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editor’s letter
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Just last month, I told you about the encounter of 
our teens and Metropolitan PHILIP. The teens asked 
the Metropolitan to help them and their peers un-
derstand God’s will, and overcome sexual tempta-
tions, drug and alcohol abuse, and peer pressure. 
When I met Fr. Joseph Purpura, Youth Department 
Chairman, at the Antiochian House of Studies, I 
asked what was being done about it! Because Fr. 
Joseph and I have worked closely together these 
last 35 years, I was not surprised that he had a plan 
of attack already underway. From seminary days, 
Fr. Joseph was always keen to be accomplishing 
something. While that might be occasionally off-
putting, it is for the teens and youth of our Arch-
diocese a blessing!

The strategy of the Youth Department is multi-
layered and multi-faceted, because this problem 
is multi-layered and faceted. Fr. Purpura says that 
the Church needs to be the alternative communi-
ty where young people can be safe to grow and 
thrive. This community needs to be that continua-
tion of the apostolic community where God is ex-
perienced. Right relationships with God need to be 
modeled by older members of the community, who 
make good choices and who share in God’s love. 
Church members must understand our Tradition, 
and share it courageously and unapologetically. 
This safe and supportive environment must be built 
up deliberately by people willing to live the tenets 
of the faith that has been delivered to us from the 
Apostles.

The form of this ministry will differ in every par-
ish, depending on the circumstances of each. Some 
parishes will need to become community centers 
where young people can gather after school and be 
supported in their studies. Such centers can also 
welcome neighborhood children. These centers will 
encourage good study habits and encourage clean 
living, respecting our bodies as temples of the Holy 
Spirit. Children left alone while two parents are 
working often make poor choices. This is an area 
in which the Church can make a difference.

Parents and clergy need to be prepared to model 
good habits and share our values with our children. 
In recent years, the support of the extended family 

has been weakened or disappeared. At the same 
time, the values of the greater society have changed 
and no longer reflect ideals consistent with our 
Christian faith. Metropolitan PHILIP let the youth 
speak candidly and openly about sexuality and de-
viant sexual behavior, binge drinking, drug use, de-
pression, suicide and loneliness. Parents, teachers 
and pastors need to follow Sayidna’s example and 
initiate open and frank discussion about these dif-
ficult topics. The young people need to know what 
we believe, and why. Fr. Joe and I wouldn’t have 
asked the Archbishop about these things when 
we were teens, but the world has changed and so 
Church leaders need to change as well. 

The Church needs to witness to the general so-
ciety and influence lawmakers, community leaders 
and educational leaders. Many with agenda that are 
contrary to Christian views lobby hard and with 
much zeal. Our Church needs to help politicians 
make good choices, too, and they can’t do that 
without our educating them.

Fr. Purpura told me about studies of brain de-
velopment that show that alcohol stunts the growth 
of the brain that is still developing into our twen-
ties. The result is permanent damage to decision-
making mechanisms. The potency of marijuana and 

tobacco has also changed. Parents who remember 
using such drugs used very different drugs than are 
used today. We need to be more deliberate about 
protecting our children.

What’s being done to save our teenss

(Continued on page 20)



The following journal entries were made during a 
two-week mission trip to Albania. The trip, part of 
a summer class offered at Holy Cross Greek Or-
thodox School of Theology, involved eleven stu-
dents and seminarians from St. Vladimir’s, St. Tik-
hon’s and Holy Cross seminaries and from Hellenic 
College, and these were joined in the field by two 
students from St. Tikhon’s University in Moscow. 
The class studied the missiology of Archbishop 
Anastasios of Albania as an example of effective 
missions work. The class was taught, and the trip 
led, by the Rev. Luke Veronis, who from 1994 to 
2004 lived as an OCMC missionary in Albania, and 
was subsidized by the Orthodox Institute on Mis-
siology. I kept these journals so that the memories, 
and the divine blessings woven into them, would 
not be forgotten, but instead, shared.

Day 7, Monday 6/6
By mid-morning, we were off for more adven-

tures. While most of the team went one way, Fr. 
Luke, Dn. Martin Watt (an OCA seminarian from 
St. Tikhon’s and a one-time prospective mis-

sionary to Albania) and I headed to yet another 
Church ministry center: the broadcast studios of 
Radio Ngjalla (“Resurrection”) for an interview 
on our mission trip.

Traveling to the station, the three of us had the 
opportunity to discuss more the political and cul-
tural state of the nation. It is important to remem-
ber that Orthodoxy is one of three major religions 
in Albania, alongside Catholicism and Islam, and 
that all three suffered under the atheist-communist 
state. All three were nearly wiped away, and each 
had to start again from scratch. This has helped 
to create a surprising level of inter-religious fra-
ternity. However, such religions in Albania have, 
over many centuries, been reduced in the mind of 
the average Albanian to an ethnic or cultural iden-
tity. You identify yourself by the religion of your 
family, even if you have never set foot in a church 
or mosque. This can even result in children of 
inter-marriages who say they are “Muslim-Ortho-
dox,” for example. So this regard for the faith as 
anything but is one major battle the Church fac-
es; another is creeping atheism. The Archbishop 
has pointed out that what has come to replace the 
oppressive communist atheism is the capitalist 
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atheism fashionable elsewhere in Europe. As the 
quality of life slowly improves, and the average 
Albanian is able to afford more comforts and con-
nect more to the global capitalist community, they 
are finding God to be superfluous. The struggles 
that the Church has with the government are al-
most entirely for nationalistic reasons. Nobody is 
aggressive towards the Church because of her be-
liefs anymore, because nobody cares. We should 
pray that this does not continue in the way it has 
in America, where “freedom of religion” has re-
sulted in a taking-for-granted of religious expres-
sion, if not abandonment altogether.

Days 8 & 9, Tuesday/Wednesday 6/7-8
The past 36 hours spent traveling to and 

from Korça was a spiritual whirlwind to end our 
mission trip to Albania perfectly. In fact, calling it 
a mission trip is rather limiting, as it has been just 
as much a pilgrimage. These past two days firmly 
belong to the latter category.

We boarded the trusty van with our trusty 
driver (Florimundi, which translates to “golden 
mouth”, that is, Chrysostom) to make the five-

hour trip to Korça. Korça rests in the more moun-
tainous, southeastern region, near the Grecian 
border. Historically, it has been a predominantly 
Orthodox city, and it remains so; the Resurrection 
Cathedral is located in the town square and is the 
main landmark of the city. It is also one of four 
Metropolises for the Church of Albania, currently 
overseen by His Eminence, Metropolitan JOHN. 
His Eminence was to be our host and companion 
for our stay in the Korça area.

We arrived at the Metropolis and essentially 
picked up His Eminence in our van, then traveled 
a half-hour west to our next destination: the pre-
dominantly Orthodox village of Voskopojë, and the 
monastery of Shen Joan Prodhromos (“St. John 
the Forerunner”). Dating back to the early 16th 
century, the monastery is registered as a cultural 
monument in Albania. Unfortunately, it currently 
isn’t more than that, as the Church doesn’t yet 
have the monks available to repopulate and revive 
the “cultural monument” as a working monastery. 
His Eminence clearly has this plan in mind, as he 
half-jokingly told us that he was bringing us here, 
“because we need monks.”

We held an abbreviated Vespers in the mon-
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astery chapel, and then the women in our group 
left to spend the night at the home of one of the 
local priests. We men stayed in the monastery’s 
quarters, and enjoyed a bonfire and chat with His 
Eminence.

At dawn the next morning we were up and 
packed, leaving the monastery on foot (outside 
meeting with the women, plus a pack-mule) on 
our way for a 20-kilometer hike with His Emi-
nence to another ancient monastery. Par for the 
course in Albania, the weather could hardly have 
been more idyllic. Within seven hours we were 

ascending some steep cutbacks, finally reaching 
the remote monastery of Ss. Peter and Paul. The 
church was built at the beginning of the 18th cen-
tury, and as is common with the old churches of 
that area, every inch of the interior is covered in 
iconography.

Although many precious churches like this still 
exist in the area, Ss. Peter and Paul is exception-
al for at least one thing: its ossuary. Around the 
back and down a little path, you will find a much 
smaller chapel, just big enough for a tiny narthex 
and a tiny nave, yet still crowded with saints. 
In the narthex is a short stairwell that leads to 
a basement, crowded with saints of a different 
sort. In the cold, stale darkness lit by a candle or 
two, we found ourselves surrounded by stacks of 
skulls, piles of bones: at least a hundred, all told. 
I attempted to conceive of the lives of these holy 

monks who had once inhabited this meek moun-
taintop, and knew that every last one of them was 
holier than I. They lived lives intended to be for-
gotten, and have peacefully entered into the joy 
of their Master. What rationale can I give for the 
things that I hold onto? Do I dare to believe that 
moth and rust will not corrode, and thieves will 
not break in and steal?

We spontaneously sang the Paschal troparion 
(Albanian, Greek, English), then, not wanting to 
leave, we recited the Trisagion for the Departed 
and sang “Memory Eternal.” Still not wanting to 
leave, we sang “The Angel Cried.” When there 
was no more that could be prayed or sung without 
being self-serving, we quietly crossed ourselves 
and departed.

After lunch we spent a couple hours sightsee-
ing around Korça. The long commute back to Ti-
rana was all that was left for our mission team, 
physically spent yet spiritually overflowing.

Day 10, Thursday 6/9
For this morning’s prayer service and break-

fast we were again joined by Nathan Hoppe and 
his wife Gabriela. Immediately following break-
fast, we had the first of our two “closing” sessions 
of the day. When our team first met in April, at Fr. 
Luke’s parish in Webster, Massachusetts, we dis-
cussed our respective hopes and concerns about 
the mission trip. Now Fr. Luke presented what we 
said back to us, listed on a single sheet of paper, 
and nearly every point resonated with me, and I 
could tell from the expressions of my teammates 
that they felt the same. I recalled that, at the time, 
I had said that my greatest hope and concern 
were one in the same: to be humbled. Seeing that 
word listed under both categories on that sheet 
was itself one of the most humbling experiences 
of the trip, as I realized in an instant how the Lord 
had tried and stretched and strengthened me in 
ways I could not have expected.

The afternoon was leisurely, spent walking 
around downtown Tirana. In the evening we had 
a grand dinner with many of the OCMC mis-
sionaries, clergy, university students, and others 
to whom we had grown close over the last two 
weeks. Tomorrow, we fly home.
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Day 11, Friday 6/10
This morning, we groggily gathered for an ear-

ly prayer service and breakfast. Even though our 
flight home was not until the afternoon, four from 
our group had to catch an early bus to Thessalo-
niki, and planned to travel around Greece for sev-
eral more days before returning to Boston. Like-
wise, our two Russian students also had to leave 
early for their trip back to Moscow. It was the first 
of our goodbyes, and there was an uncomfortable 
feeling about the mission team finally disassem-
bling.

The rest of us finished packing and were off to 
Tirana Airport. On the plane, I leafed through the 
prayer and meditation booklet that Fr. Luke had 
prepared for each of us at the beginning of the 
class. In the back was a section titled “Tips When 
Returning Home,” and it included this:

“Don’t expect too much from others. Some 
people may be interested in your experience, but 
many will only be interested in hearing a few de-
tails. Don’t get discouraged with those who don’t 
share your excitement.”

Truly, the fire is burning fresh and hot for me. 
And yet I can’t expect others to have caught the 
same fire if they haven’t touched it themselves. 
I count myself very blessed to have many fam-
ily and friends who have been not only praying 
for me, but are genuinely interested in every high 
and low of this mission trip. My prayer for them 
is that they are gifted in the same way I was, with 
a renewed fervor of faith, either through mission 
work or elsewhere. But I also hope that they will 
remember that the mission spirit can, and should, 
be adopted in the heart of each and every Chris-
tian. A missionary is not one who lives cross-cul-
turally, but one who lives the Gospel, and lives it 
for the sake of the whole world.

Living the Gospel with the catholicity of a mis-
sion spirit is itself a great sacrifice. Yet our Lord 
has shown us that sacrifice is always necessary 
for freedom. To quote His Beatitude, Archbishop 
ANASTASIOS one last time: “The Resurrection is 
not beyond the Cross; it is in the Cross.”

Fr. Steve Mathewes,
Holy Cross Orthodox School of Theology



Paraskeva’s parents died when she was fif-
teen years old. In a short time she entered a 
monastery in Constantinople and soon became 
a nun. There she lived a life of prayer for five 
years. Then, at age twenty, she believed she was 
called by God to adopt a more intense type of 
spiritual life. She left Europe and traveled to Pal-
estine, where she went into the wilderness east 
of the Jordan River to become a hermit and give 
herself over entirely to unceasing prayer to God. 
She lived in almost total isolation and poverty, in 
the same wilderness in which the more famous 
St. Mary of Egypt had lived a similar life about 
five hundred years earlier.

She lived all alone and did almost nothing but 
pray. Her isolation was very complete – the only 
time she saw another person was when a priest 
came out to the desert to bring her Holy Com-
munion. And with all the praying she did, she 
drew very, very close to God.

After five years alone praying in the wilder-
ness, when she was twenty-five years old, an 
angel appeared to her. That in itself probably 
wasn’t so unusual for Petka; after all, she lived 
so much in the presence of God that she may 
have had frequent contact with the holy angels. 
The message this angel brought from God, how-
ever, was unusual. He told her that she did not 

have long to live and that he wanted her to go 
back home to the village of Epitavo for the rest 
of her life.

The angel gave no reason for this com-
mand from God, but we can speculate. Perhaps 
Paraskeva had lived an incredible life of prayer, 
in close communion with Christ, yet she was so 
isolated that perhaps she didn’t carry out that 
much intercessory prayer – praying for other 
people. I’m sure she did far more of that type 
of prayer than the rest of us, but maybe not so 
much in proportion to all the time she spent in 
prayer. She wasn’t around people and so perhaps 
didn’t often know exactly whom to pray for, and 
what to pray for them. Perhaps God was send-
ing her back into society so that the focus of her 
prayers could be other people’s needs. We can 
only guess.

She made the long trip home (it took a lot 
longer a thousand years ago to travel from the 
Jordan River to Greece!) and moved back into 
little Epivato. Her great holiness began to attract 
people to her; they came for her to pray for them 
in their troubles, worries, and illnesses. And she 
prayed lots and hard for them. Many were helped 
by her prayers.

Then, on October 14, 1048 A.D., two years 
since she moved to her home town, she died 
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St. Paraskeva 
A Woman of Prayer
St. Paraskeva is a very fascinating saint, beloved by many. She 

is also known by the affectionate nickname of St. Petka, and 

one of several St. Paraskevas – there have been at least three 

over the centuries of Christianity. The St. Paraskeva of this 

article was born 990 years ago, in 1021 A.D. She grew up 

in a village called Epivato not far from Constantinople, then 

the capital of the Orthodox Eastern Roman Empire. Petka’s 

parents were very pious and spiritual people, known for all 

the help they gave to the poor of the area. They had two chil-

dren: Petka and her brother Euthymius. Both entered monas-

teries when they were quite young, and Euthymius eventually 

became a bishop.



peacefully. She was 27. They buried her body in 
a simple grave. And the people who had come 
to be prayed for? They kept coming! They knew 
Petka was still alive. They knew she was with God 
before His throne and that she was now praying 
more than ever. So they came to her grave and 
there asked Petka (whose body was in the grave 
but whose soul was with God) to pray for them. 
Apparently she kept right on praying for their 
needs, because answers to prayer kept com-
ing! People were helped by her prayers in many 
ways, and there were many miraculous healings. 
She started becoming quite famous, in particu-
lar because there were several blind people who 
received back their sight after asking Paraskeva 
to pray for them. Now there are miracles … and 
then there are miracles. If you have some illness, 
maybe a bad knee, and you pray for healing and 
you get well – everyone will say, “Thanks be to 
God for healing you,” and probably forget about 
it soon. If you were blind, however, and someone 
had to lead you to Petka’s grave, and, after you 
prayed, you could walk away yourself because 
now you could see … well, that kind of mira-
cle becomes well-known and is remembered! 
So more and more people came to venerate 
Paraskeva and ask for her prayers.

Incidentally, a couple of weeks ago one of our 
parishioners asked me why, on our parish’s icon of 
St. Paraskeva, she is holding a little bowl with two 
eyes in it. I hadn’t noticed that detail of the icon 
before and had no answer. After some research on 
her, however, now I know. Those eyes in the bowl 
in the icon aren’t meant to say that she carried 
around a bowl of eyes during her years here, or 
that she does now while she is in heaven. It is 
simply an artistic way of showing what initially 
made her quite famous: blind people being healed 
through her prayers. It’s interesting, too, that one 
of the other St. Paraskevas earlier in history was 
also known for healing the blind.

 After some years, all these answers to prayer 
led to a movement to have Paraskeva officially 
declared a saint. And so her body was dug up; 
and her body had not been corrupted, it had not 
decayed. Her body was reburied within the par-
ish church in Epitavo and she was declared a 
saint. And there her relics rested and were ven-
erated for 175 years.

Then began a series of transfers of her body 

from one country to another. Sometimes it was a 
matter of Muslim oppression – a need to protect 
the holy relics of St. Paraskeva – and sometimes 
it was for reasons I don’t know. Again, we can 
speculate that God had a reason for allowing 
this.

Here are the recorded burial places:
•  her home village of Epivato, Greece, from 

1048 (her death) to 1223;
•  Trnovo, Bulgaria, from 1223 to 1394;
•  Belgrade, Serbia from 1394 to 1521;
•   Contantinople, from 1521 to 1641;
•  Jassy, Romania from 1641 to the present. 

(To complicate things, Jassy is technically not 
in Romania anymore but part of the new na-
tion of Moldova.)

All of these transfers were legitimate and 
above board (no stealing or sneaking involved!) 
and her body was always received with rejoicing 
wherever it went. At each new location the story 
of St. Paraskeva would become well-known and 
she would become greatly loved by the people. 
The people in these various nations, too, would 
begin to ask St. Paraskeva to pray for them, and 
many of her prayers were answered. People were 
helped, people were healed. Of course, that in-
creased these nations’ love for her! Greeks, Bul-
garians, Serbs, and Romanians – each nation 
thought of Petka with great affection and consid-
ered her their own saint.

It seems to me, then, that God gave her five 
years in the Palestinian wilderness to grow very, 
very close to Him in prayer. Then He sent her 
home to Epivato for two years to pray more for 
others. Then He brought her to heaven so she 
could pray even more. Her body then went on 
the move, bringing more people to know about 
her and to ask for her prayers. So her ministry of 
prayer just kept expanding and expanding, and 
there is no doubt she is still praying for us.

Because her relics have now been at Jassy 
for almost four hundred years, St. Paraskeva is 
probably the most beloved saint of the Roma-
nian nation. She is also especially loved by the 
Greeks, the Bulgarians, and the Serbs. Whatever 
your nationality, however, she will pray for you! 
So ask her to do so.

 
Father Andrew Harmon

St. Matthew the Evangelist Antiochian Orthodox Church 
North Royalton, Ohio
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The Pursuit of God’s Peace 
in an Anxious World

The world in which we live 
is an anxious one, rife with fear 
and doubt. Economic markets 
rise and fall, employment fluc-
tuates, conflicts erupt in unex-
pected places, and each year 
seems to bring a threat of some 
new virus that threatens mankind. 
We are all continuously faced with 
events outside of our control. As 

time passes the future takes on 
greater uncertainty. Indeed, it is of-

ten our struggle with uncertainty that 
plagues our spiritual life and gives birth 

to fear and worry,
Our society today has seen a dramatic 

spike in what psychologists call anxiety disorders. 
Many who struggle with these conditions wrestle 
with trusting, with uncertainty, with not having 
control. Not all who struggle with fear and worry, 
however, have a “disorder,” for such struggle is uni-
versal and comes with living in the world. There are 
many secular treatments and potential remedies for 
anxiety. As Christians we have all these, and much 
more, at our disposal in our fight against fear and 
anxiety. To the challenge of not having control, we 
have the ultimate answer and solution: God is in 
control. Those who deny God’s existence or who 
do not turn to Him in their lives, deny themselves 
the greatest treatment for fear, anxiety, worry and 
doubt. Our God offers us something that the world 
cannot give us, and that is His peace.

In the Gospel of John, our Lord tells us during 
the Last Supper, “Peace I leave with you; my peace 
I give to you; . . . not as the world gives do I give 
to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let 
it be afraid” (John 14:27). God’s peace is real and 
tangible. It is there for all who desire it. Jesus pos-
its His peace as the opposite of fear, and says that 
His peace counters fear and a troubled heart. We 
also know that God’s peace has protective qualities 
to it. St. Paul writes in Philippians 4:7, “And [may] 
the peace of God, which surpasses all understand-
ing, guard your minds and hearts through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.” God’s peace is a gift of God and 
part of His grace. The peace of God is more than 
just a mere feeling, it is something given to those 
who genuinely desire God and a life in communion 
with Him. The peace of God comes from contin-
ual awareness of God, of His presence, and from 
communion with Him through prayer. It is a quiet 
contentment and joy that comes from knowing that 
God is present. To define God’s peace completely, 
however, would be an impossible feat, as confirmed 
by the Apostle Paul.

The peace of God, and fear or anxiety, can-
not coexist. Fear, doubt, and mistrust are of the 
devil. As Christians, we may fluctuate with having 
and preserving God’s peace inside us, only to lose 
our focus on God and become filled with fear and 
doubt. It is a struggle, but there are steps one can 
take to obtain and preserve the peace of God in our 
hearts. Indeed, the peace of God must be desired, 
pursued, and maintained.

Prayer is the single most important activity we 
can do to obtain the peace of God inside of us, and 
to reacquire it if lost. When we go into our room, 
close the door, and genuinely seek God, we are 
opening ourselves for an encounter with the peace 
of God. Our God is the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end. The events in the world and 
at times even in our life may seem chaotic and out 
of control, but they are not, for there is a beginning 
and an end. He is in control. When we bring our-
selves into contact and dialogue with God, we are 
bringing balance and stability into our life.

That balance and stability, however, must be 
maintained. St. Isaac the Syrian often made analo-
gies between how a ship sails from island to island, 
taking on supplies, and how we pray. We go through 
our lives sailing from prayer to prayer until we 
reach our destination. Each time we pray, we are 
taking on the peace of God which gives us balance 
and stability. Archimandrite Sophrony, a student of 
St. Silouan the Athonite, speaking of prayer, said, 
“Prayer affords an experience of spiritual liberty of 
which most people are ignorant. The first sign of 
emancipation is a disinclination to impose one’s 



will on others. The second is an inner release from 
the hold of others on oneself.” It could be stated 
that Archimandrite Sophrony is speaking of the ef-
fects of the peace of God on one’s soul. The peace 
of God has a liberating effect, for to allow oneself 
to fear what others think or to be driven to impose 
our opinion or will on others is to lose our spiritual 
and emotional balance. Indeed, the peace of God 
has a balancing effect on our lives as well.

One step we can take to preserve the peace of 
God in us is to be cautious about what we expose 
ourselves to. As a society, we have become increas-
ingly dependent on the media to keep us informed. 
We are depending, however, on a media that ex-
ploits our fears in order to boost ratings. It is to the 
media’s benefit to create fear, doubt, and worry. To 
be dependent upon an institution that encourages 
fear and uncertainty is disastrous for our spiritual-
ity and brings us much unnecessary struggle. It is 
good for us as Christians to be informed, yet we 
must stay balanced, and beware falling into fear 
and worry and then repeatedly returning to the 
news for reassurance. Those who do this will only 
find more reinforcement for their fear. If we find 
ourselves in distress about something on the news, 
it is important only to give ourselves small doses, 
remembering always to turn it over to prayer. If 
a potential danger is resolved, the media will not 
offer reassurance, but will often simply cease to 
report on the topic, as it has then become insig-
nificant. As part of maintaining God’s peace, we do 
not want to feed our fear.

Another step to preserve the peace of God in 
us is to walk and live according to God’s will, not 
just following His commandments, but also walk-
ing the path that He calls us to walk. As we hear 
noise when a car starts going off the road, so in 
our life we “hear noise” when we stray off the path 
that God has prepared for us. The noise in this 
case would be the loss of God’s peace. We then 
reacquire it once we have corrected our straying 
or wandering. Our work here is twofold: first we 
do our best to flee from sin moment to moment 
in our life; and second. we keep our life on the 
path that is according to God’s will. When we sin, 
it is like the car going off the road; however, we 
can also lose our way completely and begin head-
ing down a path that can lead to us becoming en-
tirely lost. Such is the case when we try to live a 
life that is other than what God called us to live. 

We need to strive to live in a state of being attuned 
genuinely to God’s will. Such an open heart would 
readily become a dwelling place of the Holy Spirit, 
and not be subject to any distress from a lack of 
direction.

Finally, and especially in today’s world, we need 
to recognize the source of our anxiety, and con-
sciously give up control, trust God more, and toler-
ate uncertainty, being at peace with not knowing 
all the details. Sometimes we try to control even 
the events in our life that we clearly can have no 
control over. Indeed, the more we try and control 
things we cannot control, then the more out-of-con-
trol we may feel. This is one of the fastest ways to 
lose the peace of God in our hearts. Many feel that, 
by worrying, they are somehow doing something 
about the problem, and as a result get a false sense 
of control. In the end, however, the worrying ex-
hausts them and leaves them void of God’s peace.

The peace of God is a beautiful thing; it is 
there for each of us if we desire it. Assuredly, 
just as we miss the sound of a gentle wind blow-
ing through the trees during a busy day, so we 
miss and take for granted the peace of God that 

is all around us. Pray in silence, flee from sin, 
stay on the path that is according to God’s will, 
guard your senses, and allow yourself to give up 
control and trust God. Truly then we can have 
the peace of God which surpasses all understand-
ing, and which will fill our minds and hearts.  

Fr. Joshua Makoul
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church,

Allentown, Pennsylvania
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The Holy Prophet Ezekiel loved the house of 
God, the holy temple of the Lord, so much that he 
called it the “desire of my eyes” and the “delight 
of my soul” (Ezekiel 24:21). (There are also the 
descriptive phrases that the Prophet uses of his 
own beloved wife; Ez. 24:16.) The house of God 
is a holy place, the place of the special dwelling of 
the Almighty, on which God’s eyes are fixed con-
tinually and where His ears are open constantly 
to the prayers and humble supplications of His 
faithful people. Each consecrated church temple 
is a beacon and beachhead of the Kingdom of 
God in this fallen world. The people of God are 
His temple and dwelling place, as is the church 
temple itself. Hence the church temple is the true 
atmosphere and milieu for the gathering of God’s 
people, our true home while on earth, and the 
place par excellence for the administration of the 
holy mysteries. 

It is the height of blessing and a great honor 
to be a member of a parish that accepts and ful-
fils the responsibility to construct and consecrate 
a holy temple for the glory of the All-Holy Trin-
ity. Those who participate have their names in-
scribed onto a commemorative roster, along with 
the names of the departed founders of the parish, 
which is then placed within the holy table itself by 
the bishop in the Service of Divine Consecration 
of a Church Temple. From that moment onwards, 
these sacrificial individuals are commemorated 
in every divine service as the “blessed and ever-
memorable founders of this holy church” until the 
second and glorious coming again of our Lord 
 Jesus Christ.

St. Andrew Church in Riverside, California has 
come to this moment in its own history. St. An-
drew was founded as a mission of the Antiochian 
Archdiocese in November of 1992 after several 
years of preparatory labor. The mission began 
meeting in a conference room at a local Univer-

sity, then rented storefront facilities, then moved 
to two warehouses in an industrial park. In 1999 
two pristine acres adjacent to the University of 
California, Riverside (University of California 
Riverside, or UCR), were purchased by the con-
gregation from a 101-year-old retired botanist 
from UCR, Dr. Homer Chapman – God rest his 
soul – who  dropped his price thirty-five percent 
when he learned the purpose of the purchase. 

On August 25th, 2002, the first divine services 
were held in the St. Andrew Fellowship Hall. This 
7,500-square-foot hall would serve as the sanctu-
ary, educational center, social hall, and administra-
tive center for the church for the next nine years. 
In 2004 St. Andrew was able to purchase an ad-
ditional three-acre parcel adjacent to the original 
property, and to greatly expand the architectural 
footprint and layout of the church campus. Plans 
began immediately for the design of a magnificent 
and traditional Orthodox church temple. 

The original inspiration for the design of the 
church came from a visit that Fr. Josiah, proista-
menos of the parish, made to Greece in 1998. He 
fell in love with the beautiful 14th-century, world-
heritage site, St. Catherine Church, in Thessalo-
niki. This church is a cross in a square five-domed 
church. Hundreds of photographs were taken of 
St. Catherine Church inside and out. Infused with 
the vision of these photos, St. Andrew then hired 
an architectural firm out of San Francisco, and it 
designed St. Andrew Church along similar lines. A 
full exonarthex and covered gallery was added, as 
well as two domed side chapels.

Over the last three years intensive design and 
construction work has been in high gear. The 
central dome, 27 feet in width, and four corner 
domes are fashioned in the traditional Byzan-
tine style. The small dome adorning the St. John 
Chrysostom Chapel is a Romanian style dome, 
and the multi-colored, conical dome atop the bell 
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“THE DESIRE OF MY EYES AND THE DELIGHT OF MY SOUL”  
Reflections on the Building and 
Consecration of Our Church
The Holy Prophet Ezekiel loved the house of God, the holy temple of the Lord, so much that he 
called it the “desire of my eyes” and the “delight of my soul” (24:21). 



tower and baptismal chapel is designed after the 
dome which crowned the ancient basilica of St. 
Symeon the Stylite (Qala’at Sam’aan), the impres-
sive ruins of which are located between the cities 
of Antioch and Aleppo, Syria.

The interior of the church is in the process 
of being adorned with radiant iconography. The 
plan is that not one inch of empty white space 
will remain. Perhaps the most striking feature of 
the church, however, are the eight western facade 
doors. The parish’s iconographers were hired to 
make traditional and canonically exact sketches 
of subjects for each of the doors: the Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Most Pure Theotokos, Ss. Andrew and 
Peter, Ss. Symeon the Stylite and Symeon of the 
Wondrous Mountain (located near Antioch), and 
St. John Chrysostom and his mother St. Anthousa 
(natives of Antioch). These sketches were then 
sent to Antioch, and the doors were carved and 
shipped to Riverside. The main grand doors are 
12 feet high, and 7 feet wide. It is deeply special 
to the parish to be greeted each time the church 
is visited by doors hand-crafted in that city where 
followers of Jesus were first called “Christians” and 
where St. Paul maintained his missionary center.

We, the clergy and Christ-loving laity of the 
parish, are deeply conscious that as Christian per-
sons our beauty is not consonant with that of our 
new church temple. We are asking the Lord God 
to change us for the better, to make us more beau-
tiful, and we hear the voice of our new church 
temple calling us all to a higher life, the life of 
God’s Kingdom. We ask the prayers of His Emi-
nence, Metropolitan PHILIP, for whom we have 
explicitly labored in this endeavor, of our Bishop 
JOSEPH who has shepherded us through the en-
tire process, of the holy hierarchs of our Antio-
chian Archdiocese, of all the God-loving priests 
and deacons, monastics, and of each of you, our 
brothers and sisters.

It would be our great joy if you would join us 
for the Divine Service of Consecration and the 
Consecration Banquet that will follow on Satur-
day, December 3rd, 2011. Information about the 
service, the banquet, and the Souvenir Journal 
may be found at our parish website, www.saintan-
drew.net.

V. Rev. Josiah Trenham, Proistamenos
St. Andrew Antiochian Orthodox  Christian 

Church, Riverside, California
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Your Eminence Metropolitan PHILIP, Your 
Graces the Bishops, Reverend Fathers, Honorable 
Judges, and Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

“For Heaven’s sake, try helping your sister in-
stead of criticizing her!” I could never understand 
why my mother would get so upset with me when 
I complained about my brother or criticized my 
sister. It’s not like she thought they were perfect; 
she knew they made messes and behaved silly and 
teased me. I couldn’t understand why it made her 
so angry when I criticized them. Until last year.

I was seated in a room with several elderly peo-
ple, and they were discussing some goings-on at 
the church. “Abouna is not handling this properly,” 
an elderly gentleman said rather pompously. “He 
should have told the parish council not to approve 
that.” “Habibi, and the leak in the roof!” his wife 
added. “When is Abouna going to fix that?” I could 
barely hold my tongue. I knew for a fact that Fa-
ther was struggling to deal with these problems, 
and manage the church’s debt at the same time. 
“The food at the church’s mother’s day luncheon 
was terrible. The chicken was not cooked prop-
erly.” “Maria says that Abouna has not blessed her 
house in five years. She has waited all this time, 
and he has not offered.” My blood boiled. We are 
not a small parish. Father has a great number of 
homes to bless every year, and how is he supposed 
to know who wants their house blessed, if they do 
not ask? “The diocese should give the church more 
money, instead of spending it all on traveling ex-
penses. Sayidna should do something about it.” I 
was ready to scream. Now they were criticizing His 
Grace, the Bishop!

I see my parish priest in his office. The phone 
is incessantly ringing. He has paperwork, ranging 
from bills, to archdiocese dues, to wedding prepa-
rations that he must balance with confessions, 
liturgies, vespers, weddings, funerals, emergency 
calls, blessing homes, marriage counseling, and 
many other duties. My parish priest is constantly 
busy! He works extremely hard to keep his parish 
going, to help the parishioners, and to guide them 
to Christ. And how dare they criticize them like 

that! In an instant I understood what my mother 
feels when I complain about my siblings. She loves 
them, and hates to hear them criticized. I love my 
priest and my bishop. I can’t stand hearing people 
talk about them like that.

I love them. I clicked. “Love suffers long and is 
kind; love does not envy; love does not parade it-
self, is not puffed up; does not behave rudely, does 
not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil” 
(Corinthians 13:4-5). God is Love.

And among God’s people, I can see that love. 
The entire relationship between a priest and his 
parish is based upon love. It is based upon love for 
Christ, our love for them, and their love for us.

When I learned of this year’s festival topic, it fit 
everything I had discovered. “Be mindful, O Lord 
of the priesthood, the diaconate, and every priestly 
rank …” (The Anaphora of St. Basil). Be mindful 
of them, O Lord. We love them.

The priest serves his parish – literally serves. 
Just as Christ came not to be served, but to serve, 
the priests work constantly for the good of their 
people and spiritual children. They serve us Com-
munion, whereby Christ abides in us and we in 
Him. They provide us with confession, the perfect 
gift of forgiveness, for “I will give you the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind 
on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven” (Matt. 
16:19). They teach us, and guide us. They pray 
for us. “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous 
man avails much” (James 5:16). “Go therefore and 
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things 
that I have commanded you” (Matt. 28:19-29). 
They spend hours visiting the homes of their pa-
rishioners, blessing them and making them feel 
important and included in the parish.

They bear the weight of our salvation upon 
their shoulders. How much love does that show?! 
They have chosen this vocation of sacrificial love!

I can see the effects of my spiritual father’s love 
for me in my life. Since he happens to be my par-

Speech from Oratorical Contest Finalist
Catherine Watson, Diocese of Ottawa, St. George, Richmond Hill, Toronto
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ish priest as well, I see him at least twice a week. 
He is not just the person who gives me confes-
sion and Communion. He is a very important part 
of my life. Having nurtured me since I was just a 
small child, he has become like a second dad to 
me. Aside from the sacraments and advice, he has 
taught me to love the Church and the faith; he has 
led me to become involved in the different aspects 
of the Liturgy and the parish. By encouraging me 
to be directly involved, he has taught me to love to 
go to church. He continues to teach me how to use 
my skills and abilities to glorify God, how to make 
godly decisions in my life, and how to love others. 

Love. It is love that makes me want to help 
them in their work, in their ministries. In their 
love, they serve us, and have taken responsibility 
for our spiritual lives upon themselves. In my love 
and appreciation for them, I want to do all I can to 
help them.

But how? What can teenagers do to help the 
deacons, the priests and the bishops?

I bet, that if we actually ask, they will say: Pray 
for us! I pray for my mom, my dad, my siblings, 
my grandparents. But what about my priest? The 
church tells us to pray for the clergy. The little red 
book created by our archdiocese, A Pocket Prayer 
Book for Orthodox Christians includes a prayer 
for priests, which says “O Lord Jesus Christ, en-
kindle the hearts of all Thy Priests with the fire of 
zealous love for Thee … Give them strength that 
they may labor unceasingly in Thine earthly vine-
yard for the salvation of our souls.” The Church 
calls on us to pray for the bishops. “Be mindful, O 
Lord, of the priesthood, the diaconate, and every 
priestly rank … ” (The Anaphora of St. Basil). We 
pray, “Be mindful O Lord of those who do good 
works in thy Holy Churches, and who remember 
the poor” (The Anaphora of St. Basil). I love my 
spiritual father, my bishop, and the clergy. I want 
to pray for them.

If I asked my spiritual father what else I could 
do, he might chuckle and say, “Listen when I tell 
you to do something.” Okay, obedience is another 
aspect of helping them. How are they supposed 
to guide us and teach us if we won’t do what they 
tell us to do? They are learned in the ways of the 
Church and have grown in the love of Christ. We 
can learn so much from them, especially as teen-
agers, when we battle the influences of high school 
and move on to university.

And if I asked again, he might mention Teen 
SOYO. It really is a gift to us; an organization that 
makes it easy for us to feed the hungry, clothe the 
poor, and raise money for the church. But it also 
helps the teens to stay involved in the Church. 
Since one of the priest’s responsibilities is to keep 
his parish involved in the faith, Teen SOYO actu-
ally does help him that way. So do the other orga-
nizations, such as the Fellowship of St. John the 
Divine, the Myrrh-Bearing Women, and the Parish 
Council.

Somewhere during this conversation with my 
priest, I would suddenly get an idea and burst 
out with enthusiasm. “Father, just doing our best 
to grow toward Christ and be good examples of 
Orthodox Christians is a way of helping you, isn’t 
it?” “Of course it is,” he would reply. “It is my job 
to guide you in the faith. By doing your very best, 
you not only make my job easier, but you bring 

me a little closer to God.” And then I would think 
of the quote from the First Epistle to St. Timothy, 
Chapter 4:12: “Let no one despise your youth, but 
be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, 
in love, in faith, in purity.” As teens, we can help 
the priests with the parish. We can be examples to 
others and we can be involved in the Liturgy and in 
Teen SOYO. We can show God’s love.

By helping them: by being active in the church 
and in Teen SOYO, by obeying them, and by pray-
ing for them, we ourselves grow towards Christ, 
which helps both them and us! Love benefits all.

Love helps instead of criticizing, as I recently 
learned, and as my mother will remind me next 
time I complain of the mess my sister made.

Out of love, I thank your Eminence Metropoli-
tan PHILIP, all the Bishops, my spiritual father, all 
the priests, and all the clergy. In my love and ap-
preciation for you, I pray “Be mindful, O Lord of 
the priesthood, the diaconate, and every priestly 
rank …”

Thank you.

“Love suffers long and is kind; love does not 
envy; love does not parade itself, is not puffed 
up; does not behave rudely, does not seek its 
own, is not provoked, thinks no evil” (Corin-
thians 13:4-5). God is Love.”



Orthodox Christian Coalition for Healthy 
Youth is a national alliance founded by the De-
partment of Youth and Parish Ministries of the 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian Archdiocese. Fr. 
Joseph Purpura, Chairman of the Department of 
Youth, and Kathleen Purpura, Youth Consultant 
and Executive Director of OCCHY, trained with 
the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America 
(CADCA), worked with the White House Di-
rector of Drug Free Communities and also the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services 
Administration. Each local coalition addresses 
factors that increase the dangers associated with 
underage drinking, binge drinking, prescription 
medication abuse, tobacco use, illegal drug use, 
and other substance use and abuse. The coali-
tions establish and maintain collaborative ef-
forts among community members within local, 
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Orthodox Christian Coalition for Healthy Youth 

Receives Government Grant to  
Combat Substance Use and Abuse

The Very Rev. Dr. Joseph F Purpura and Kathleen 
A Purpura announce the award of a major federal 
government grant for the Orthodox Christian 
Coalition for Healthy Youth (OCCHY) of Cicero/
Greater Chicago. (The Coalition serves the Villag-
es of Lincolnwood, Niles, and Skokie, Illinois, as 
well as the eighty-plus Orthodox parishes of the 
Greater Chicago area.) The White House Office 
of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) and the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Ad-
ministration (SAMHSA) are granting the Coalition 
$125,000 for fiscal year 2011 as part of their Drug 
Free Communities Support Program, with the 
possibility of a four-year annual extension. Under 
the excellent guidance of the Very Rev. Nicholas 
Dahdal, Pastor, St. George Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Church, Cicero, Illinois is the recipient of 
the grant.



state, government and non-profit agencies to ad-
dress the issues of drug use and work actively 
to reduce problems associated with substance 
abuse. 

 “Data show that community efforts to reduce 
youth substance use through the DFC program 
are effective,” said ONDCP Director Gil Ker-
likowske. “I commend coalitions like Orthodox 
Christian Coalition for Healthy Youth who work 
tirelessly to prevent and reduce youth drug use 
across the nation.” OCCHY also advocates righ-
teous living, instills healthy values regarding 
sexuality, addresses the issue of bullying, en-
courages respect for the sanctity of the human 
body, and works to build strong leaders in body, 
mind and spirit. “Our vision is to see each com-
munity making positive changes for a healthier 
environment so our young people will reach their 
potential and become strong Orthodox Christian 
leaders,” said OCCHY Executive Director, Kath-
leen Purpura. “We develop community networks 
to address the prevention of substance abuse 
and promote healthy living in parishes of each 
diocese. After a local chapter is trained, the sec-
tor members will be a resource for training and 
developing coalitions beyond their geographic 
area, helping other Antiochian parishes, other 
Orthodox Christian jurisdictions, and other 
faith-based communities throughout their dioc-
esan area. By developing a model for faith-based 
coalition-building, we are establishing, training, 
and leading coalitions for substance abuse pre-
vention and intervention across America.”

Orthodox Christian Coalition for Healthy 
Youth was one of 87 new recipients selected 
from 452 applicants through a competitive, 
peer-reviewed process. To qualify for match-
ing grants, recipients must have at least a six-
month history of working together on initiatives 
to reduce substance abuse, have representation 
from 12 specific sectors of the community, have 
developed a long-term plan to reduce substance 
abuse, and have participated in the national 
evaluation of the DFC program. One supporting 
partnership of OCCHY is the service organiza-
tion, The Order of St. Ignatius of Antioch. As a 
member of The Order, Dena Haddad Fasheh took 
on an overwhelming workload to ensure that all 
parts of the application were in place.

Parent Sector member Anna Kurian hopes to 
build resiliency in the youth. “We need to be re-
sponsible citizens and conquer this societal epi-
demic, because it affects every one of our fami-
lies in one way or another. We have the ability 
to be the moral compass that can help improve 
the welfare of our people and our 
community. This is a community-
wide issue and, as a faith-based 
organization, we are in a strong 
position to support initiatives to 
prevent substance abuse, and to 
intervene and reduce it.” The co-
alition’s youth-serving organization, SOYO, of-
fers a great means of reaching out to community 
youth. SOYO calls the youth to live the Orthodox 
Faith through worship, witness, service and fel-
lowship. “Parents don’t realize that their youth 
are faced with issues such as alcohol abuse on 
a daily basis. The good backgrounds many of us 
come from cannot shelter us from the outside 
world .... My parish has chosen to focus on alco-
hol, tobacco (including Hookahs), and prescrip-
tion drugs. I think the main strength of OCCHY 
is the ability of each coalition to customize and 
tailor efforts to their community,” 
said Teen Sector Member, Gloria 
Petrelli. This new funding will al-
low the members of St. George 
Orthodox Church, Cicero, Illinois, 
to mobilize their community in 
Greater Chicago to combat sub-
stance use.

For more information on how your parish and 
community can join the efforts of our Orthodox 
Christian Coalition for Healthy Youth, contact

Kathleen A Purpura, Executive Director of 
OCCHY - Kathleen@OrthodoxYouth.com 

Visit the Orthodox Christian Coalition for 
Healthy Youth website: www.HealthyYouth.com.

More information on the Order of 
St. Ignatius of Antioch is available at 
http://www.antiochian.org/order

Visit the St. George Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Church, Cicero, IL website at http://
www.stgeorgecicero.org/

More information about the Drug-Free Com-
munities Program is available at www.white-
housedrugpolicy.gov/dfc 
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Ordained

BEGLEY, Philip James, to the 
holy diaconate by Bishop THOMAS, 
on July 6th, 2011, at the St. Ignatius 
Chapel of the Antiochian Village (dur-
ing the second session of camp). Dn. 
Philip and his wife Sarah are in their 
final year of study (M.Div. and Th.M., 
respectively) at Holy Cross Greek 
Orthodox School of Theology. They 
are currently assigned to St. George 
Church in Lawrence, Massachusetts.

Reposed

DEEP, Archpriest James, retired Pastor 
of St. Anthony Church in Butler, Penn-
sylvania, fell asleep in the Lord August 
25, 2011.

LEWIS, Father Michael, Pastor of St. 
Luke Church in Garden Grove, Cali-
fornia, fell asleep in the Lord Monday, 
August 15, 2011.

SAAD, Adeeb, Honorary Member of 
the Archdiocesan Board of Trustees 
from Encino, California, fell asleep in 
the Lord August 31, 2011.

SAMARA, Esther, the President of our 
North American Board of the Antio-
chian Women from 1980 to 1983, fell 
asleep in the Lord Monday, September 
5, 2011.

SMITH, Very Reverend George Wil-
liam, of St. Mary Orthodox Church, 
Goshen, Indiana, fell asleep in the Lord 
August 19, 2011.

STEIGER, Father Basil, from Ss. Peter 
and Paul Church in Ben Lomond, Cali-
fornia, fell asleep in the Lord Sunday, 
July 24, 2011.
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ARCHdiOCESE  

OffiCE
DAILY DEVOTIONS

NOVEMBER 2011
V. REV. GEORGE ALBERTS

1. 1 CORiNTHiANS 12:27-13:8
 MATTHEW 10:1, 5-8
2. COLOSSiANS 1:18-23; LUKE 11:42-46 (FAST)
3. COLOSSiANS 1:24-29; LUKE 11:47-12:1
4. COLOSSiANS 2:1-7; LUKE 12:2-12 (FAST)
5. 2 CORiNTHiANS 3:12-18; LUKE 9:1-6
6. TiTUS 3:8-15; LUKE 8:41-56
7. COLOSSiANS 2:13-20-; LUKE 12:13-15, 22-31
8. HEBREWS 2:2-10; LUKE 10:16-21
9. COLOSSiANS 3:17-4:1; LUKE 12:48-59 (FAST)
10. COLOSSiANS 4:2-9; LUKE 13:1-9
11. COLOSSiANS 4:10-18; LUKE 13:31-35 (FAST)
12. 2 CORiNTHiANS 5:1-10; LUKE 9:37-43
13. HEBREWS 7:26-8:2; LUKE 10:25-37
14. 1 THESSALONiANS 1:1-5; LUKE 14:12-15
15. 1 THESSALONiANS 1:6-10;
 LUKE 14:25-35 (FAST)
16. 1 CORiNTHiANS 4:9-16;
 MATTHEW 9:9-13 (FAST)
17. 1 THESSALONiANS 2:9-14;
 LUKE 16:1-9 (FAST)
18. 1 THESSALONiANS 2:14-19;
 LUKE 16:15-18; 17:1-4 (FAST)
19. 2 CORiNTHiANS 8:1-5; LUKE 9:57-62 (FAST)
20. EPHESiANS 2:4-10; LUKE 12:16-21 (FAST)
21. HEBREWS 9:1-7;
 LUKE 10:38-42, 12:27-28 (FAST)
  MEETiNG OF THE THEOTOKOS iN THE 

TEMPLE
22. 1 THESSALONiANS 3:9-13;
 LUKE 17:26-37 (FAST)
23. 1 THESSALONiANS 4:1-12;
 LUKE 18:15-17, 26-30 (FAST)
24. EPHESiANS 6:10-17; LUKE 21:12-19 (FAST)
25. 1 THESSALONiANS 5:9-13, 24-28 (FAST)
26. 2 CORiNTHiANS 11:1-6;
 LUKE 10:19-21 (FAST)
27. EPHESiANS 2:14-22; LUKE 18:18-27 (FAST)
28. 2 THESSALONiANS 1:1-10;
 LUKE 19:37-44 (FAST)
29. 2 THESSALONiANS 1:10-22; 
 LUKE 19:45-48 (FAST)
30. 1 CORiNTHiANS 4:9-16; JOHN 1:35-51 (FAST)





We need to emphasize what is right to do, instead of asking the youth to avoid what is wrong. We need 
to model good and healthy habits and teach what is good. We also need to show our youth how to set 
goals and work toward them. We need to help our youth be successful regardless of the profession they 
choose. Encouraging teachers, engineers, scientists, artists and tradesmen is as important as encourag-
ing clergy vocations. We need to listen to our youth and prove to them that we value them, their ideas, 
and their potentials.

We need to prepare our clergy to meet the needs of the youth. Many of the Archdiocesan departments 
have begun to cooperate for special clergy training this year. This is very encouraging to me. We are 
blessed with so many talented leaders, both clergy and non-clergy. The Antiochian House of Studies has 
mentored over 2,200 church leaders, and our Archdiocese has prepared many clergy to do this work. We 
now need to be deliberate about empowering people to get this work done.

We need to be more deliberate in speaking with, not at, our youth. They need to understand that we 
value their ideas. To some extent, this generation learns differently than past generations. It helps them 
to discuss their current ideas before adjusting or changing them. They need to understand the differences 
between the values of modern culture and God’s revelation. We need to dialogue, with respect and love.

We need to acknowledge the sexual confusion of our time and be sensitive to the growth and develop-
ment of our youth. We will be of more help to our youth if we can be patient. They are not looking for us 
to compromise or be politically correct. They need us to share the truth in love and be patient and loving 
as they learn things that, sometimes, they have never heard from our perspective before. Our culture does 
not give our youth permission to struggle with these issues, because militant political forces shut down 
discussion, accusing those who seek to study and discuss them with “intolerance.” We need to stand up 
to this “adulterous generation” and speak truthfully. Our youth know intuitively that there is something 
wrong with teachings that they are not allowed to disagree with. They need the position of the Church as 
an alternative voice to help them understand.

Fr. Joseph told me that many parents think that drinking and smoking are harmless rites of passage. 
They believe that all or even most of the teens are having sex and drinking all the time. The research does 
not support this view. Youth who are self-medicating with these activities are not the majority and need 
support, not tolerance from their parents and parish. If they are responding to a life that is too stressful, 
let’s be deliberate about making life less stressful. 

If we, parents and the Church, are not intentional about forming our youth to be the healthy young 
men and women God created them to be, someone else will form them. We cannot rely on this culture the 
way that we could rely on previous cultures, because the norms have changed. We need to be deliberate 
as a Church; if not, the culture will fill the void. 

When we baptized our children, we brought them into Christ. We need to nurture the light of Christ 
in them. We need to fan the flame and share the joy. We need to make opportunities for them to share life 
with fellow Orthodox Christians who share the same world view; who share the same life. 

The world is complicated, and the complexities 
often leave youth feeling separated from God, in 
shame and without a way home. We know the way 
home, and we need to point it out.

After my four-hour chat with Fr. Purpura, I felt 
much hope and excitement for our youth. Although 
I am convinced that much work needs to be done 
by everybody, I am equally convinced that with Met-
ropolitan PHILIP’s direction and with the gifts of 
leaders in our Church, we will make a substantive 
difference.

 

editor’s letter cont’d from pg 3
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ARQUIDIÓCESIS CATÓLICA APOSTÓLICA ORTODOXA DE ANTIOQUIA 

EN LA REPÚBLICA ARGENTINA 
 

ASOCIACIÓN CIVIL - REGISTRO Nº 1.506.115 
 

Av. Scalabrini Ortiz 1261 – (C1414DNM), Ciudad de Buenos Aires - Argentina - Tel.: (11)4776-2283/4776-0208  
e-mail: mesa-ejecutiva@acoantioquena.com – Sito Web: www.acoantioquena.com 

 

 
Nº. protocolar: 18/2011 

 
XIV Congreso General Arquidiocesano 

 

Mendoza, 2-4 de septiembre de 2011 
 
 

RESOLUCIÓN 2: 
A S.E.R. MONSEÑOR FELIPE SALIBA, METROPOLITA DE NUEVA YORK 

Y TODA NORTE AMÉRICA DE LA IGLESIA ORTODOXA ANTIOQUENA 
 
 

El XIV Congreso General Arquidiocesano, reunido en Mendoza durante los días 2 al 4 

de septiembre de 2011, desea felicitar a S.E.R. Monseñor Felipe Saliba por haber cumplido 45 

años de episcopado, como Metropolita de Nueva York y toda Norte América. 

No cabe duda que su liderazgo, su labor pastoral, su sacrificio constante a favor de su 

rebaño, su organización e inspiración han dado a la Arquidiócesis antioquena 

norteamericana el testimonio grandioso y loable que tiene hoy. Asimismo, los congresales 

apreciaron altamente la invitación extendida a S.E.R. Monseñor Siluan para participar en el 

50 Congreso General realizado en Chicago, y consideran que dicha participación ha marcado 

un paso decisivo en el establecimiento de una relación fraterna y concreta basada en el 

intercambio, la solidaridad y la reflexión mutua sobre el testimonio de la Iglesia Ortodoxa 

Antioquena en América. 

Asimismo, los congresales representantes de todas nuestras parroquias en Argentina, 

junto al Cuerpo Sacerdotal y S.E.R. Monseñor Siluan, desean expresar por la presente su 

felicitación a sus hermanos ortodoxos en Norte América por el testimonio ortodoxo que han 

elaborado bajo la guía y la orientación de S.E.R. Monseñor Felipe, al cual agradecen todo el 

apoyo brindado a nuestro pastor y ruegan que el Señor le otorgue muchos años de vida al 

servicio de la Santa Iglesia. 

Mendoza, el 3 de septiembre de 2011 
 
 

+Metropolita Siluan 
Arzobispo de Buenos Aires y toda Argentina 

 

 

 

Av. Raúl Scalabrini Ortiz 1261 -C1414DNM- Ciudad �Autónoma de Buenos Aires -Argentina 
Telfax: ++ (54) 11 4776 0208 – www.acoantioquena.com - arzobispado@acoantioquena.com 

 

 
IGLESIA CATÓLICA APOSTÓLICA ORTODOXA – PATRIARCADO DE ANTIOQUIA  

ARZOBISPADO DE BUENOS AIRES Y TODA ARGENTINA 

 
L356/0911 
 

Buenos Aires, September 8th 2011 
 
 
The Most Reverend Metropolitan Philip 
Metropolitan of New York and all North America 
Of the Antiochian Orthodox Cristian Archdiocese of North America 

 

Your Eminence, 

Christ is amisdt us! 

I greet you upon celebrating the feast of the Nativity of the Mother of God, 
asking the Lord to grant you many years in the service of His Holy Church. 

I am writing to you after being back from our Clergy retreat and the 14th 
Convention of our Archdiocese. Every thing went well with the grace of our Lord. 

The Convention resolved to send to Your Eminence a message of thanksgiving 
that I include in attachment to this letter. In this resolution, they expressed their greetings on 
your 45th aniversary of your episcopacy, their admiration for your leardership, organization 
and sacrifice on behalf of your flock throughout all these years. Furthermore, they apreciated 
your iniciative in having invited me to the 50th Convention in Chicago and your disposition in 
opening a window through which our church can explore your experience and get benefit of 
it. At the end, they greeted their brothers in North America wishing them success in carrying 
on their witness as Christians Orthodox, under your guidance and orientation.  

Asking for your prayers,  
 
 

+ Metropolita Siluan 
Archbishop of Buenos Aires and all Argentine 



Edward “Philip” A.  Haddad
1920 – 2011

Edward “Philip” A. Haddad 
died peacefully in his sleep with 
his beloved wife, Guinevere 
Haddad, by his side this past 
March. They had been married 
for 64 years.

Philip was born and raised in 
Charleston by his parents, An-
drew Haddad and Maheba How-
ard Haddad. While in school, he 
served as a page in the West Vir-
ginia Senate. He considered this 
experience an honor and found 
it very valuable later in life. Phil-
ip’s father passed away when he 
was quite young. He left school 
to help his mother and support 
the family, going to work for his 
uncle in the produce business. 
He worked there until he enlist-
ed in the U.S. Army, in which he 
served as an infantryman, rising 
to the rank of sergeant. While 
in the military, he was wounded 
and received two Purple Hearts. 
Part of his recuperation was 
spent at Ashford General Hospi-
tal, now the Greenbrier Resort 
Hotel in White Sulphur Springs, 
West Virginia.

Many years later, Philip, his 
wife, and several friends visited 
Normandy, France, on whose 
beach he had landed the day 
following D-Day. Here he met 
with the Superintendent of the 
WWII cemetery, who, when he 
learned that Philip had been on 
the beach, presented him with 
an American flag, similar to the 
ones placed on a fallen soldier’s 
grave, and a few pebbles from 
the beach. He also had Taps 

played in his honor.
After returning from the war, 

Philip married Guinevere Elias 
and they worked together, first 
as owners of a fruit stand, and 
later as owners of The Medicine 
Shoppe. They retired from The 
Medicine Shoppe when Philip 
was 52. He then developed an 
interest in the real estate busi-
ness, and formed the Haddad 
Land Company. 

Philip was a lifelong member 
of St. George Orthodox Cathe-
dral, Charleston, West Virginia, 
where he served as president of 
the Parish Council several times, 
and as Chairman of various com-
mittees. He was also a member 
of the Order of St. Ignatius on 
the local and national levels. 

After 35 years of outstanding 
service as a prominent member 
of the Board of Trustees of the 
Antiochian Orthodox Church, 
he was awarded Silver and Gold 
Medals of Honor by Metropoli-
tan PHILIP (Saliba). Philip was 
instrumental in uniting the To-
ledo and New York Dioceses, 
and he never refused Metropoli-
tan PHILIP’s requests for as-
sistance. He was widely known 
for his attire, and considered 
the most flamboyant and best-
dressed man in town, especially 
at conferences.

For nineteen years, Philip 
and Guinevere spent winter 
months on Marco Island, Flor-
ida, with many of their dear 
friends. A founding member of 
St. Paul’s Orthodox Church of 
Naples, Florida, he served on 
various committees there.

Philip realized the impor-
tance of an education and, along 
with his wife, established the 
Philip A. Haddad Scholarship 
Fund at St. George Orthodox 
Cathedral.  Scholarships have 
been awarded to 190 mem-
bers of the Cathedral who have 
graduated from high school and 
wish to attend college. 

Charleston Mayor Kemp 
Melton presented Philip with the 
Keys to the City and he served 
on the City’s Urban Renewal 
Committee for many years un-
der different mayors. Known 
for his generosity, he gave pro-
duce to feed the needy through 
“Manna Meal,” boxes of candy 
for the homeless at Christmas, 
and funds anonymously to many 
causes and those in need.

Philip was preceded in death 
by his father, Andrew Haddad; 
his mother, Maheba Howard 
Haddad; and his sister, Mary 
Haddad. He is survived by his 
wife, Guinevere; his brother, 
George (Rose) of Lexington, 
Kentucky; a niece, Elizabeth 
(Tom) Smith; two nephews, 
George, Jr. (Sabrina), and Philip 
Gregory (Monica); two great-
nephews; eight great-nieces; 
and his in-laws, the George 
Elias family of Florida, formerly 
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of Charleston, West Virginia.

His Grace Bishop THOMAS 
and the Very Reverend Father 
Olof Scott officiated at the fu-
neral service.

May His Memory Be Eternal.

Direct Our Paths in  
Thy Light: Transfiguring 
 Encounter 

From Friday evening, August 
5, through Sunday afternoon, 
August 7, 2011, men from 
three parishes in Southwest-
ern Pennsylvania participated 
in a life-transforming retreat at 
the Antiochian Village Confer-
ence Center nestled in a Laurel 
Highlands area of the Allegheny 
Mountains.

The retreat was organized by 
men from St. George Cathedral 
in Pittsburgh and St. George 
Church in Bridgeville, with spir-
itual guidance from Fr. James 
Purdie, assistant pastor at the 
Cathedral in Pittsburgh.

To nobody’s surprise, the 
Conference Center, one of the 
finest facilities of its kind, pro-
vided an ideal setting for such 
a retreat; from the beautiful 
Sts. Peter and Paul Chapel, to 
the deliciously prepared Lenten 
meals, to the meeting facilities 
and housing accommodations, 
to the breath-taking vistas, ev-
erything was perfect.

Participating in the retreat 
were Paul Abernathy, Stephen 
Haluszczak, John Norman, Andy 
Rusnak, Dan Siemasko, Michael 
Siyufi, Rocco Adams, Geoff Sul-
livan, Paul Finley, Daniel Khalil, 
and Fr. James, who also served 
as our pastor for the weekend.

The goal of the retreat was 
for the participants to present 
ourselves at the Feast of the 

Transfiguration on August 6, and 
at the Divine Liturgy on Sunday 
morning, August 7, as the new 
fruit of the vine brought to full 
ripeness through prayer, study, 
reflection, confession, and fel-
lowship.

The retreat opened early 
Friday evening with Great Ves-
pers followed by dinner with the 
Very Reverend Abbess Mother 
Alexandra, who took time from 
her busy schedule working with 
the children of our Archdiocese 
at the Antiochian Village Camp 
(not to mention her work estab-
lishing the St. Thekla monastery 
at the Antiochian Village) and 
His Grace Bishop THOMAS of 
the Diocese of Charleston, Oak-
land, and the Mid-Atlantic, who 
was visiting the children at the 
Antiochian Village Camp.

After dinner, Mother Alexan-
dra joined the participants for a 
thought-provoking and spiritu-
ally edifying discussion about 
living a transfigured life from 
a monastic’s perspective. Next, 
Fr. James presented a wonder-
fully crafted lecture concerning 
the importance of the Sacrament 
of Repentance in transforming 

our lives.
Accompanied by the beauti-

ful chanting of Paul Abernathy 
(who is the Director of FOCUS 
Pittsburgh) and Paul Finley 
(who is the Director of the Con-
ference Center), Fr. James led 
the participants in celebrating 
the Service of the Small Parakle-
sis to the Most Holy Theotokos. 
The first night of the retreat 
concluded with an opportunity 
for the participants to receive 
the Sacrament of Repentance.

The morning of the Trans-
figuration Feast began with Or-
thros and Divine Liturgy served 
by Fr. James with participants 
serving as acolytes, singing the 
epistle, and chanting the hymns. 
After an early brunch and a pair 
of powerful and spiritually up-
lifting testimonies from two 
of the participants and a short 
break, Fr. James celebrated an 
Akathist service dedicated to 
our Sweetest Jesus Christ. Then 
participants received anointing 
oil from the vigil lamp at the 
tomb of St. John Maximovich 
located at the Holy Virgin Ca-
thedral in San Francisco, Cali-
fornia.



The Akathist service was fol-
lowed by quiet time for reflec-
tion and prayer. Unfortunately, 
a rainy day kept the participants 
from enjoying the wonderful 
meditation trail winding through 
the forest surrounding the Con-
ference Center.

The second evening of the 
retreat began with Great Ves-
pers followed by dinner. After 
two more dynamic and poignant 
testimonies from participants, a 
second opportunity to receive 
the Sacrament of Repentance 
was provided and the evening 
ended with a second Service of 
the Small Paraklesis to the Most 
Holy Theotokos.

The final morning of the re-
treat began with Orthros and 
Divine Liturgy, in which partici-
pants again served as acolytes, 
sang the epistle, and chanted 
the hymns. This time, however, 
Mother Alexandra joined Paul 
Finley and Paul Abernathy at 
the chanters’ stand.

After a wonderful and lei-
surely brunch spent talking with 
Mother Alexandra regarding 
both heavenly and earthly mat-
ters (she can tell you all about 
driving a tractor, milking a cow, 
or operating a heavy-duty jack-
hammer), one last testimony 
was presented, followed by a 
group photo and a mid-after-
noon departure to return to the 
world.

While this article only briefly 
mentions five testimonies pre-
sented throughout the course of 
retreat, those testimonies were, 
in fact, the focus of the weekend 
– each message served as an un-
forgettable, personal, and real 
witness to the wonderful trans-
formations the Lord can work in 
receptive hearts.

Like the holy apostles Peter 
and James and John, the par-
ticipants’ minds were directed 
to heavenly things so that they 
returned to their families and 
the world having been trans-
formed into better men, shaped 
anew, as partakers of the divine 
nature.

A special thank you goes 
out to Nicholas Jones, also a 
member St. George Cathedral 
in Pittsburgh, who was unable 
to attend our retreat but gen-
erously and patiently assisted 
the organizers of the retreat 
in learning how to prepare the 
Prosphora and sing the festal 
Troparion and Kontakion for 
the Feast.

And for all Orthodox men 
of Southwestern Pennsylvania 
and from parishes within driv-
ing distance of the Antiochian 
Village and for all men seeking 
to experience a powerful and 
unique encounter with the Lord, 
please mark your calendars now 
for next year’s retreat – Friday, 
August 3, through Sunday, Au-
gust 5, 2012.

St. George, New 
 Kensington, Lenten 
 Journey

St. George, New Kensington, 
was blessed to begin its Lenten 
journey with Bishop THOMAS 
for Great Compline on the 
first Monday of Great Lent. 
We continued the Lenten 
season with prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving. 

Regular Lenten services were 
held throughout Great Lent at 
St. George, and we had several 
opportunities to worship with 
our brothers and sisters in 
Christ from other Orthodox 

churches as well. We celebrated 
the feast of the Annunciation 
with our neighbors at 
Annunciation Greek Orthodox 
Church. On Lazarus Saturday, 
we participated in Matins and 
Liturgy at St. George Cathedral 
in Oakland, followed by donkey 
rides (in the rain), in memory of 
Christ’s Entry into Jerusalem.

During the Lenten season, 
we encouraged the prescribed 
Orthodox fast, and supported 
this with a light pot-luck Lenten 
meal following Pre-Sanctified 
Liturgy each Wednesday 
evening, and Lenten snacks for 
coffee hour following Liturgy 
each Sunday. As another way 
to serve the community, we 
prepared vegan Syrian meals as 
an alternative to the fish dinners 
offered by many other churches 
in the area, and these were well-
received. We will continue to 
offer these vegan Syrian lunches 
throughout the year.

We reached out to our 
neighbors in need. We 
continued our monthly food 
bank, and on Saturday of the 
Souls we had our quarterly 
SOYO service project of 
“sandwiches for the homeless” 
in Pittsburgh. We filled our 
“Food for Hungry” boxes, and 
also collected requested items 
for Project Mexico’s Pantry 
Partners program. We had a 
group from St. George serve 
at Project Mexico last summer, 
adding to our ongoing support, 
at a distance, of the valuable 
mission of Project Mexico and 
the St. Innocent Orphanage.

Father Meletios serves 
monthly Arabic Liturgies on 
the first Saturday of each 
month at St. George Cathedral 
throughout the year. He has 
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also started offering Arabic 
classes to the community, and 
the classroom is packed with 
enthusiastic learners. He offers 
two opportunities for the same 
lesson each week – Mondays 
and Fridays at 6:00 pm. 

We crowned the holy 
season by celebrating Christ’s 
Resurrection. Christ is Risen! 
Truly, He is Risen!

Website:
www.saintgeorgeorthodox.org

Bishop THOMAS at  
St. Nicholas, Beckley,  
West Virginia

With great joy, the congrega-
tion of St. Nicholas Orthodox 
Church in Beckley, West Vir-
ginia, and its priest, Fr. Samuel 
Haddad, were pleased to receive 
His Grace Bishop THOMAS for 
a visit to the Parish on the week-
end of the Fourth Sunday of Pas-
cha, May 13 – 15, 2011.

The busy weekend schedule 
got underway Friday evening 
when Sayidna met with the Par-
ish Council. Members had the 
opportunity to tell His Grace 
about progress that St. Nicholas 
has made during the previous 
year, including the installation 
of a beautiful Christ Pantocrator 

icon written by iconographer 
Matthew Garrett, new carpet-
ing for the Church, and contin-
ued growth of the congregation. 
Parish Council members also 
discussed the ongoing work of 
various parish organizations, in-
cluding the Women of the Holy 
Myrrh-Bearers. The women’s 
group operates a soup kitchen 
called “Carpenter’s Corner” on 
the first Monday of each month, 
offers financial support to the 
local crisis pregnancy center, 
helps gather food for a nearby 
food pantry, and undertakes 
many other charitable endeav-
ors, seeking whenever possible 
to provide assistance to those 
in need. In addition, the Myrrh-
Bearers contribute substantially 
to the Parish Building Fund and 
support all these efforts through 
organizing and leading the Par-
ish’s annual baklava baking 
project.

Bishop THOMAS encouraged 
the Parish Council to move for-
ward with their plans to install 
air-conditioning for the Church, 
to focus on important upgrades 
for the Parish House, and also 
to continue with the overall 
growth and progress at St. Nich-
olas Church.

On Saturday His Grace met 
for lunch with the Women of the 
Holy Myrrh-Bearers. Members 
of the Parish women’s group 
enjoyed a wonderful time of 
inspiration and fellowship with 
Sayidna. Bishop THOMAS en-
couraged the women to contin-
ue their work of helping those 
in need, and he also shared with 
them some of the exciting future 
plans concerning the St. Thekla 
Convent located at Antiochian 
Village.

Saturday evening the Parish 
faithful gathered with Sayidna 
for the service of Great Ves-
pers. And then Sunday saw the 
highlight of the weekend: the 
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy. Im-
mediately following the Divine 
Liturgy, Bishop THOMAS in-
stalled Annie Cardell as the new 
Parish Treasurer, replacing Lar-
ry George, who recently retired 
from that position after many 
years of faithful and much-ap-
preciated service.

The day’s activities were con-
cluded downstairs in the Parish 
Hall with a special luncheon 
in honor of His Grace Bishop 
THOMAS. As the luncheon drew 
to a close, a large crowd of pa-
rishioners gathered around Say-
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idna for an informal talk and 
question-and-answer session. 
It was a warm and joyous end-
ing to a wonderful weekend, as 
the faithful of St. Nicholas Or-
thodox Church expressed their 
love and appreciation for Bishop 
THOMAS.

New Book on  
Marriage  introduced in 
Cedar  Rapids

The faithful of Cedar Rap-
ids, Indiana, welcomed home 
the Very Reverend Constantine 
Nasr and his wife, Khouria Sha-
ron, on Wednesday, August 24, 
2011. Following Daily Vespers 
and a reception of food and 
fellowship, Father Constantine 

presented his new book Mas-
tering the Art of Marriage, 
published by Conciliar Press, to 
over a hundred members of St. 
George Antiochian Orthodox 
Church, as well as our neigh-
bors from St. John the Baptist 
Greek Orthodox Church, and 
St. Raphael of Brooklyn An-
tiochian Orthodox Christian 
Mission of Iowa City. Father 
Constantine spoke for approxi-
mately an hour in our fellow-
ship hall, the Michael G. Nassif 
Education and Cultural Center. 
He reminisced about his time in 
Cedar Rapids, and joked about 
his first time meeting the teens 
of our church.

As his talk touched on the 

contents of his book, he drew 
upon his experience as a priest, 
as well as a married man. He 
explained that marriage is not 
a fairy tale, that in fact it takes 
unselfish love, commitment, 
and hard work – like three legs 
of a tripod. Without one of the 
legs, everything will fall down. 
After 40 years of marriage, Fa-
ther Constantine observed, his 
marriage to Khouria Sharon is 
still a work in progress as they 
continue to learn and grow with-
in their relationship. Following 
his speech, Father Constantine 
and Khouria Sharon stayed and 
signed books purchased by the 
attendees with personal notes, 
and enjoyed more conversation 
and fellowship.

As someone who recently 
entered into marriage, I found 
Father’s speech incredibly in-
sightful. My husband of two 
months and I discussed the 
various points made in Father’s 
speech for the entire trip home, 
and brainstormed how to incor-
porate his advice into our mar-
riage. We feel confident that 
we can begin our union on the 
right foot, thanks to his guid-
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ance. We look forward to read-
ing his book, and making more 
discoveries that we can incor-
porate into our lives.

Parents of two grown chil-
dren, Constantine and Philip, 
Father Constantine and Sharon 
led the faithful of St. George, 
Cedar Rapids, from 1973 to 
1982, before relocating to 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
where they have lived for the 
past 29 years.

The Very Reverend
George M. Rados 
50th Anniversary 
 Celebration

“You are a priest forever, af-
ter the order of Melchizedek.”

Psalm 110

Fifty years is a long time. A 
huge amount of time, actually, 
and to some, it seems like for-
ever. There is no end; it is “for-
ever,” whatever that might be. 
How do we celebrate “forever”?

A fiftieth anniversary is a 
monumental reason to cel-
ebrate. Fifty years and still a 
priest – forever, after the or-
der of Melchizedek.

The weekend of May 13–15, 
2011, was chosen to honor our 
wonderful priest, Father George 
Rados, pastor of Ss. Peter and 
Paul Church, Potomac, Mary-
land, and his Khouria, Jacque, 
on the occasion of the fiftieth 
anniversary of his ordination 
to the Holy Priesthood. We had 
well over a year to prepare for 
this great occasion. We didn’t 
want the usual Hafli and ban-
quet. This being the Nation’s 
capital, we wanted something 
fitting for the occasion and for 
the special area in which we live 

and worship. 
The weekend’s events began 

Friday afternoon with the arrival 
of Metropolitan PHILIP. Parish-
ioners David and Lydia Jackson 
hosted a pre-concert dinner and 
reception for Sayidna, Father 
George, special guests and the 
church council at their beautiful 
home and gardens prior to the 
Friday evening concert.

Some time ago, Father 
George established a cultural 
committee responsible for ar-
ranging concerts and other cul-
tural events for performance 
in our spectacular church. The 
committee, headed by Dr. Amin 
Barakat, was asked to find 
something fitting for Father’s 
50th anniversary. On Friday, 
May 13, a magnificent concert 
of classical Western and Byz-
antine music performed by the 
Washington National Cathedral 
Choir and Orchestra opened 
the weekend celebration. Huge, 
spectacular, all-white floral ar-
rangements from parishioners 
Frank and Mark Abdow em-
braced the choir from both 
sides of the solea. The Metro-
politan and clergy entered the 
church to “Espola eti despota.” 
He turned and blessed us. All 
was quiet and ready. Then from 
the choir loft, a most beautiful 
sound flowed forth and the eve-
ning began with Khouria Rouba 
Estephan chanting the Byzan-
tine hymn, “In Thee Rejoiceth.” 
It left us breathless, wondering 
how much more beautiful the 
concert could be. The choir and 
orchestra then performed selec-
tions from Mozart. The second 
half opened with the Byzantine 
chant, “The Angel Spake to 
Her,” by Cynthia Samaha Milke, 
so beautifully performed that 

all were rapt. These were famil-
iar chants to many, but seldom 
sung with such brilliance The 
main selection for the evening 
was the magnificent, “Lament 
for Jerusalem,” by Tavener, per-
formed in English and Greek 
and requested by Father George. 
It is a difficult and complicated 
piece of music and was superbly 
performed by this professional 
group. 

At the reception following 
the concert, many of the 400 
in attendance renewed acquain-
tance with one another. It was 
an exciting beginning of what 
felt like “old home week”! So 
many familiar faces, so many 
hugs, kisses, and squeals of de-
light in seeing old friends – this 
surely was going to be a fabu-
lous weekend!

On Saturday, about 90 chil-
dren and parents of the Sunday 
School greeted Sayidna with “Es-
pola eti Despota” at the door to 
the church. He laughed, delight-
ed at seeing such an outstand-
ing turnout. All moved into the 
church for a talk and question-
and-answer period. The teach-
ers and school superintendents, 
Samia Zolnerowich and Jennifer 
Buchko, had prepped the chil-
dren, but when it came time to 
answer, those little faces just 
looked up in awe at the Metro-
politan and couldn’t utter their 
answers! Mark Buchko directed 
them in their hymn for Sayidna. 
Afterward, all adjourned for a 
wonderful lunch that included 
some special dishes prepared 
by Margo and Sam Sahouri for 
Sayidna. 

Father Joseph Purpura led 
evening vespers at the church, 
while our choir director, John 
Slanta, led the responses.
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Of course, the highlight of 
the weekend was Saturday eve-
ning’s reception and Gala Din-
ner held at the Tysons Hilton in 
Virginia. Friends and family of 
Father George and Kh. Jacque 
had come from various parts 
of the country to express their 
love for them and to share in 
the celebration. Over five hun-
dred people gathered in the re-
ception rooms waiting to greet 
our dear spiritual Father and his 
Khouria. Mini blue crab cakes 
and other hors d’oeuvres were 
passed, bountiful arrangements 
of artisan cheeses and accom-
paniments were presented, wine 
poured, flowers adorned all the 
reception tables and the cocktail 
tables. There were happy people 
everywhere, laughing, greeting 
each other. Surely, it couldn’t get 
much better than this. But when 
it was time to enter the banquet 
hall, what a sight beheld us! The 
room literally sparkled! We be-
held floor-length tuxedo-stripe 
tablecloths, white linen napkins, 
three crystal goblets, full silver 
service, and gold chargers at 
each of the five hundred places. 
In the center of each table was 
a thirty-inch-high spray of white 
orchids in a gold vase. The head 
table was similarly adorned with 

large low containers filled with 
various white flowers and white 
votives. Father George was one 
of the first to enter the room. He 
gasped at the sight! That was 
enough to make the Organiz-
ing Committee feel that it had 
accomplished its goal! But the 
best was yet to come.

Each chair had placed upon 
it the commemorative book 
published for the event. Norma 
Najjar had designed the cover 
and along with Tony Moussa 
produced a book worthy of 
the occasion. On the cover is 
a photo of Father George with 
a surround of angel wings tak-
en from the adornment of our 
church. The title on the cover 
reads, “Forever and A Day: 
Memoirs and Anecdotes of a 
Lifetime.” Inside, in addition to 
all the good wishes, memories 
and expressions of love, is Fa-
ther George’s well-written and 
moving biography. We read it, 
we laugh and we cry and laugh 
and cry all over again. 

We had many speakers, in-
cluding the keynote speaker 
Sayidna PHILIP, other clergy, 
family members and longtime 
friend Eugene Slyman, but the 
highlight of the evening were 
the hilarious memories, com-
ments and song by George Azar 
from Father George’s first par-
ish, St. George of Terre Haute, 
Indiana. He received a standing 
ovation when he finished!

The Chair of our Council, 
Carol Laham, presented Father 
George with a monetary gift 
given by parishioners, other 
parishes, sponsors of the week-
end and friends. In addition, St. 
George Church, Terre Haute, 
and Ann Marie Moses, President 
of our Ladies Auxiliary, also pre-

sented him with their own gifts.
The evening ended with Fa-

ther George’s comments and 
some of his own memories. 
He thanked all of us for being 
there to honor him. He was very 
moved and overwhelmed by the 
outpouring of genuine love and 
admiration. He was especially 
grateful for the love that was 
shown him and Kh. Jacque and 
their children and grandchildren 
over the years. 

A beautiful hierarchical Lit-
urgy on Sunday was followed by 
a delicious luncheon prepared 
by Joe Ghanem, Georgie Rados, 
aided by the Ladies Auxiliary. 
Goodbyes were said, there were 
hugs, kisses, and tears . . .’til we 
meet again.

And so ended a most splendid 
weekend, a very small, but most 
deserved honor for a wonderful 
spiritual father, confessor, and 
friend. He married us, baptized 
our children, buried our loved 
ones, laughed with us, cried with 
us, wiped our tears, soothed our 
hurt, educated us, encouraged 
us, scolded us, worked with us, 
and honored us by being our 
priest. And now he continues 
these traditions and sacraments 
by marrying out grandchildren, 
baptizing our grandchildren – a 
priest forevermore.
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Above: Some of the girls 
Fr. George baptized.  Left 
to Right:  Hala Ghanem, 
Sarah Peichocinski, Sophia 
Sahouri, Leila Mokhi-
ber, Fr. George, Jehan 
Salem, Rania Eid, Lena 
Mokhiber, Leila Salem.
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Bishop THOMAS Visits 
Saint John the Baptist
for their Patronal feast

On Friday, June 24, 2011, 
on the Feast of the Nativity of 
Saint John the Baptist, the Rt. 
Rev. THOMAS, Bishop of the 
Diocese of Charleston, Oakland, 
and the Mid-Atlantic, made an 
episcopal visit to the faithful at 
Saint John the Baptist Orthodox 
Church in Lewistown, Maryland. 
Saint John the Baptist Mission is 
the only Western Rite church in 
Maryland, and is only one of two 
Antiochian Orthodox churches 
in the United States that has 
taken the Forerunner of Christ 
for their name and patron saint. 
Bishop THOMAS’ visitation co-
incided with the mission’s cel-
ebration of their annual patronal 
feast.

The celebration began with 
evening Vespers, followed by the 
tonsuring of Reader Jude (Marty) 
Hobbs by Bishop THOMAS. The 
fact that Marty keeps a shaved 
head gave occasion for a bit of 
levity as Bishop THOMAS took 
up the scissors, looked at Mar-
ty’s head, and proclaimed, “We’ll 
see what we can do here!” A bit 
of Marty’s goatee was sufficient 
for the ritual tonsuring, and with 
the prayers of consecration said 
by His Grace, the newly ton-
sured Reader Jude chanted his 
first epistle reading from Philip-
pians 2 before Bishop THOMAS 
and the people of Saint John the 
Baptist.

The mission’s priest and 
pastor, Father James Hamrick, 
served Divine Liturgy before 
a large gathering. Besides the 
people of Saint John the Bap-
tist, there was representation 
of the faithful from neighboring 

churches, including Saint James 
the Apostle Mission in Westmin-
ster, Maryland; Saint Patrick Mis-
sion in Warrenton, Virginia; and 
St. Gregory the Great Orthodox 
Church in Washington, D.C. Vis-
iting clergy in attendance includ-
ed Father Nicholas Alford (St. 
Gregory the Great), Father Pat-
rick Cardine (Saint Patrick), Fa-
ther Raphael Barberg (St. James 
the Apostle), and Deacon Steven 
Shaheen (St. George, New Kens-
ington, Pennsylvania). 

Following Divine Liturgy, the 
people recessed from the front 
of the church where the newly 
tonsured Reader Jude Hobbs lit 
the ceremonial St. John’s Fire. 
Father James explained to the 
people that the mission’s annual 
tradition of lighting a St. John’s 
Fire had its roots in antiquity. 
Similar to the Paschal Fire in the 
springtime, the Church baptized 
the ancient pagan rite of north-
ern Europeans lighting bonfires 
at their Midsummer celebration 
(summer solstice). However, in-
stead of honoring the sun god, 
the Church lit fires in Europe at 
the Feast of the Nativity of Saint 
John the Baptist to honor the 
Forerunner’s birth. Saint John 

the Baptist was born six months 
before Christ our Lord and was 
sometimes called the “Sun of 
Righteousness.” 

With the lighting of the Saint 
John’s Fire, Father Nicholas Al-
ford led the people in the Litany 
of Saint John the Baptist, fol-
lowed by the blessing of the St. 
John’s Fire by Father James. (A 
video of it may be viewed on 
YouTube at http://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=fEfx2tUBHr4.) 
The service concluded with the 
people venerating the relics of 
Saint John the Baptist and his 
icon, assisted by Father Patrick 
Cardine and Father Raphael Bar-
berg. Father James then took 
the occasion to thank Bishop 
THOMAS, to introduce the vis-
iting clergy, and to express his 
appreciation of the fact that he 
would have another priest in the 
area who was a retired police 
officer. (Father James recently 
retired as the Assistant Chief 
of Police from the University of 
Maryland Police Department in 
College Park; Father Raphael 
is a retired Lieutenant from the 
Buffalo Police Department in 
New York.)

The people then reconvened 



at a local Methodist church 
where they enjoyed a seafood 
feast and an opportunity to meet 
with Bishop THOMAS and the 
other visiting people and clergy. 
The people of St. John the Bap-
tist had been involved with the 
people of St. James Mission in 
Westminster over the course of 
the previous six months during 
their period of transition. So the 
opportunity for the people of the 
two missions to come together 
just two days prior to the instal-
lation of the new priest at St. 
James, Father Raphael Barberg, 
gave another reason for a festive 
and jubilant celebration.

fr. Constantine Nasr 
 Offers St. Basil,  Kansas 
City, Guidance on 
 Successful Marriages

The parish of St. Basil An-
tiochian Church of Kansas City, 
Kansas, was blessed on August 
20, 2011, to welcome Father 
Constantine Nasr. Father Nasr, 
who recently retired from St. 
Elijah Orthodox Church in Okla-
homa City, is the author of a 
wonderful book entitled Master-
ing the Art of Marriage: Stay-
ing Together When the World 
Pulls You Apart. Father Nasr 
shared the knowledge contained 

in his book, as well as the wis-
dom gained from 38 years of ex-
perience as both a priest and a 
 husband.

Father Nasr reminded the 
members of the parish that mar-
riage requires the total commit-
ment of both partners to work 
towards the goal of a happy life 
together. To do this, each party 
must communicate with the oth-
er, and respect, love and honor 
the other, every day. Married life 
is not a fantasy, he said, nor is 
it like the fairy tales one reads 
about. Realistically, disagree-
ments will occur. Many mar-
riages, however, are torn apart 
because of rather small issues 
that, because of lack of com-
munication, are allowed to grow. 
Father Nasr urged the members 
to become more committed to 
our marriages, promising that, if 
we did, we would see a reward in 
a happier family life and better 
fulfillment with the Church. Dur-
ing his presentation, Father Nasr 
introduced his wife Sharon, who 
confirmed that the techniques 
he taught were not only theoreti-
cally wise, but had been success-
ful in 38 years of practice. 

After Father Nasr’s seminar, 
he was kind and gracious enough 
to autograph purchased copies of 
his book. The proceeds from this 
sale go to a charity established 
by Father Nasr that helps the few 
Christians who still remain in the 
Holy Land. Father Nasr 
was then able to stay with the 
parish that evening and concel-
ebrate Great Vespers with Father 
Elias Issa of St. Basil. On Sunday, 
Father Nasr again concelebrated 
Divine Liturgy with Father Elias 
and gave the homily. That eve-
ning, Father Nasr attended a 
church barbeque at the home of 

a parishioner and shared many 
of the wonderful stories from his 
years of service to the Church. 
The parish thanked Father Nasr 
for his visit and counsel and he 
warmly accepted its gratitude. 
With God’s grace, may St. Ba-
sil Orthodox Church continue 
to grow and may Father Nasr 
and his wife Sharon enjoy many 
 happy years.

St. Vladimir’s Orthodox 
 Education Day 

On Saturday, October 1, 
2011, St. Vladimir’s Orthodox 
Theological Seminary will honor 
men and women in the armed 
forces everywhere, and especial-
ly Orthodox Christian military 
chaplains, on its annual Ortho-
dox Education Day. The entire 
Seminary community invites 
friends and neighboring par-
ishes to this annual open house, 
and Orthodox Christian military 
chaplains are especially invited 
to attend. 

The primary workshop lead-
er will be Dr. Stephen Muse, di-
rector of the Counselor Training 
Program at the Pastoral Insti-
tute, Inc., in Columbus, Georgia, 
who also teaches and serves as 
a supervisor in the U.S. Army 
Family Life Chaplain Training 
program at Fort Benning. Dr. 
Muse has taught and led work-
shops throughout the U.S. and 
internationally, both in the civil-
ian sector and also for the U.S. 
Army Chaplains, in such areas 
as the special problems faced by 
clergy and helping profession-
als; marriage; and the treatment 
of Post Traumatic Stress Disor-
der (PTSD).

On Orthodox Education Day, 
Dr. Muse will present a special 
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Fr. Constantine address-
ing St. Basil parish
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workshop that will explore the 
potential support that churches 
can offer veterans and their 
families in the mission of re-
turning home – psychologically, 
emotionally, and spiritually – as 
well as what civilians can learn 
from those have gone to war and 
returned. Clergy and lay peo-
ple are both invited to the free 
 workshop.

The keynote speaker will be 
the Rev. Dr. Philip LeMasters, 
a member of the Seminary’s 
Board of Trustees; Professor of 
Religion, Director of the Honors 
Program, and Dean of the School 
of Social Sciences and Religion 
at McMurry University; and rec-
tor of St. Luke Orthodox Church, 
Abilene, Texas, under the Antio-
chian Orthodox Christian Arch-
diocese of North America (AO-
CANA). Fr. Philip is the author 
of an article titled “Orthodox 
Perspectives on Peace, War and 
Violence,” published recently in 
The Ecumenical Review (vol. 
63:1, 54–61, March 2011).

Parishes and individuals that 
would like to help with donations 
for ethnic food booths, or those 
interested in seeking further 

information on the event, may 
e-mail the Events Coordinator, 
Tanya Penkrat, tpenkrat@svots.
edu, or call her at 914-961-8313 
x351. For the full story, see the 
“Upcoming Events” section of 
the Seminary’s Web site at www.
svots.edu.

Seven Antiochian Gradu-
ates from St. Vladimir’s 
Seminary “Go forth”

Twenty-six students from St. 
Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological 
Seminary have earned their de-
grees and are “going forth” (Matt 
28:19) to serve the Church. At 
the Commencement ceremony 
on Saturday, May 21, 2011, di-
plomas were awarded in three 
programs: one for a Master of 
Theology, twenty for Masters of 
Divinity, and five for Masters of 
Arts degrees. 

Among the graduating se-
niors were seven from the An-
tiochian Archdiocese. Earning 
their Master of Divinity degrees 
were Fr. Raphael Barberg, Fr. 
Jason Blais, Fr. Michael Sakran, 
Fr. Lucas Rice, and Fr. Ignatius 
Warren. Earning his Master of 
Theology degree was Fr. David 
Alexander. Earning her Master 
of Arts degree in Theology was 
Ms. Maggie Rachelle Downham.

Metropolitan JONAH, pri-
mate of the Orthodox Church 
in America and President of the 
Seminary’s Board of Trustees, 
opened the Commencement Ex-
ercises. Class Valedictorian this 
year was Michael John Soroka, 
and Deacon David Wooten was 
Salutatorian. The “Saint Basil 
Award for Academic Achieve-
ment” was presented to both 
Andrew Smith and Monk Kilian 
(Sprecher), each of whom dem-

onstrated not only scholarly acu-
men but also exceptional service 
to the community.

Highlights of the Commence-
ment program included the con-
ferral of the honorary degree of 
Doctor of Sacred Music upon 
David Drillock, who served as 
Commencement Speaker this 
year. Dr. Drillock is Professor 
of Music emeritus at St. Vladi-
mir’s, and is well known in Or-
thodox Christian circles for his 
extensive influence on liturgical 
music in North America. Edi-
tions of his books continue to 
provide foundational and sound 
liturgical music adaptations in 
the English language for parish 
choirs.

Orthodox Education day 
at St. Vladimir’s Semi-
nary, October 1, 2011 will 
honor service men and 
women. Here, three semi-
narians conduct a swear-
ing in ceremony to the 
military chaplaincy on the 
campus of the seminary: 
(from left) Adam Horst-
man, Aaron Oliver, and 
James Parnell.

2011 Graduating Class of 
St. Vladimir’s Seminary

Professor david drillock 
served as Commence-
ment Speaker at St. Vladi-
mir’s Seminary in May 
2011.



The citation honoring Profes-
sor Drillock and more informa-
tion about the Commencement 
ceremonies at St. Vladimir’s are 
available at www.svots.edu.

Conference on Christian 
Witness in the Middle East 

Two trustees from St. Vladi-
mir’s Orthodox Theological 
Seminary, Board Chair Anne 
Glynn-Mackoul and The Rev. Dr. 
Philip LeMasters, recently at-
tended an international confer-
ence titled “Christian Presence 
and Witness in the Middle East 
Today: Theological and Politi-
cal Challenges.” The conference 
was held June 19–23, 2011, in 
Volos, Greece at the invitation of 
the World Council of Churches 
and the Volos Theological Acad-
emy, and was hosted by Metro-
politan IGNATIUS of Demetrias. 
The thirty participants included 
theological scholars, social sci-
entists, politicians, and church 
representatives, primarily from 
Orthodox churches in the Middle 
East, but also from other Chris-
tian bodies in that region.

Participants first examined 
the relevance of the “Kairos 
document” issued in December 
2009 by Palestinian Christians 
from all church traditions, and 
considered its different aspects. 
Second, they analyzed the socio-
political challenges facing Chris-
tians in the Middle East against 
the background of the recent 
uprisings in the Arab World. Fi-
nally, they listened to Christian 
witnesses from different parts of 
the region.

During his presentation, Fr. 
Philip, priest of the Antiochian 
Orthodox Archdiocese of North 
America and Dean of the Faculty 

of Social Sciences at McMurry 
University, spoke on “Orthodox 
Approaches to Non-violent Re-
sistance.” After reviewing the 
roots of the notion in the life 
and teaching of Jesus Christ, he 
turned to the martyrs and con-
fessors who, with their non-vio-
lent resistance, confronted and 
refused to obey the secular pow-
ers’ demands that they abandon 
their faith.

“Though I had the honor 
of presenting a paper on non-
violent resistance,” commented 
Fr. Philip, “my main function at 
the conference was to learn by 
hearing firsthand accounts of 
the struggles and opportunities 
faced by our brothers and sis-
ters in Christ in the land of our 
Lord’s birth. I came away from 
Volos with a heightened inter-
est in the complex political and 
religious dynamics of the region 
and a number of new insights to 
share with my students and pa-
rishioners.”

Mrs. Mackoul, who moder-
ated a session at the conference, 
noted, “It was an interesting and 
important gathering, with broad 
significance particularly in its 
timing, as it took place so im-
mediately following the public 
remarks of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury to the BBC about 
the Christians of the East, which 
remarks received such strong 
negative reaction from among 
Christians living in the area. 

“Conference attendees,” she 
continued, “were reminded that 
Christians in Egypt, Iraq, Leba-
non, Syria, Palestine and Israel 
– rooted in those areas since the 
time of Christ – are constantly 
and forcefully confronted with 
the importance of defining the 
relationship between communal 

loyalty and national identity, not 
only in the realm of ideas but in 
their daily lives. It is important 
to remember that religious iden-
tity and communal identity are 
not one and the same. Meaning-
ful identities are multiple.

“Support in prayer and un-
derstanding from the Christians 
of the West of the actual situa-
tions in those communities and 
the aspirations of the Christians 
in the East as members of plural-
istic societies is critical for main-
taining this traditional Chris-
tian presence,” she concluded. 
“Alarmism and resignation about 
migration of Christians from the 
area will have the tendency to 
accelerate the very result that is 
feared.” 

The conference was followed 
worldwide through an Internet 
live stream, at intv.gr. The meet-
ing comes in advance of a second 
meeting with religious leaders to 
take place in the Middle East in 
November 2012.

OCAMPRA Examines the 
Science and Theology of 
Conception 

The Orthodox Christian As-
sociation of Medicine, Psychol-
ogy and Religion (OCAMPRA) 
is pleased to announce its An-
nual Conference this year, enti-
tled “The Science and Theology 
of Conception,” which will be 
held from Friday and Saturday, 
November 4-5, at Holy Cross 
School of Theology, Brookline, 
Massachusetts.

Conference participants hope 
to address the complexities of 
the science of fertilization and 
embryology, the anthropology of 
human development over time 
from conception to adulthood 

32   The Word

Communities in Action



The Word   33

and death, and finally, what the 
Church Fathers and our Faith 
teach us about conception. They 
hope to engage all the partici-
pants during a panel discussion 
after the lectures. This timely 
topic will be covered by three 
speakers: Dr. Gayle Woloschak, 
who will be offering the scientif-
ic section; Dr. Daniel Buxhoev-
eden, who will focus on anthro-
pology; and Dr. Timothy Patitsas, 
who will address the theological 
aspects.

Organizers have also ar-
ranged to have the relics of St. 
Anna, the mother of the Theot-
okos and the patron of fertility 
and pregnancy difficulties, at the 
conference. As you can see, they 
are hoping for a very wonderful 
conference, rich both academi-
cally and spiritually. More infor-
mation about the conference is 
available at www.ocampr.org. 

Rose (Homsy) Haddad
April 15, 1900 – April 29, 2011

Rose Haddad was known to 

the parishioners of the Church of 
St. John of Damascus as “Rose,” 
“Aunt Rose,” “Taita,” “Mom,” and 
even “Ramza” (her birth name), 
for the better part of the twenti-
eth century. Her ceaseless dedi-
cation to her Church, her fam-

ily and her Arabic heritage were 
apparent throughout her life. At 
the time of her passing she was 
thought to be the oldest mem-
ber of the Antiochian Orthodox 
Christian Archdiocese, the old-
est Arab-American in the coun-
try, and one of six people in the 
world over 110 years old. 

Rose was an original and life-
long member of the Church of 
St. John of Damascus, Dedham, 
Massachusetts, and an active 
member of the Virgin Mary Soci-
ety in the church for more than 
75 years! She was always eager 
to attend the New England Re-
gion Conferences and to support 
the Antiochian Orthodox Chris-
tian Women of North America’s 
Archdiocese National Conven-
tions throughout the country, 
representing her parish.

She was well known for her 
delicious Syrian pastry, namoora 
and baraza, which, even before 
she made them, were always 
sold out at St. John’s annual ba-
zaar. She prepared traditional 
Arabic dishes her whole life, and 
until recently was still making 
her own leban (yogurt) and jibne 
(cheese).

 Ramza Homsy was born in 
Damascus, Syria, on April 15, 
1900. In the early 1900s she 
came to the United States with 
her family, and later settled in 
Natick, Massachusetts. She was 
married to the late John Haddad 
and together they raised sev-
en children on a farm on East 
Central Street in Natick, Mas-
sachusetts. At the age of 65 she 
earned her driver’s license, and 
continued to drive her own car 
until the age of 96. She worked 
for many years at Leonard Morse 
Hospital in Natick in the surgery 
unit. Later she worked at the 

Bancroft Company of Framing-
ham, Massachusetts.

During her life she traveled 
throughout much of the U.S. 
and Europe, and twice traveled 
back to the Middle East. She vis-
ited Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, and 
Jerusalem, and even rode cam-
els in Egypt. While there, she 
enjoyed many outdoor concerts 
and festivals. In her own home 
she preserved much of that 
same Arabic music and culture. 
Her favorite was the Arabic Byz-
antine Chant.

A lifelong New England na-
tive, she was just as content 
picking apples at a farm as she 
was taking a trip to the ocean 
for her favorite lobster. She en-
joyed conversations involving 
history, politics, and sports with 
people of all ages, and especially 
enjoyed discussing the Arabic 
language. 

In 2000, on her hundredth 
birthday, Rose was honored at 
the John F. Kennedy Library by 
Senator and Mrs. Edward M. 
Kennedy and a representative 
of the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts’ Department of Health 
and Human Services as one of 
five centenarians in Massachu-
setts that year. She was proud to 
vote in the Presidential election 
in 2008.

While her independence was 
her strength throughout her life, 
she enjoyed the love and sup-
port of her family, including 7 
children and their spouses, 21 
grandchildren, 34 great-grand-
children, and 2 great-great-
grandchildren. 

Her spirit, and the value she 
saw in faith, family, love and our 
Arabic heritage are her legacy to 
us, and will be for many years.
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