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Romans
as found in the Orthodox Study Bible

The online version can be used as an interactive tool for the student using the Shockwave version, 
or used in the simpler HTML version. Study leaders may also download the handouts for their 
students.  All of these options are available on the lower section of the main screen. While 
these additional resources will not be a source of questions in the Bible Bowl, 
it is a good resource to help expand the understanding of St Paul’s 
letter to the Romans. All Bible Bowl questions will come 
directly from the text.

Practice questions and other study resources available online on our 
Bible Study site: www.orthodoxyouth.org/Romans



ORATORICAL

Bible Bowl & Oratorical Festival
2 0 1 2  CONFERENCE  &  F E ST I VAL  THEME

•	  Share their thoughts on the quote from John of Damascus.

•	  Speak to the joy, and comfort you receive from the scriptures.

•	  Share how you hear the Scriptures in your life.

•	  Share your favorite Bible story or section of the Scriptures, speaking 
to why it is your favorite and what it brings to you and others.

Orators are encouraged to:

"The Bible... fills us
with  eternal joy." 

John Damascene, On the Orthodox Faith (The Fount of knowledge), Book 4 Chapter 17
Translation from “Drinking from the Hidden Fountain” by Thomas Spidlik

An online version of John of Damascus’ writing can be found at:
www.orthodoxyouth.org/JohnDamascene.pdf

You may want to read the entire 17th Chapter of Book 4 referenced above.  
The quoted text appears on page 374 of the book itself – look at the 

numbers on the page in the electronic version to get to the correct page.

For additional 
information on the 
Oratorical Festival, visit:
antiochian.org/Festivals

Topics developed and printed 
by the Department of Youth 
Ministry.

The Festivals are hosted by 
the Fellowship of St. John the 
Divine.

Take into account the words of St John of Damascus:
The fuller text from St John of Damascus, from which our Conference theme 
is taken, appears below:

All Scripture is inspired by 
God and is profitable for training in 
righteousness.’ [2 Tim. 3:16]  The 
soul therefore gains great advantage 
from the reading of the Bible.

Like a tree planted by streams of 
water,’ [Ps. 1:3] the soul is irrigated 
by the Bible and acquires vigor, 
produces tasty fruit, namely, true 
faith, and is beautiful with a thousand 
green leaves, namely, actions that 
please God. The Bible, in fact, leads 
us towards pure holiness and holy 
actions.  In it we find encouragement 
to all the virtues and the warning to 
flee from evil.

The Bible is a scented garden, 
delightful, beautiful.  It enchants our 

ears with birdsong in a sweet, divine 
and spiritual harmony, it touches our 
heart, comforts us in sorrow, soothes 
us in a moment of anger, and fills us 
with eternal joy.

Let us knock at its gate with diligence 
and with perseverance.  Let us not 
be discouraged from knocking.  The 
latch will be opened.

If we read a page of the Bible two or 
three times and have not understood 
it, let us not be tired of re-reading it 
and meditating on it.  Let us seek in 
the fountain of this garden ‘a spring 
of water welling up to eternal life,’ 
[ John 4:14]  We shall taste a joy that 
will never dry up, because the grace of 
the Bible garden is inexhaustible.


