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The Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest has seen a transition in our Sacred 
Music program since the last report to the Archdiocese.  Our Coordinator of the 
last several years, Olga Atty, has transitioned to a new role, having moved with 
her husband, Fr. Alexander, to St. Tikhon’s Seminary.  Kh. Olga received a 
warm send-off, being recognized at the 2010 Parish Life Conference and 
receiving a gift from the Department at the 2010 Sacred Music Institute.  We 
cannot thank her enough for years of dedication and service to the Diocese.   
 
In the late summer of 2010, I was appointed to serve in the position of 
Coordinator for the Diocese.  Over the last year, I have worked to develop an 
efficient communication tool, to allow dissemination of important information to 
the church musicians of the Diocese.  In the upcoming weeks, a distribution list 
will be finalized and I expect to have regular communications throughout the 
Diocese. 
 
On the weekend of June 16-19th of this year, the Parish Life Conference for the 
Diocese of Toledo and the Midwest was held in Cleveland, OH.  A 20-member 
choir sang at daily Divine Liturgy and Vespers, as well as Hierarchical Divine 
Liturgy on Sunday morning with His Eminence, Metropolitan Philip.  At our 
Choir Festival, the choir chose to celebrate the “Priesthood, Diaconate and every 
priestly rank” by singing songs composed or arranged by the clergy of this 
Archdiocese.  
 
At the end of the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, the Metropolitan graciously 
thanked the choir for their good work and also urged us to increase our 
numbers.  “In the Midwest, you should have a choir of 200 members!”  
 
It is with this challenge by His Eminence that we are making plans for the 
upcoming year.  Our first goal is to gather in each of the deaneries.  We plan to 
look at and share the music that we sing in our parishes; to find out which 
parishes have choirs, chanters or congregational singing; to share the broad 
range of resources that the Department can offer each of us; and to determine 
additional resource that would benefit our parishes.  We would also like to 
make plans for the 2012 PLC, hosted by the Church of the Virgin Mary in Alsip 
(Chicago), IL. 
 
I am looking forward to a busy and fruitful year in the Diocese of Toledo and the 
Midwest.   I pray that, with the help and participation of the clergy and 
musicians of the Diocese, the Midwest will build on the STRENGTH that we 
have enjoyed for so many years. 
 
I look forward to seeing you are in Alsip at the 2012 Parish Life Conference. 
 
In Christ, 
 
Kris Howard, Coordinator 


