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Can I Be Proud of 
This Editorial?

editor’s letter

“that every 
good and 
perfect gift 
is from above 
and comes 
from the 
Father of 
lights”

American culture values self-reliance and 
strength as great virtues. We pride ourselves 
in being great and powerful. We also attribute 
these capacities to our citizens, and especial-
ly our children. Our children can accomplish 
anything, go anywhere and have anything they 
want. We want them to be self-confi dent and 
self-assured. We can even value such feelings 
and self-assurance over real accomplishments 
or excellence. Children are praised and reward-
ed for simply showing up for school or events. 
We work hard to bolster their self-esteem with 
high grades, almost without regard to their lev-
el of performance. We want our children to be 
proud of themselves and their abilities. Yet in 
the church, we are warned against the dangers 
of pride, and pride is itself called the “mother 
of sin.” Wasn’t it pride that brought down Adam 
and Eve in the Garden of Eden? I believe that 
the meaning of this term pride is elusive, and 
needs some consideration. 

In conversational usage, “pride” is used 
for a feeling of gratifi cation arising from asso-
ciation with something good or laudable. At its 
best, we are “proud” when we strive success-
fully for excellence and we have a high level 
of satisfaction from doing so. For some, such 
pride is experienced as an internally controlled 
emotion involving one’s own goals and judg-
ment; for others it is derived from the praise 
of others. Regardless, such pride is a result of 
hard work and isn’t bad. But that is not how 

we use the term pride in the Church. In the 
Church, we use pride to mean that we focus 
on ourselves instead of God. Pride is egocen-
tric: the world revolves around me, and I am 
the most important thing in my universe. Such 
self-centeredness can be negative rather than 
affi rmative: thinking you are the worst sinner 
and unable to do anything right is also pride. 
Pride means that I, not God, am the judge, and 
that I, not God, am in charge. The idea that I 
can do anything without God is the mistake.

It is good to strive for excellence, and even 
better to succeed. But we do well to remem-
ber “that every good and perfect gift is from 
above and comes from the Father of lights” 
(James 1:17). Put God fi rst. Know that your in-
telligence, health and life come from Him. Give 
thanks for your gifts, and then be proud of what 
you and God accomplish together. We can ac-
complish much in humility, and a little pride in 
that humility goes a long way.

I’m feeling proud of my editorial, thank 
God.

by Archimandrite John Abdalah
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When the bodiless learned of the secret command,
he came in haste to Joseph’s house
and said to her who knew not wedlock:
He who bowed the heavens by coming down
is contained wholly and unchanged in you.
Seeing him take the form of a servant in your womb,
I stand in awe and cry out to You:
Rejoice, O Bride unwedded.

Apolytikion from the Akathist Hymn and Small Compline

Orthodoxy & the
Unborn Child
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It is worthwhile, then, to look at some of these 
questions and issues afresh. If we have made 
some accommodations to the ways of the world, 
our thinking may be changed. If in future we hear 
some smooth “pro-choice” arguments or assump-
tions, we may learn how to answer them, even if 
only in our own minds. And if we meet a woman 
who is considering an abortion, we may be em-
boldened to speak up, and, by God’s grace, to 
save a life, and to save a woman from that grief-
fi lled sin.

Each of us began his or her life as a single 
cell. This fact is like what we hear of government 
spending in the trillions of dollars – we can hardly 
imagine it. When we look at photos of the fertil-
ized human egg, seeming more like a crater on 
the moon than anyone we know, we wonder, how 
can I have once been a single cell? I have never 
known myself as other than somebody with fi ve 
senses, one who knows himself, one who has 
emotions and thoughts, and some control over 
my words and actions. I was an infant once, it’s 
true, but I marvel when I see the photographs of 
myself at that stage and then think of what I have 
become. I’m even more astonished at the idea of 
having been a single cell. Perhaps I am wrong, 
and I only became what I am now, an individual 
human being, a person, at some later point?

This makes some intuitive sense. When wom-
en miscarry late in pregnancy, it commonly has 
more of an emotional impact than if the miscar-
riage is early on. Grief, it seems, is not all-or-
nothing. And when we learn that a signifi cant per-
centage of early pregnancies end in spontaneous 
abortion without the women even being aware of 
it, we might wonder if personhood is something 

that accrues gradually, so that at some point in 
pregnancy we have another one of us, a baby. Per-
haps our lives don’t really begin with that single 
cell, but later?

Does the Incarnation give us any help in un-
derstanding whether each of our lives began with 
a single cell? Yes! Even if we knew nothing about 
embryology or fetology, we know that God the 
Son assumed nothing less than a human nature 
in the miraculous conception of the person Jesus. 
The God-Man was never the God - Almost Hu-
man! “Well,” someone might say, “perhaps the 
newly conceived thing in the womb is human (an 
appendix or a heart, it could be argued, is hu-
man in its nature), but it’s not another one of 
us, a human being.” From the very moment of 
conception – which we celebrate at Annunciation, 
singing, “today is the beginning of our salvation: 
the Son of God becomes son of the Virgin” – the 
humanity that the Son of God takes on is never 
devoid of personhood, but is the human nature of 
the divine Person Incarnate. Scripture makes this 
plainer: the unborn John the Baptist leapt in St. 
Elizabeth’s womb when he met the unborn Son of 
God in Mary’s womb (Luke 1:39–44).

The Incarnation, it is true, is a mystery com-
pletely beyond our understanding, a divine “act of 
power” par excellence. There are many things, 
too, that we don’t know about the conception and 
development of the human being in the womb. But 
we do know that, with every conception, we have 
another one of us in the womb. This is not above 
anybody’s “pay grade,” and certainly not above 
any Christian’s understanding. God entered the 
world in the womb of a virgin, and hallowed it.

This question of when human life begins 

Orthodox, it is assumed, do not accept abortion. It is a grievous sin, we read. 
Here and there among Orthodox there are pro-life groups actively promoting 
the protection of unborn children. (See, for example, the Orthodox Christians 
for Life Web site, www.oclife.org, for an excellent pamphlet on the Orthodox 
tradition and life issues.) Yet for some, perhaps, the Orthodox view of abor-
tion is simply a religious inheritance with little connection to the world in which 
they live. When some Orthodox speak of human rights, too, they may have in 
mind only less controversial confl icts in the West (a free Tibet, perhaps), but 
overlook this most basic right – the right to life – as a preoccupation of some 
Protestants. 

Icon courtesy of
Come And See Icons.
www.comeandseeicons.com



is not really academic, of course: some people 
would say that, because the very small human be-
ing is not one of us, not our neighbor, he or she 
can be destroyed. There have been attempts, too, 
to set a point after conception that would be the 
real beginning for human life. (The Greek phi-
losopher Aristotle, for example, thought that “en-
soulment” took place at 40 days after conception 
for males, and 80 days for females, because these 
were the earliest points at which male and female 
genitalia could be discerned, respectively, in mis-
carried embryos.) A lot rides on the determina-
tion of when this entity in the womb is another 
one of us: it may be life or death! Thus it has to 
be a sure determination, and not an arbitrary one. 
Apart from a Christian view of things, if you don’t 
know when life begins, or if you’re not certain – 
don’t kill! Hunters can’t just fi re into the woods 
when they think that their target is probably not 
another hunter – they have to know that it’s not.

The Church from the earliest times was not 
very interested in any abstract or philosophical 
question of when human life begins. The heart of 
man is desperately corrupt, the prophet writes, 
and Christians know how easy it is to come to 
conclusions that justify things the heart knows to 
be wrong. Many “pro-choice” people admit this 
unconsciously. They never say that an appendec-
tomy is “a diffi cult moral issue.” A tonsillectomy 
is never “a deeply personal matter.” Why do they 
say these things about an abortion? If they mean 
what they say, it is because they know that abor-
tion has to do with something more than an or-
gan, and they are troubled; their consciences bear 
witness against what they want to accept, or at 

least permit. They are like the man who argued 
with Jesus, wanting to justify himself, when he 
asked, “Who is my neighbor?”

The Church rejected abortion from the start 
as the rejection of God’s gift of a new life. The 
Didache says, “Thou shall not slay thy child by 
causing abortion, nor kill that which is begotten; 
for everything that is shaped, and has received a 
soul from God, if it be slain, shall be avenged, as 
being unjustly destroyed” (2:2). St. Basil wrote, 
“A woman who deliberately destroys a fetus is an-
swerable for murder. And any fi ne distinction be-
tween its being completely formed or unformed is 
not admissible among us.” The Church was known 
for its care of abandoned infants, in fact.

In the past fi fty years abortion has been pro-
moted from two perspectives. One is often called 
the feminist – woman throws off the shackles of 
religion, “patriarchy” and self-serving men, exult-
ing in her will to choose and exercising control 
over her own body. (Of course, this last claim 
involves a biological fi ction: there’s somebody 
else’s body there too.) Key to this view of the 
woman is agency and freedom. Needless to say, 
this extreme view has not found a home among 
most Christians. More common among Chris-
tians in some quarters in the West, however, has 
been the victim perspective: there are extenuat-
ing circumstances that justify a woman in having 
an abortion, it’s the compassionate thing, and so 
forth. Here the woman is not an actor, but one to 
whom things happen. Each perspective, however, 
exaggerates one side of womanhood, however, 
the fi rst reducing the woman to what she can do 
(all-powerful), and the other reducing her to what 
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There are many things, 
too, that we don’t 
know about the con-
ception and develop-
ment of the human 
being in the womb. 
But we do know that, 
with every conception, 
we have another one 
of us in the womb.

Icon courtesy of Come And See Icons. www.comeandseeicons.com



is done to her (victimhood). (Those who have 
stood up for women historically have been op-
posed to abortion, as are many who are currently 
defending women’s rights. See, for example, the 
organizations Feminists for Life, at www.femi-
nistsforlife.org, and the Susan B. Anthony List, at 
www.sba-list.org.)

If we think of a woman only as an object of 
pity, as someone for whom the “compassionate” 
thing is to kill the child within her, we deny her 
humanity, her agency – ironically, we deny her full 
personhood as made in the image of God. I believe 
I once heard an Orthodox person say in an aside 
that sometimes abortion is “the lesser of two evils.” 
But this treats the woman as only a victim. What 
she does – killing the child – is never a lesser evil 
than whatever would happen to her or the child 
if she carries the baby to term, because God is 
a just judge. To excuse or attempt to justify an 
abortion is not “compassion.” Rather, it is a parody 
of love; we betray her. If we really care for people, 
we want them fi rst of all to choose rightly, and to 
choose wisely. We need a strong dose of realism in 
resisting the notion of “compassionate” killing.

The fact that we are persons made in the im-
age of God from the point of conception onwards 
should be enough to persuade faithful Christians 
to reject abortion, even on so-called “compas-
sionate” grounds. But there are many other good 
reasons to be pro-life. One reason is that, the 
more we look at the unborn child, the more we 
see both the undeniable humanity of the child and 
the unbroken continuity of development from the 
beginning to birth. Let’s look at the undeniable 
humanity fi rst; the chart above sketches some of 
the highlights.

(To see a beautiful and informative presenta-
tion of fetal development on the Web, go to www.
justthefacts.org.)

There was a time when abortion proponents 
would say that the entity in the womb doesn’t look 
human; the reality is that ultrasound, embryology 
and fetology are showing that humanity, so that 
when we see the pictures or read the descriptions, 
we recognize another one of us. But remember 
that single cell that you once were? That cell was 
so small and so simple. And even if that cell di-
vided and those cells divided a few more times, it 
was still very small and simple. Who would think 
that these cells were the person that I am now, 
only at an earlier stage?

We recognize a baby at twenty weeks after 
conception, even at eight weeks, but as we get 
closer to the beginning the individual human be-
ing seems less like one of us – to our imagina-
tions. Yet there is no big, qualitative change, no 
sudden transformation from that single cell to the 
more developed body, just the continuous devel-
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“A woman who 
 deliberately destroys a 
fetus is answerable for 

murder. And any fi ne 
distinction between 
its being completely 

formed or unformed is 
not admissible among 

us.”

Developmental Highlights
20 weeks after Baby is 12 inches long;
conception weighs one pound; has hair
 on head

Week 18 Vocal cords work; baby can cry

Week 17 Baby can have dream-sleep
 (Rapid-Eye-Movement,
 or REM)

Week 11 Baby can grasp objects
 placed in hand 
Weeks 9 & 10 Teeth begin to form,  
 baby can turn head, frown

Week 8 Every organ is in place;
 bones, fi ngerprints
 begin to form

Week 7 Eyelids, toes form; nose distinct
 baby kicking and swimming

Week 6 Brain waves detectable;
 mouth, lips present;
 fi ngers forming

Week 5 Eyes, legs, hands
 begin to develop

Day 22 Heart begins to beat with the
 child’s own blood, often a
 different blood type than the
 mother’s

Day 6 Embryo begins implanting
 in the uterus

Day 1 Fertilization: all human
 chromosomes present



opment of one unique human being. Aristotle, 
take note! Any marker we place in pregnancy to 
indicate that we have another person, suddenly 
worthy of respect and protection, is simply arbi-
trary. Fertilizing a human ova, or egg, and then 
harvesting that embryo’s stem cells, killing the 
embryo in the process, is killing one of us. Sci-
ence confi rms the Orthodox view of these things.

So the facts of fetal development should in-
cline anyone to acknowledge the personhood of 
the child in the womb. Some people harden their 
hearts with arguments, however. It may be that 
nothing will change their minds, but perhaps they 
are open to listen to the other side. Remember 
what I wrote about the high number of early mis-
carriages, and how that might make the life of 
the child in early pregnancy seem less important, 
perhaps “less human”? There’s a simple analogy 
that puts things in perspective: in the past, half 
the population of a town might be wiped out by 
a plague, but no one thought that the lives of the 

townspeople were less important, or that they 
were less human because they died in large num-
bers. An argumentative spirit may just antagonize 
people, but arguments can help change minds 
when we want the best for the other person. Let’s 
imagine a discussion of some of those arguments 
about the “hard cases.”

The question of abortion sometimes comes 
up as a result of rape. After all, this horrible 
thing has been done to you without your consent. 
Wouldn’t the child be a reminder of the attack and 
the attacker? How could the mother love him or 
her?

This may sound persuasive, but you need to 
give it some second thoughts. It is true that you’re 
not guilty of anything here, but pregnancy is not 
a punishment. God is the author of life, and the 
child may be the only good thing to come out of 
this situation. Perhaps the child will remind you 
of your attacker, and you will fi nd it hard to love 
your child – who knows until he or she is born? 
– but if you really love him or her, you can give 

the child up for adoption. (There is a dearth of 
children available for adoption to good homes.) 
And many women who have born a child from 
rape have spoken of a change of heart towards 
the baby when he or she was born, or before: they 
are struck by the innocence and dependence of 
this little one on them. Finally, we have to face it 
again: abortion kills, and one doesn’t kill a child 
for the father’s crime.

And what of pregnancy following sexual 
abuse by someone in the family (incest)? Won’t 
the child have genetic problems? And won’t he or 
she be subject to abuse by the same family mem-
bers, once they are older?

What has been said about reasons to bear a 
child produced by rape, apply again here. For the 
question of genetics, realize that problems with 
genetic abnormalities occur in small communities 
where there is inbreeding over several genera-
tions, but not particularly with incest within two 
generations. As for the future safety of your child, 
the answer is to stop the incest, period, with the 
help of the authorities. Abortion can hide incest, 
making it easier for it to continue, so the perpe-
trator may pressure you to have one.

What about a handicapped child? What if you 
found out you were carrying a child with a serious 
problem, like Down syndrome? What if the child 
were to be born, only to die a short time later? 
Isn’t it merciful to the child not to have to suffer?

Handicapped people rightly insist that they 

The Church rejected abortion from the start 
as the rejection of God’s gift of a new life.
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should not be reduced to their disabilities: they 
will say that they are people with disabilities, 
not disabled people. This is just as true of them 
before they are born. If we won’t kill a child with 
a disability at two years of age, why would we do 
it at birth? Why would we do it before birth? What 
about the child who will die soon after birth? We 
don’t want anyone to suffer, especially the inno-
cent, but the answer to suffering is not to kill the 
sufferer. We do not put people down like animals. 
“Thou shalt not kill.”

If we are honest, behind the concern for the 
child is a fear of our distress – we will fi nd life 
hard with this child. We may even grieve for his or 
her suffering, but not want to suffer with him or 
her. In contrast, however, people who have taken 
responsibility for a disabled family member often 
grow in the depth of their love and in their grati-
tude to God for all the blessings of this life.

There are many hard situations in life that 
could be mentioned – unsupportive spouses or 
boyfriends, parents pressuring their daughters 
to kill their grandchildren, and so on. Again, 
“compassion” does not treat anyone as simply a 
victim; by God’s grace a woman can choose, she 
can repent, she can do what is right and noble. 
Orthodox Christians can help women facing dif-
fi cult pregnancies, too: there are many organiza-
tions, like CareNet (CareNet.com) or Birthright, 
where we can offer our services or our money. 
The key thing, however, is what people around 
the pregnant woman do and say: will they help 
her make the right decision, to choose life? If you 
know somebody who is pregnant and upset, will 
you help her do the right thing?

The Church, Orthodox believe, does not ac-
cept abortion, but has always called it a grievous 
sin. In our generation much of the Western world 
has turned its back, not only on the Triune God, 
but on Christian ethics and on just law. There have 
been close to 50 million abortions in America 
since 1971, each ending an individual human life 
like each of ours. Many, many women have seared 
their consciences and wounded their hearts. Part 
of the rich inheritance of Orthodoxy is its refusal 
to accept inferior, pagan views of human beings, 
its insistence on the God-given dignity of human 
life, made in the image of God. One temptation 
Orthodox face in this country is to accommodate 
their thinking to post-Christian, “establishment” 

moral views, to sacrifi ce faithfulness to comfort, 
to care more for what men say about them than 
what God has to say. (It is a scandal that there 
are politicians, so-called Orthodox, who are “pro-
choice.”) Jesus warns us, “Woe to you, when all 
people speak well of you, for so their fathers did 
to the false prophets” (Luke 6:26).

Will we be light in this dark world? Will we be 
Orthodox in our thinking and acting? Will we do 
anything in our generation to save the generation 
that is conceived but not yet born? Will the next 
generation look back to us as godly defenders of 
the defenseless? May it be so.

Christopher Humphrey, Ph.D.
Member of St. George Orthodox Cathedral,

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; Assistant Editor, The WORD

Seminary Scholarship

A scholarship of $10,000 is offered in memory of the late Rt. Rev. Mitred 
Archpriest Michael G. H. Gelsinger (familiarly known as Fr. Michael), and 
in gratitude to Metropolitan ANTONY (Bashir), Metropolitan SAMUEL 
(David) and Metropolitan EPIPHANIOS (Zayed), for the blessings which I 
have received at their hands. It is offered to one young man who wishes 
to enter the Orthodox priesthood and who can fulfi ll the requirements 
listed below. The scholarship funds can be used for his education in 
any Orthodox seminary in the United States. There is no means test. A 
candidate must provide

1.  a letter stating his intention to apply for ordination upon his 
graduation;

2. a letter of referral from the bishop of his diocese;
3.  a letter of acceptance to any Orthodox seminary in the United 

States;
4.  and, most importantly, an essay written by himself on the subject, 

“The Exclusivity of the Orthodox Religion.”

The recipient will be chosen whose essay best demonstrates his religious 
integrity and his devotion to Orthodoxy.

The scholarship funds may be used for any expenses incurred and neces-
sary to the attendance at the seminary and will be disbursed from my 
offi ce upon presentation of the proper invoices. Applications should be 
submitted to the following address at least a month before the begin-
ning of the 2009 Fall semester.

George P. Lambros
Box 728
Wichita, Kansas 67201

(Mr. Lambros is a member of St. George Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Cathedral in Wichita, Kansas.)
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Insanity and Demonic Possession 
in Patristic Thought

At times, people come to our monastery with concerns about close friends and relatives 
who have been diagnosed with schizophrenia, bipolar disease, or some other such disorder. 
Often they ask, “Is this really mental illness or is it demonic possession?” So, from the practi-
cal need to give a helpful response to such heart-breaking questions, we began studying the 
Tradition of the Church as it is found in the liturgical books, the writings of the Holy Fathers, 
and the Lives of the Saints. 
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1.  The Church does distinguish between 
mental illness and demonic possession.

2.  The Fathers generally view both the men-
tally ill and the possessed with compas-
sion and, at times, even with admiration.

3.  In the view of the Church, if we aren’t 
saints, we’re insane.

4.  It’s better to be possessed by a demon 
than to be enslaved by our passions.

5.  The reason that it’s better to be possessed 
by a demon than to be enslaved by our 
passions is that enslavement to passions 
is in fact a worse type of demonic pos-
session.

The Fathers distinguished between mental 
illness and demonic possession

Well before the time of Christ, Greek physi-
cians treated people for mental illness. As heirs 
to this medical tradition, Byzantine physicians 
did the same. The Church Fathers routinely refer 
to medical treatment of the insane with no hint 
of disapproval. In one case (that of “lunacy”), 
however, they insist that the cause is not physi-
cal, but demonic. This seems to be the exception 
that proves the rule. (Basically, lunacy seems to 
refer to epilepsy-like symptoms that are associ-
ated with certain phases of the moon. The Fathers 
routinely insist that the demons are causing these 
symptoms and are timing them purposefully with 
the phases of the moon to cast the blame on it.) 
In this one case only, the Fathers take great pains 
to deny medical causes. In all other cases, they 
generally accept the physicians’ diagnoses.

This confi rms that the Fathers generally be-
lieved in mental illness that was distinct from de-
monic possession. We have yet to fi nd any ancient 
texts that specifi cally mention how they distin-
guished the two. But from contemporary elders’ 
specifi c statements and from reading between the 
lines in the lives of saints, it seems that there are 
two fairly reliable tests – Does the person react 
violently to holy things (especially if these holy 
things are hidden from view), and does he have 
knowledge of events that he could not reasonably 
be expected to have? 

The prevailing attitude towards both the 
mentally ill and the possessed was compas-
sion – at times, even admiration

The Fathers in general pitied the mentally 
ill and possessed – and even at times admired 
them. St. Augustine speaks of the compassion of 
those who minister to “those whom they greatly 
love as if they were their children, or some very 
dear friends in sickness, or little children, or in-
sane persons, at whose hands they often endure 
many things; and if their welfare demand it, they 
even show themselves ready to endure more …” 
(St. Augustine, 1980, p. 25). St. John Chrysos-
tom says, “Physicians, when they are kicked, and 
shamefully handled by the insane, then most of 
all pity them, and take measures for their per-
fect cure, knowing that the insult comes of the 
extremity of their disease …. If we see persons 
possessed by devils, we weep for them; we do not 
seek to be ourselves also possessed” (St. John 
Chrysostom, 1978, p. 127). 

Chrysostom admires at least some of the pos-
sessed because “the demon makes men humble. 
… Great is the admiration it calls for, and many 
the praises, when struggling against such a spirit, 
they bear all thankfully …” (St. John Chrysostom, 
1979a, p. 254). 

The Orthodox prayers of exorcism are re-
markably gentle towards the possessed person. 
The prayers are directed to God, or they sternly 
command the demons; there are no harsh words 
for the demoniac. In one place, they even refer 
to the possessed as the Theotokos’s “faithful ser-
vant” (St. Tikhon’s Monastery 1999, p. 17). 

This is not to say that all the mentally ill were 
admirable. In various cases, the godless and the 
persecutors of the righteous became mentally ill 
as a result of their evil deeds. However, at least 
a few of them benefi ted from their mental ill-
ness. Nebuchadnezzar lost his mind because of 
his pride, but was restored to his senses and gave 
thanks to God. King Tiridates of Armenia became 
mentally ill as a result of persecuting martyrs, but 
later repented and became a saint (commemo-
rated on November 29). In many other stories, 
though, the persecutors who became mentally ill 
never showed any repentance. In looking at these 
stories, though, we have to remember that they 

Nearly everything we found astonished us: 
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are from the “Lives” of saints; the writers were 
extolling the saints, not talking about mental 
 illness.

In short, the Fathers did not generally look on 
the mentally ill and possessed as the worst of sin-
ners, but rather with compassion. At least some 
of these people seem to have developed great 
humility and thankfulness to God through their 
affl ictions, and they are to be admired.

If you’re not a saint, you’re insane

In looking for references to insanity, we 
quickly found that most instances of terms re-
lated to insanity (e.g., mad, frenzied, irra-
tional, beside oneself) were not applied to the 
mentally ill. At fi rst, we assumed that the Fathers 
were using these terms the same way we would 
off-handedly say, “That’s crazy,” or, “You’re nuts.” 
It became clear, however, that they were serious. 
For one thing, they accuse absolutely everyone 
who isn’t a saint (including Satan, Adam when he 
ate of the Tree, pagans, heretics, persecutors, and 
careless Christians) of being insane. Also, these 
accusations come up in very serious situations. 
All the Ecumenical Councils denounce heretics as 
insane. And many martyrs, after being accused of 
being insane, bring the charge on their persecu-
tors. Neither the Fathers of the Councils nor the 
martyrs were taking “cheap shots.” They meant 
what they said.

This makes sense if we think of an insane 
person as somebody who cannot perceive or re-
spond correctly to reality. For many in our cul-
ture, this only refers to everyday reality. So the 
person who thinks that he is a gorilla is insane, 
but the 9/11 terrorists – who thought that they 
could go to heaven by killing thousands of inno-
cent people and committing suicide in the pro-
cess – are considered sane because they were just 
acting on beliefs held by their entire subculture. 
To the Fathers, both are insane. But the terrorists 
are insane in a very different and far worse way. 
They are wrong about the most fundamental real-
ity – about the God Who loves Man so much that 
He sent His Son to die for us.

So, everybody who still sins (i.e., everybody 
except the saints) is insane because we are acting 
against God, Who is the fundamental reality. And 
the more we take sin in stride, the more insane we 

are. After all, the person who is just a little crazy 
more or less knows it. But the person who is ser-
iously insane thinks that everybody else is!

It is better to be possessed by a demon than 
by our passions

Once we start to take sin seriously, we can un-
derstand why Church Tradition views those who 
are willfully enslaved to their passions as more 
seriously insane than the mentally ill. But, shock-
ingly, even demonic possession is less serious. St. 
John Chrysostom discusses this in the strongest 
terms.

A demon certainly will not deprive 
us of heaven, but doth in some cases 
even work with the sober-minded. But 
sin will assuredly cast us out. For this 
is a demon we willingly receive, a self-
chosen madness. Wherefore also it hath 
none to pity it [i.e., willful sin] or to par-
don it (St. John Chrysostom, 1979c, pp. 
539, 540, emphasis added). 

[Regarding Judas:] For what would 
the madman do like this? He poured 
not forth foam out of his mouth but he 
poured forth the murder of his Lord. He 
distorted not his hands, but stretched 
them out for the price of precious blood. 
Wherefore his madness was greater, be-
cause he was mad being in health (St. 
John Chrysostom, 1978a, p. 488, em-
phasis added).

So, willful sin is much worse than mental ill-
ness or demonic possession, because it is a free 
choice. The possessed (and, we can assume, the 
mentally ill) are in a good place to develop humil-
ity and thankfulness. Obviously, the willfully sin-
ful are not.

Enslavement to passions is actually a worse 
type of demonic possession

Demons are in a true sense internal to those 
enslaved by passions. In St. John Cassian’s “Sec-
ond Conference of Abba Moses,” Abba Serapion 
relates how, while “still a lad and stopping with 
Abbot Theonas,” he would hide a biscuit in his 
clothes and eat it later in secret. When he fi nally 
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succeeded in confessing his sin, Abba Theonas 
said, “Without any words of mine, your confes-
sion frees you from this slavery.” While Abba The-
onas was still speaking a burning lamp came from 
Abba Serapion’s habit and “fi lled the cell with a 
sulfurous smell.” Abba Theonas then said, “Lo! 
the Lord has visibly confi rmed to you the truth 
of my words, so that you can see with your eyes 
how he who was the author of His Passion [i.e. 
the Devil] has been driven out from your heart 
by your life-giving confession” (St. John Cassian, 
1978, pp. 312, 313).

The Ladder of Divine Ascent talks of the 
great battle we must fi ght to defeat the demon 
of lust. 

After we have fought long and hard 
against this demon, this ally of the fl esh, 
after we have driven it out of our heart, 
torturing it with the stone of fasting and 
the sword of humility, this scourge goes 
into hiding in our bodies, like some 
kind of worm, and it tries to pollute us, 
stimulating us to irrational and untimely 
movements (St. John Climacus, 1982, p. 
183).

These are not just fi gures of speech. 

Before holy baptism, grace encour-
ages the soul towards good from out-
side, while Satan lurks in its depths, 
trying to block all the intellect’s ways 
of approach to the divine. But from the 
moment that we are reborn through 
baptism, the demon is outside, grace is 
within …. Nevertheless, even after bap-
tism Satan still acts on the soul, often, 
indeed, to a greater degree than be-
fore. This is not because he is present 
in the soul together with grace; on the 
contrary, it is because he uses the body’s 
humours to befog the intellect with the 
delight of mindless pleasures (St. Diado-
chos, 1979, No. 76, p. 279).

The more subtle demons attack 
the soul, while the others hold the fl esh 
captive through their lascivious entice-
ments …. When grace does not dwell 
in a man, they lurk like serpents in the 
depths of the heart, never allowing the 

soul to aspire towards God. But when 
grace is hidden in the intellect, they 
then move like dark clouds through the 
different parts of the heart, taking the 
form of sinful passions or of all kinds of 
day-dreams, thus distracting the intel-
lect from the remembrance of God and 
cutting it off from grace (Ibid., No. 81, 
p. 282).

So long as the Holy Spirit is in us, 
Satan cannot enter the depths of the 
soul and remain there …. Again, so as to 
teach us once more 
that it is through 
the body that Sa-
tan attacks the soul 
which participates 
in the Holy Spirit, he 
says: “Stand, there-
fore, having girded 
your loins with truth 
… (Eph. 6:14–17).  
When, because of 
the presence of 
grace, Satan can 
lurk no longer in the 
intellect of those 
pursuing a spiritual 
way, he lurks in the 
body and exploits 
its humours, so that 
through its proclivi-
ties he may seduce 
the soul …. The 
intellect cannot be 
the common dwell-
ing-place of both 
God and the devil. How can St. Paul 
say that “with my intellect I serve the 
law of God, but with the fl esh the law of 
sin” (Rom. 7:25), unless the intellect is 
completely free to engage in battle with 
the demons, gladly submitting itself to 
grace, whereas the body is attracted by 
the smell of mindless pleasures? He can 
only say this because the wicked spir-
its of deception are free to lurk in the 
bodies of those pursuing a spiritual way 
(Ibid., No. 82, pp. 282-284).
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St. Diadochos seems to be contradicting him-
self – seeming to say that demons cannot dwell 
in baptized believers’ souls at all, but also talk-
ing of their moving through different parts of the 
hearts of believers. Most probably, St. Diadochos 
means the deepest part of the baptized believers’ 
souls. Clearly, however, the demons can “lurk in 
the body” and attack the soul through the body 
and can dwell in believers’ hearts at some level. 
These texts are found in The Philokalia, which 
shows that they are generally accepted Orthodox 
teaching.

So, enslavement to passions is a true form 
of demonic possession, which affects both unbe-
lievers and believers. However, demons cannot 
inhabit the deepest part of the soul of believers. 
This enslavement to passions is a worse form of 
possession than the fi rst form of demonic posses-
sion because it is freely chosen.

Hope for Us Sinners

This is great news for the possessed and men-
tally ill, but it can be a recipe for despair for the 
rest of us. What hope do we have if we’re better 
off being enslaved to demons than to our pas-
sions? 

But there is hope for us if we continue to re-
pent and struggle against our sin. St. John Chrys-
ostom says this beautifully:

He that wrestles is still held fast, but 
it is enough for him that he has not fall-
en. When we depart hence, then, and 
not till then, will the glorious victory be 
achieved. For instance, take the case of 
some evil lust. The extraordinary thing 
would be, not even to entertain it, but 
to stifl e it. If, however, this be not possi-
ble, then though we may have to wrestle 
with it, and retain it to the last, yet if we 
depart still wrestling, we are conquerors 
(St. John Chrysostom, 1979b, p. 162).
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“Dear William, I will let you study with Fr. 
Nick and we will see how it goes. Of course, you 
will need to get a college degree as is my require-
ment for all our priests. Hilda will also need to 
accept it, because otherwise it cannot be. Let me 
hear from you. Fr. Nick has agreed to help.”

I felt numb. My fi rst reaction was, “What have 
I gotten myself into?” O my God! I showed the 
letter to Hilda. She read it quietly since she was 
aware of our letter to Sayedna. She went to our 
icon and lit the candle; and we both said a prayer 
and placed ourselves in the hands of God. So be-
gan my studies with Fr. Nick. He started teach-
ing me about the structure and symbolisms of the 
Divine Liturgy. I was to meet with him after I fi n-
ished each day’s work, and on Sunday morning I 
was to be at the Russian St. Nicholas Church and 
observe him as he celebrated the Liturgy.

We had no idea of how long this would con-
tinue. How was I going to get a college degree? 
How many years would all this take? Would I be 
sent off to the seminary in New York for four 

years? What about Hilda, and Bob, our son . . . or 
our house? Questions fi lled my mind. I tried not 
to think about the uncertainty of the road ahead. 
God would surely provide!

As I look back, I smile at the workings of 
Archbishop ANTONY all the time of my stud-
ies. The word “Sayidna” is a loving Arabic word 
meaning “our Father in Christ.” His Eminence 
 (Sayidna) was the head of the Antiochian Ortho-
dox Christian Archdiocese of North America and 
all its parishes. He faced problems every day, and 
he solved them with great wisdom. Archbishops 
possess great spiritual authority, and great lati-
tude in dispensing it. While Fr. Nick and I were 
proceeding, His Eminence was in the midst of 
solving a problem with a parish in Ohio; I was to 
be part of the solution.

The St. Elias parish was threatening to close. 
The new pastor, Fr. James, was not coming af-
ter all; he would be going to California, and the 
congregation was furious! After all, was he not 
promised to St. Elias? Was he not ordained espe-

The Rt. Rev.
Archimandrite
Paul Moses and
Bishop ANTOUN

Fond
It was January of 1952 when the 

letter from His Eminence came. I 

had been expecting it for weeks. My 

hand trembled as I opened it. Would 

the answer be “Yes”? I was almost 

afraid that it would be. When I had 

asked Fr. Nicholas for advice, he had 

said, “You are 30 years old, Bill. I 

doubt it. My advice is that you write 

and ask; and if the answer is “No,” 

so be it. You can then know that it 

is not to be, and go on with your 

life and do other things. If you do 

not ask, you will always wonder and 

never be satisfi ed with your life.”

It was January of 1952 when the

letter from His Eminence came. I 

had been expecting it for weeks. My 

hand trembled as I opened it. Would 

the answer be “Yes”? I was almost 

afraid that it would be. When I had 

asked Fr. Nicholas for advice, he had 

said “You are 30 years old Bill I

         Memories
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cially for them? Did not a huge delegation go to 
his ordination in Cleveland, bearing gifts and new 
vestments, celebrating with a banquet? Sayidna 
tried to explain, but they would have none of it. 
“He is our pastor and we want him, and no other!” 
So His Eminence cooled the situation by promis-
ing to send a priest to keep the church open until 
a worthy pastor could be located and assigned. 
This problem arose in May. I had been studying 
for about 5 months when I received a frantic call 
from Fr. Nick, “The Archbishop wants us to pre-
pare you to be ordained to be a deacon on July 
5th, and to the priesthood on July 6th. I told him 
that you are defi nitely not ready to be ordained 
in any way, that you barely understand even the 
Divine Liturgy … but I could not convince him. I 
do not know what else to do!”

I was stunned, and I called Brooklyn and 
pleaded with the Archbishop, but to no avail. He 
would be in Pittsburgh in July, and I was to be 
ready. I thought, “Why?!” I thought it could be 
years! He did not explain anything to me, nor did 
I understand his situation. It was just “Get ready.” 
And so William became Deacon Paul W. Moses on 
July 5, 1952, and Father Paul W. Moses on July 6, 
1952. Here was a priest who knew nothing about 
being a priest.

After that strange weekend I was to go to 
my home and await his call and instructions. A 
month later, in August, I was told to report to St. 
Elias, Toledo, as “pastor.” To the parish council 
he wrote, “Fr. Paul Moses is coming to fi ll-in until 
I fi nd the regular pastor as I promised.” St. Elias 
was told one thing, and I another. 

I was bewildered and quite scared, under-
standing my assignment to be as pastor. I arrived 
by bus in front of this beautiful church, looked 
up at the cross on the dome, and my eyes fi lled 
with tears: my fi rst parish! It was a weekday, and 
the arrangement was that I would be met at the 
church. Dimitri, President of the parish council, 
came out and led me toward the parish hall. I 
asked if we could enter the church fi rst; and as 
my eyes scanned the interior my heart fi lled with 
joy as I kissed the altar and knelt to pray. Dimitri 
stood quietly and respectfully at the side.

When the two of us entered the offi ce in the 
large parish hall and I saw no one else, I won-
dered why no delegation was there to welcome 
me. As we approached the offi ce I expected oth-

ers to be waiting to meet and greet the new pas-
tor, but it was just Dimitri. He was very pleasant. 
We sat and talked about different things. He told 
me that the parish had arranged a furnished room 
with a comfortable chair and table. It was rented 
and the owner was an elderly lady; it would be a 
very nice home. It was not clear what the arrange-
ments were regarding meals or anything else.

Nor did the parish have a car. I had left ours 
back in Pittsburgh. Just then a tinge of homesick-
ness came over me. I asked, and Dimitri told me 
that since he worked all day at the store, I would 
be welcome to pick up his car and use it during 
the day. He also told me that the house next to 
the church had two apartments, and the pastor’s 
apartment was being completely renovated and 
newly furnished. How nice, I thought. I supposed 
that was why I was being given the rented fur-
nished room. I did not know about the situation 
with Fr. James, and that the renovated apartment 
was to be for him. I still was unaware that I was 
not really the pastor, and just fi lling in.

Dimitri then drove us over to a hotel of apart-
ments to meet Fr. Anthony, who was staying for 
two weeks to help me before going to be pas-
tor in Detroit. Sayidna arranged it. Fr. Anthony 
was a real take-charge priest, and insisted that I 
must also have an apartment; it was done at once. 
Fr. Anthony was just wonderful. During the two 
weeks, he showed me how to do a wedding (one 
was scheduled) and how to do a baptism (also 
scheduled).

He also told me that another Metropolitan, 
Archbishop SAMUEL, the head of a Toledo Arch-
diocese, had his home and headquarters in the 
city. Fr. said that he would arrange an audience 
with His Eminence so as to show our respects. 
We did that a couple of days later. The Archbish-
op seemed surprised to see me kneel and kiss his 
hand and ask for his blessing. In the course of 
our conversation Sayidna SAMUEL told me that 
his cathedral, St. George, was in Toledo, and he 
seemed surprised but also pleased that I had come 
to show respect in a proper manner.

I also met his Vicar-General, the Rt. Rev. 
Archimandrite Ananias Kassab, at this visit, and 
shook his hand. Little did I realize that this man 
would become my teacher. God bless him. We 
said goodbye after a pleasant visit; and when we 
reached the car Fr. Anthony let out a little laugh, 
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orty years ago, The WORD maga-
zine recorded that during the Miami 
Convention of 1969, North American 
Council (NAC) Teen SOYO, under the 
direction of his Eminence Metro-
politan PHILIP, elected its fi rst Presi-

dent, Mr. Robert Laham Jr. The teens 
were previously a committee of (Senior) 

SOYO. (Senior SOYO is currently known 
as the Fellowship of St John the Divine.) His Em-
inence, with the help of Helen E. Rihbany, the 
National Teenage Chairwoman of Senior SOYO, 
set the following as priorities for this Teen Move-
ment in the Archdiocese, as found in Helen’s re-
port to the General Assembly:

I  Religious: That the teens would learn 
the theology, dogmas and history of the 
Church. That they would participate in 
panel discussions between themselves 
and the bishops and clergy of the Arch-
diocese covering a wide range of issues 
affecting their lives.

II  Charitable: We must teach these future 
leaders of the Church and community 
“that what they send into the lives of 
others returns into their own.” The char-
ity work was a directive from his Emi-
nence Metropolitan PHILIP who estab-
lished charity as part of the heart of the 

youth movement of the Archdiocese.

III  Cultural: This area serves two functions. 
Beyond keeping teenagers together, it 
broadens their knowledge.

IV  Social: “This is good because it keeps 
our young people together.” SOYO 
places a high value on Orthodox Chris-
tian socializing, in the knowledge that it 
maintains our cohesion as a community. 
We must strive to actively incorporate 
the works of the young in the total cal-
endar of the church and endeavor to 
listen to them …. If we fail to fulfi ll our 
youth’s desire to be involved in active 
and meaningful matters, then we have 
failed our greatest hope for the future 
of our church and traditions.

One of the fi rst acts of the newly elected NAC 
Teen SOYO President, Robert Laham Jr., was to 
present a check in the amount of $3,302.75 to 
his Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP from the Teen 
SOYO charity fund. His Eminence sent the mon-
ey collected by the teens to needy orphanages. 
From the beginning his Eminence instilled in the 
hearts and minds of our young people the need 
to reach out and minister to the poor.

In 1970 His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP 
summed up the importance of SOYO. He wrote, 
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“SOYO must move upward from man to God and forward from man to 
man, and … this movement must be expressed in concrete spiritual expe-
riences and humanitarian actions. If SOYO is to realize its spiritual goals, 
the SOYO members must fi rst become fully aware of their mission in his-
tory as living members of the One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church. 
The Orthodox Church through her rich mystical life and glorious liturgical 
traditions can generously enrich our lives and provide us with this deep 
sense of the ‘holy.’ Self-awareness through meaningful participation in the 
sacramental life of the Church ultimately leads to a defi nite commitment 
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. When I see Christ, I see man and when I see 
man, I see Christ.”

Over the past forty years of Teen SOYO, the youth movement of the 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese of North America has striv-
en to spread the good news, to keep young people in the Church, and 
to reach out and minister to the poor. From the beginning, teens across 
the Archdiocese frequented soup kitchens, orphanages, and senior citi-
zen homes, hospitals, homeless shelters and so many other places where 
people in need were to be found. Thirty years ago, ten years into the life 
of NAC Teen SOYO, our teens were so moved by the gift of an Antio-
chian Village camping experience that they established NAC Teen SOYO 
Special Olympics to provide the same opportunity to the Special Olympic 
Athletes of Pennsylvania. Over these thirty years our teens have raised 
over $700,000 for Special Olympics events and have hosted nearly 3,000 
Special Olympic Athletes at the SOYO Special Olympics training camp. 
Throughout the forty years of NAC SOYO our teens continued to expand 
their ministry and outreach to the poor and needy.

Care for those in need continues to stand at the heart of Teen SOYO. 
In an effort to raise the level of outreach, fi ve years ago our teens gave 
their fi nancial and other support to the new Orthodox Youth Outreach 
(OYO), a ministry of NAC Teen SOYO. Through OYO and other SOYO 
efforts, teens across North America reach out to those on the streets and 
shelters of our cities to bring companionship, food, clothing and the love 
of Christ.

Forty years following the establishment of NAC SOYO, teens across 
this Archdiocese lead in so many areas of Church life in fulfi lling the Good 
News of the Gospel. Teens have committed themselves to “Living the 
Orthodox Faith in Christ, through Worship, Witness, Service and Fellow-
ship.”

Each SOYO year now starts with a SOYO Leadership Conference in 
July, at which all of the diocesan and NAC SOYO offi cers, spiritual advisors 
and youth directors come together to develop their leadership skills, to 
design their diocesan and North American SOYO year and programs, and 
to develop a deep sense of community among themselves.

Once the School year starts, SOYO members fi nd themselves teach-
ing in the Church School, serving in the Sanctuary, singing in the Choir, 
chanting, reading in Church, and many other activities that fully integrate 
them into the life of the Church.

October, established by Metropolitan PHILIP as Youth Month, fi nds 
our teens reading the epistles, giving sermons, passing the collection trays 
in Church, raising awareness of their ministry to the Special Olympic Ath-
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letes, and raising the nearly $50,000 funds needed annually for SOYO’s Special 
Olympics Ministry.

November and December are typically active months for our teens, as they 
can be found anywhere and everywhere working to fulfi ll the gospel commands, 
whether that be participating in the worship life of the Church, or bearing wit-
ness to Christ to their peers, people on the street, or across the community. It 
is a time of many SOYO meetings, retreats, gatherings and fellowship.

January, known as SOYO Education Month, fi nds our teens teaching their 
fellow teens and parishioners of the “Sacred Gift of Life.” Our teens’ concern 
for the unborn and the needs of unwed mothers has motivated our young 
people to teach on alternatives to abortion and to recognizing the need to 
help those who have chosen life for their children. In January of 2010, SOYO 
will expand its teaching to include the importance of chastity and purity as chil-
dren of God and as a means towards healthy marriages and families. January 
also fi nds our teens raising funds for SOYO’s Youth Worker Education Fund, to 
provide scholarships for parish Youth Workers who are pursuing more educa-
tion in youth ministry through the St. Stephen’s Youth Ministry Concentration. 
Our teens have raised over $125,000 to date and seek to establish a $250,000 
endowment for parish youth worker education. You can help celebrate SOYO’s 
40th anniversary by making a contribution to this fund.

In February, our NAC and Diocesan SOYO offi cers at the Antiochian Village 
participate in the SOYO Midwinter Meetings – a time to check on the progress 
of our ministries and the work of our Diocesan SOYO. Often this functions as a 
mid-year boost to our efforts to serve our young people and the Church.

SOYO members in March and April are deeply engaged in our Great Lent-
en effort through retreats and ministry to others. A highlight of SOYO’s journey 
to the empty tomb is the Great Friday Vigil, in which teens take turns reading 
from the Scripture from Friday afternoon until the Resurrection services of Pas-
cha. For many, this reading and refl ection at the tomb of Christ makes them 
realize how much closer to Christ they have grown through the SOYO year.

Teens from across the Archdiocese spend May and June at their Parish Life 
Conferences, reporting on their year’s activities, setting new goals and electing 
new offi cers. It is always a joy to watch the way our teens, with such great love 
and concern, pass on leadership responsibility to each new generation.

As the youth movement of the Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese 
of North America, SOYO has grown over the past 40 years into a vibrant youth 
movement that draws the lives of our young people closer to Christ and His 
Holy Orthodox Church. SOYO is the vehicle to keep our young people in the 
Church and, most importantly, committed to Christ. We thank the tens of thou-
sands of teens, the thousands of advisors and the multitude of clergy, parents, 
and hierarchs who have supported and ministered to SOYO over these past 40 
years. We thank His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP, for the trust he placed in 
the hands of the teens of this Archdiocese 40 years ago, a trust that gave our 
teens the freedom to express their love for Christ and His Church. We espe-
cially ask for your continued support and prayers as SOYO moves into another 
decade of service to Christ’s Holy Church.

by V. Rev. Dr. Joseph F. Purpura

  ons of  Disciples and Leaders



I count my life blessed in so many ways. One of 
those blessings has been my relationship with Teen 
SOYO. It began when I was twelve years old and 
the wife of our parish priest encouraged my par-
ents to let me begin participating in Teen SOYO. 
The people I looked up to were members of Teen 
SOYO. My cousins were involved. All of the older 
kids in my parish were active participants. I was 
ready to be part of the group of cool kids. And so it 
began, and it has yet to end some 35 years later.

It was within Teen SOYO that I learned so 
much about my faith. I still vividly remember teen 
retreats that afforded me the opportunity to learn 
truly what it meant to confess my sins and to delve 
into a deeper relationship with my parish priest as 
a true mentor and spiritual father. It was in these 
retreats that I learned to express my faith in words 
and stand up for my beliefs that became rooted 

in the teaching of the Church. It was at these re-
treats that I met a seminarian who believed in me 
more than I did myself. These retreats laid a foun-
dation for me to learn how to remove myself from 
the commotion of daily living so I could take time 
to experience a communion with God that is hard 
to do at most other times. These Teen SOYO re-
treats solidifi ed my love for the liturgical life of the 
Church.

But Teen SOYO wasn’t only about retreats. 
Teen SOYO presented me with opportunities that 
never seemed to be as vividly present at school. I 
was given the opportunity to learn about the dy-
namics of organizations, how to lead meetings, 
maintain a treasury, record minutes, and make de-
cisions that are rooted in prayer. Teen SOYO en-
abled me to travel around the United States and 
meet other young Orthodox Christians who were 
also passionate about Christ and their faith. As a 
result of such encounters, I established the stron-
gest friendships of my life that remain to this day. 
Because of Teen SOYO, I was more grounded and 
less desirous to experiment with things in my youth 
than many of my peers.

Participating in Teen SOYO, I was also blessed 
to visit with His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP and 
many clergy of the Archdiocese, which inspired me 
to offer my life as a servant of God. I had tremen-
dous adult role models while in Teen SOYO, from 
my lay advisors at the local, regional and archdi-
ocesan levels, to the Spiritual Advisors at each of 
those levels. It was easy to understand God’s call-

ing to service in watching these saintly people. So 
I did all that I could to fulfi ll that calling, from serv-
ing as a President, Vice-President and Treasurer of 
my local Teen SOYO, to President and Treasurer of 
Eastern Region Teen SOYO, to President and Trea-
surer of NAC Teen SOYO. It was during these years 
that I was blessed once more by being one of the 
teens on the ground fl oor in the establishment of 
the Teen SOYO Special Olympics Camp, with my 
cousin Ken. I am pleased to say that this program 
is now in its 30th year of existence. I have been for-
tunate to be able to return to the program as the 
Teen SOYO Coordinator of the Special Olympics 
Camp for the past nine years.

All of these factors led to my eventual enroll-
ment at St. Vladimir’s Seminary. Even while at semi-
nary, I was actively engaged in Teen SOYO, leading 
retreats and working with the teens of the parishes 

that I was assigned to 
serve. After being or-
dained and assigned 
to my fi rst parish, I was 
blessed to be given the 
privilege to serve as the 

Spiritual Advisor for Midwest Teen SOYO, which 
lasted more than a decade before I assumed the 
role of NAC Teen SOYO Spiritual Advisor.

In the nearly two decades of serving as Spiritual 
Advisor, I have met some of the fi nest young men 
and women you would ever want to meet. These 
young men and women weren’t content simply to 
learn about their faith and continue the same min-
istries. They wanted to expand the scope of their 
ministry and do more ministry. The members of 
Teen SOYO initiated outreach programs through-
out the Archdiocese. They are recording radio 
messages and podcasts as a means of evangelism. 
They want to bring an end to the societal abuses 
of human life. With Metropolitan PHILIP’s blessing 
and encouragement, they launched the Archdioc-
esan recognition of the Sacred Gift of Life Sunday. 
They are now working towards activities that will 
promote Orthodox unity at the local level.

I continue to be impressed by the growth and 
spiritual maturity of our teens over the past forty 
years. I have seen so many Teen SOYO members 
move into positions of leadership within the Arch-
diocese and the world. May we continue to en-
courage our young people to commit their lives to 
Christ and their parish through Teen SOYO. I offer 
my thanks to God for the many wonderful, God-
loving people who have had a great impact on my 
life throughout the past 35 years in Teen SOYO. 
Without it, I don’t know where I would be today.

by V. Rev. Anthony Yazge

My Years in Teen SOYO
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So much of who I am and what I have become is due to my life in Teen SOYO.



“Well, Fr. Paul, I guess you are in deep trouble 
now!” What? He said, “Our Archbishop and Arch-
bishop SAMUEL are not on speaking terms!” I let 
it pass. Things seemed to go well for about four 
weeks. I said nothing about my lack of training, 
and no one seemed to be aware of it. I wondered 
why no mention was made of the apartment next 
door, or about the pastor’s stipend, or a car.

I was aware, too, that the council had met at 
least twice without inviting me. I decided to ask. 
“Dimitri, I notice that the men on the council have 
met. When are they going to discuss with me my 
stipend, living quarters, bringing my Khourieye 
and my son, and other arrangements? I miss my 
family; and we need to arrange for them to move 
here.” 

He looked puzzled, and asked me, Why would 
I be moving? “His Eminence sent me here to be 
your pastor.” He was surprised. “He told us that 
you were to let Fr. Anthony go to Detroit, and 
were just fi lling in …. Did he not tell you that?”

“Oh,” I said, and paused to digest the situa-
tion. I saw it all now. No wonder there had been 

no welcome committee. No wonder, too, that the 
council met without the pastor. I did not blame 
these people; I blamed the Archbishop. He knew I 
was ill-prepared for ordination, and threw me into 
the fi re just to stall for time.

Dimitri saw my face, and said, “Gee, Fr. Paul, 
I feel so bad. It was not right for him to do this.” 
He then told me the story about Fr. James. “Dim-
itri,” I said, “I will be leaving tomorrow. I miss 
my family, and I feel no obligation to stay. I am 
returning to Pittsburgh, and His Eminence will 
need to settle this with you all.” He begged me not 
to leave until he could call a special meeting of 
the council and explain all this to them. He asked 
me to sit with them. The council met, and Dimitri 
explained to them what was going on, and that Fr. 
Paul wanted to leave.

They all agreed that the whole thing should 
not have happened as it did. Dimitri then said 
that Fr. James was not coming, and it was time to 
move on. Fr. Paul, he continued, has been won-
derful; why not ask to have him as our pastor? It 
was unanimous, and they called Sayidna. He was 
willing, but also told them that Fr. Paul was still 
in training, was mature, had two years as a fl ying 
offi cer in combat, and two years at business col-
lege. He made it clear to them that, although by 
grace their pastor was empowered to perform all 
things spiritual, they would need to be loving and 
patient to help him and his Khourieye and son. 
They were delighted, and asked me what they 
could do to help us, promised to get our quarters 
ready, and arranged for a car. My stipend monthly 
would start at $350.00. They were aware that I 
intended to enroll at Toledo University full-time 
on the GI Bill, and approved it to fulfi ll my need 
for a degree.

I then told them that to complete my studies 
for the priesthood, I intended to ask Fr. Ananias, 
former professor of studies at the Balamand Sem-
inary in Lebanon, to tutor me for as long as nec-
essary to qualify me to be complete as a pastor. 
Since I am not qualifi ed now, I told them, I cannot 
accept your generous offer of $350.00, but when 
I feel properly ready to deserve it, we can come 
back to it. One member commented aloud, “Will 
someone please tell me if I heard what I think I 
heard?” “A priest who wants to take less than is 
offered?!” And they were impressed and said that 
they had a true priest for their pastor.
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However, they gently brought up the matter 
of Fr. Ananias. “You, Father, should know that no 
one at St. Elias has had anything to do with the 
clergy or members of St. George for years, nor 
do we tolerate our pastor going there. We must 
ask you to make other arrangements.” All agreed. 
I responded, “Yes, I know about that because Fr. 
Anthony told me. We paid respects to His Emi-
nence, Sayidna SAMUEL, and met Fr. Ananias. I 
knelt and kissed Sayidna’s hand and received his 
blessing, and I shook the hand of Fr. Hanania and 
kissed him.”

I thought I detected surprise in their faces. I 
now see why. I now know why Fr. Anthony said 
I was in deep trouble. “I have been with you for 
only a month and I already love you, because you 
are my spiritual children. And I can see that you 
already love me. And Sayidna SAMUEL is a canon-
ical Archbishop of our Holy Synod, Fr. Hanania is 
my brother in Christ. I love them, and it is my job 
as an instrument of my beloved Savior to bring 
back love and peace to you and them. Please do 
not keep me from my calling. Jesus said, ‘Love 
one another.’ How can I do anything else?” They 
looked at each other, nodded and stood and came 
and kissed me, and said no more.

We stayed with St. Elias for fi ve years. I gradu-
ated cum-laude with a B.A. in sociology. We spent 
fi ve years at the knee of Fr. Hanania.

Father Paul W. Moses

Archimandrite Paul W. Moses is 87 years old now, 
and retired in Florida in September of 2007. A widower, 
Archimandrite Paul raised a fi ne family. He has served 
the Church in diffi cult and complex times and has seen 
and lived the history of Orthodoxy in America. He has 
built and maintained parishes in various parts of the 
Archdiocese. We look forward to other fond memories. 
May God bless him.

Elevations

HAGLER, Deacon Nathaniel, to the dignity of 
Protodeacon, by Bishop JOSEPH at Holy Cross 
Church in Yakima, Washington, on March 22, 
2009. 

Ordained

CHRISTIANSON, Deacon John, to the holy 
priesthood, by Bishop JOSEPH at St. Nicholas 
Cathedral, Los Angeles, California, on February 
15, 2009.

HACKNEY, Deacon Daniel, to the holy priest-
hood, by Bishop MARK at St. Elias Church in 
Sylvania, Ohio, on February 22, 2009.

Canonically Released

ALHIRSSH, Rev. Nicola, from the Antiochian Or-
thodox Christian Archdiocese of North America 
to the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of Amman, 
Jordan, effective March 31, 2009.

Donations to The WORD
March 2009

Kimberly A. Eggers $20

Mr. and Mrs. Steven Buchanan $200

Mr. and Mrs. Henry Schoenlein $30

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Assaley $30

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Newey $100

Sam and Pam Kalil $100

ARCHDIOCESE 

OFFICE

University of 
 Balamand

CONNECT
 2009

Welcome to CONNECT 2009.
Register NOW!

The CONNECT program is open to all young 
people who are interested in Lebanon and the 
Middle East.  Participants have come from the U.S., 
Canada and Arabian Gulf, with some having roots in 
the region. Our mission is to CONNECT Lebanese and 
other Arab immigrants with their homeland and to 
CONNECT those who want to know more about the 
area with our cultural heritage.

This is achieved through: academic programs; 
seminars, workshops, and meetings; audiovisuals and 
tutorials; trips in Lebanon; hikes throughout  Lebanon; 
cultural and sports activities; community-based 
 projects.

We offer an opportunity for young men and 
women residing outside Lebanon to experience and 
enjoy  living, learning, and building relationships in the 
 beautiful environment of Lebanon.

CONNECT is designed in content and method to 
enrich the mind, body, and soul,  addressing young 
people’s cultural and ancestral interests.

CONNECT, University of Balamand Deir El Balamand - North Lebanon, Lebanon
Phone +961 1 562108/9 ext. 23, Fax: +961 1 562110

connect2009@balamand.edu.lb



GENERAL FUND
Metropolitan PHILIP ...................................... $10,000
Bishop ANTOUN ................................................ 1,000
Mrs. Elaine Heider – Johnstown, PA ................. 20,000
Anonymous ...................................................... 20,000
Mr. Kory Warr – Oklahoma City, OK ................. 15,000
Mr. Douglas Skaff –
     South Charleston, WV ................................. 12,000
Mr. Nicola Antakli – Troy, MI ............................ 10,000
Mr. Edward Assile – Cresskill, NJ ..................... 10,000
Dr. David Bojrab – Ft. Wayne, IN ...................... 10,000
Mr. Dan Braun – Goleta, CA ............................. 10,000
Mr. Fawaz El Khoury – Westboro, MA ............... 10,000
Dr. George Farha – Wichita, KS ........................ 10,000
Dr. Elias Hebeka – Naples, FL .......................... 10,000
Dr. Donald Howard – Davie, FL ........................ 10,000
Mr. Anton Khoury – Davie, FL .......................... 10,000
Dr. Sam Kouri – Wichita, KS ............................. 10,000
Mr. Gregory Laham – Westwood, MA ............... 10,000
Mr. William Nassir – La Jolla, CA ...................... 10,000
Mr. George Nassor – Wyckoff, NJ ..................... 10,000
Dr. Raymond Rishwain – Stockton, CA ............. 10,000
Mr. Philip Saliba – New York, NY ...................... 10,000
Mr. Elias Shaheen – Houston, TX ..................... 10,000
Mr. Dave Tax – Newport Beach, CA .................. 10,000
Mr. Robert Laham – Chestnut Hill, MA ............... 8,000
Anonymous ........................................................ 8,000
Mr. Hafi z Nassar – Toledo, OH ............................ 7,000
Mr. Mansour Rayan – Lincolnwood, IL ............... 6,000
Mr. Daniel Abraham – Grand Rapids, MI ............ 5,000
Mr. Walid Khalife – Bloomfi eld Hills, MI ............. 5,000
Mr. John Dalack – Staten Island, NY ................... 4,000
Mr. George Darany – Dearborn, MI .................... 4,000
Dr. Eugene Sayfi e – Miami, FL ............................ 4,000
Mr. Sam Newey – Jacksonville, FL ...................... 3,000
Mr. Walter Parhamovich – Las Vegas, NV ............ 3,000
Mr. Abe Abraham – Grand Rapids, MI ................ 2,500
Mr. James Abraham – Grand Rapids, MI ............. 2,500
Mr. Wade Abraham – Grand Rapids, MI .............. 2,500
Mr. Rex Moore – Fort Worth, TX ........................ 2,500
Ms. Jean Sam – Bonita Springs, FL .................... 2,500
Dr. Anthony Bashir – W. Roxbury, MA ................. 2,500
Mr. Philip Haddad – Charleston, WV .................. 2,000
Mr. George Madanat – Diamond Bar, CA ............ 2,000
Dr. Alan Matook – Cedar Grove, NJ .................... 2,000
Mr. Richard Ayoub – Glendale, CA ...................... 1,000
Rt. Rev. Paul Doyle – Torrance, CA ..................... 1,000
Deane Sterndale – Bennett Trust ........................... 794
Edward Baloutine – 
     Washington Township, NJ ................................ 500

Mr. Adeeb Saad – Encino, CA ................................ 500
Mr. Charles Staheen – Canton, OH ........................ 200
Mr. George Nimmer – Omaha, NE ......................... 100
Dr. Samuel Cross, Jr. – Ford City, PA ....................... 50

ARCHDIOCESE SEMINARY FUND
Anonymous ...................................................... $2,500
Sam F. Hamra Memorial Funds ........................... 1,000
Mr. Nicola Antakli .................................................. 500
Dr. George Farha ................................................... 500
Mr. Walid Khalife ................................................... 250

ARCHDIOCESE SEMINARIANS FUND
Joe Swehla ....................................................... $4,200
Anonymous ........................................................ 1,000
Mr. Nicola Antakli .................................................. 500
Mr. Sam Newey ...................................................... 300
Mr. Jason Post ....................................................... 100

ANTIOCHIAN WOMEN
Dr. Sam Kouri .......................................................$500
Dr. Raymond Rishwain ...........................................500
Mr. Philip Haddad.................................................. 250
Mr. Walid Khalife ................................................... 250

FELLOWSHIP OF ST. JOHN THE DIVINE
Mr. Nicola Antakli ................................................ $500
Dr. Sam Kouri ........................................................ 500
Dr. Raymond Rishwain .......................................... 500
Mr. Walid Khalife ................................................... 250

NAC TEEN SOYO
Mr. Nicola Antakli ................................................ $500
Dr. Sam Kouri ........................................................ 500
Mr. Walid Khalife ................................................... 250
Mr. Sam Newey ...................................................... 200

FOR THE PATRIARCHATE OF ANTIOCH
Jonathan Dejong, Wichita, KS .......................... $7,500
     (Archdiocese of Houran)
St. John of Damascus Teen SOYO,
     Dedham, MA ................................................. 5,286
     (Al Kafaat)
Endowment of the Antiochian Women and
     Katherine Ajar Fund ...................................... 5,000
     (Saidnaya Monastery, Syria)
Nassim N. Taleb, Larchmont, NY ........................ 1,500
     (Archdiocese of Tipoli and El Koura)
St. John of Damascus, Dedham, MA ...................... 442
     (St. Gregory Orphanage, Damascus, Syria)

Individual Contributions to Archdiocese Funds
January 31, 2009
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St. Luke Church, Abiline, TX ................................. 360
     (Archdiocese of Houran)
All Saints, Maryland Heights, MO .......................... 210
     (Al Kafaat)

CLERGY BENEFITS FUND
Antiochian Women ......................................  $151,752
Anonymous ........................................................ 5,000
George Madanat, Diamond Bar, CA .................... 3,000
David and Debbi Elkouri .................................... 1,000
St. Nicholas Church, Myrtle Beach, SC .................. 500
Sts. Peter and Paul Church, Topeka, KS ................. 142

ANTIOCHIAN VILLAGE
Issam Fares Foundation .................................. $75,000

THE AMEROSE MEMORIAL FUND
Mrs. Mary Mabardie, Ridgewood, NJ ................ $3,000

CHILDREN’S RELIEF FUND
Anonymous ...................................................... $2,000

NATIONAL ORATORICAL CONTEST SCHOLAR-
SHIPS
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Laham .............................. $3,000

EASTERN REGION ORATORICAL  CONTEST 
SCHOLARSHIPS
Mr. and Mrs. George Nassor ............................. $1,500

BISHOP BASIL SOUTHWEST MISSIONARY 
FUND
Southwest Region ............................................. $1,000

MISSIONARY FUND
Brian Clayton, Spokane, WA ................................ $700
Dr. George Farha, Wichita, KS ............................... 700
St. George Church, Spring Valley, IL ...................... 700

MISSIONS AND EVANGELISM  ENDOWMENT 
FUND
George Madanat, Diamond Bar, CA .................. $4,000
St. Michael Church, Van Nuys, CA ...................... 2,500

V. REV. GEORGE ALBERTS 

 1. ACTS 21:8-14; JOHN 14:27-15:7 

 2. ACTS 21:26-32; JOHN 16:2-13 

 3. ACTS 23:1-11; JOHN 16:15-23 (FAST) 

 4. ACTS 25:13-19; JOHN 16:23-33 

 5. ACTS 27:1-44; JOHN 17:18-26 (FAST) 

 6. ACTS 28:1-31; JOHN 21:15-25 

 7. ACTS 2:1-11; JOHN 7:37-52, 8:12

  PENTECOST 

 8.  EPHESIANS 5:9-19; MATTHEW 18:10-20 

 9. ROMANS 1:1-7, 13-17; MATTHEW 4:25-5:13 

 10. ROMANS 1:18-27; MATTHEW 5:20-26 

 11. ROMANS 1:28-2:29; MATTHEW 5:33-41 

 12. ROMANS 2:14-29; MATTHEW 5:33-41

 13.  ROMANS 1:7-12; MATTHEW 5:42-48 

 14. HEBREWS 11:23-12:2;

  MATTHEW 10:32-33, 37-38; 19:27-30 

 15. ROMANS 2:28-3:18;

  MATTHEW 6:321-34, 7:9-11

  APOSTLE FAST BEGINS 

 16. ROMANS 4:4-12; MATTHEW 7:15-21 (FAST) 

 17. ROMANS 4:13-25; MATTHEW 7:21-23 (FAST) 

 18. ROMANS 5:10-16; MATTHEW 8:23-27 (FAST) 

 19. ROMANS 5:17-6:2; MATTHEW 9:14-17 (FAST) 

 20.  ROMANS 3:19-26; MATTHEW 7:1-8 (FAST) 

 21.   ROMANS 2:10-16; MATTHEW 4:18-23 (FAST) 

 22. ROMANS 7:1-13; MATTHEW 9:36-10:8 (FAST) 

 23. ROMANS 7:14-8:2; MATTHEW 10:9-15 (FAST) 

 24. ROMANS 13:11-14:4;

  LUKE 1:1-25, 57-68 76, 80 (FAST)

 25. ROMANS 8:22-27; MATTHEW 10:23-31 (FAST)

 26. ROMANS 9:6-19;

  MATTHEW 10:32-36, 11:1 (FAST) 

 27. ROMANS 3:29-4:3; MATTHEW 7:24-8:4 (FAST) 

 28. ROMANS 5:1-10; MATTHEW 6:22-33 (FAST)

 29. 2 CORINTHIANS 11:21-12:9;

  MATTHEW 16:13-19

  APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL

 30. ROMANS 10:11-11:12; MATTHEW 11:16-20

DAILY DEVOTIONS
JUNE 2009
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Perhaps to many people, “serving the needs 
of the parish” is vague, so let’s be more specifi c: 
it means donating blankets and clothing at our 
local homeless shelters; establishing and main-
taining a food pantry for those who come to our 
parish doors hungry; hosting breakfasts to raise 
money for the missions in our diocese after lit-
urgy; learning more about our Orthodox saints at 
a new book club called Saints Alive; joining our 
St. Philip’s Prayer Discipline; meeting the needs 
of the “20/40” age group, facilitating the transi-
tion from Teen SOYO and college contact into the 
Fellowship; having a parent’s club that meets, so-
cializes and raises money for extras in the Sunday 
School; holding a Saturday morning men’s Bible 
study; having a parish-wide Bible study; and much 
more. Our needs are many and different through-
out the Archdiocese, yet many of our projects are 
the same.

To establish a parish Fellowship, the parish 
priest designates a Fellowship contact who will 
serve as the liaison between the parish Fellow-
ship and the diocese. The Fellowship should have 
an executive board like any other parish organiza-
tion. The group may address those needs the priest 
and others in the parish feel should be met, but it 
can also assess the parish on its own account, to 
see if there are less obvious needs. This is a great 
way for people to become more involved in their 
parish. A thriving and growing parish usually has 
a strong Fellowship. Our children are watching us 
adults; if we aren’t working and connected in our 
parish, why should they? How will they? People 
stay where they feel a connection.

At the diocese level, we are more concrete 
and our works are many. We host and sponsor the 
creative festivals at our Parish Life Conferences 

(creative arts, writing, poetry, photography, Bible 
Bowl and oratory). We give money to the winners 
of the Bible Bowl and Oratorical contests to help 
defray the traveling expenses to either the Arch-
diocese Conventions or the Antiochian Village 
for the Archdiocese contests. We give scholar-
ship money for qualifi ed high school seniors and 
college students. We give money to our Missions 
Endowment Fund. For the 35th year, the Fellow-
ship of St. John the Divine is sponsoring Food 
For Hungry People. We host and sponsor camp-
ing mission trips. We support the North American 
Student Board (NASB), which helps keep our col-
lege students connected when they are away from 
home. Many of our projects differ from diocese 
to diocese, depending on what our bishops have 
as their goals. We are comprised of an executive 
board (president, vice-president, treasurer, secre-
tary), spiritual advisor, creative festival coordina-
tors and ministry coordinators. Each parish in the 
diocese should be represented by three delegates 
for total parish involvement.

At the level of the Archdiocese, the North 
American Council (NAC) maintains our existing 
projects and create new projects. We implement 
these directly or we provide for the diocese and 
parishes to implement them themselves as they 
deem fi t.

The creative festivals that the Fellowship 
hosts and sponsors are fabulous and fun ways our 
children can really learn about our Orthodox faith. 
Most of the arts projects are worked on during 
Sunday school. Young people learn our beautiful 
theology in a hands-on way, with their own words, 
pictures and drawings,. The winners of each age 
group are displayed at our conferences. Our Bible 
Bowl contest at the conferences and convention 

Fellowship Footnotes
The Fellowship Of Saint John The Divine

Serving the needs of the parish: that is the mission of the Fellowship of St. John the Divine. 
Unlike other organizations of our Archdiocese, the Fellowship’s ministries are developed from 
the bottom up, since we are serving the needs of our particular parishes with the blessings of 
our parish priests. The Fellowship of St. John the Divine is living the gospel through witness, 
worship, fellowship and service. We are defi ned by need. We serve these needs through our 
individual talents. We are guided by the Holy Spirit and we serve to the glory of God.
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are not for the faint-of-heart. Hard-core parish 
pride is on display as we all cheer our fellow pa-
rishioners displaying their study skills of a partic-
ular gospel. The oratorical contest will make your 
heart sing with pride as you listen to our youth 
explain our parish theme in our theology in front 
of our bishops and then get critiqued by speech 
professionals! It’s wonderful to see our youth of 
all ages meet new friends and see old friends from 
around our diocese. This is a big part of the way 
we keep them in our church as they enter adult-
hood. The Fellowship of St. John the Divine has 
been sponsoring these festivals since the begin-
ning of SR. SOYO fi fty years ago!

Our Parish Life Conferences are great places 
for us to be involved at a diocesan level. It’s im-
portant for us to realize that the Fellowship is not 
just the four walls of our parishes. We are par-
ishes, dioceses and Archdiocese. It’s so inspiring 
to get involved and learn what others are doing 
and maybe bring some of the ideas back to one’s 
own parish. It expands our minds, motivates us, 
and challenges us to do more of what Jesus Christ 
expects of us – to live the gospel.

While other organizations in our Archdiocese 
have specifi c direction and goals, and generally 
do a great job, the Fellowship fi nds and meets 
needs that otherwise might not be addressed. To 
learn more about what the Fellowship of St. John 
the Divine is doing, please visit the Archdiocese’s 
Web site at www.antiochian.org. Go to the Orga-
nizations section and click on “Fellowship of St. 
John the Divine.” If you would like to see what 
is going on in your diocese, go to your diocese 
page, the Organizations section, and click on the 
Fellowship link there. Feel free to contact your 
diocese president; any one of us would love to 
hear from you with comments, questions and/or 
concerns. 

Living the gospel by serving the needs of our 
parish, diocese and Archdiocese. Now you know 
The Fellowship of St. John the Divine. If you 
aren‘t already involved, please join us!

Corinne M. Cassis, President
Fellowship of St. John the Divine, Diocese of Toledo 

and the Midwest

24th ANNUAL

SACRED MUSICSACRED MUSIC
INSTITUTEINSTITUTE

July 29 – August 2, 2009
Antiochian Village

Bishop BASIL
Keynote Speaker

Sessions include
Byzantine Chant – 8 tones

Byzantine Chant – The Festal Canons
Byzantine Chant – Cherubim  Substitutes

Music Theory
Using Finale
Conducting

Children’s Music

NEW THIS YEAR
Chamber Music Choir

Pitchgiving
AND MORE…

LECTURES
TALENT SHOW

SOCIALS

CHURCH SERVICES
Divine Liturgy & Vespers

Lesser Sanctifi cation of Water
Paracalesis

MARK THE DATE
REGISTER EARLY!
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2009 Delegates Meeting of the Fellowship of St. John the Divine, 
Diocese of Miami and the Southeast

In late January, 2009, the clergy and delegates of the Diocese of Miami and the 
Southeast joined His Grace, Bishop ANTOUN, for the annual meeting of the Fellowship 
of St. John the Divine (FSJD) at St. Andrew the Apostle Mission in Pensacola, Florida. 
The clergy arrived on Thursday, January 22, to pray the Akathist to St. Raphael and for 
a fellowship meal. They then met on Friday morning with Sayidna ANTOUN, preceded 
by a spiritual talk from Fr. Gregory Rogers, who elucidated some pastoral examples and 
instruction from his patron saint, Gregory the Theologian. Friday evening saw the arrival 
of the rest of the delegates and Teen SOYO members, who joined the clergy to pray Ves-
pers at the church. The parish and the local FSJD then provided a delicious meal.

The delegates’ meeting began with a exhortation by Bishop ANTOUN to encourage 
more lay participation throughout our diocese. His Grace also made clear his expecta-
tions for increased attendance at future meetings, expressing his disappointment with 
the low level of clergy attendance and the lack of fi nancial commitment by some parishes 
to the Fellowship and missions. During the Fellowship meeting, the Teen SOYO met with 
their spiritual advisor, Fr. Philip Rogers, as well as with Fr. Joseph Purpura and Bishop 
ANTOUN. Fr. Andrew Moore also addressed the Antiochian Women with a spiritual talk 
on the theme, “How to be Sisters of Sarah.”

On Saturday, Fr. Stephen Rogers gave the second part of the spiritual talk to the An-
tiochian women. Frs. Andrew and Stephen encouraged the women to follow the example 
of Sarah’s compassion, commitment, courage and chastity in their own lives. The women 
then met with Bishop ANTOUN, who gave them some direction in how to apply these 
characteristics in their work for the diocese and archdiocese. The Teen SOYO went on a 
service project to the Gulf Breeze Zoo, where they helped create a new habitat for tigers. 
All gathered for Vespers at St. Andrew’s and the teens went for a cookout at the home of 
Mike and Ann Papadelias. 

Several clergy and delegates remained in Pensacola for the Hierarchical Divine Lit-
urgy with Sayidna, including the area Dean, Fr. John Henderson; Fr. Michael Byars, the 
Spiritual Advisor of the Fellowship; and Dn. Ken McMillan. The parishioners of St. An-
drew’s were thrilled to have their beloved Bishop in their midst and grateful to him 
for blessing their new altar and prothesis tables. Bishop ANTOUN met with the Sunday 
School, which sang the First Katabasia from the Othros Canon for the Nativity (“Christ 
is Born!”) and “Rejoice, O Virgin,” in Byzantine Tone 5. Everyone expressed their thanks 
to the host parish, especially for the cooking efforts of Subdeacon Ted Werthmuller and 
the hospitality of Mike and Ann Papadelias, who opened their home to the clergy on 
Thursday evening and then to the teens on Saturday. A thank-you is also due the parish 
council of St. Andrew’s and their chairman, Sam Waite, for their willingness, as a young 
mission, to host the meeting.
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Key note Speaker: Very Rev. Thomas Hopko
Activities for the Whole Family—Kid’s Club, 

Teen Track and More
Santa Clara Marriott

Reserve rooms at 1-888-236-2427
Group Code: dladlaa

Hosted by St. Stephen Antiochian Orthodox Church 
of Campbell, CA

Visit: www.plc2009.org

St. Peter Orthodox Church invites you to

The 2009 Diocese of Miami and the 
Southeast Parish Life Conference

June 10-14, 2009 • Jackson, Mississippi

Be mindful, O Lord, of those who bear fruit 
and do good works in thy holy Churches, 

and who remember the poor.
 Anaphora of Sts John Chrysostom and Basil the Great

Host Hotel is Hilton Jackson
1001 East County Line Road

For more information, please visit our website at
http://www.stpeterorthodox.org/

or contact us at plc2009@saintpeterorthodox.com

2009 Parish Life 
Conference

56th Annual Diocese of Ottawa, Eastern Canada, and 
Upstate New York Parish Life Conference

June 25–28, 2009

Hosted by
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church

1073 Saunders Settlement Rd, Niagara Falls, NY 14305
Phone and Fax (716) 297-2668

e-mail: saintgeorgeorthodox@yahoo.com
www.st-george.squarespace.com

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Niagara Falls
300 Third Street, Niagara Falls, NY 14303

Hotel Front Desk: 1-716-285-3361
Reservations can be made by logging onto www.crownplaza.

com/niagarafalls or 1-800-2CROWN
Guests will need to refer to “St. George Antiochian Orthodox 

Church” or use the three letter reference code “STG”. 
Room rate is $139.00 (U.S.)

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church will host the 56th Annual Parish 
Life Conference. Please join us in this event in the presence of his Grace, 

Bishop ALEXANDER. The registration form and the souvenir journal form 
are available on our Web site. The souvenir journal, to be published and 

distributed, will contain a schedule of events and include greetings from the 
Archdiocese, the Diocese of Ottawa, Parish members, donors and sponsors.

We thank you for your generosity.

St. James 
Antiochian Orthodox Church,

Loveland, Ohio

cordially invites you
to join us at the

2009 
MIDWEST DIOCESE

PARISH LIFE 
CONFERENCE

Wednesday, July 1
through

Sunday, July 5, 2009

Sheraton Cincinnati North
($99 per night, including free parking)

Register Today for Faith, 
Family Time and Fun at the 

of the Diocese of 
Los Angeles and the West

May 20-24, 2009



5th Annual
Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America

Parish Life Conference
June 10-13, 2009

Hosted by
St. Mary Orthodox Christian Church

344 S. Martinson St.
Wichita, Kansas 67213-4044

Phone (316) 264-1576
Email: stmaryoffi ce@cox.net

Honored keynote speaker is
His Eminence Metropolitan SABA

Archdiocese of Bosra-Houran

Registration, Events, Schedule, Ad book
and Workshop information have been

posted on the PLC Web site:
www.DOWAMAPLC.org

Accommodations:
Wichita Airport Hilton, Wichita

2098 Airport Road
(800) 247-4458

Reservations can be made by logging onto
www.wichitaairport.hilton.com

Ask for Group/Convention Code: DOW
Special Rate: $97 plus taxes

All reservations must be made by
May 27, 2009

58th Eastern Dioceses
Parish Life Conference

July 1–July 5, 2009
Hosted by the

Virgin Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church
Yonkers, New York

We are delighted to inform you that
His Eminence, the Most Reverend Metropolitan PHILIP,

who is celebrating his 50th Anniversary to the Holy Priesthood,
and the Right Reverend Bishop THOMAS

will preside over the 58th Eastern Dioceses Parish Life Conference.

Our Souvenir Journal will be honoring
His Eminence, the Most Reverend Metropolitan PHILIP

on this Golden Anniversary.
Th e Souvenir Journal form and all the necessary forms 

are available to you on our Web site:
www.virginmaryplc09.org.

We invite you, your parishioners, family & friends to join us for
Fellowship, Family & Faith.

Host Hotel

Rye Town Hilton
699 Westchester Avenue

Rye Brook, New York 10573
Tel: 1-914-939-6300
1-800-HILTONS

71st ANNUAL PARISH LIFE
CONFERENCE

JUNE 25 – 28, 2009

Conference Location:

Wyndham Hotel
123 Old River Road
Andover, MA 01810

(978) 975-3600

Make your reservations by calling
the hotel on or before June 4, 2009;

mention the  Parish Life
Conference (PLC) for the special rates.

Hosted by St. George Orthodox Church, Lawrence, MA

Diocese of Worcester Diocese of Worcester 
and New Englandand New England

Please join us for thePlease join us for the

Midwest Parish Life Conference
2009



An Explosion of Love in 
Grand Rapids

In a weekend graced by the 
presence of Metropolitan PHIL-
IP and Archdeacon Hans, St. 
George Church in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, welcomed hundreds 
to its 100th anniversary celebra-
tion. The weekend would prove 
so wonderful that Metropolitan 
PHILIP would characterize it as 
“an explosion of love.”

The weekend began with V. 
Rev. John Winfrey, St. George’s 
Pastor, and V. Rev. John Esteph-
an, the Pastor Emeritus, greet-
ing Metropolitan PHILIP and 
Archdeacon Hans at the airport. 
Also joining to greet his Emi-
nence were the Orthodox clergy 
from St. Nicholas Church, Holy 
Cross Mission, Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Church, and 
Annunciation Romanian Ortho-
dox Church, as well as many pa-
rishioners from these churches. 
That evening, Abe Abraham of 
St. Nicholas hosted an elegant 
reception at the 1913 Room 
of the Amway Grand Plaza Ho-
tel. Mr. Abraham is the longest 
standing board member of the 
Archdiocese Board of Trustees 
and a dear friend to St. George.

On Saturday afternoon there 
was a luncheon for the Metro-
politan with the Teens of St. 
George, over 30 of whom at-
tended. Following the lunch, the 
Teens were invited to ask the 
Metropolitan questions. Among 
other things, the Teens asked 
about his Eminence’s original vi-
sion for Teen SOYO and why he 

purchased Antiochian Village. 
He explained how important the 
Teens are to our Archdiocese 
and that he wanted to ensure 
that they had a “wholesome 
place to visit, and have fellow-
ship with other Orthodox youth. 
It is a piece of heaven.” He also 
encouraged the Teens to dare to 
“be different and don’t surren-
der to outside infl uences.” Time 
spent with the youth of our 
Archdiocese is always a high-
light for his Eminence, and this 
was a very special time. Among 
other adults who attended this 
event was Mr. Dan Abraham, 
the North American Chairman 
of the Order of St. Ignatius.

Saturday night’s festivities 
included a dinner at a local 
country club, with Parish Coun-
cil members and special guests 
from all the Orthodox churches 
of West Michigan. Many com-
mented that the evening re-
minded them of the love and 

bond within the community and 
how fortunate we are to be led 
by Metropolitan PHILIP in this 
Archdiocese. After his enlight-
ening message, the Metropoli-
tan answered questions about 
our direction and the future.

Sunday’s Hierarchical Liturgy 
was recorded and televised on 
a local television station, which 
also broadcast interviews with 
Metropolitan PHILIP, one of our 
senior members, George Kar-
rip, our Parish Council Chair-
man, George Abdoo, and the 
weekend’s chairman, Abe How-
ell. The Grand Rapids Press also 
wrote an article, accompanied 
by photographs, on the history 
of St. George in Grand Rapids. 
During Sunday’s service, Met-
ropolitan PHILIP inducted eight 
new members and one life-
member into the Order of St. Ig-
natius, and upgraded four mem-
bers to life-membership. One 
of the new members, Thomas 

Communities

in action

30   The Word



Helderop, began the new legacy 
program for the Order, repre-
senting his family in honoring 
the late John Helderop, Thom-
as’ father.

Over 250 people attended the 
culminating event of the week-
end – a grand banquet at the St. 
George Banquet and Confer-
ence Center. We were honored 
to have our neighbor, the Roman 
Catholic bishop of the Diocese 
of Grand Rapids, Most Rev. Wal-
ter A. Hurley, join us, along with 
our Metropolitan PHILIP and 
the clergy of the parish. Father 
Estephan related the history 
of St. George in Grand Rapids, 
crediting the families who sacri-
fi ced to build the church. Father 
Winfrey addressed our future as 
a parish. Metropolitan PHILIP, 
interrupted at points with ap-
plause and cheers, spoke on the 
unity and celebration of Ortho-
doxy, and of the forefathers who 
came from Lebanon to begin 
the Orthodox churches across 
our country.

During the evening St. George 
Church also honored Father Es-
tephan on his 90th birthday. Fa-
ther Estephan faithfully served 
St. George of Grand Rapids for 
47 years as Pastor. He continues 

to assist at the Divine Liturgy 
every Sunday.

The highlight of the evening 
was a photographic slideshow 
of people who shaped the his-
tory of St. George Church over 
the past 100 years.

Chairman of the event, Abe 
Howell, observed,  “The Metro-
politan’s visit brought warmth, 
camaraderie, and energy to the 
parish. His demeanor and can-
dor showed such humility and 
sincerity that it revived those 
asleep and encouraged those 
awake. We were so blessed to 
have him not only for St. George 
but for our entire Orthodox 
community.”

V. Rev. Protopresbyter 
John G. Winfrey

Pastor, St. George Antiochian 
Orthodox Church, Grand Rapids, MI

2008 Annual Teen SOYO 
Christmas Retreat

Church of the Virgin Mary, 
Alsip, Illinois

How could so much emotion 
fi ll one room! On our fi nal night 
we were all in tears. These were 
not tears of sadness that over-
came us, however; they were 
unexplainable tears that sym-

bolized our closeness to one 
another and the amazing gifts 
that came with this. Now many 
of you reading this might think 
that this was a survival trip fi lled 
with hardships, where fi fty peo-
ple were crying out of relief to 
have survived. In fact, it was an 
Orthodox Christian Teen Christ-
mas Retreat. You might think, 
too, that a Christian retreat – 
three nights and four days eat-
ing, sleeping and learning with 
the same people – would be one 
of the most boring things ever, 
or that teenagers would have to 
be forced into it by their par-
ents. At the Church of the Virgin 
Mary in Alsip, Illinois, however, 
you would have found teenag-
ers counting down the days to 
this Third Annual Christmas 
Retreat, organized by Father 
Mousa, Deacon Saed, and 14 
chaperones. These four days 
were fi lled with over-packed 
bags, lots of food, a life-time of 
learning, and most of all, some 
of the best memories.

The day could not come soon 
enough, but before we knew 
it, we were loading up our bus 
and heading on a two-hour road 
trip to Wisconsin. When we ar-
rived at the Dekoven Center, the 
teens were pretty frightened by 
the look of it. Yet we got past 
the spookiness and quickly 
unloaded the bus. The girl’s 
rooms were only on the sec-
ond level, but the boy’s rooms 
were four fl oors up – defi nitely 
a workout for the guys! As we 
became familiar with the build-
ing, we were all amazed at how 
it looked; in reality it was beau-
tiful. Eventually, we were all told 
to meet in the chapel. After we 
got the non-negotiable rules, we 
forfeited our cell phones and
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i-pods for the time we were 
there.

Ding! Ding! Dinner was ready, 
and what else would we want to 
eat besides … PIZZA?! As we fi n-
ished up dinner, we had a meet-
ing to discuss what we would be 
doing on the retreat. We knew it 
was not just fun and games; we 
attended this retreat in order to 
become better disciples of Jesus 
Christ. Throughout the next four 
days we were called in for ses-
sions led by Fr. Harry Pappas. 
He discussed topics like confes-
sion, love, and different types 
of relationships. He showed us 
how these topics intertwined in 
Christianity. We’re sure that our 
chaperones fi gured we would 
not be able sit and listen to lec-
tures for four hours a day, and 
stay awake. That’s where our 
break-out sessions, projects 
and plays came in. The teens 
were divided into groups and 
given a topic to act out. The sky 
was the limit, because our kids 
have the best sense of humor 
and imagination. We acted out 
situations involving dating with 
the Internet, dating with double 
standards, and dating people of 
different religions.

The chaperones gave us free 
time during the day. We spent 
most of our free time just hang-

ing out with each other and talk-
ing. If we were not talking, our 
mouths were fi lled with food, 
and lots of it! We had a basket-
ball tournament, and it showed 
how well we could work togeth-
er, full of high hopes as we went 
on to triumph or defeat.

Staying up late was not so 
much an option as a given. The 
guys and girls kept to them-
selves after “lights out” was 
called, but it was very tempting 
to go scare one another. In fact, 
the guys scared themselves with 
their own stories. The downside 
to those late nights, however, 
was waking up sleepy at 8 a.m. 
Some people, surprisingly, woke 
up for nature walks at 7 a.m.; we 
can’t say what happened there, 
because the rest of us stayed 
tucked warmly in bed while 
they took on the great outdoors. 
Trust us, none of us really slept 
in: we were all awake and pres-
ent by the time Matins started 
in the chapel. We had daily Mat-
ins, Vespers and Compline. We 
even had Liturgy Sunday morn-
ing! When the weather was not 
extremely cold, we all gathered 
around a great bonfi re, where 
we enjoyed the fresh air and 
s’mores while praying the Com-
pline service together.

Every day brought fresh 

events to fi ll our daily schedule. 
One of the chaperones even set 
up a game of Jeopardy in which 
the girls competed against the 
guys. It could not have been 
any crazier if we were actually 
playing for money. Our com-
petitiveness also kicked in dur-
ing our all-time favorite game 
of Ambassador. Running across 
the hall, slipping, bumping into 
each other, and falling did not 
seem that hazardous to us at the 
time. In this game, each team-
mate had to act out a word while 
the others guessed what it was. 
When one person guessed it, he 
or she went to get the next word 
to act it out. The fi rst group to 
fi nish with their list, won! 

Each year, the trip is greater, 
the laughter is endless, and the 
memories are unforgettable. 
The large number of pictures we 
took cannot show how great this 
trip was. The pictures weren’t 
the only mementoes we got to 
keep from the retreat. We each 
made our own icon there of our 
patron saints.

We’re thankful to our parents 
for trusting us with these amaz-
ing people for several days. And, 
of course, a thank-you goes out 
to anyone who donated to this 
retreat in any way. We are so 
grateful to all of you. A special 
thank you goes to Fr. Harry 
Pappas from St. Vladimir’s 
Seminary, our Pastor Fr. Mousa 
Haddad, Dn. Saed Rihani, our 
Retreat Coordinator Elaine Ria-
di, and all the amazing chaper-
ones. You took time out of your 
busy schedules to spend four 
days with us. The times that you 
spoke to us, giving us words of 
wisdom from all that you have 
all seen, heard, or experienced, 
are what really touched us. We 
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know that by coming to this re-
treat, all you had in mind was 
what was best for us, and you 
did your best. We feel blessed 
to be given friends to confi de in 
when needed, or, better yet, role 
models. As someone once said, 
“Role models are like angels 
with broken wings.” On behalf 
of Teen SOYO of the Church of 
the Virgin Mary, thank you.

Clearly we were not strand-
ed on some deserted island; 
there were no tears because we 
feared losing our lives that last 
night at the retreat. As you may 
have realized by now, we were 
just overcome with joy! On the 
following Sunday, each one of 
us wore our retreat sweaters 
to Liturgy. Written on the back 
of our sweaters was the logo 
for our trip: a cross that had 
around it the words, “Welcome 
to the Good Life.” It truly was 
the good life. We cannot wait 
for our 2009 Teen SOYO Christ-
mas Retreat!

Look to our Web site for 
Retreat photos: www.virgin-
maryoc.org

Natalie Salman and Milad Qudsi
Members of Teen SOYO, The 

Church of the Virgin Mary

Register for St. Vladimir’s 
Seminary’s spring and 
 summer 2009 upcoming 
events 

In spring and summer 2009, 
St. Vladimir’s Seminary (SVS) 
in Yonkers, New York, will host 
several events for the public, 
in keeping with its commit-
ment to outreach, evangelism, 
and service to the faithful. The 
seminary invites the public to 
register for upcoming retreats, 
conferences, and workshops, 
and to make SVS their home for 

a day … or more.
To begin, Archpriest Alexan-

der Atty, Rector of St.  Michael 
the Archangel Orthodox 
Church, Louisville, Kentucky 
(Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese), will present the 
annual public Lenten retreat on 
Saturday, April 4, titled, “Good 
and Faithful Servants.” He will 
speak about “The Good and 
Faithful Pastor,” “The Good and 
Faithful Parishioner,” and “The 
Good and Faithful Parish.” 

Those wondering whether 
they are called to serve the 
Church in ordained or lay min-
istry, or called to an in-depth 
study of their faith, may explore 
those possibilities during a 
Spring open house for prospec-
tive students, March 19–21. 
The open house offers the op-
portunity to experience campus 
life, including chapel services 
and classroom instruction, and 
to interact with students and 
 faculty.

Two master iconographers, 
one painting in the Russo-Byz-
antine style and the other paint-
ing in the Greek-Cretan School 
tradition, will offer exclusive 
iconography workshops June 
11–17. Fr. Protodeacon Nazari 
Polataiko, of the Ss. Alipij & An-
drei Rublev Icon Studio in Win-
nipeg, Canada, and Khouriya 
Erin Mary Kimmett of Norwood, 
Massachusetts, will each open 
their summer workshops to 12 
students, ranging in experience 
from novice to master.

Already-ordained deacons and 
future candidates can be trained 
in ways appropriate to their ex-
perience at a Diaconal Liturgi-
cal Practicum, June 14–17. This 
annual practicum is coordinated 
by lead deacon of the seminary 

chapel, Associate Chancellor 
for Systems, and Lecturer in 
Liturgics at the Seminary, Arch-
Deacon Kirill Sokolov, who now 
also serves as Archdeacon to 
His Beatitude Metropolitan Jo-
nah of the Orthodox Church in 
America (OCA).

Finally, from June 18–20, the 
seminary will host a conference 
titled, “The Council and the To-
mos: Twentieth-Century Land-
marks Towards a Twenty-First-
Century Church.” Conference 
speakers will focus on two wa-
tersheds that have shaped the 
Orthodox Church in America 
(OCA): the All-Russian Council 
(Sobor) of 1917–18 and the To-
mos of Autocephaly granted in 
1970 by the Russian Orthodox 
Church to its daughter church, 
the OCA, then known as the 
“North American Diocese.” The 
conference will address the sig-
nifi cance of the OCA’s presence 
in North America, and future 
paths and possibilities open to 
it, including its interface with 
the multi-jurisdictional Ortho-
dox Christian communities in 
the U.S. and Canada. The Very 
Rev. Alexander Garklavs, Chan-
cellor of the OCA, will deliver a 
free public lecture at 7:30 p.m. 
on June 18 to commence the 
summer conference.

See “Upcoming Events” on 
the SVS home page to register 
and to view the details of each 
event: http://www.svots.edu/
News/Upcoming/

Deborah Belonick
Advancement Information Offi cer 

St Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary
www.svots.edu or deborah@svots.edu

914-961-8313 ext 363 or 914-961-4507

St. Vladimir’s 
 Seminary  welcomes 
the public to  several 
2009 spring and 
summer events, 
 including a Lenten 
retreat, open house 
for  prospective 
 students, 
 iconography 
 workshop, Diaconal 
 Liturgical  Practicum, 
and summer 
conference. [Three 
Hierarchs  seminary 
 chapel photo 
credit: SVS News]
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Missions and Evangelism
Retired Clergy Housing

Youth Ministry
Summer Camp Scholarships

Christian Education
Clergy Symposium and Conventions

Antiochian House of Studies
Project Mexico

Teen SOYO Special Olympics
College Conference

Married Seminarian Assistance
International Orthodox Christian Charities, and many more

Yes, I want more information 
about Th e Order.

Name: 

Address: 

 

Phone: 

E-mail: 
5/09

What can you buy with $1.36 a day?

When you join Th e Order of  St. Ignatius of Antioch, 
your $1.36 a day supports:

 Join us as we labor for the Lord.
Members of Th e Order come from all walks of 

life with one thing in common: a belief in Orthodoxy 
and in answering the Lord’s call to help others.

Join today!
To learn more, call 201-871-1355 or e-mail: 

theorder@antiochian.org, or return this slip to
Th e Order

358 Mountain Road
Englewood, NJ  07631

Help us to help many



Souvenir Journal Deadline: May 17, 2009

Check the appropriate box(es) above, sign and date. If paying by check (US 
Dollars), make your check payable to St. Michael Church and mail to 4924 
 Balboa Blvd., PMB 417; Encino, CA 91316, or Fax to: (818) 337-2995 (FAX) 
(credit card only) with completed form.

The Souvenir Journal will be published and distributed to all
convention registrants and contributors. The journal will

include greetings from the Archdiocese, Dioceses, Parishes,
parishioners, and contributors.

2009 is the 50th anniversary of Metropolitan PHILIP’s ordination to 
the priesthood and the Souvenir Journal will be refl ecting on this.

Personal messages congratulating him would be appreciated.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY the way you would like your text
to read (if possible, include a CD with camera-ready copy).

Contributions to the Souvenir Journal are tax-deductible.
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Many Years, Master!

St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Church
Van Nuys, California invites you to the

49th Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese Convention
JW Desert Springs Marriott Resort and Spa, Palm Desert, California

July 19-26, 2009

Visit our website to receive more 
information about the Convention 

and travel discounts, and to
access the Souvenir Journal form 

and online event registration.

   His Eminence, Metropolitan PHILIP, is
celebrating the 50th Anniversary of his

 ordination to the Holy Priesthood and
      our Convention Souvenir Journal is
      commemorating this milestone. 

   Be a part of this special occasion
  by placing a personal message in

      the Souvenir Journal. Complete the
          form on the reverse side of  this

 and return it by 

May 17, 2009

www.archdioceseconvention2009.org




