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Dear Friend of St. Athanasius Academy:

This month’s booklet concerns the study notes from the Book of

Genesis. What follows are the complete and detailed study notes

from CHAPTER 7: THE FLOOD. From these detailed notes, came the

finalized study notes found in the OSB - Old and New Testament.

This booklet provides a more detailed account and explanation of

Noah and the Flood.  The layout format offers a general summary of

the verses being studied. After this, we offer a more detailed

explanation and understanding as to their meaning, based on the

renowned Fathers of the Church. Included and underlined, are

relevant New Testament Scriptures to show how that which is first foreshadowed in the

Old, is brought to light in the New Testament, showing the harmonious interconnection.

STUDY NOTES:

BOOK OF GENESIS

THE ORTHODOX STUDY BIBLE: SEPTUAGINT OLD TESTAMENT

Chapter 7: THE FLOOD and BAPTISM 

V. 7:1-24 - The Apostle Peter reveals that baptism is the antitype of Noah's ark and the
flood (I Peter 3:20-21). This baptism is Christ's Baptism in the Jordan, for the salvation
of the world. This is realized by every person baptized into the Church.  Therefore, since
Noah's ark and the flood, is a “type” of the “antitype” baptism, we can see how chapter
7 reveals a number of things – by way of type – regarding Christ's baptism. 

1) Christ's baptism in the Jordan fulfils all righteousness (Matthew 3:15).
Noah and his family entered the ark because he was righteous before God (7:1).
However, his righteousness did not originate with him. Instead it was given to him
through faith (Hebrews 11:7). Christ, on the other hand, is the origin of all
righteousness because He is the very righteousness of God.  And one baptized into
Christ may experience a righteous life by faith in Him (I Corinthians 1:30).  

Such righteousness is characterized by some of the following things typified in
Noah: a perfecting heart (6:9), well-pleasing behavior (6:9), hearkening to the word
of God (6:22; 7:5, 16), and faith, for up to this time no one had ever seen it rain;
yet, Noah believed God  (2:5; 7:4). 
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2) Christ's baptism in the Jordan also establishes the Church (Romans 6:3-4).

Noah and his family are a type of Christ and the Church, while the ark is a type of the

Theotokos.  For just as Noah and his family entered the ark (7:1), so similarly Christ

entered the womb of the Virgin Mary, and together with Him the Church.  For she begot

in her womb the Son in His fully human nature (Matthew 1:20-21; Luke 1:31-32).  And

this begetting brought forth Christ as her  Firstborn (Matthew 1:25; Luke 2:7).  And as

such, He became the Firstborn of the Church (Romans 8:29; Hebrews 12:23), the

Firstborn of all creation (Colossians 1:15), and the Firstborn from the dead (Colossians

1:18).  Thus, the Virgin is not only the Mother of God, in the flesh, but also the Mother

of the Church.  

3) Christ's baptism in the Jordan likewise renews all creation (Colossians 1:15).

Besides Noah and his family, all creation is also typified by the variety of animals in the

ark (6:19-20; 7:2-3, 8-9, 14-16).  And just as these animals were delivered from the

Flood, so all creation will be delivered and redeemed by Christ, together with the children

of God (Romans 8:18-22).  

Thus the Virgin Mary is not only the Mother of God, but as well the Mother of the

Church, and also the Mother of creation's renewal.  Therefore, people of our day would

be much better off venerating the Mother of God, the Mother of the Church. and the

Mother of creation's renewal, rather than what they call Mother Earth or Mother Nature!

4) Christ's baptism in the Jordan furthermore blots out sin and washes it away

(Acts 3:19; 22:16).  For just as He blotted out the corruption on the earth and washed

it away in the days of Noah (6:7; 7:23), so similarly He blotted out the indebtedness

caused by our sins (Colossians 2:14) and by our succumbing to the devil and his angels

(Colossians 2:15).

In Christ our Lord,  

Paul Goetz for St. Athanasius Academy 

T h e O rth odo x  fa i th  –  i t s  ph i lo so ph ica l  an d  th eo lo g ica l  teach in gs  –  a s  h an ded  do w n  
b y  the  A po s t le s ,  con f i rm ed  b y  the  S even  E cum en ica l  C o u n c i l s  an d  H o ly  S c r ip ture ,  

and lived by His Church, was the guidepost to the OSB: OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT  


