE 13:10-17 (FAST) 

 7. 1 TIMOTHY 5:1-10; LUKE 20:27-44 (FAST) 

 8. 1 TIMOTHY 5:11-21; LUKE 21:12-19 (FAST) 

 9. GALATIANS 4:22-31; LUKE 8:16-21 (FAST) 

 10. 1 TIMOTHY 6:17-21; LUKE 21:28-33 (FAST) 

 11.  2 TIMOTHY 1:1-2, 8-18; LUKE 21:37-22:8 (FAST) 

 12. HEBREWS 13:17-21; LUKE 6:17-23 (FAST)

 13. COLOSSIANS 3:4-11; LUKE 14:16-24 (FAST) 

 14. 2 TIMOTHY 2:20-26; MARK 8:11-21 (FAST) 

 15. 2 TIMOTHY 3:16-4:4; MARK 8:22-26 (FAST) 

 16. 2 TIMOTHY 4:9-22; MARK 8:30-34 (FAST) 

 17. TITUS 1:5-2:1; MARK 9:10-16 (FAST) 

 18. TITUS 1:15-2:10; MARK 9:33-41 (FAST) 

 19. GALATIANS 3:8-12; LUKE 13:18-29 (FAST) 

 20. HEBREWS 11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40;

  MATTHEW 1:1-25 (FAST)

 21.   HEBREWS 3:5-11, 17-19; MARK 9:42-10:1 (FAST)

 22. HEBREWS 4:1-13; MARK 10:2-12 (FAST) 

 23. HEBREWS 5:11-6:8; MARK 10:11-16 (FAST) 

 24. HEBREWS 1:1-12; LUKE 2:1-20 (FAST)

 25. GALATIANS 4:4-7; MATTHEW 2:1-12

  NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, JESUS CHRIST

 26. HEBREWS 2:11-18; MATTHEW 2:13-23 

 27. GALATIANS 1:11-19; MATTHEW 2:13-23

 28. HEBREWS 8:7-13; MARK 10:46-52

 29. HEBREWS 9:8-10, 15-23; MARK 11:11-23

 30. HEBREWS 10:1-18; MARK 11:23-26

 31. HEBREWS 10:35-11:7; MARK 11:27-33

DAILY 
DEVOTIONS

DECEMBER 2009

ELEVATED

HAAS, Priest Mark, of the Church of 
St. James the Brother of the Lord in 
Fort Collins, Colorado, to the dignity 
of Archpriest, by Bishop BASIL on 
September 13, 2009.

AMEEN, Deacon James, of St. Thom-
as Church in Sioux City, Iowa, to the 
dignity of Archdeacon, by Bishop BA-
SIL on October 4, 2009.

ORDAINED

FERNANDEZ, Thomas, to the dia-
conate at St. Nicholas Church, Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina, by Bishop 
ANTOUN on October 4, 2009. He is 
attached to that parish.
 
ASSIGNED

NASR, Archpriest Elias, to the pastor-
ate of St. Elias Church, Syracuse, New 
York, effective November 1, 1009.

BAZ, Priest Terence, to the pastorate 
of St. George Church, South Glens 
Falls, New York, effective November 
1, 2009.
 
DONATIONS TO THE WORD
SEPTEMBER 2009 

Mr. Samir N. Shamiyeh $80

ARCHDIOCESE 

OFFICE
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+ MEMORY ETERNAL

His Grace, Bishop ELIAS (Najm)
Bishop of Apamea

and 
Abbot of the Patriarchal  Monastery of the

Holy Prophet Elias in
Dhour Shweir, Lebanon

It was with much sadness that we received news 
of the falling asleep in Christ of our beloved broth-
er, His Grace ELIAS (Najm), Bishop of Apamea, 
and Abbot of St. Elias Monastery in Dhour Sh-
weir, Lebanon. His Grace was born in the village 
of Agmeed Shouf, Lebanon, to a priestly family. 
His father served in the town of Bhamdoun, Leba-
non. At the age of 14 he enrolled at the Balamnd 
Seminary. After fi ve years at the Balamand, he was 
sent by the late Patriarch ALEXANDER III (Tah-
an) to the school of Halki, Turkey, where he stud-
ied theology. After graduation he returned to the 
Patriarchate of Antioch and was appointed Abbot 
of St. Elias Monastery, where he served until his 
repose. He was very friendly, humble and loved 
by all people. We ask our brother hierarchs and 
beloved clergy and all faithful of this Archdiocese 
to remember him in their fervent prayers. We ex-
tend our deepest sympathy to his family and rela-
tives. May his memory be eternal, and may his 
soul rest in peace.

ARCHIMANDRITE EPHREM (KYRIAKOS) 
ELECTED METROPOLITAN OF TRIPOLI,

AL-KOURA AND DEPENDENCIES

THE HOLY SYNOD of our Patriarchate of the 
Great City-of-God Antioch and all the East con-
vened today, Tuesday, October 6th, at the Patri-
archal Residence in Damascus, Syria, for its Fall 
meeting.

During its fi rst session the Holy Synod elected 
the renowned and highly respected spiritual el-
der Archimandrite EPHREM (Kyriakos), Abbot of 
the Holy Monastery of the Archangel Michael in 
Biq’aata, Lebanon, to the archepiscopal throne of 
the recently widowed Archdiocese of Tripoli, al-
Koura and Dependencies. 
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On behalf of the more than 1,000 campers and 
staff of the Antiochian Village Camp, we thank 
our beloved hierarchs, clergy and faithful of the 
Archdiocese for their support of our camping 
ministry. In particular, we thank the members of 
the Order of St. Ignatius for their generosity in 
offering $175,000 in camper scholarships that 
enabled young people to attend all eight of our 
archdiocesan camping programs. Our theme at 
the Village this summer was “stewardship” as we 
strive to put our campers’ knowledge of the faith 
into practice. We are already planning for the 
2010 camping season.

The dates have been set for the 2010 camping 
season at the Antiochian Village:

Winter Camp (Session 1) January 15–18
Winter Camp (Session 2) February 12–15
Service Weekend May 21–23
Family Camp May 28–31
Summer Session One (2 wks) June 20–July 2
Summer Session One (1 wk) June 20–27
Byzantine Chant Camp June 20–July 2
Summer Session Two  July 4–16

Summer Session Three July 18–30
Iconography Camp July 18–26
Summer Session Four August 1–13
Special Olympics Camp August 13–22
Family Camp: Homeschool Edition August 27–30

See our Web site (www.antiochianvillage.org/
camp) for announcements about when registra-
tion will start, and to download staff and CIT ap-
plications. Our goal is to start on-line registration 
for Winter Camp in November and for Summer 
Camp in December. Please note that in addition 
to the St. Ignatius Scholarships awarded by each 
parish, we have some additional scholarship 
funding available. This year we will have a down-
loadable Scholarship Request Form that must be 
completed in order to receive a scholarship. One 
last reminder: when registering, you must submit 
a deposit. Once a deposit is received, you will re-
ceive an e-mail confi rmation that your camper is 
registered. If you do not receive an e-mail confi r-
mation, please contact our offi ce. If you are be-
tween the ages of 9 and 17, we hope to see you at 
camp this summer!

Antiochian Village
Camp News
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Dearly Beloved in Christ,

I greet you once again on behalf of all children of the Children’s Relief Fund, past and present, and pray that you 
receive this letter in their gratitude and appreciation for the love and concern you have shown them in our Lord’s 
name.

This letter brings to you our “2009 Christmas Appeal” for the Children’s Relief Fund. The purpose of this program 
within the Antiochian Orthodox Church of North America is to provide scholarship funds for the needy children in 
Lebanon.

Since its inception in 1983, the Children’s Relief Fund, through your generosity, has distributed over $2 million 
dollars to several thousand needy children in Lebanon. These children remain thankful that someone out there cares 
for their welfare. In 2008, you supported 313 children (161 girls and 152 boys).

To continue our work is now more challenging, as more and more children need fi nancial assistance. (We have some 
60 applications of children waiting to be sponsored.) For those of you who are already sponsoring a child, we offer 
our most profound thanks and gratitude. We hope that new sponsors join this humanitarian effort to come to the aid 
of these children.

The enclosed brochure, explaining the dimensions of our charitable outreach, presents two ways to give:

One is to sponsor an individual child for $300 or more annually (the $300 donation was more meaningful 1. 
in 1983, but now it covers about 10% of the tuition in private school and the registration in public schools). 
The latest statistics show that 26% of school children are forced to drop out before graduating from high 
school for fi nancial reasons. The per capita income in Lebanon was $11,100 in 2008.

The other is simply to make a donation to the general fund.2. 

May this Holy Season bring peace and harmony to you and your loved ones as you share your gifts with “the least 
of these your brethren.” As always, I remain,

Yours in Christ,

Fr. George Rados

10620 River Road, Potomac, MD 20854 • (301)765-9188 • Fax (301) 765-9591 • PO Box 60692
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America

November 2009

In as much as you did it to one of the least of these my 
brethren, you did it to me. (Matt.25:40)

Children’s Relief Fund
Very Rev. George M. Rados
National Director

Christmas Appeal
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Sponsorship

Sponsorships are solicited from individual • 
and organizations who contribute a minimum 
of $300 a year to an individual child.

Sponsors will receive a welcome kit with • 
photo and information about the sponsored 
child.

Sponsors will watch their sponsored child • 
grow up as the receive a new picture and a 
letter every year.

Sponsors will see for themselves how much • 
they are changing the sponsored child’s life 
for the better, and for so little.

Exchange letters/Christmas  cards and build a • 
relationship with the sponsored child. 

All donations are tax deductible in the USA • 
and Canada. Each sponsor will receive a 
thank-you letter along with the statute letter 
for the sponsor’s tax records.

Sponsor a child now

Take the fi rst step today! Fill out the form below and 
mail it in.

We’ll send you the photo and personal story of one 
child on our waiting list.

The minimum cost is $25 a month — less than 1 
dollar a day. But the hope you will give a
child is priceless.

ENCLOSED
■■ is my charitable gift of $________________ to  sponsor a child ($300.00/year).

■■ is a donation of $________________. We cannot sponsor a child at this time, but would like to contribute to 
the general reserve for the other programs and emergencies.

Please provide the following: (information remains private)

Donor(s)  ___________________________________________________________________________________

Address ____________________________________________________________________________________

City_______________________________________State__________________________Zip________________

E-mail _____________________________________________________________________________________

I prefer to sponsor a:       Boy ________    Girl ________   No Preference ________

All contributions are tax-deductible. Please detach and return with your donation to

Children’s Relief Fund
c/o The Very Rev. George M. Rados
P. O. Box 60692
Potomac, MD 20859

Thank you for caring about children.



THE WORD
358 Mountain Road

PO Box 5238
Englewood, NJ 07631-5238

Periodical postage paid at
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Members of the Order come from all walks of life with 
one thing in common – a belief in Orthodoxy and in 
answering the Lord’s call to help others.  Join Today!

To learn more, call 201-871-1355 or e-mail: 
theorder@antiochian.org or return this slip to:

Th e Order
358 Mountain Road

Englewood, NJ  07631

        arvest what you sow.

Support Missions and Evangelism. Join Th e Order.

H

Yes, I want more information 
about Th e Order.

Name: 

Address: 

 

Phone: 

E-mail: 
11/09


