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dMartin was blessed with parents who cher-
ish him, a parish that loves him, an employer 
that appreciates him, and a Metropolitan who 
cares for him and others like him throughout 
the world. Martin’s family and Church are 
blessed with a childlike witness to God as well 
as an opportunity to serve and love as Christ 
serves and loves. Martin is a person with “spe-
cial needs.” Responding to the “special needs” 
of “special people” is Metropolitan PHILIP’s lat-
est challenge for the Antiochian Women. 

Throughout the Archdiocese, the women 
are offering up prayers and raising funds for 
children and adults with mental, emotional and 
physical needs. Specially challenged people 
share in the fl esh that the Word of God em-
braced and offer us opportunities to minister 
to Christ and in Christ. In doing God’s will, 
we share in His life, that life into which we are 
baptized and which we share by the Holy Spirit 
sealed within us. As Christ brings us to the Fa-
ther and the Father to us, so we share in His 
priesthood as we love and care for each other, 
and most dramatically as we care for people 
with special needs. 

In return, people with special challenges 
offer us examples of faith, forbearance, pa-
tience and love that can only be understood 
within intimate personal relationships. This is 

what Christ was talking about when He said 
that we can only enter the Kingdom as children. 
We need the innocence and simplicity of a child 
when we approach our heavenly Father. Like 
children, we come to see Christ’s love and joy 
when we share in the 
accomplishments and 
celebrations of spe-
cially challenged family 
and friends. The whole 
community is blessed 
by people with special 
needs, and families 
of people with these 
needs do well to share 
their cherished ones 
with the parish com-
munity.

March is Antio-
chian Women’s Month, and in this issue of The 
WORD we feature Martin’s story as told by his 
mother. We will also highlight the newly elected 
Patriarch of Moscow, who offers us a promise 
of a new age in world Orthodoxy. I pray that you 
have a blessed Lenten journey and that all you 
do will be well-pleasing to the Savior.

Archimandrite John Abdalah

Challenging our Faith

editor’s letter



January 29, 2009

His Holiness, KIRILL
Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia
Danielov Monastery
Moscow, Russia

Your Holiness:

Greetings to you in the name of our Lord, God, and Savior, Jesus Christ. I pray you are in good 
health as you embark on a new and great journey leading the people and shepherding the fl ock of Christ 
in Russia.

It is with great joy that we congratulate you on your election as the new Patriarch of Moscow and 
All Russia. We have been eagerly awaiting this wonderful news. I am sure that it was not by chance that 
the more than seven hundred delegates overwhelmingly chose you to succeed the late Patriarch ALEXY 
II of thrice-blessed memory. Witnessing this spiritual and electoral process, I am certain that the Holy 
Spirit was present throughout the deliberations.

Having known you and met you both in Russia and in the United States, I fondly recall our won-
derful times together. I have no doubt from our personal meetings and from your writings that you are 
a fi rm believer that the Orthodox Church cannot live in an ivory tower, but must reach out to the poor 
and needy and address the brokenness that can be found throughout the entire world, a brokenness 
that only our Lord Jesus Christ can mend. At the same time, we pray that you will continue your work 
for the unity of the entire Church of Russia, knowing that there are foreign elements that are trying to 
wreak havoc in your venerable Church. As the leader of the largest Orthodox Church in the world, we 
look to you as we did your predecessor, to ensure the unity of the Russian Orthodox Church in Russia 
and abroad as well as the unity of the entire Orthodox Church. I pray we will have the opportunity to 
meet and share our thoughts and ideas in the future.

On behalf of our Antiochian Synod of Bishops, the clergy and faithful of our God-protected 
Archdiocese, we wish you the blessings of our Lord and the intercessions of the Mother of God and 
all the saints who sacrifi ced so much for Holy Rus’. May God grant you many years to lead The Holy 
Orthodox Church during these most critical times!

In Christ,

+Metropolitan PHILIP
Archbishop of New York and Metropolitan of All North America
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In 1970 he completed a degree from the Len-
ingrad Theological Academy, where he was re-
tained as a professor of dogmatic theology and 
aid to the Academy’s Inspector. From August 30, 
1970, he was a personal secretary to Metropoli-
tan NIKODIM of Leningrad.

On September 12, 1971, he was elevated to 
the rank of Archimandrite and was assigned as a 
representative of the Russian Orthodox Church to 
the World Council of Churches (WCC) in Geneva. 
On December 26, 1974, he was appointed Rec-
tor of the Leningrad Academy and Seminary. In 
December 1975, he was appointed a member of 
the WCC Central Committee and Executive Com-
mittee. 

In 1976 he was consecrated Bishop of Vy-
borg and in 1977 he became Archbishop. Since 
1978 he has been the manager of the “Patriarch’s 
parishes in Finland” (the name of the structures 
of the Russian Orthodox Church in Finland). In 
1984, he became Archbishop of Smolensk and 
Vyazma. His title was changed to Archbishop of 
Smolensk and Kaliningrad in 1989. In 1991, he 
became Metropolitan. 

In the period 1974–1984 he served as the 
Rector of the Leningrad Spiritual Academy and 
Seminary. 

In 1971 he was appointed representative of 
the Moscow Patriarchate at the World Council 
of Churches and since then he has been actively 
involved in the ecumenical activity of the Rus-
sian Orthodox Church. In 1978 he was appointed 

Deputy Chairman, and in November, 1989, Chair-
man, of the External Church Relations Depart-
ment of the Moscow Patriarchate and was made a 
permanent member of the Holy Synod.

On December 6, 2008, the day after the 
death of Patriarch ALEXY II (1990–2008), the 
Holy Synod elected him Locum tenens of the Pa-
triarchal throne. 

On January 27, 2009, His Holiness KIRILL 
was elected Patriarch of Moscow and All Russia.
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A Sketch of the 
Life of His 
Holiness KIRILL
Patriarch of Moscow & All Russia

His Holiness KIRILL I of Moscow was born 
Vladimir Mikhailovich Gundyayev on Novem-
ber 20, 1946, in Leningrad. He took monastic 
vows on April 3, 1969; on April 7 of the same 
year he was ordained hierodeacon and on 
June 1 was elevated to hieromonk.



In that moment, 17 years ago, everything we 
thought our lives would be, changed. Today, Mar-
tin is a happy young man. At age 19 and a half, he 
is developmentally 10 to 12 years old. Yet he at-
tends a job training school, from which he works 
as a janitor two hours a day at a police station. He 
has friends he sees at school, and he loves going 
to church. Sunday morning Liturgy is his favorite. 
Since he knows the service intimately, he chants 
along and gives himself over to the work of wor-
ship with joy. He is quite a blessing to us, and it is 
now diffi cult for me to think of my beautiful son 
apart from his autism. He is exactly as our Lord 
God intended him to be.

Martin is not unique, however. In our parish-
es, in our communities, in our dioceses, in our 
archdiocese, in our patriarchate, and in the world 
at large, children like Martin and their families 
suffer from the effects of their disabilities with 
few resources to help them. This year the Antio-
chian Women, with the blessing of His Eminence 
Metropolitan Phillip, have launched a new proj-
ect, “Children with Special Needs.” Our son’s sto-
ry may give you some idea of how such a project 
can help these special children.

Immediately after receiving our devastat-
ing news, my husband and I enrolled Martin in 
a program for developmentally delayed children. 
We met once each week with a small group of 
other developmentally challenged children and 
their parents and, on average, four trained teach-
ers. While we did not stay in the program long 
because of a planned move to a new city, it was 
here that the full range of Martin’s disabilities be-
gan to come into focus. First and foremost at that 

young age, his nervous system had trouble inte-
grating his sensations. He was overly sensitive to 
sound (he could acutely hear sounds most of us 
fi lter out as background noise) and to light and 
the movement of light, to the textures of things 
in his mouth, to temperatures, to taste (for years 
he ate little else than peanut butter and jelly sand-
wiches), and to touch.

Martin often hit his head on the fl oor, on walls, 
on the TV screen, on toys, and on the ground, all 
in an attempt, we found out much later, to stimu-
late the nerves in his body. For weeks at a time, 
bruises and bumps covered his forehead. We 
considered a helmet, but he wouldn’t wear any-
thing on his head. On top of this, problems with 
his senses made wearing clothing an uncomfort-
able, if not painful, experience. For almost two 
years he wore only a diaper, as most fabrics on 
his torso and legs irritated or hurt him. Shoes and 
socks did not stay on his feet for very long. The 
cure – “scrubs” with a surgical brush on his limbs 
to stimulate the nerves, and “compressions” of 
his limb and neck joints to release neurochemi-
cals that create a sense of well-being and calm – 
would not be available to us until Martin was six. 
Only then were we able to provide occupational 
therapy for him through our health insurance. 
A normal child’s body releases these chemicals 
naturally when their parents play with them, and 
tickle them, and bounce them on a knee. Martin’s 
nervous system required jump-starting. Because 
of the high demand for occupational therapy, the 
therapists could only take Martin for two ses-
sions each month, and eventually these services 
had to cease altogether when more severe cases 
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elping Martin SucceedHAs Martin, my strawberry-blonde, two-and-a-half year-old bundle of energy, continued lining up 
little cars the length of the carpet, I watched intently, hoping that the kind lady who interviewed 
us would return to tell me that we had nothing to worry about: Martin would be just fi ne. I 
knew, though, that this interview would not likely end so well. Still, I could not have been less 
prepared for the news: “Your son is developmentally 12 to 18 months old.” I couldn’t breathe. 
I think I nodded, and I know someone gave me some tissues, but I do not remember anything 
that was said to me after that.



overwhelmed their small offi ce. Martin defi nitely 
could have benefi ted from more frequent and lon-
ger treatment.

Occupational therapy not only helps with 
sensory integration, it aids muscle development, 
coordination and strength gain. Martin needed 
help with all these. I will always remember the 
fi rst time he jumped with both feet off the fl oor at 
the same time. We cried aloud and I picked him 
up, laughing. He laughed in my arms because I 
was laughing; he had no idea what he had just 
accomplished. The milestones I took for granted 
in my daughter’s development, I could not expect 
in my son’s. Any and all progress has been met 
over these last 17 years with the same enthusi-
asm. We strive to give him varied opportunities 
to build muscle tone and stamina. Lately he has 
been trying to swim at the gym and to bowl in the 
Special Olympics. Because he has a slight obses-
sion with the Star Wars movies, we bought him 
his own bowling ball with a picture of C3PO and 
R2-D2 on it. The fi nger holes were drilled spe-
cifi cally for the way he throws the ball down the 
lane. Since getting his own ball, his average game 
score has improved. His strength and endurance 
have certainly increased. He often tries to fl ex his 
arm muscles for us while telling us that he is go-
ing to get big muscles soon. 

Aside from problems with Martin’s bones and 
muscles, our greatest challenge has been com-
munication. Martin did not speak until he was 
three and a half. Even then his speech was intel-
ligible only to the immediate family. Some of his 
self-abusive behaviors – biting his arms and legs, 
some head-banging, pinching – refl ected his in-
ability to communicate his needs in ways that his 
father and I could understand. We did not have 
available to us a common communication device 
called a PICS, which is simply a book fi lled with 
small pictures of common items with the word 
typed next to it. Children who today cannot speak 
use this book to convey their needs, wants and 
sometimes their feelings to their caregivers. For 
them and their families these low-tech books and 
their high-tech counterparts – small computers 
that speak the words typed in them – are invalu-
able tools. We tried another method: sign lan-
guage. This required great dedication on my part 
as I had to learn the signs and teach Martin, my 
husband, and our older daughter, Erin. This was 

not an easy task to accomplish on my own. But 
God’s grace allowed us a modicum of success. 
Over time, Martin learned to speak. When he 
fi rst said “Mom, I love you,” we were overjoyed. 
Without dedication to helping Martin speak and 
communicate, he might never have been able to 
express his thoughts, or to tell us his corny jokes, 
or to articulate his needs and wants.

One of Martin’s pastimes is writing stories. 
Because of his occupational therapy, he is able 
to hold a writing instrument correctly and fairly 
well, considering his overgrip. Martin’s autism 
is accompanied by other problems, such as mild 
mental retardation, mild obsessive-compulsive 
disorder, and, on occasion, Tourette’s Syndrome-
like tics, both vocal and muscular. (He has never 
been diagnosed with TS, but his tics resemble 
those of TS patients.)

What he didn’t learn from therapy was how 
to read, and reading and math are his greatest 
areas of weakness. Therefore these are the ar-
eas with the greatest potential for growth. As an 
English teacher, I would have been proud to have 
discovered some secret to teaching reading to my 
son; instead, the truth of how he learned to read 
is a testament to his own desire and ingenuity. 
He watched movies – with the closed captioning 
on all the time. It almost drove us crazy to have 
the words to every movie he watched scrolling 
across the bottom of the screen. It took many 
years, but through the association with the words 
on the screen and the sound of the words being 
spoken, Martin started reading. For us, words are 
not enough to express our joy.

“Children with Special Needs,” the new 
project of Antiochian Women, will help provide 
children like Martin with what they need to live 
productive and less burdened lives. Martin never 
needed much of the equipment that many of these 
children require, but this sketch of one boy’s life 
may give you some insight into their lives of cour-
age and hope, the details of which we will never 
be privy to. I thank God for the opportunity to 
share with all of you Martin’s success. I hope that 
together, with God as our helper, we will create 
opportunities for success in the lives of many 
other children and their families.

Gina Bernard
St. Andrew Orthodox Church

Riverside, California
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I fi nally became a mother myself and wanted 
to read to my daughter Elena. I don’t think it had 
anything to do with my beloved mother, but rather 
with the strange obsession to be part of the mid-
dle class in Boston where I had started my own 
family. I simply wanted to introduce my child to 
every aspect of the world. I had been greatly infl u-
enced by the Montessori system, which holds that 
the brain of the child is like a sponge that quickly 
and easily soaks up all kinds of information.

Every week at the Brookline Public Library 
after Library Hour, I would see all of the young 
Jewish mothers going home with large stacks of 
books that they could hardly carry. Most of these 
educational books refl ected the values and tra-
ditions of the Jewish faith. I would fl ip through 
those colorful books myself and be enlightened 
about Jewish celebrations, like Yom Kippur, about 
which I knew nothing, since I grew up in a very 
strict traditional Greek Orthodox immigrant 
home. Of course, there was absolutely nothing 
on the library shelves about the Eastern Ortho-
dox Faith. Even after searching all of the religious 
bookstores at Holy Cross [Seminary] and the Re-
ligious Education Department on the campus of 
Hellenic College, where I had been a student, I 
could only fi nd one children’s Orthodox Chris-
tian book to take home. This was Spero’s Gift to 
God.

After reading to my preschool child far too 
many books like Spot Goes to the Farm and Amy 
Goes to the Dentist Offi ce, I felt there was some-
thing missing. I needed spiritual books that would 
prepare my child for life and strengthen her life 

in Christ. I needed to preserve and pass on some-
thing of my Orthodox identity, with its centuries-
old values and traditions. I sensed I needed more 
books about the Orthodox faith, since our faith in 
God shapes our character and our habits. I want-
ed to hold a visual image in my hands to capture 
the attention of my child and to tell the simple 
truths about God’s love for humanity.

My child’s 
own curios-
ity about the 
symbolism of 
the Orthodox 
Church kept 
me listen-
ing to all the 
“why” ques-
tions. At the 
age of two, 
any statement 
you make 
to a child is 
always fol-
lowed by a 
“Why?” This 
natural need 
to explain to 
my own chil-
dren, Elena, 
Canaan and 
Constantine, 
the beauty of 
the Orthodox 
faith led to 
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Building Faith by Reading
Little children start learning to read by being read to aloud. Most often they learn to read from 
their parents and brothers and sisters. I believe that I developed a love for reading listening 
to my mother read small booklets she had brought with her from Greece to Denver, where we 
were living. Every afternoon or so, I recall laying around on my back, relaxing, and listening 
intensely to my mom read out loud from a worn-out book that did not even have any colorful 
pictures. But all of the stories talked about Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. My mother’s deep 
faith in Christ was revealed to me by listening to her read about the miracles and the parables 
during our Lord’s short time on earth. Once in a while she also read a story about a princess or 
two. Again, there were no photos, just the illustration on the book cover.



the fi rst book in the Christina Series, Christina 
Goes to Church. I published this book because I 
thought it would be great for parents to use it at 
home to stimulate questions about faith. I thought, 
too, that it could be used in the classroom as a 
visual aid to get or to keep the children’s atten-
tion as the teacher explained basic truths of the 
Orthodox Faith. I was simply a fi rm believer that 
through reading, children would grow closer to 
God. All of my educational research confi rmed 
this intuition. Whether the reading takes place at 
home or in the classroom, the end result is to in-
spire others to draw close to God.

As children naturally learn their ABC’s and 
123’s, so they naturally grow closer and closer 
to God reading spiritual books. Thus the idea de-
veloped for the second and third books, You are 
Special: An Alphabet Book for Children, and My 
Orthodox Counting Book. From the very start, I 
felt that a preschool child could have an Ortho-
dox book in their backpack and show it to their 
soccer coach, piano teacher, friends and others, 
and without a word declare, “This is what I am 
about, I am an Orthodox Christian.” Christina, the 
character in my book, was created with a lot of 
thought, in collaboration with Antonia Marshall, a 
professional graphic designer in the Boston area, 
to be the ultimate Orthodox Christian child. She 
was to be a role model, inspiring every child to 
imitate her efforts to practice the true Orthodox 
Faith. With my return to the Holy Land in 1995, it 
was not possible for Toni to illustrate all eight of 
the Christina Books. Still, it was a great blessing 
to keep the same artist for three books, and then 
to fi nd other local artists in Palestine to help with 
the creative task.

Reading is important at home because it 
means that parents and children share “quality 
time.” Teachers can foster this by recommending 
to parents publications that are spiritually enrich-
ing. With the high cost of Orthodox books, it is 
wonderful that many churches have libraries from 
which parents can borrow books, taking turns on 
different Sundays and returning the books the fol-
lowing Sunday. Promote reading by making sure 
that your Church has a good collection of Ortho-
dox children’s books. Once a month, the teacher 
could read an introductory page or main theme 
from a book that is available in the library and 
could recommend that particular book for par-

ents to take home. Thus the 
child would see the cover 
and have an introduction to 
the book in the classroom. 
Carrying the book between 
the Church and home would 
make the child responsible 
for it. I think that these con-
nections and associations 
can be something like “fall-
ing in love” with the book.

These suggestions as-
sume that you already have a Church library. If 
you need to create one from scratch, you can: you 
only need a small area that can be secured, per-
haps a corner somewhere, or cabinet bookshelves 
with lockable glass doors. If space is a problem, 
you might try making a set of bookshelves on 
wheels, kept in the Church offi ce and brought out 
during Sunday school lessons, and moved from 
classroom to classroom. Everything takes com-
mitment and lots of energy, but it can be done 
with God’s help.

Have you ever thought about your Church 
school teacher assigning reading? This is so nor-
mal in day school, of course, but I was too scared 
as a Church school teacher to recommend that 
parents read to their children at home. I thought 
it was too much of a burden; it was enough that 
parents would bring their children to Church. 
Now that I know the great benefi ts of bed-time 
reading, however, I think it is a must for teach-
ers to recommend spiritual selections in reinforc-
ing Orthodox identity, especially since children’s 
books usually make the theological words much 
easier to understand.

In a society where people are becoming ob-
sessed with television, computers and the Inter-
net, it is almost necessary for Orthodox educa-
tors to promote spiritual growth through reading 
and to remind our students that “we are not of 
this world.” Along with our heroes in the world, 
it is also important to know the champions of the 
One True Faith. Once a month, teachers could as-
sign for reading at home those parts of books like 
Christina’s Favorite Saints and Christina’s 
True Heroes that describe the lives of saints that 
we are currently commemorating in our worship. 
The colorful Byzantine icons or the pictures would 
help children know more about the diverse lives 
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of saints. The task of the Sunday school teacher is 
to remind the child to stay Christ-centered.

Let us take as an example the story of St. 
Catherine, whom we remember in November. The 
whole class could be assigned to read the story 
of her life at the beginning of the month. Sunday 
after Sunday the teacher could ask the children 
for one simple fact that they remember from her 
story. To help the children remember the story, 
the teacher could ask the student to bring the 
book containing her story to class. The child 
could take pride in what he or she has read. The 
teacher might ask the students to fi nd another 
icon, photo or an article about St. Catherine to 
bring into the classroom to encourage them to re-
member the saint.

The collection of material brought in by the 
children could be placed in a special corner of 
the classroom, if space allows, or taped up on a 
board. Each student could contribute one sen-
tence of what they remembered from the read-
ing, and their name could be written down with 
the sentence. This would be a great way to review 
the life of the saint that month, based on reading 
done at home by the student and by the teacher 
in the classroom as well. To help the reading con-
tribute to spiritual growth, the teacher could ask 
the child to have more than one person read the 
story with him or her (mom, dad, brother, sister, 
grandmother, grandfather, godmother, godfather, 
cousin, aunt, uncle, and so forth). While one 
person may stand out as more infl uential in our 
spiritual growth, if the family is closely connected 
many can contribute.

The bottom line is that educators can help 
parents establish weekly, if not daily, reading rou-
tines. When the reading refl ects Orthodox theolo-
gy or the lives of the saints, it is food for the soul. 
Reading Orthodox literature is one way to open 
your heart to our Lord and Savior. Thus when we 
hear Christ saying in the Gospel, “Let the little 
children come to me,” and we know that we can 
be close to God by practicing the sacraments, it 
is worthwhile to draw them close to God through 
Orthodox literature.

Children naturally grow closer to God as they 
read more about the lives of saints, stories with 
the message of God’s love for humanity, and the 
Gospel message that Christ our Lord gives eternal 
life. The ultimate message of any religious story 

we read to children is that “God loves you.” When 
children are empowered by God’s love, they grow 
closer and closer to God by the grace of the Holy 
Spirit. They will feel spiritually and psychologi-
cally empowered to achieve their fullest potential 
in life, with the goal of giving themselves wholly 
to God.

Maria C. Khoury, Ed. D.
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DAILY DEVOTIONS
APRIL 2009

V. REV. GEORGE ALBERTS 

ISAIAH 41:4-14; GENESIS 17:1-9; 1. 
PROVERBS 15:20-16:9 (FAST)
ISAIAH 42:5-16; GENESIS 18:20-33;2. 
PROVERBS 16:17-17:17 (FAST)
ISAIAH 45:11-17; GENESIS 22:1-18;3. 
PROVERBS 17:17-18:5 (FAST)
HEBREWS 9:24-28; MARK 8:27-31 4. (FAST)
HEBREWS 9:11-14; MARK 10:32-45 5. (FAST)
ISAIAH 48:17-49:4; GENESIS 27:1-42;6. 
PROVERBS 19:16-25 (FAST)
ISAIAH 49:6-11; GENESIS 31:3-16;7. 
PROVERBS 21:3-21 (FAST)
ISAIAH 58:1-11; GENESIS 43:26-31, 45:1-16; 8. 
PROVERBS 21:23-22:4 (FAST)
ISAIAH 65:8-16; GENESIS 46:1-7;9. 
PROVERBS 23:15-24:5 (FAST)
ISAIAH 66:10-24; GENESIS 49:33-50:26; 10. 
PROVERBS 31:8-31 (FAST)
HEBREWS 12:28-13:8; JOHN 11:1-45 11. (FAST)
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Giving is only truly giving if it is done in the love 
of Christ. We are told to love the Lord our God with 
all our heart, to love our neighbor as ourself,  and to 
love one another as Christ has loved us. Giving for 
any lesser reason (to control others, to get glory for 
yourself, to escape false guilt) is a perversion of the 
gospel (see Galatians 1:7). These commands can be 
called Christ’s law of love. (Note that neither “law,” 
“rule”, “standard”, nor “precept” is a “dirty word” 
when rightly used and understood.)

St. Basil the Great said that this life is no ac-
cident, but is a training ground so that we rational 
beings may learn to know God. This is relevant to 
our stewardship of what we have, and to our giv-
ing, especially during the period from September 
through December, our annual “Giving in Steward-
ship Emphasis Season.” How shall we apply Christ’s 
law of love to our giving in Christian stewardship?

Let us review what we have considered together 
over the years. God’s word written, Holy Scripture, 
and Holy Patristics, our chief Orthodox sources, ad-
dress three major topics in giving: motives, meth-
ods, and results. If we internalize what our sources 
have to say on these themes for our lives and our 
parishes, we will do well! 

Before you roll your eyes, be glad that we have 
largely reviewed motives already. God loves us. For 
God so loved the world – us – that He gave his only 
begotten Son to the end that all who believe in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life (John 
3:16). This is good news (gospel), and it is good 
news that motivates us to give! 

How else has God shown his love to us? He has 
shown his love in everything any of us has now, has 
ever had, or will ever have. Take a breath. Do you 
like that oxygen? Now, say, “Thank God!” Still have 
a job or a pension? Say, “Thank God!” Got a family? 
“Thank God!” Are you getting or continuing an edu-
cation? “Thank God!” Get the idea?

Saying “Thank God” repetitively – and mean-
ing it – is doubtless a good thing to do (Ephesians 
5:20). But what should be our further response to 
God’s love for us? We are to do for others as God 
has done for us. He loves us and gives to us; we are 
to love others and give to them. Further, doing to 
others as we would want them to do to us is a key to 
all rational and ethical relations (Matthew 7:12).

Though “giving” sounds totally good, there can 
be bad motives in giving. Jesus pointed out the most 
obvious one in Matthew 6:1–4: self-glorifi cation, or 
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feeding our own pride, which is ultimately idolatry. 
Another can be using our power to give to get other 
people to do what we want. 

Let us review the second topic: methods. Occa-
sionally people, lingering over coffee at church, will 
say something along the line of “There are no stan-
dards of giving.” That’s nonsense. God’s precepts, 
rules or standards for us are “pledging, tithing and 
offering.” Scripture and the teaching of the Fathers 
testify to these three standards.

1) Pledging is “promising to give tithes and 
offerings in the future,” and it dates to the 5th cen-
tury B.C. (Nehemiah 10:28–39), when the people of 
God promised in a written document to give tithes 
and offerings in the future. See also 2 Corinthians 
9:1–5, concerning “a pledge” that the Corinthians 
were to make of future offerings for the relief of 
famished Christians in Jerusalem. In ancient times 
and today, pledging makes planning possible.

2) Tithing is giving ten percent, a tenth, of 
one’s annual increase (Deuteronomy 14:22). The 
fi rst biblical instance of this is Abraham’s tithe to 
Melchizedek (2000 B.C.; Genesis 14:21). See also 
Malachi 3:6–12, and our Lord’s instruction on “not 
neglecting” tithing in Matthew 23:23. Tithing pre-
dates both Judaism and Christianity, and is found 
in both. It has always been a way to express one’s 
commitment to God. Tithing orders household 
budgets and our lives. “Tithing” appears 37 times 
in Scripture, Old and New Testaments. Tithing is 
giving directly to the “storehouse” (today, often the 
parish general operating fund).  Tithing is based on 
a comparatively simple calculation, moving the dec-
imal point one place to the left on our total income 
– or our increase – and drawing a check.

3) Offering is to give or sacrifi ce or present 
something to God as a mark of respect and love. 
See Psalm 96 [95 LXX]:7–8 “Bring an offering and 
come into his courts” (in a worship setting), and 
Matthew 5:23–24, where our Lord says that, after 
reconciliation, we are to “come and present your of-
fering.” “Offering” appears 710 times in Scripture. 
“Tithes and offerings” also apply to church workers 
and clergy, not just laity (Numbers 18:26). Offerings 
are our gifts to God – and to godly needs – without 
necessarily any set reference to proportion of our 
increase or income. (For a widow’s one hundred 
percent offering, see Luke 2:1–4.) Choices about 
giving offerings are matters of individual prayer and 
determination: what do we believe God wants us to 

give, in love, from what He has given us, in love?
Giving is defi nitely not all there is to steward-

ship. Stewardship is a very large topic, concerned 
with all our relationships to God and to each other. 
We are each stewards of God’s gifts to us. God has 
given us many obligations. Giving is just part of 
this. For example, Scripture tells us we are to care 
for those of our own households (1 Timothy 5:8); if 
we do not, we have denied the faith and are worse 
than unbelievers.

Giving “tithes and offerings” to others, includ-
ing church organizations, for religious reasons, 
when one’s own children are hungry and naked, is 
false religion indeed. Do not let others force you 
to give if you do not believe, because of your other 
godly responsibilities, that God wants you to do so. 
You answer directly to God for your own choices. 
On the other hand, this reminder is not an invitation 
for us to “weasel out” of our general Christian re-
sponsibility to give. Surely no one ever told you that 
being a Christian steward was going to be easy!

Are you still waiting patiently for some patristic 
references beyond scripture? Conciliar Press has a 
wonderful, inexpensive booklet entitled Tithing, by 
Fr. Ballew, from which the following two examples 
are drawn.

In the second century A.D., Saint Irenaeus 
wrote that Christ was referring to the tithe when He 
said to the Twelve: “To his Disciples, who had the 
Lord’s Levitical substance (i.e. the tithe), He said, 
‘The workman is worthy of his food’” (Matt. 10:10). 
Then Irenaeus went on to refute those who said 
“the law of liberty in Christ” freed them from giving 
a tithe to the Church: “And the class of oblations 
in general has not been set aside; for there were 
both oblations among the Jews and oblations in the 
Church, but what is changed is those who offer, for 
the offering is now made not by slaves, but by free 
people” (Against Heresies, Book IV, Chapter XVII, 
2–3). 

After discussing the requirements of God and 
especially of the Jews in the Old Testament, Saint 
John Chrysostom (4th century A.D.) makes this 
comment on Ephesians 2:10: “For what did not they 
of old do? They gave tithes, and tithes again upon 
tithes for orphans, widows, and strangers; whereas 
someone was saying to me in astonishment of an-
other person, ‘Why, such an one gives tithes!’ What 
a load of disgrace does this imply, since what was 
not a matter of wonder with the Jews has come to 
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be so in the case of the Christians? If there was dan-
ger then in omitting tithes, think how great it must 
be now!” (Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers, Vol-
ume XIII, First Series, page 69).

We need to make a habit of giving as God has 
instructed us. Scripture and the Fathers are good 
sources, but we need to summarize and declare 
their teaching to each other. One of the best con-
tinuing ways to do this is by parish constitutions 
and/or by-laws, which state clearly what the expec-
tations are and where they come from.  In the by-
laws there should be provision for our accountabil-
ity. One mechanism for doing so can be found the 
“Determination of Voting Members of the Parish.” 
Here is an example, an excerpt from Article IX of 
the by-laws of St. Elias, Atlanta:

All otherwise eligible adult members 
of households are “voting members” for 
the following year, provided by 31 Decem-
ber … the head of the household … has

A. pledged in writing to give tithes 
and offerings the following year or to be 
moving toward giving tithes and offerings 
of the household income for the following 
calendar year – usually, but not necessar-
ily only – to the general and special funds 
of St. Elias; and,

B. declared in writing (for parish bud-
getary purposes) approximately how much 
money the household pledge will probably 
mean in donations to St. Elias over the year 
to come ….

We have considered motives and methods and 
we have but one more, results. The results of giv-
ing are three: blessings to people, thanksgivings to 
God, and challenges to us.

First, a word of caution: it is essential to hold to 
true religion and fl ee magical thinking in any form. 
A great distinction between the two lies in the fact 
that in the Christian religion we choose, with God’s 
help, to love and to obey Him. In the most common 
form of magic, human beings attempt to control the 
supernatural, thus reversing the order.

For example, Malachi 3:8–12 contains a prom-
ise of every sort of overfl owing blessing when giv-
ing “tithes and offerings.” Christ’s similar promise 
of the normal results of giving is Luke 6:38: “Give 
and it will be given to you.” So, shall I give “tithes 
and offerings” in order to get more blessings from 

God? There are blessings directly related to giving, 
but these are results of giving with God’s motives 
and methods, not causes for giving “in order to get 
more things from God.” That would be magic and 
not true religion. Be careful!

It is normally a joy to give, and that joy is a 
major blessing. Jesus said, “It is more blessed to 
give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). Provided we stay 
within God’s motives and methods, from the per-
spective of the giver this joy is an incredible bless-
ing, impossible to describe to a non-giver; one must 
experience it. Try it. You will like it!

Giving results in thanksgiving to God (and 
closeness to God) by those receiving the gifts (2 
Corinthians 9:11–13). True, “it is more blessed to 
give than to receive,” but if one is starving in Je-
rusalem in 55 A.D. and one is sent food money in 
the name of God by the Corinthians, or (today) by 
International Orthodox Christian Charities, one will 
thank God! 

Giving according to God’s motives and meth-
ods, results in new challenges to do good works 
that He has prepared in advance for us to walk in 
(Ephesians 2:8–10). The median household income 
in the U.S. currently is fi fty thousand dollars. The 
two hundred households with this median income 
in a medium-sized parish would have total income 
around ten million dollars. A tithe, or ten percent, of 
this would be one million dollars for the parish oper-
ating fund. The tithe is not a tax nor dues, so never 
suggest to anyone that he “owes” any fi xed amount! 
This total is just what current income levels would 
produce if two hundred average households gave 
according to God’s motives and methods.  Note that 
this does not include offerings, which are above the 
tithes. So what is the challenge for us here?

Managing ministries with an operating bud-
get of one million dollars a year would challenge 
many middle-sized parishes. With God’s help it can 
be done, because that is why He gave those par-
ishes that money in the fi rst place! God has already 
provided the talent and time to put that treasure to 
work. Look around you at the world and ask God, 
“What should we in this parish be doing here and 
now?” If we give with God’s motives, and according 
to his methods, the result is that we will be able to 
ask such an excellent, challenging question and, by 
his grace, discover an answer.

John Truslow, Archdiocesan Stewardship Team

The Word   13



Today we celebrate the nuclear family, the 
most basic building-block of any society. When we 
speak of the nuclear family, we refer to a father, a 
mother, and children; this is a complete, nuclear 
family.

It was St. Gregory the Theologian who wrote 
many centuries ago, “that which is not assumed is 
not healed,” in conjunction with the Incarnation of 
Christ in human fl esh. The God who truly became 
Man, Jesus Christ, saves us entirely, our complete 
humanity. In the assumption of human nature, God 
the Son also submitted Himself fully and complete-
ly to his human family, Mary and Joseph. Indeed, 
in today’s Gospel we read that, when Mary and 
Joseph fetched Him back from Jerusalem where 
He had stayed to dispute with the religious leaders 
in the Temple, “He went down with them, and 
came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them.” 
Here St. Luke goes out of his way to emphasize 
the Lord Jesus’ obedience to his Holy Parents by 
using a rather stilted Greek construction, called a 
periphrastic, in which the verb “to be” is employed 
along with a participle. The verb “to be” is in the 
imperfect tense, was, emphasizing customary, ha-
bitual action, and the main verb, the participle, is 
in the present passive, denoting continual action. 
Thus, a “stilted” translation of this construction 
would be: He was customarily and habitually 
being continually obedient to his parents. The 
main verb, the participle, used here is the same 
word that both St. Paul and St. Peter use to say, 
Wives, be subject to your husbands. Saint Luke 
will use it again in Ch. 10 to say that evil spirits 
were subject unto Christ!

Thus God shows us the great importance of the 
nuclear family in the world in which we presently 

live. The forces of the Evil One would like nothing 
better than to tear down the family structure and 
make it something to be despised and eradicated. 
When the foundation of the family structure is de-
stroyed, the society which depends upon it for its 
existence will crumble into dust! This is why the 
Fifth Commandment in the Law of Moses reads: 
“Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days 
may be long upon the land which the LORD thy 
God giveth thee.” Writing to the Ephesians, St. 
Paul tells children and parents their mutual ob-
ligations, noting that the Fifth Commandment is 
the fi rst to bear a promise: “Children, obey your 
parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your 
father and mother,’ which is the fi rst command-
ment with promise: ‘that it may be well with you 
and you may live long on the earth.’ And you, 
fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but 
bring them up in the training and admonition of 
the Lord” (6:1–4).

As we see from the end of the passage, the 
sword cuts both ways: children must obey their 
parents, but parents must also give their children 
reason to respect and obey them. It is not the re-
sponsibility of the state, schools, the police, court 
system, and so forth, to prepare our children for 
life on their own; it is the nuclear family. Writing on 
the principle of this authority, Rousas John Rush-
dooney writes in his epic work, The Institutes of 
Biblical Law, the following:

Statist education and statist intervention 
in the life of the family leads progressively 
to the break-down of the family. This is not 
surprising since the principle of authority 
is at stake in the family.

The family is not only the fi rst environ-
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ment of the child, it is also his fi rst school, 
where he receives his basic education; his 
fi rst church, where he is taught his fi rst 
foundational lessons concerning God and 
life; his fi rst state where he learns the ele-
ments of law and order and obeys them; 
and his fi rst vocation, where the child is 
given work to do, and responsibilities in 
terms of it. The essential world for a small 
child is the family, his father and mother 
in particular.

He goes on to quote Roderick C. Meredith, The 
Ten Commandments, saying, “Meredith has sum-
marized the matter aptly: ‘In the eyes of a small 
child, a father stands in the place of God Himself! 
For the parent is the child’s provider, protector, 
lover, teacher and law-giver.’”

What is the penalty we pay as parents if we 
neglect our responsibility within the nuclear family 
and, instead, practice indulgence and permissive-
ness? The answer comes, once again, from Rush-
dooney:

It is precisely the family order … against 
which much revolutionary activity is di-
rected. Permissiveness strikes directly at 
parental authority, and, in both home and 
school, is a revolutionary concept. The 
prevalence of permissiveness prevents 
the growth of self-discipline. Lack of 
self-discipline is seen by many as the rea-
son for present juvenile delinquency. This 
delinquency stems from “a lack of self-dis-
cipline, and a degree of selfi shness which 
is unbelievable to adults who themselves 
respect the rights of others and think of 
them before acting.”

He now cites another author, Graham B. Blaine Jr., 
in Youth and the Hazards of Affl uence: “‘Self-dis-
cipline does not grow naturally, but is the result 
of a two-stage building process in which parents 
are the prime movers. Church, school, peers, and 
heroes play a part, too, but it is at home that the 
cornerstone is laid.’” Rushdooney goes on to say: 

The lack of self-discipline leads 
to self-importance. Having 
no authoritative criterion of 
judgment other than the 
self, permissively reared 
youth have no valid crite-
rion of self-assessment. In 

other eras, teen-agers have been adults, 
and men of twenty and thirty have been 
men of affairs. The youthfulness of the 
men of the U.S. Constitutional Conven-
tion is evidence of the early maturity and 
the early capacity for disciplined action 
and progress of men in that era. But this 
maturity went hand in hand with responsi-
bility and independence, self-support, and 
self-discipline: it was a natural and unifi ed 
whole. Permissive youth demands, ‘Lis-
ten to us,’ and claims maturity in terms 
of physical growth without any attendant 
maturity of mind and action. The result is 
a self-importance based on the humanistic 
standard of being a human, a person. This 
radical inner immaturity leads to juvenile 
delinquency, adult criminality, a higher 
rate of divorce, and illegitimacy.

One of the things we fail to recognize as parents 
is the fact that babies come from mothers’ wombs 
where they have been nurtured and protected for 
the fi rst nine months of their existence. All of their 
needs are fully met in the confi nes of the womb 
and then, all of a sudden, they burst forth into the 
world where cold air, bright lights and a 
smack on the derrière introduce 
them to a world for which they 
are not fully prepared! It is 
then the parents job to teach 
them that they are no lon-
ger the centre of a confi ned 
universe and that they must 
be cognizant of the needs 
and rights of other people in 
a much-expanded universe. This 
is why it is important to recognize 
the resentment fi rst-borns have of 
their fi rst sibling, 
and older 
chi ldren 
have of 
their 



younger siblings, especially where preferential 
treatment for the younger sibling is evident. They 
view a new sibling as being a usurper of their 
rights! We see this in Joseph’s brothers hating 
him because he was the Patriarch Jacob’s son of 
his old age: “Now Israel loved Joseph more than 
all his children, because he was the son of his old 
age: and he made him a coat of many colours. And 
when his brethren saw that their father loved him 
more than all his brethren, they hated him, and 
could not speak peaceably unto him. And Joseph 
dreamed a dream, and he told it his brethren: and 
they hated him yet the more.” They eventually sold 
their brother Joseph into slavery in Egypt!

If we do not consciously and diligently work 
to make our children realize that they need to “fi t 
in” with the rest of the world, then we do them a 
great disservice, as Rushdooney and others have 
pointed out to us. This is accomplished, according 
to St. Paul in Ephesians 6:4, by “bringing them up 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” The 
word nurture, παιδεια, is a word that means the 
full training of a child in Roman and Greek culture 
but concentrates specifi cally upon moral training, 
the transforming of the passions back into the vir-
tues. It carries with it chastening, that is, corpo-
ral punishment. The Book of Proverbs never says, 
“spare the rod and spoil the child”; what it does say, 
however, is “He that spareth his rod hateth his son: 
but he that loveth him chasteneth him often.”

The word admonition is more to the point. It 
is, literally translated, “the placing of the Lord in 
the νους.” It is teaching a child to guard his νους, 
the “window of the soul,” and allow only those 
things which come from above to enter into his 
conscious thought process. This, again, has mainly 
to do with moral character development.

The oversight and bulk of this job falls upon 
the father in the home. Since he is the image of 
God in the home, whatever relationship a child has 
with his or her father, this is how he or she will en-
vision God, our heavenly Father, and relate to Him. 
With divorce rates climbing to sixty percent today, 
many children are left without a father in the home. 
In a society where unwed mothers are encouraged 
by the welfare system to bear as many children as 
possible to maximize their benefi ts, it is no won-
der gang-membership and crime among children 
is soaring! Listen to what Rushdooney says about 
societies where men have abdicated their nuclear 
family responsibility.

The matriarchal society is a decadent or 
broken society. In such societies, women 
provide a considerable portion of the fam-
ily income because the moral dereliction 
of the men make it necessary. A strongly 
permissive element predominates in child 
training, and the moral failure of the male 
is transmitted to the next generation.
The same trend toward a matriarchal so-
ciety is in evidence in Western Culture to-
day. It should be stressed that, contrary to 
popular opinion, a matriarchal society is 
not a society in which women rule, but, 
rather, a society in which men fail to ex-
ercise their dominion, so that women are 
faced with a double responsibility. They 
must do their own work, and then work 
to stave off the anarchy created by man’s 
moral failure. In a matriarchal society, 
women are burdened, not promoted; they 
are penalized, not rewarded.

When there is not a strong father-fi gure in 
the home to take his rightful place as the image of 
God in the home, then children fail to identify with 
their family. They will gravitate to underachieve-
ment, bad friends, gangs, and worse. Saint Paul 
pointed this out graphically in Hebrews 12, where 
he wrote: “And you have forgotten the exhortation 
which speaks to you as to sons:

‘My son, do not despise the chastening of 
the LORD,
Nor be discouraged when you are re-
buked by Him;
For whom the LORD loves He chastens,
And scourges every son whom He re-
ceives.’

If you endure chastening, God deals with you 
as with sons; for what son is there whom a father 
does not chasten? But if you are without chasten-
ing, of which all have become partakers, then you 
are illegitimate and not sons” (Hebrews 12:5–9). 
If a child is without discipline in the home, corpo-
ral punishment included, St. Paul writes, that child 
considers himself a bastard child, one without 
a legitimate father! Without a family to which to 
belong, a child will go out and fi nd one, and the 
Evil One will greet him with open arms and a false 
sense of belonging!

If we are to hold onto the societies that have 
been built for generations in the West around the 
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The title of this presentation, “Raising our Chil-
dren in the Church,” can be rephrased as “Keeping 
Our Children in the Church,” or, as I put it in the De-
partment of Youth Ministry, “Raising a Generation of 
Disciples and Leaders for Christ and his Holy Church.” 
All of these titles are appropriate to today’s presenta-
tion and I will examine each of them as we go along. 
Let me say from the very outset that, given the brev-
ity of my presentation, by no means will this be an 
exhaustive study of this matter. My hope is that we 
will all start to look at this subject more earnestly, and 
set out to improve the lives of our young people, that 
they might know God and gain eternal life.

First, I would like to set the basis for this discus-
sion and begin to look at a few of the primary texts 
that defi ne for us proper expectations in raising chil-
dren of God. In brief, we will look at Genesis and the 
Wisdom of Sirach, a few of the encounters with our 
Lord, the marriage service and the baptismal service, 
as reference points to the Church’s expectations. This 
will be a more formal approach and by no means ex-
haustive. Later, we will examine a few of the current 
issues in our culture, as the context of our task, and 
consider what we as the Church, as parents, as pas-
tors, as teachers, and as those who love our children, 
are confronted with and what we need to do, in order 
to keep our children alive in Christ.

Genesis
In the book of Genesis, we read passages such 

as, “So God made man; in the image of God He 
made him; male and female He made them. Then 
God blessed them; and God said to them, “Be fruit-
ful and multiply…. Then God saw everything He had 
made, and indeed, it was very good” (Genesis 1:27–
28, 31, Orthodox Study Bible). In the second account 
of the creation of man in Genesis, we read, “Then 
God formed man out of dust from the ground and 
breathed in his face the breath of life; and man be-
came a living soul” (Genesis 2:7). Further on in Chap-
ter 2 we read, “And the Lord God said, “It is not good 
for man to be alone. I will make him a helper compa-
rable to him” (Genesis 2:18). “So Adam said, “This is 
now bone of my bones and fl esh of my fl esh. She shall 
be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man. 
For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother 
and be joined to his wife; and the two shall become 
one fl esh” (Genesis 2:23–25). After the Fall we read, 
“Then they heard the voice of the Lord God walking 

in the garden that af-
ternoon…” (Genesis 
3:8). And fi nally in Gen-
esis, we read, “To the 
woman He said, “I will greatly multiply your pain and 
your groaning, and in pain you shall bring forth chil-
dren” (Genesis 3:16).

Our brief reading of Genesis sets before us a 
few very clear expectations of marriage and raising
children:

Man (or humankind), male and female, is made • 
in the image of God. We are expected from the 
very beginning to be God-like. 
God has blessed man and woman with children; • 
in fact, He expects that man and woman will 
multiply. He expects that man and woman will 
become one fl esh; as they are created for each 
other, they are meant to become a family. In fact, 
a reading of Genesis leads to the conclusion that 
marriage and bearing children go hand in hand 
as part of the creation.
God made us – in fact He formed us, He breathed • 
life into us. One’s understanding of who and 
what man is comes from God as the Creator and 
the Life-giver. Any other view or assumption is 
contrary to our very creation. We either become 
what God has formed us to be or we fall short of 
that forming.
We are not meant to live alone; God Himself rec-• 
ognizes this and attends to this need.
In marriage, we leave our father and mother and • 
are literally joined to our spouse. In marriage, 
we belong to each other and that joining leads 
to one fl esh and one might say, biologically and 
scientifi cally, that “one fl esh” is the very bear-
ing of children, as they share our common fl esh, 
genes and even personality traits – both good 
and bad.
Man was created to converse with God and in the • 
beginning did so; even after the Fall, Adam talks 
with God in the Garden.
 God saw all that He had created and it was very • 
good!
Lastly from Genesis, as a consequence of the Fall • 
the command to multiply becomes painful. Moth-
ers will tell you that, even in that pain, there is still 
joy in giving birth – some of paradise still remains 
in participating in the very divine act of giving 

The Word   17

Department of
Youth Ministries
Raising Our Children In Church

The Word   17



life. I would add that, as parents, we know pain 
and joy even into the adulthood of our children, 
as we deal with their suffering, their problems, 
their joys, their healing, their successes, and their 
struggle to converse with God and live out what 
God expects of them in their lives.

What Is Expected of Us as Parents and as 
Children?

In the Wisdom of Sirach we are reminded of 
what is expected of us as children of God and what 
is expected of children and their parents in relation 
to each other.

Parents

“If you desire wisdom, keep the commandments. 
And the Lord will supply it to you. For the fear of the 
Lord is wisdom and instruction, And his good plea-
sure is faith and gentleness. Do not disobey the fear 
of the Lord, and do not come to Him with a divided 
heart. Do not be a hypocrite in the sight of men. And 
be careful with your lips. Do not exalt yourself, lest 
you fall and bring dishonor to your soul” (Wisdom of 
Sirach 1:23–27).

We are also reminded in the Wisdom of Sirach 
that if we choose to follow God, as was the case with 
Adam and Eve, Satan will do all he can to stop us 
from remaining faithful to God in our efforts to raise 
our children as sons and daughters of God. “My son, 
if you draw near to serve the Lord, prepare your soul 
for temptation” (Sirach 2:1).

Children

”Give heed to me, O children, for I am your fa-
ther, and do what I tell you, that you may be saved.

For the Lord honored the father over the children 
and strengthened the judgment of the mother over 
her sons.

He who honors his father atones for his sins;
And he who honors his mother is like the one 

who stores up treasure.
He who honors his father will be gladdened by his 

own children, And when he prays he will be heard.
He who honors his father will have long life, And 

he who obeys the Lord will give rest to his mother;
And he will serve his parents as his masters.
Honor your father and mother in word and deed, 

that a blessing may come upon you from him.
For the blessing of a father establishes the hous-

es of children, but the curse of a mother uproots their 
foundations….”

(Wisdom of Sirach 3:1–9)

 Already we begin to see that there is a strong 
connection between raising children and keeping 
them in the Church, on the one hand, and our relation 
with God and with one another, on the other hand. In 
the Wisdom of Sirach we are immediately confronted 

with the question of what we as parents do in our own 
life. Do we keep the commandments – all of them? Do 
we seek Wisdom from God? Are we faithful to God in 
all things or only in those things that are convenient 
to us? Are we careful with our words that have the 
ability, like God’s, to be life-giving, or are we careless 
and unloving with our God-given ability to speak, and 
use our words to divide and strike down, like Satan? 
Are we more concerned with how we appear to oth-
ers, or is our love manifested by our desire always to 
serve and to care for the other and to be faithful to 
the Lord?

It is clear in Scripture that we are expected as 
parents to gain wisdom from God, and in acquiring 
that wisdom, we are expected to impart it to our 
children that they might live in the Lord. Being wise 
and good parents committed to Christ and his Holy 
Church is more than something nice – it is what the 
Lord expects of us. It also may be the only opportu-
nity our children have for salvation.

The Lord expects our children to listen to us with 
the assumption that we have gained wisdom in the 
Lord and that we are concerned for their salvation. 
In raising children, as parents, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, pastors, youth workers, and teachers, we need 
to remember where we are in gaining the wisdom of 
the Lord and where we are taking the children en-
trusted to us. Are we leading them towards the Lord 
and therefore to salvation and life, or are we leading 
them away from the Lord and consequently towards 
condemnation and death?

The Marriage Service

At the very beginning of the Marriage Service we 
are confronted with the requirement to keep God’s 
commandments and with the reality of having chil-
dren. We read in the Service, as the couple that has 
come to be married walks around the table, “Blessed 
are all they that fear the Lord: and walk in his ways.” 
Their very fi rst blessed steps as a couple are a remind-
er to be mindful of the Lord’s commandments and to 
walk in his ways. The couple is called to live out their 
lives as children of God so that they might fulfi ll all the 
other expectations of the Marriage Service, including 
raising children.

We hear the following key verses before we ex-
claim “Blessed is the Kingdom of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”

”Thou shall eat of the fruit of thy labors.” Mar-
riage and raising children is work.

”Thy children like a newly planted olive-orchard 
round about thy table . . . .” The family is gathered 
together with the expectation that more than just eat-
ing will take place (but more on this later).

”Yes, that thou shall see thy children’s children.” 
Not only will we see our children, but we will see them 
grow and mature – see them married – and see even 
their children, and our grandchildren. Our work as 
parents will be fulfi lled in our children doing what we 
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were expected to do; we will see this joy as the fulfi ll-
ment of our labors.

Baptismal Service

In Baptism we are brought to the Lord. We pro-
claim to whom the baptized person rightfully belongs 
– God, his or her Creator and fashioner. Following 
the exclamation of “Blessed is the Kingdom,” in the 
Baptismal Service the Great Litany proclaims why we 
bring children to Baptism and to the Lord.

”That he who is baptized therein may be made 
worthy of the Kingdom incorruptible ….”

”For him who is now come unto holy Baptism, 
and for his salvation ….”

”That he may prove himself a child of the light, 
and an heir of eternal good things ….”

”That he may be a member and partaker of the 
death and resurrection of Christ our God ….”

”That he may preserve his baptismal garment 
and the earnest of the Spirit pure and undefi led unto 
the dread day of Christ our God ….”

”That this water may be to him a laver of regen-
eration, unto remissions of sins, and a garment of in-
corruption ….”

In Baptism it is clear that God expects us to raise 
children as members of his Kingdom. He expects that 
they will co-operate with Him and ultimately be saved, 
that they will be children of the light and inherit that 
which comes from Him, that they will die to the old 
Adam and be raised in Christ and become Christ-like, 
that they will preserve their baptismal garment and 
be able to present it pure and clean to the Lord on 
the day of judgment. This calling and way of life is 
radically different than the way of this world, which 
calls our children away from God and into darkness, 
slavery and impurity.

Our Lord Said…
“Let the little children come to Me, and do not 

forbid them; for of such is the Kingdom of Heaven” 
(Matthew 19:14).

“But as many received Him, to them He gave the 
right to become children of God, to those who be-
lieve in his name” (John 1:12).

Our job in raising children is to see that they 
come to the Lord, that we help them do this and that 
we in no way hinder it. Our goal for those whom we 
are raising is that they become children of God, as we 
are to do.

The New Testament Continues…
”Therefore be imitators of God as dear children” 

(Ephesians 5:1).
“For you were once darkness, but now you are 

light in the Lord. Walk as children of light” (Ephesians 
5:8).

Once again we are called to be that image of 
God in which we were created. It is clear from our 
brief reading of the Scripture, the Wedding and Bap-
tismal services, that God expects us in raising children 
to help them be sons and daughters of God, members 
of his Holy Church, members of the Body of Christ.

To be successful in raising children in the Church, 
I believe we must start with teaching our children 
what is right, what is good, and what is life-giving and 
light-giving. We must teach them what it means to 
be the image of God. Then our children will clearly 
understand and even fl ee from that which is wrong, 
that which is evil, that which is life-depriving and dark. 
Our Lord teaches us, “Therefore do not worry, saying, 
‘What shall we eat? or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
shall we wear?’… Seek fi rst the Kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and these things shall be added to 
you” (Matthew 6:31–33).

Too often we put our time and energy into teach-
ing our children what sin is, what is wrong, and what 
not to do, and we teach very little about what is good, 
what is godly, and what it means to live a righteous 
life. To be successful we need to teach them how 
to do what is righteous and godly. And if we want 
them to live righteous and godly lives, then we as par-
ents, pastors, teachers, bishops, aunts, uncles, faith-
ful members of Christ’s Holy Body, we too must live 
righteous and godly lives. If we fail ourselves to live 
rightly, our young people will fi nd it more diffi cult to 
live rightly themselves. Righteous communities in fact 
do produce righteous children.

We want our children to seek and know God, to 
become Christ-like, to know the Word of God and 
how to converse with the WORD. We empower our 
children when we teach them about prayer, fasting, 
right worship, and having friends who also know God 
and love Him and worship Him themselves. In this we 
give direction and meaning to our children’s lives, and 
we are not merely moving with them from one child-
hood, teenage, and adult crisis to another.

Our Current Culture
A study conducted across the Antiochian Ortho-

dox Christian Archdiocese of North America in 2007 
and 2008 examined the situation of Orthodox families 
and the issues confronting them. This study includ-
ed 1,472 adults, 867 teens, and 323 pre-teens from 
various parishes and dioceses across North America. 
Given the brevity of this presentation, let me focus 
on just a few obstacles that stand in the way of our 
children being members of the Kingdom, as these are 
uncovered by the Antiochian study. Problem areas in-
clude, specifi cally, dating, cohabitation, abortion, who 
is talking to our young people, and what our young 
people believe. We see that raising children, as we 
noted earlier, is a matter of life and death for them, 
physically and, most importantly, spiritually.

It is rather diffi cult and in fact may be impossi-
ble to participate in behaviors contrary to the life in 
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Christ, when Christ fi lls our hearts, our eyes and our 
minds.  If we want our children to not stray from God 
then God must always be before them.  

In raising children, we have but two choices.  

One is to let the world teach our children and to • 
hope that somehow or another they learn by trial 
and error what works and what does not work 
and, if by some chance they survive this process 
mostly intact, that somehow, by the grace of 
God, they might fi nd their way into to the Church 
and the Kingdom of God.  
The other is that we actively raise our young • 
people as Disciples of Christ, as young people 
who know the Truth, who Know God, who love 
God, who seek Life and the Light and that in this 
process we equip them to live righteous lives, so 
that they might navigate through this world and 
fi nd the joy and life that comes from God alone 
and live as citizens of God’s Kingdom here, now, 
and for all eternity.  

It seems to me that if we love our children, the 
only option we have is to choose life for them and to 
equip them to live a life rooted in Christ and His Holy 
Church.  

“Miami Dice” Delegates Meeting of 2009

From January 23rd to the 25th, St. Andrew in Pen-
sacola, Florida, hosted the Diocese of Miami and the 
Southeast SOYO’s “Miami Dice” annual delegates 
meeting. Each organization gathered for Vespers on 
Friday evening and then went to the fellowship hall for 
dinner. Afterwards, each went off to their respective 
groups and the teens went upstairs to their meeting.

During the meeting, they discussed the business 
of the upcoming year and heard chapter reports from 
each parish. The teens took time to refl ect on the vari-
ous ideas from each teen group, and they had the op-
portunity to ask questions about youth events in each 
parish. His Grace Bishop ANTOUN sat with us, listen-
ing and providing input on the many projects in which 
SOYO participates; as always, it was a joy to have our 
father-in-Christ present with us.

At the end of the meeting, the teens broke off 
into small groups with each diocesan offi cer leading 
the discussions. Our diocesan youth director, Joel Fin-
ley, spoke to us about the importance of communica-
tion among our diocesan parishes. At the end of the 
meeting, we all gathered in the church for Compline 
Service before heading off to bed, which was a great 
way to end the successful evening.

At 9:00 a.m. the next day we met in the hotel lob-
by to head out to our service project. Much to our joy, 
we found out that we were to go to the local zoo to 
help rebuild the tiger pen, as a gift to the city from our 
SOYO movement. Everyone was keen to help. When 
we arrived at the zoo we put on gloves and goggles 
and went straight to work, and it was a great team ef-
fort. We dug large holes to hold massive logs that the 

tigers would sit on, and moved three logs into place. 
We planted bamboo and cleared the land in order to 
build an exhibit and play area for the tigers. The ex-
hibit is now more beautiful than before. We had the 
pleasure of watching the tigers inspect and explore 
their new play area. After we fi nished our work the 
leader of our group led us on a tour through the zoo. 
The teens were able to see God’s wonderful creatures 
up close and to take pictures of them.

After our work at the zoo we had lunch, and as 
it was Florida, we could take our lunch to the beach. 
Everyone ate and shared in fellowship with one an-
other. Some played football afterwards, while others 
decided to walk on the beach. Again, we were able to 
enjoy the beautiful creation that God has given us.

On our last night together, Lexi Papadelias, a 
teen from the host parish, graciously invited us to her 
house for dinner and a bonfi re. Her parents welcomed 
us and provided everything that we could possibly 
need. The teens were able to gather around the fi re 
and refl ect on the weekend’s events. Some laughed, 
some cried, and others shared their thoughts about 
various things. Joel Finley and his sister Juliana pleas-
antly surprised us by singing several campfi re songs. 
When the evening was over, we thanked the family 
for having us in their home and then piled into cars to 
head back to the hotel. 

The next day, we all traveled to St. Andrew Or-
thodox Church one last time for Divine Liturgy, and 
for one last coffee hour for everyone. We all said our 
goodbyes and travel prayers together. Each and every 
teen has benefi ted from this gathering; we all are now 
anxiously waiting our opportunity to grow and gather 
again at our next Parish Life Conference in Jackson, 
Mississippi. Thank God for our wonderful weekend!
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premises of biblical Christianity, then we 
must preserve the nuclear family. We need 
to pay particular attention to the role of the 
father in that family.

Joseph is the perfect role model for us. 
The Ever-Virgin Θεοτοκος bore the Christ-
child, but it was Joseph who provided the 
shelter and protection she needed to do so. 
After the Holy Nativity, it was through Jo-
seph that the angel of the Lord worked to 
protect them from Herod and bring them 
back to Israel at the proper time. It was Jo-
seph who provided a solid identity for Christ 
when He entered his public ministry: “Is not 
this the carpenter’s son? is not his mother 
called Mary? and his brethren, James, and 
Joses, and Simon, and Judas?”

When the Evangelists trace Christ’s lin-
eage, do they not trace Him back to Abra-
ham, the friend of God, in St. Matthew, 
and to Adam, the son of God, in St. Luke? 
In St. John’s Gospel, where we read that 
“the Word was God,” did not the enemies of 
Christ challenge Him as to his parentage?: 
“We were not born of fornication; we have 
one Father – God.” The Lord Jesus knew He 
must be about his Father’s business and 
that strong sense of awareness was helped 
in its development by Joseph, a strong 
earthly father!

It takes a strong nuclear family to give a 
child a full sense of identity and purpose for 
his or her life, a strong father-fi gure repre-
senting God and a submissive mother repre-
senting the Church. They, together, as Solo-
mon writes in Proverbs, “train up a child in 
the way he should go,” that is, “in the nur-
ture and admonition of the Lord,” and, as 
Solomon continues, “when he is old he will 
not depart from it”! This is where God-par-
ents play an important role as well.

I close with an old Chinese Proverb 
that perfectly exemplifi es the need for a 
strong nuclear family structure: “If there 
is righteousness in the heart, there will be 
beauty in the character. If there is beauty in 
the character, there will be harmony in the 
home. If there is harmony in the home, 
there will be order in the nation. When there 
is order in the nation, there will be peace in 
the world.”

Fr. Deacon Stephen Holley
St. Michael Antiochian Orthodox Christian Church

Whittier, California
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ORDAINED

THOMPSON, Subdeacon Nathan, to the holy dea-
conate, by Bishop JOSEPH at St. Peter the Apostle 
Church in San Dimas, California, on January 4, 2009. 
He is completing his work at St. Tikhon’s Seminary.

DeYOUNG, Deacon Stephen, to the holy priesthood, 
by Bishop THOMAS at the Mission of St. Ignatius in 
Florida, New York, on January 11, 2009. He is as-
signed to the mission while completing his work at 
St. Tikhon’s Seminary.
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In today’s society many things are accepted 
by the public that are not religiously sound. Peo-
ple of both genders are having sexual intercourse 
with others of the same sex, and some people are 
living together before marriage. It has also been 
legalized in some states for people of the same 
sex to marry. Just recently I heard of a man be-
coming pregnant, only to fi nd out later that the 
man was originally a woman. This is defi nitely not 
God’s intention for mankind.

In Genesis 2:18 God says, “It is not good for 
man to be alone. I will make him a helper compa-
rable to him.” So God created woman from one 
of Adam’s ribs. Because of this creation, God ini-
tiated the law of marriage and created man and 
woman equally in His image and likeness. Since 
we are made in God’s image, our bodies are 
temples of the Holy Spirit. As St. Paul states in I 
Corinthians 3:17, “If anyone defi les the temple of 
God, God will destroy him. For the temple of God 
is holy, which temple you are.” We must not defi le 
this temple by indulging in premarital relations. 
Sex is the ultimate unity between men and women 
in marriage. This gift from God is meant only for 
married couples.

In addition to staying chaste and pure, mar-
ried couples who are blessed with children are re-
sponsible for nurturing their children. In the past, 
women were in charge of cooking, cleaning, and 
raising the children, in addition to providing the 
children’s religious education. The men worked 
outside of the home and provided fi nancial sup-
port and security for the family. In this day and 
age, however, families behave differently. In many 
cases, both the husband and the wife have out-
side jobs, and it is important for both parents 
to participate in the spiritual upbringing of the 
children. This is manifest in the marriage service, 
where a prayer asks God to “grant unto them fair 
children for education in thy faith and fear … .” 
St. Clement of Alexandria said, “Marriage is more 

than human. It is a micro-kingdom, a miniature 
kingdom, which is the little house of the Lord.” In 
this “little house,” the parents are called to teach 
their children how to lead lives like Christ’s and 
to grow deeper in their faith. The parents are to 
guide their children on the path of salvation.

This year in my Sunday school class, we 
dissected a portion of the wedding service. We 
were doing this because the majority of my class, 
myself included, actually never paid attention to 
what was said in an Orthodox wedding ceremo-
ny. We read and discussed many of the marriage 
petitions. In the petitions there was one phrase I 
heard about three times that caught my attention: 
“oneness of mind.” This phrase made me think 
of the theme of this year’s creative festival: “At 
the beginning He made them male and female. 
For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife and the two shall 
become one fl esh” (Matthew 19:5). If you con-
template this verse for a moment, you will see 
that this is what happens in a marriage – the bride 
and groom become one mind and one fl esh. They 
are one mind because they work together on their 
salvation in an attempt to reach theosis. They are 
one fl esh because of the physical bond between 
them that is only shared between a husband and 
a wife.

If preparing for this oratorical has helped me 
with anything, it has reaffi rmed how much love is 
involved in the holy sacrament of marriage. Love 
between the bride and the groom is compared to 
the love between Christ and the Church. In the 
words of St. John Chrysostom, “Do you want to 
have your wife obedient to you, as the church is 
to Christ? Then take yourself the same provident 
care for her as Christ takes for the Church. Yes, 
even if it becomes necessary for you to give your 
life for her, yes, and to be cut into pieces ten thou-
sand times, yes, and to endure and undergo any 
suffering whatever, do not resist it.” Just as Christ 
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laid down his life for the Church, so also must 
a husband display that same sacrifi cial love. And 
just as the Church is obedient to Christ, so must a 
wife display that same love toward her husband. 
I have also learned that Jesus must be present 
in the marriage life in order for it to be sancti-
fi ed. Through Christ’s presence, the husband and 
wife are able to work together to grow stronger 
in their faith and become more deeply rooted in 
Christ. They must help one another in their jour-
ney toward salvation and everlasting life with God 
in Paradise.

When all of these things were brought to my 
attention, I was completely awestruck, but I was 
excited at the same time. Marriage is truly a mag-
nifi cent, beautiful gift from God. I just pray that 
one day God will bless me with someone who will 
support me in my faith, and that I will do like-
wise.

Raquel Haddad, 16, is a member of St. Michael 
Church in Beaumont, Texas. 
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Scholarships
An application for the Francis Maria College 
Scholarship is available online at www.antio-
chian.org/scholarships.  The Archdiocese pro-
vides scholarships in the amount of $2,500 
each from this Fund.  Emphasis is placed upon 
service to the Church and the Community, as 
well as on academic achievement.  The scholar-
ship deadline is May 15, 2009.

Two college scholarships are available to 
each of the Diocesan Oratorical Winners:

1. His Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP offers a 
$1,000 Scholarship to the Archdiocesan fi rst-
place orator, and Mr. Robert and Mrs. Gladys 
Laham provide $500 scholarships to each of 
the other Diocesan Oratorical winners partici-
pating at the Archdiocesan Oratorical level.
2. Hellenic College, the liberal arts Orthodox 
college here in North America (at Brookline, 
Massachusetts) will grant this year to each of 
the Diocesan Oratorical winners a tuition schol-
arship for those accepted and entering Hellenic 
College. For those entering fi rst year, the schol-
arship is full tuition, while for those in each of 
the next three years the scholarship is a tuition 
reduction of 80%.

St. Peter Orthodox Church invites you to

The 2009 Diocese of Miami and the 
Southeast Parish Life Conference

June 10-14, 2009 • Jackson, Mississippi

Be mindful, O Lord, of 
those who bear fruit 
and do good works 
in thy holy Churches, 
and who remember the 
poor.

Anaphora of Sts John Chrysostom & Basil the Great

Host Hotel is Hilton Jackson
1001 East County Line Road

For more information, please visit our website at
http://www.stpeterorthodox.org/

or contact us at plc2009@saintpeterorthodox.com
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What is the Fellowship of St. John the Divine? 
This question is asked frequently. 

To be honest, there was a time when I didn’t 
know what the Fellowship was, as we didn’t have 
an active local chapter at St. George in Pittsburgh. 
I’d like to share with you my story about how I 
learned of the Fellowship and how our Pittsburgh 
chapter was formed.

Seven years ago, I was asked to be a chap-
erone for our Teen SOYO as they attended a Del-
egates Meeting. Although I wasn’t their advisor at 
the time, I agreed to go. After all, I was a year out 
of college and didn’t have many responsibilities to 
prevent me from going away for the weekend. This 
would be the fi rst time I had attended a Delegates 
Meeting since I was in Teen SOYO. 

When it came time for meetings to begin, a 
friend suggested that I go to the Fellowship meet-
ing. “What’s the Fellowship?” I asked. “It’s like 
Teen SOYO for adults,” she replied. So I agreed. 
The agenda covered programs such as Missions, 
Christian Education, Creative Festivals, Oratori-
cal and Bible Bowl, Food for Hungry People, St. 
Philip’s Prayer Discipline, and Humanitarian Proj-
ects, to name just a few. I was familiar with many 
of these programs. Our parish’s church school has 
always participated in the Creative Festivals, and 
our Teen SOYO was annually represented in the 
Bible Bowls and Oratorical contests. We always 
received the Food For Hungry People boxes dur-
ing Lent and would return them during Holy Week. 
My initial reaction to this was that our parish was 
functioning well and doing Fellowship work with-
out having a local chapter or having representa-
tion at a diocesan meeting.

Later that year, I became a Teen SOYO advi-
sor and continued attending Fellowship meetings 
at the Delegates Meetings and Parish Life Confer-
ences. So here I was attending Fellowship meet-
ings at a diocesan level. Why? Here I witnessed the 
camaraderie and ideas generated by working with 
others. I met wonderful people who share my Or-
thodox faith and do God’s work. Having attended 
these meetings, I understood the benefi ts of the 
relationship that exists between parishes and the 
Diocese. I never knew the Diocesan Fellowship 

supports mission churches in the region and of-
fers scholarships to graduating high school seniors. 
Soon I began to wonder why we didn’t have an ac-
tive chapter in Pittsburgh.

How do we start a local Fellowship chapter at 
St. George? This was a question others and I strug-
gled with. We could tell our fellow parishioners 
that the Fellowship used to be Senior SOYO; how-
ever, this statement doesn’t really mean anything 
to those under the age of 40 nor to those who are 
converts to the faith. We have existing organiza-
tions that actively contribute to our parish life and 
that perform humanitarian projects and other good 
deeds; so how could we start a group without step-
ping on other people’s toes? How could we encour-
age folks to join an organization that they had never 
heard about?

While we were still contemplating how to get 
a local Fellowship chapter started, our parish was 
asked to host the 2006 Parish Life Conference. A 
planning committee was formed by those who re-
sponded to a bulletin insert calling for interested in-
dividuals. The conference we hosted was a success. 
It was from this group that our Fellowship chapter 
was born.

Our local Fellowship group began by respond-
ing to a need of our parish. I know that not every 
parish is asked to host a Parish Life Conference, but 
if you look hard enough, I’m sure that your parish 
and community have many needs. A place to start is 
the current emphases of the Fellowship; unity, mis-
sion, outreach, evangelism, and spiritual renewal. 
When was the last time your parish participated in 
a pan-Orthodox event? Has your parish opened the 
doors to the local community, to let them see the 
beautiful interior of an Orthodox church? Do you 
welcome a stranger in church and make them feel 
at home? These are just a few examples of the many 
opportunities that exist.

Who best to identify the needs of a church than 
the parishioners themselves? The needs of each 
parish and community are different, depending on 
the size, area demographics, and the location. Fel-
lowship groups may consist of two people, or fi fty 
people – the size doesn’t matter. As Christ said to 
his disciples, “For where two or three are gathered 
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together in My name, I am there in the midst of 
them” (Matthew 18:20). The objective is for your 
church community to do work pleasing to God and 
to strengthen your parish to preserve the Orthodox 
Faith.

The 2008 Parish Life Conference for our East-
ern Dioceses was hosted by St. George Cathedral 
in Charleston, West Virginia, the home of Bishop 
THOMAS. The good people of Charleston treated 
us with great hospitality and planned an extraor-
dinary conference. We were blessed to celebrate 
the services at the Cathedral, right across the street 
from the hotel. The parishioners displayed their di-
verse talents in a musical show they put on for us. 
Our Fall Delegates Meeting was held at the Antio-
chian Village from November 7th to the 9th. Since 
we are so blessed to have the Antiochian Village in 
our backyard, it will be the location of our future 
Fall Delegates Meetings. The Teen SOYO and some 
of the Fellowship members participated in a fun 
exercise building teamwork and trust in the ropes 
course.

We look forward to a number of upcoming 
events in 2009 within the Eastern Dioceses. Our 
Spring Delegates Meeting will be hosted by St. 
Nicholas Church in Bridgeport, Connecticut, the 
weekend after Pascha. The Church of the Virgin 
Mary in Yonkers, New York, has graciously offered 
to host his year’s 2009 Parish Life Conference from 
July 1st through July 5th, over which both His Emi-
nence Metropolitan PHILIP and His Grace Bishop 
THOMAS will preside. We will be in for a treat, too, 
as Elvis will be performing at the conference! 

In closing, I would like to thank Michael Kab-
bash for the outstanding job he did as the previous 
president. I am also grateful to Fr. Joseph Butts, 
who was our previous Spiritual Advisor, and I wel-
come Fr. Gregory Mathewes-Green, who will be as-
suming this role. 

Let us take a fresh look at how we can better 
serve God and others. Let us create fellowship with-
in our parish and community. Let us encourage and 
create more opportunities to worship Christ. Let 
us be humble witnesses to the Orthodox Faith. The 
Fellowship of St. John the Divine is here to help.

Damian George
President, Eastern Dioceses Fellowship of

St. John the Divine
(Diocese of New York and Washington, D.C., and the 

Diocese of Charleston, Oakland, and the Mid-Atlantic)
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58th Eastern Dioceses
Parish Life Conference

July 1–July 5, 2009

Hosted by the
Virgin Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church

Yonkers, New York

We are delighted to inform you that
His Eminence, the Most Reverend Metropolitan PHILIP,

who is celebrating his 50th Anniversary to the Holy priesthood,
and the Right Reverend Bishop THOMAS will preside over 

the 58th Eastern Dioceses Parish Life Conference.

Our Souvenir Journal will be honoring
His Eminence, the Most Reverend Metropolitan PHILIP 

on this Golden Anniversary.

The Souvenir Journal form and all the necessary forms 
are available to you on our Web site. 

Please visit our Web site at www.virginmaryplc09.org.

We invite you, your parishioners, family & friends to 
join us for Fellowship, Family & Faith.

Host Hotel
Rye Town Hilton

699 Westchester Avenue
Rye Brook, New York 10573

Tel: 1-914-939-6300 • 1-800-HILTONS
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 Sunday 

 
 Monday 

 
 Tuesday 

 
 Wednesday 

 
 Thursday 

 
 Friday 

 
 Saturday 

 
 

 
MARCH 2 
How many clocks do 
you have in your 
home? Deposit 5 
cents for each in your 
Food for Hungry 
People Box because 
time is running out 
for those who are 
starving. 

 
3 
“Put a little love in 
your heart” – get 
FFHP off to a good 
start. Put in a penny 
for all the loves in 
your life.  

 
4 
Count the number of 
Bibles in your home 
and deposit a dime 
for each, because 
Jesus said, “I was 
hungry and you 
gave me food.” 

 
5 
Count the number of 
soda cans or water 
bottles in your 
home. Put in 3 cents 
for each, because 
Jesus said, “I was 
thirsty and you gave 
me drink.” 

 
6 
How many radios do 
you own? Deposit 
15 cents for each. 
Radios are a means 
of communication. 
Let’s communicate 
our love for the 
hungry. 

 
7 
Count the number of 
steps (inside and 
outside) of your 
home. Put in 5 cents 
for each step. Help 
the hungry step into 
a new future. 

 
8 
How many mirrors 
are in your home? 
Pay a dime for 
each. Let your 
mirror reflect the 
image of one who 
cares. 
 

 
9 
Count the locks in 
your home. Drop in 5 
cents for each lock. 
Let’s unlock the door 
that gives hope to the 
hungry. 

 
10 
How many rings do 
you have? Deposit a 
dime per ring. This 
will help us bring 
food to the hungry! 

 
11 
How many eggs are 
in your refrigerator? 
Pay 5 cents for 
each. Hungry people 
have to scramble for 
their food. 

 
12 
How many doors 
does your home 
have? Pay 5 cents 
for each. Help open 
a door to a better 
future for the 
world’s hungry. 

 
13 
Have everyone in 
the family deposit all 
the pennies they 
have in their pockets 
or purses. It makes 
“cents” to help the 
hungry 

 
14 
How many electrical 
outlets are in your 
kitchen and living 
room? Pay 5 cents 
each. You’ll get a 
charge out of 
feeding the hungry. 

 
15 
“Button up your 
overcoat” – so 
simple to do. They 
are not only 
hungry but very 
cold too. Deposit 5 
cents for each coat 
in your home. 

 
16 
For every cell phone 
in your home, pay 10 
cents. It is long 
distance to hungry 
areas in most parts 
of the world. Let’s 
make it a toll-free 
number. 

 
17 
How many 
extension cords do 
you have in your 
home? Pay 10 cents 
for each. Let’s 
extend a helping 
hand to those who 
need it. 

 
18 
For each pie or cake 
in your home, 
deposit 15 cents. 
We should never 
“dessert” the 
hungry. 

 
19 
How many MP3 
players do you own? 
For every one, 
deposit a dime. 
Let’s never tune out 
the hungry. 

 
20 
For every salt and 
pepper shaker, pay 
5 cents. Let’s all 
sprinkle their lives 
with a little 
seasoning. 

 
21 
For every TV show 
that was watched 
today, pay a dime. 
TV helps us see 
around the world; 
this money will help 
us feed the hungry 
around the world. 

 
22 
How many 
computers do you 
own?  Pay 25 
cents for each.  
Let’s take a “byte” 
out of hunger! 
 

 
23 
How many pictures 
do you have on your 
walls? Just picture 
yourself without food 
& deposit 2 cents for 
each picture. 

 
24 
Pay 20 cents for 
each pair of contacts 
or eyeglasses you 
have. This will help 
us see clearly the 
need to care for the 
hungry. 

 
25 
Do you have a piano 
or organ in your 
home? Pay fifty 
cents for each. This 
is a key to sharing 
and caring. 

 
26 
How many erasers 
can you find in your 
home? Pay 2 cents 
for each. Let’s 
erase hunger from 
the world. 

 
27 
Count your tea or 
coffee cups and 
deposit 2 cents for 
each. Our “cup 
runneth over,” so 
let’s fill theirs. 

 
28 
“I’ve got my love to 
keep me warm,” 
that’s true, but the 
hungry have only 
you. Pay 2 cents for 
each blanket in your 
home. 

 
29 
How many cars 
are in your family? 
You can’t 
“Dodge” the 
hungry, but you 
can af“Ford” to 
pay 25 cents for 
each car. 

 
30 
“Day by day,” from 
dawn till night, 
hunger knows no 
hour – nor if it’s day 
or night. Pay 10 
cents for each lamp 
in your home. 

 
31 
How many cameras 
do you have? Pay 
15 cents for each. 
This will help us 
make all negatives 
positives. 
 
 

 
APRIL 1 
Pick up all the loose 
change lying around 
the house. Put it in 
your FFHP Box. 
This will help make 
a change in the 
world! 

 
2 
Count the scissors 
you have in your 
home and pay 25 
cents for each pair. 
Let’s cut out the 
hunger in hunger-y! 

 
3 
How many members 
are in your family? 
Pay a dime for each. 
The hungry have 
families to feed also; 
let’s make this a 
real “family affair!” 

 
4 
How many towels 
are in your home? If 
you pay a cent for 
each towel, this may 
help us “wipe out” 
hunger for many 
more people. 

 
5 
“Hey, Big 
Spender,” drop a 
coin in the slot – 
give unto others 
what they haven’t 
got! Put in a coin 
or bill of your 
choice. 

 
6 
How many heads of 
lettuce are in your 
refrigerator? Pay a 
dime for each. 
“Lettuce” show the 
hungry that we care. 

 
7 
Count the cans in 
your cupboard. Pay 
2 cents for each. 
Don’t let their 
cupboards be like 
“Old Mother 
Hubbard’s!” 

 
8 
How many postage 
stamps do you 
normally use in a 
week? Pay 5 cents 
for each. This is a 
sure way to stamp 
out hunger! 

 
9 
How many sweaters 
do you have? Pay 5 
cents for each. 
Sweaters keep you 
warm. This is one 
time they won’t 
mind if we “pull the 
wool over their 
eyes.” 

 
10 
How many chairs 
are in your home? 
Pay 5 cents per 
chair. We can’t just 
sit around when so 
many people are 
hungry. 

 
11 
How many 
cookbooks do you 
own? Pay 20 cents 
for each. We will be 
able to cook up a 
better recipe for the 
hungry to live by. 

 
12 
How many eggs 
are you going to 
color for Pascha? 
Pay 5 cents for 
each. Let’s help 
color their world 
with love! 

 
13 
“Brother can you 
spare a dime?” Or 
maybe two? The 
FFHP program really 
depends on you. Put 
your dimes in the 
box. 

 
14 
Count your CDs . 
Pay a penny for 
each. Let’s make 
this a record-
breaking year for 
FFHP!!! 

 
15 
How many songs 
have you listened to 
today?  Pay 2 cents 
for each.  Let’s stay 
in tune with the 
hungry. 
 

 
16 
How many crosses 
do you have? Pay 
10 cents each. 
Crosses remind us 
of Christ’s suffering. 
Let’s not make the 
hungry suffer 
anymore. 

 
17 
“A dream is a wish 
your heart makes,” 
and our dream is for 
hunger to end. Let’s 
wish that the FFHP 
program goes over 
the top! 

 
18 
We pray you have 
been generous in 
your almsgiving. 
“For inasmuch as 
you have done it 
unto the least of 
these my brethren, 
you have done it 
unto ME!” 

 
19 
 
PASCHA 
 
 

Christ 
 Is 

 Risen! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Food for the Hungry People 2009 Calendar 
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56th Annual Diocese of Ottawa, Eastern Canada, and Upstate New York
Parish Life Conference
June 25–28, 2009

Hosted by
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church
1073 Saunders Settlement Rd, Niagara Falls, NY 14305
Phone and Fax (716) 297-2668
e-mail: saintgeorgeorthodox@yahoo.com
www.st-george.squarespace.com

Crowne Plaza Hotel, Niagara Falls
300 Third Street, Niagara Falls, NY 14303
Hotel Front Desk: 1-716-285-3361
Reservations can be made by logging onto www.crownplaza.com/
niagarafalls or 1-800-2CROWN
Guests will need to refer to “St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church” or use 
the three letter reference code “STG”. 
Room rate is $139.00 (U.S.)

St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church will host the 56th Annual Parish Life 
Conference. Please join us in this event in the presence of his Grace, Bishop 
ALEXANDER. The registration form and the souvenir journal form are available on 
our Web site. The souvenir journal, to be published and distributed, will contain 
a schedule of events and include greetings from the Archdiocese, the Diocese of 
Ottawa, Parish members, donors and sponsors. We thank you for your generosity. 
Kindly return the forms before April 6, 2009.

 Here is an additional and special way to give to the poor and 
hungry and your friends at the same time throughout the year.

You can give your gifts to the hungry in honor of a loved one 
on any occasion such as a birthday, baptism, anniversary, thank you, 
retirement or any other special event. “A Gift from the Heart” is also 
a thoughtful memorial.

Please include this coupon along with your donation. We will 
send a personalized icon card to the person you designate to inform 
them of the gift you gave in their honor.

Send coupon and check to:
“Food For Hungry People”
c/o Robin Lynn Nicholas
4237 Dundee Drive
Los Angeles, CA 90027

Given by __________________________________________________

In Honor of _______________________________________________

Send card to _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________

Gift Amount $__________________ (Please check one)
 ❑ Baptism ❑ Anniversary
 ❑ Christmas ❑ Thank you
 ❑ Retirement ❑ Memorial
 ❑ Birthday ❑ Other 

 Food for
Hungry People
Program
“A Gift from
the Heart”
Celebrate
by Giving

“A Gift from the Heart” is a gift to God, a gift to the  recipient, and a gift to the giver.



Antiochian Orthodox 
Church of the Annunciation, 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
 

Glory to God in the highest,  
and on earth be peace, and good-
will among men.

 On Saturday, December 20th, 
2008, 17 church school students 
of all ages performed a play on 
the Nativity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Even the six-month-old in 
a manger pointed to the truth of 
the Scripture, “Out of the mouths 
of infants and of sucklings thou 
hast perfected praise, O Lord.” 
The play was followed by a pot-
luck dinner and fellowship.

By popular demand from pa-
rishioners there was a repeat 
presentation on Sunday after the 
Divine Liturgy. Our thanks go to 
Fr. Ibrahim Chahoud for his guid-
ance, to the teachers for their 
hard work, to parents for their 
support, and to parishioners for 
attending and receiving the stu-
dents’ gift so positively. It was a 
job well done.

First Annual Pan-Orthodox 
Retreat for Women

St. Mary Orthodox Church, 
Hunt Valley, Maryland

With the blessing of our pastor 
and spiritual father, Very Rev. The-
odoros Daoud, the Ladies Society 
of St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox 
Church, Hunt Valley, Maryland, 
sponsored the First Annual Pan-
Orthodox Nativity Lent Retreat for 
Women on November 22, 2009. 
Fifty-fi ve women from twelve par-

ishes attended the one-day event 
that began at 10 a.m. and ended 
with Great Vespers at 5 p.m. The 
retreat leader was the Very Rev. 
Michael Dahulich, Ph.D., Dean of 
St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Theologi-
cal Seminary in South Canaan, 
Pennsylvania.

This day of refl ection was titled 
“What It Means To Be an Ortho-
dox Christian Woman in the 21st 
Century.” Father Michael’s lecture 
style was interactive; he welcomed 
questions, comments, and the ex-
change of ideas. He encouraged 
the women to name the challenges 
that face them in the 21st century; 
these included a fast-paced life-
style, the infl uence of the media, 
technology, working outside the 
home, single parenthood, the rela-
tivity of truth for many people, the 
breakdown of moral principles, 
and materialism.

Having heard these named, he 
encouraged each of us to be faith-
ful to her calling as an Orthodox 
Christian woman: to be obedient 
to God, her spiritual father, and 

her husband; to bring her imme-
diate family to Christ; to be re-
sponsible for helping her husband 
and children to live an Orthodox 
lifestyle and keep the traditions; 
to exemplify Christian virtues; to 
be faithful in personal prayer and 
Scripture reading; to give of her 
time, talent, and treasure to the 
Church; and to persevere in the 
struggle to live in Christ. Her daily 
spiritual life is to consist of prayer 
(personal, liturgical, family); fast-
ing, almsgiving and other works; 
reading Scripture and spiritual 
books; following the Command-
ments; frequent confession and 
reception of Communion.

To aid in the development of a 
spiritual life, Orthodox books and 
icons were available for purchase. 
Men of the parish prepared and 
served a delicious lunch during 
which everyone enjoyed the time 
to meet and to get to know those 
from different parishes. We look 
forward to coming together again 
for the second annual retreat in 
2009!

28   The Word

Communities

in action



Where’s Bonners Ferry?

Fr. Gregory Horton
As we sat, mesmerized, we 

began hearing the question 
“Where’s Bonners Ferry?”, fi rst 
in whispers and then in shouts. 
This scene unfolded during the 
Bible Bowl competition at the 
2008 Parish Life Conference in 
the Diocese of Los Angeles. A re-
cord number of teams competed, 
but it was the team from Holy 
Myrrhbearing Women Antiochian 
Orthodox Mission in Bonners 
Ferry, Idaho, that actually took 
fi rst place – with a perfect score. 
As the competition progressed, 
the poised team of Benjamin Hor-
ton, Cindy Matthews and Stepha-
nie Matthews quietly answered 
every question correctly. We were 
later told that this had never hap-
pened before in the history of the 
Diocese. People began asking 
“Where’s Bonners Ferry?”

One might ask how the Ortho-
dox Christian Church has found 
its way to a town with a popula-
tion of maybe 3,000 people (and 
there are just over 5,000 people 
in all of Boundary County, Idaho). 
One might also ask how on earth 
a Bible Bowl team from the Or-
thodox Mission Parish in that 
town won the diocesan competi-
tion and went on to compete (and 
win) at the national competition 
in July at Antiochian Village. And, 
of course, one might also ask the 
proverbial question “Where IS 
Bonners Ferry anyway?” Let’s be-
gin with this last question.

Bonners Ferry is located in the 
panhandle of Idaho, near the very 
top of the state. It is just east of 
Moyie Springs, south of Porthill 
and north of Naples. If you’re in 

the area, you can’t miss the town: 
there is only one road that passes 
through it! A drive to the nearest 
town in Canada takes less than 30 
minutes. Northwest Montana is 
easily reachable by car and even 
the major city of Spokane, Wash-
ington, is less than two hours 
away.

One might say, in fact, that 
Bonners Ferry is at the center of 
the action. For all of this conve-
nience, however, this quiet little 
town is nestled in the mountains 
along the Kootenai River, far 
away from the maddening rush 
of crowds and traffi c. It is still a 
rural place where one can fi nd 
farms, hunters, fi shermen, log-
gers, hikers and, for the last year 
or two, Orthodox Christians!

The story begins in late 1995 
when I joined a pioneering group 
of Orthodox Christians to help 
found St. John the Baptist An-
tiochian Orthodox Church in Post 
Falls, Idaho. About eight years lat-
er, these efforts were duplicated 
and Christ the Savior Antiochian 
Orthodox Church was born just 
across the border from Post Falls 
in Spokane Valley, Washington. 
The Orthodox Christian presence 
in Bonners Ferry began in ear-
nest in 2006, when I began trav-
eling there once a month or so 
to celebrate the Divine Services 
and to gather the faithful already 
living there. So this is the third 
new Orthodox Church being built 
from the ground up in this area in 
the last 13 years. My family and 
I moved to Bonners Ferry in Au-
gust 2007 and have now helped 
to establish a permanent Ortho-
dox presence here. It is truly an 
exciting time for Orthodox in the 
“Inland Northwest.”

Holy Myrrhbearers Mission 
embraces members and seekers 
from Canada, Montana, Wash-

ington and other places in Idaho. 
These include families that were 
already living in the area, as well 
as those who have moved from as 
far away as California to join us. 
Recently, I have been contacted 
by folks in Arizona and Oregon 
who are interested in relocating 
to beautiful north Idaho. Some 
are looking for the peace and se-
renity that this area affords. Oth-
ers are excited about assisting 
a new Orthodox Mission Parish 
as she takes her fi rst steps; they 
want to know what it means to be 
a “missionary family.” Whatever 
the reasons for each of us, God is 
bringing together a group of Or-
thodox Christian believers in this 
place.

Until the Church came here, 
this area had never known the 
One, Holy, Catholic and Apos-
tolic Church in all of its fullness. 
As a result of the presence of the 
Church, the fi rst group of cat-
echumens already meets regu-
larly for instruction in the Faith 
and for inspirational discussions. 
The community of Holy Myrrh-
bearers stands ready to welcome 
anyone who wishes to share this 
incredible mission to the great 
Northwest. More information is 
available at www.holymyrrhbear-
ingwomen.org.

Now, back to the original story: 
the courageous Bible Bowl-ers 
from Bonners Ferry ventured 
forth to Pennsylvania and faced 
stiff competition from the other 
teams of the Antiochian Archdio-
cese. Once again, however, as the 
contest progressed and the Bon-
ners Ferry team prevailed, the 
now famous cheer of “Where’s 
Bonners Ferry?” fi lled the room. 
Team members humbly accepted 
their award and spent a few days 
relaxing in Pennsylvania (includ-
ing a day at Ligonier Beach, com-
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plete with an oldies band, where I 
sat and sang the entire afternoon 
away). They have now returned 
to their quiet (yet busy) lives in 
the Cabinet Mountains of North 
Idaho. They do receive visitors 
by request – but fi rst one must 
be able to answer that formida-
ble question: “Where’s Bonners 
Ferry?”

A Pan-Orthodox Christmas 
Concert

A celebration of the Christmas 
season in song was held at St. 
Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox 
Church in Grand Rapids, Michi-
gan on December 14. The com-
mencement of “A Pan-Orthodox 
Christmas Concert” with the 
combined choirs of Holy Trinity 
Greek Orthodox Church of Grand 
Rapids; St. George Antiochian Or-
thodox Church of Grand Rapids; 
Holy Cross Orthodox Mission of 
Dorr, Michigan; and host St. Nich-
olas was a memorable and joyous 
evening of a union of voices and 
orchestral accompaniment.

With a more than capacity au-
dience in the nave of St. Nicholas 
of combined church parishioners 
and community guests, musi-
cal selections performed by the 
combined choirs included “O, 
Holy Night,” “Do You Hear What 
I Hear,” and G.F. Handel’s famous 
“Hallelujah Chorus.”

During the festive evening each 
parish choir also performed a 
duo of its own Christmas song se-
lections to the audience’s delight. 
The St. Nicholas children’s choir 
performed during the evening, 
too.

In the interim of the evening, 
Deacon David Khorey of St. Nich-
olas described the outreach pro-
gram of the International Ortho-

dox Christian Charities (IOCC). 
Deacon David recited the homily 
of St. John Chrysostom on the 
value and goodness of charity to 
the poor and underprivileged.

After the choir concert, parish-
ioners and guests were treated to 
a superb refreshment and appe-
tizer buffet hosted by the ladies 
of the choir.

The “Pan-Orthodox Christmas 
Concert” spoke well of the East-
ern Orthodox Church’s presence 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan and 
the greater community. The fel-
lowship of the evening event with 
parishioners, choir members and 
guests was an aura of goodwill 
that will echo within the body of 
the church beyond its time.

All contributions from the eve-
ning event benefi ted the IOCC.

Deeb M. Hattem
St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox 

Church
Grand Rapids, Michigan

“Having a Clear Vision”:

Orthodox Inter-Seminary 
Movement Meets at St. 
Vladimir’s Seminary

[ST. VLADIMIR’S SEMINARY/ 
Yonkers, New York] From No-
vember 21–22, 2008, members 
of the Orthodox Inter-Seminary 
Movement (OISM) met on the 
campus of St. Vladimir’s Ortho-
dox Theological Seminary (SVS) 
in Yonkers for their semi-annual 
meeting. Since the 1960s OSIM 
has provided a forum for Or-
thodox Christian seminarians of 
various jurisdictions to enjoy fel-
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From November 21–22, 2008, thirty members of the Orthodox Inter-Seminary 
Movement (OISM) met on the campus St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological 
Seminary (SVS) in Yonkers, New York, for their semi-annual meeting, and 
studied the life of St. John of Kronstadt over the weekend. Gathered around 
an icon of St. John are the leaders of the OISM groups from their respective 
seminaries:  (from left) Ephraim Willmarth, Holy Trinity Seminary of Jordan-
ville; Brock Johns, St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary of Yonkers, 
NY (SVS); The V. Rev. Alexander Rentel, celebrant of the Akathist service 
(SVS); Nebojsa Pantic, Holy Cross Seminary/Hellenic College of Brookline, 
MA (HC/HC); Nick Hubbard (SVS); Edward Henderson, St. Tikhon’s Seminary 
of South Canaan, PA; Dr. Peter C. Bouteneff (SVS); Paul Truebenbach, (HC/
HC); Hierodeacon Ioaseph, Jordanville; and Ishmael Andrew, St. Herman’s 
Seminary of Kodiak, AK.



lowship and prayer, and to form 
bonds that will extend into their 
future ministries. It is run entirely 
by students from the participat-
ing seminaries, with support from 
each seminary’s respective facul-
ty and administration.

Thirty students – from St. Vladi-
mir’s Seminary; St. Herman’s 
Seminary of Kodiak, Alaska; Holy 
Cross Seminary/Hellenic College 
of Brookline, Massachusetts; 
Holy Trinity Seminary of Jordan-
ville, New York; and St. Tikhon’s 
Seminary of South Canaan, Penn-
sylvania – gathered in fellowship 
on the SVS campus and studied 
the life of St. John of Kronstadt, 
which provided the theme for the 
weekend meeting. The seminar-
ians celebrated an Akathist to the 
saint in the seminary chapel and 
attended a related lecture deliv-
ered by Hierodeacon Ioaseph of 
Holy Trinity Monastery in Jordan-
ville.

Hierodeacon Ioaseph (formerly 
known as Dr. Joseph McLellan) 
had served as a professor in the 
Slavic and Russian studies de-
partments at the University of 
Missouri (Columbia), Brown Uni-
versity, and Princeton University, 
prior to his entrance into the Jor-
danville monastery. In an engag-
ing lecture, he conveyed the life 
of St. John of Kronstadt to the 
seminarians – cautioning them 
not to try to imitate the unique 
aspects in the saint’s life, while 
encouraging them to emulate the 
general principles of the gospel 
manifest in St. John’s actions.

Brock Johns, student coordi-
nator for the event and senior 
student in the M.Div. program at 
SVS, has participated in OISM for 
two of his three years at St. Vladi-
mir’s. “I wanted to join OISM, 
which offered a way for me to 
meet my future peers in the fi eld,” 

said seminarian Johns. 
The OISM participants also had 

the unique opportunity to meet 
and hear the newly elected met-
ropolitan of the Orthodox Church 
in America (OCA), His Beatitude 
JONAH (Paffhausen), who was 
on campus for the semi-annual 
meeting of the SVS Board of 
Trustees and for the dedication of 
the recently constructed Lakeside 
Student Apartments at St. Vladi-
mir’s – 18 units that house mar-
ried seminarians and their fami-
lies. His Beatitude earned both 
an M.Div. (’85) and also an M.Th. 
(’88) degree from St. Vladimir’s.

Although he spoke in several 
different campus venues over the 
weekend, Metropolitan JONAH 
delivered one consistent mes-
sage: his own seminary training 
had an enormous infl uence on his 
personal ministry, and a “unifi ed, 
clear vision” for theological edu-
cation is needed in America.

“All leaders of the Church, who 
take up the yoke of Christ,” he 
urged, “must have a clear vision 
of theological education, which 
consists in four things: fi rst, we 
must present the gospel of Jesus 
Christ; second, we have a mission 
to evangelize all people, regard-
less of color, ethnicity, or socio-
economic status; third, we must 
bring integrity to the gospel mes-
sage; and fourth, we must take up 
the task of bearing the presence 
of Jesus Christ to those around 
us.” 

Metropolitan Jonah also em-
phasized the need for the Ortho-
dox churches in America to sup-
port all theological institutions 
with prayer and love.

Dr. Peter C. Bouteneff, SVS fac-
ulty liaison for OISM, summed up 
the common thrust of the semi-
naries represented at the OISM 
gathering, despite their diverse 

backgrounds. “Each and every 
one of our seminaries is founded 
on a zeal for our Savior Jesus 
Christ, a missionary vocation, 
and the preaching of the apostolic 
faith,” he said. “I want to express 
my gratitude to you all for coming 
together in this way.”

NOTE: Participating seminar-
ies in OISM represent the Ameri-
can Carpatho-Russian Orthodox 
Archdiocese (ACROD); the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of Ameri-
ca (GOA); the Greek Orthodox 
Metropolis of Toronto (GOMT); 
the Orthodox Church in America 
(OCA); the Russian Orthodox 
Church Outside of Russia (RO-
COR); the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of Canada (UOCC); and 
the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
of the USA (UOCUSA), and in-
clude the following schools:

•  Christ the Saviour Seminary (John-
stown, Pennsylvania, ACROD)

•  Holy Cross Greek Orthodox School 
of Theology (Brookline, Massachu-
setts, GOA)

•  Holy Trinity Orthodox Seminary 
(Jordanville, New York, ROCOR)

•  St. Andrew’s College (Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, UOCC)

•  St. Herman’s Orthodox Theological 
Seminary (Kodiak, Alaska, OCA)

•  St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox 
Theological Seminary (South Bound 
Brook, New Jersey, UOCUSA)

•  St. Tikhon’s Orthodox Theological 
Seminary (South Canaan, Pennsyl-
vania, OCA)

•  St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theologi-
cal Seminary (Yonkers, New York, 
OCA)

•  Toronto Orthodox Theological Acad-
emy (Toronto, Ontario, GOMT)

Deborah Belonick

Order of Saint Ignatius
Dinner

Wintry weather did not hamper 
the spirits of members of The Or-
der of St. Ignatius of Antioch from 
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the New York Deanery and nearby 
Eastern Pennsylvania Deanery as 
they gathered for a Christmas Re-
ception with His Eminence, Met-
ropolitan PHILIP.

The reception was hosted by 
Order members from St. Anthony 
Parish in Bergenfi eld, New Jersey, 
on December 20, 2008, the Feast 
Day of patron St. Ignatius. St. An-
thony Church, under the spiritual 
guidance of V. Rev. Joseph Allen, 
Pastor and former North Ameri-
can Chaplain of the Order, is the 
closest of the Antiochian parishes 
to the Archdiocese Headquarters 
in Englewood, New Jersey.

Pilgrimage on the Plains

The year 2008 marked the 90th 
anniversary of the repose of Rev. 
Nicola Yanney. Fr. Nicola is no-
table as the fi rst priest ordained 
by St. Raphael in 1904. Over one 
hundred and fi fty members of the 
diocese of Wichita, including Bish-
op Basil and a score of other cler-
gy, made a pilgrimage across the 
Great Plains last October, some 
traveling from as far away as El 

Paso, Texas, to honor their father 
in the Spirit and the progenitor 
of the priestly ministry of Christ 
in the Diocese of Wichita. Their 
commemoration turned out to be 
more than just the observance of 
a date in history. Their celebration 
was an outpouring of honor and 
love for the work and sacrifi ce of 
Fr. Nicola and for all the departed 
faithful of America’s heartland, 
especially the priests and deacons 
and their wives: all those who 
have faithfully followed Christ in 
His Holy Church during the ninety 
years since Fr. Nicola’s repose.

Fr. Nicola was the fi rst to be 
ordained by St. Raphael and the 
fi rst Syrian-born, American priest 
ordained in North America. Newly 
widowed and responsible for three 
teen-aged boys, Fr. Nicola under-
took to travel each summer for 
fourteen years all across middle-
America. He continued the work 
of St. Raphael, gathering the scat-
tered fl ock of Christ. In the sum-
mers of 1904 and 1905 alone he 
baptized 90 souls (almost four a 
week!) in over twenty far-fl ung cit-
ies: from North Dakota in the north 
to Kentucky in the south and from 

Nebraska in the west to Michigan 
in the east. This work he contin-
ued for fourteen summers until his 
repose in 1918. Fr. Nicola was one 
of the nearly three-quarter million 
Americans who died in the global 
infl uenza epidemic that year, the 
so-called “Spanish Flu.”

Fr. Nicola likely contracted his 
own fatal illness while carrying 
out his priestly duty to his parish 
members during the epidemic. 
As the local paper remarked on 
the day of his repose, October 
29, 1918, “Syrian Pastor Worked 
With His Parish Members to [the] 
Last.” There the Kearney commu-
nity made tribute to him in this 
way: “Rev. Yanney, since coming 
to Kearney, won the love of all of 
his people and esteem and admi-
ration, of all in the community. He 
organized the Syrian colony here 
and established the local church. 
In recent years he was assigned a 
large missionary district, extend-
ing from Canada to the Gulf and 
from the Mississippi to the Rock-
ies. Regular visitations within the 
bounds of this district resulted in 
his developing a wide acquaintance 
and thousands of loyal devoted 
followers. He did much in the way 
of community development work 
while stationed in Kearney and his 
untimely death is deplored by the 
entire municipality.”

And the Diocese of Wichita, 
ninety years later, broadened that 
tribute, dedicating a grave monu-
ment, hosting a festive pilgrimage 
banquet, celebrating a Hierarchi-
cal Liturgy and Trisagion for all 
the departed clergy and wives of 
the Diocese, and enjoying a lun-
cheon refl ection on the lifetime 
and repose of Fr. Nicola, God’s 
faithful priest!

Fr. Paul Hodge
St. Thomas Orthodox Church

Sioux City, Iowa
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Orthodox Meet with
Others in Japan to
Discuss Bioethics

A major challenge confronting 
Orthodox Christians around the 
world is the impact of the domi-
nant secular culture on the ways 
that physicians act and  patients are 
treated. This infl uence is refl ected 
in the commonness of abortion and 
the increasing acceptance of phy-
sician-assisted suicide. This secular 
culture and its bioethics touch the 
lives of patients, physicians, and 
nurses everywhere. We no lon-
ger live in a normatively Christian 
context. To address these issues 
in Japan, a country in which only 
one percent are Christian, a group 
of Orthodox Christians led by the 
Very Rev. Bishop THOMAS spent 
from December 5th to December 
15th meeting with Japanese schol-
ars and attending academic meet-
ings concerning bioethical issues.

The group consisted of Father 
Iulian Anitei from Holy Protection 
of the Theotokos Romanian Or-
thodox Mission in Houston, Texas; 
Reader Herman Engelhardt from 
St. George Antiochian Church in 
Houston, Texas, and professor at 
Rice University and Baylor College 
of Medicine; and Brian Partridge 
from All Saints of America An-
tiochian Church in Homer, Alaska, 
and director, The Center for the 
Study of Culture, Ethics and the 
Environment. All members of the 
group in different capacities serve 
on the Editorial Advisory Board 
of the journal Christian Bioethics, 
now entering its fi fteenth year of 
publication. Christian Bioethics 
is published by Oxford University 
Press. 

The meetings began with pre-
liminary discussions held the eve-
ning of Sunday, December 7, with 
a delegation of Japanese academ-
ics led by Professor Rihito Kimura, 
President of Keisen University (a 

Protestant educational institution) 
and President of the Japan Asso-
ciation for Bioethics. The goal was 
to brief the visiting group concern-
ing the state of affairs in Japan and 
to have a preliminary exchange of 
ideas. This was followed on Mon-
day, December 8, by a full day of 
discussions at Waseda Law School, 
Waseda University, regarding the 
status of the family, family values, 
and the authority of parents in 
making medical decisions for their 
minor children. 

The discussions focused on the 
ways in which the U.N. Convention 
on the Rights of the Child under-
mines traditional family author-
ity. The discussions also explored 
current law, public policy, and 
bioethical concerns in Japan and 
the United States. Approximately 
350 professors and students were 
present. Then on Wednesday, De-
cember 10, the group participated 
in the International Symposium of 
Bioethics held at Sophia University, 
a Roman Catholic university in To-
kyo. As part of this major sympo-
sium the Very Rev. Bishop THOM-
AS presented a paper, “Care at the 
End of Life: What Orthodoxy Has 
to Teach.”

Also participating in this interna-
tional symposium were the Rev. Iu-
lian Anitei, who delivered a paper 
entitled “Culture Wars and End-of-
Life Decision-Making: Why Tradi-
tional Christians Look So Strange,” 
and Herman Engelhardt, who pre-
sented a paper, “Limiting Medi-
cal Treatment: Christian Bioethi-
cal Refl ections.” The discussions 
disclosed the deep cleft between 
traditional and post-traditional 
approaches to end-of-life deci-
sion-making. About 150 people, 
mostly academics and profession-
als, attended this symposium. The 
last of the series of meetings took 
place at Toyo-Eiwa University, To-
kyo. These discussions focused on 

the problems associated with the 
pursuit of a global bioethics. As 
the conversations demonstrated, 
we are separated by deep moral 
disagreements that undermine 
the possibility of a global bioeth-
ics. The culture wars, confl icts be-
tween different moral visions, are 
international. 

Their presence in Tokyo gave 

the group the opportunity on De-
cember 7 and December 14 to at-
tend Liturgy at Holy Resurrection 
Cathedral (completed 1891), pop-
ularly known as the Nikolai-do, the 
temple of Nicholas, after the great 
evangelizer St. Nicholas of Japan 
(A.D. 1836–1912). There the group 
met His Eminence DANIEL, Arch-
bishop of Tokyo and Metropoli-
tan of All Japan. After Vespers on 
December 13 and after Liturgy on 
December 14, the group was able 
to speak with local clergy and par-
ish members. On Sunday, the 14th 
of December, his Grace Bishop 
THOMAS delivered a sermon and 
presented the Metropolitan with a 
standing subscription to Christian 
Bioethics. The interchanges with 
the Japanese showed the need to 
project Christian bioethics interna-
tionally.

Reader Herman Engelhardt and 
Brian Partridge 
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Bishop THOMAS with Metropolitan 
DANIEL of Japan. 



34   The Word

5th Annual
Diocese of Wichita and Mid-America

Parish Life Conference
June 10-13, 2009

Hosted by
St. Mary Orthodox Christian Church
344 S. Martinson St.
Wichita, Kansas 67213-4044
Phone (316) 264-1576
Email: stmaryoffi ce@xoc.net

Honored keynote speaker is
His Eminence Metropolitan SABA
Archdiocese of Bosra-Houran

Registration, Events, Schedule, Ad book
and Workshop information have been
posted on the PLC Web site:
www.DOWAMAPLC.org

Accommodations:
Wichita Airport Hilton, Wichita
2098 Airport Road
(800) 247-4458

Reservations can be made by logging onto
www.wichitaairport.hilton.com
Ask for Group/Convention Code: DOW
Special Rate: $97 plus taxes

All reservations must be made by
May 27, 2009



 

DDIIOOCCEESSEE  OOFF  WWOORRCCEESSTTEERR  AANNDD  NNEEWW  EENNGGLLAANNDD  

22000099  PPAARRIISSHH  LLIIFFEE  CCOONNFFEERREENNCCEE  

JJUUNNEE  2255--2288,,  22000099  

HHOOSSTTEEDD  BBYY  SSTT  GGEEOORRGGEE  OORRTTHHOODDOOXX  CCHHUURRCCHH,,  LLAAWWRREENNCCEE,,  MMAA  

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..ssttggeeoorrggeellaawwrreennccee..oorrgg//CCoonnff22000099 

 
Conference Location: Wyndham Hotel 123 Old River Road Andover, Massachusetts 01810 978-975-3600 

 

Hotel Rates: Standard double bed room - single rate: $95, double rate: $95, triple rate: $105, quad rate: $115 
~Make your reservation by calling the hotel before June 4; 
   mention the Parish Life Conference for the special rates~  
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Yes, I want more information 
about Th e Order.

Name: 

Address: 

 

Phone: 

E-mail: 

Add something to make a change.
Join Th e Order

Prayer, Fasting, Almsgiving. Th e Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch supports 
many within our Archdiocese as well as those worthy of our support outside 

our Archdiocese including Assistance to Married Seminarians, Clergy 
Retirement, Christian Education, Camp Scholarships, Project Mexico,  

Treehouse, IOCC and more
Please Join Us

To learn more, call 201-871-1355 or e-mail: 
theorder@antiochian.org or return this slip to:

Th e Order
358 Mountain Road

Englewood, NJ  07631
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