
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 16, 2011 

 

“Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, and sold 

their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need.”   

                                                                            (Acts 2:44-45) 

 

Once again we are confronted with the images of destruction, death and human 

tragedy in the wake of the severe earthquake and tsunami that struck Japan on 

Friday, March 11
th
, 2011.  More than 3,000 are confirmed to have died, with the 

toll expected to be higher.  Countless people are homeless or without shelter, and 

the damage to the nuclear power plant is threatening to cause additional harm to 

the people and environment for many years to come.  We have many Orthodox 

brothers and sisters in Christ in Japan.  Many of the churches have suffered 

damage from the earthquake, and the status of many of the faithful is still to be 

determined.  As the quote above from the Book of Acts reminds us, it has always 

been the tradition of the Church to help all of those who are in need.  As such, we 

are asking all of our parishes and missions to appeal for prayers and donations in 

order to assist the victims of this tragedy in Japan.  

 

We encourage all of our faithful and parishes to channel their donations through 

the IOCC which has already mobilized resources to assist the people of Japan.  

You may go to www.iocc.org in order to obtain information about the IOCC’s 

relief effort in Japan and information on how to make a donation. 

 

May our Lord bless the remainder of your Lenten journey. 

 

Your father in Christ, 
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