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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Christ is in our midst, 
 
Since the last EC-SMI, I had the pleasure of getting together with many choir directors at the WC-SMI that 
we held in Santa Barbara, California this past January.  The seminar went very well and everyone seemed 
to take something informative away with them. Prior to the Institute, I was invited by Teri Stevens, Regina 
Roum and Elizabeth Beck, co-directors at Riverside Church in CA, to conduct a vocal workshop with their 
adult choir. The members said it was informative and would like to have me back again in the future. I had 
an opportunity to attend their Divine Liturgy the next morning and was very impressed with the caliber of 
the choirs and the level of expertise of all three directors.   
 
The Diocese of the West and Los Angeles Parish Life Conference was hosted by St. Mark and St. Barnabas 
parishes in Irvine, CA just outside of Los Angeles this year. We had a hugely successful turnout of over 
1200 registrants and the parishes worked very hard to make everyone feel welcome.  
 
The Conference Planning Committee did allow time this year for the choirs, but it just never seems to be 
enough.  I had a rehearsal for one hour on Thursday afternoon that was cut short because the Key-note 
speaker went long, and an hour rehearsal on Friday before Vespers.  I called a special one hour rehearsal on 
Saturday morning, where I provided a Continental breakfast immediately after Divine Liturgy, just prior to 
the Choir Festival that is held in conjunction with the Oratorical Festival. 
 
All in all the festival went very well.  We had 11 orators this year, so I spread out our selections to have 
two songs at the beginning and then basically one song after every 2 speakers.  The Festival music revolved 
around the theme of this year’s conference, “Be mindful O Lord of the priesthood, the diaconate, and every 
priestly rank.” (Anaphora of St. Basil)  “Protect O Lord, unto many years, him who blesses us, and brings 
us thy grace.” Giving a brief explanation before each piece, we sang The Angel Cried and Rejoice, O 
Virgin by Very Rev. John Finley (for crowd control), the 9th Ode for Palm Sunday which is sung at the 
consecration of a Bishop, Communion Hymn for Thursday Their Proclamation Has Gone Out, I Love You 
Lord (to be sung prior to the Creed/Kiss of Peace, when priests are concelebrating) Him Who Blesses Us, 
Protect (to be sung while the priest is giving the benediction), an amazing rendition of God Grant You 
Many Years by S. Panchenko, and to usher out the judges as they made their final decisions, The Canticle 
of St. Simeon, a Russian Melody adapted by Very Rev. John Finley.  Most years the Western Region holds 
their PLC on the July 4th weekend, so for our grand finale we sang Peter J. Wilhousky’s arrangement of 
Battle Hymn of the Republic, always a crowd pleaser.  As a special “Thank you” to the choir and me, the 
coordinators of the Oratorical/Choir Festival presented each choir member with a beautiful tapestry 
bookmark and gave me a wooden cross made of Olive wood from Jerusalem. Everyone was very 
appreciative of the lovely gesture. 
 
Later that day, we had a 35-minute rehearsal for the Hierarchical Divine Liturgy.  We were so blessed to 
celebrate all of our conference and services with His Eminence, Metropolitan EPHREM, of the 
Archdiocese of Tripoli as well as His Grace, Bishop JOSEPH and all the clergy of the Diocese of Los 
Angeles and the West. 
 
This coming year I would like to offer more sacred music workshops in both Northern and Southern 
California.  I have sent out information about this to the parishes of my region, so hopefully they will 
accept. 
  
Your servant in Christ, 
 
Mareena Boosamra Ball 
Sacred Music Coordinator 
Diocese of Los Angeles and the West 

 
 


